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BYLINES AND CUSHY SIDELINES 





‘Broadway Beat’ Became Frustration 
Alley During 11 Days of Press Strike 


By ABEL GREEN 





The frustrations created by the 
NN; ome photo-engravers'’ strike for 
newspapermen covering the Broad- 
way beat, be they columnists, dra- 
ma reviewers or others whose news 
vineyards are the Main Stem, was 
something unique in all their col- 





lective careers. For the first time | 
in journalistic history this was a) 
case of defeatism by a force not} 
of their own lack of enterprise. It | 

wasn't as if they were scooped, or 
didn’t get the inside, or weren't 
able to give their own interpreta- | 
tions of this or that happening. | 
This was just an immobile force 
that was greater than anything and | 


’ everything previously experienced. | 


It saw syndicated — 
compelled to ‘phone hot news 
this or that favored out-of- town 
newspaper buying their service. 
saw the N. Y. Herald Tribune ae 
mated both locally and in its sy n- | 
dicated hinterland by company 
policy not to circulate any features | 
unless first printed in the home | 
sheet. 

It also saw radio and TV for | 
the most part not making much of 
its excellent opportunities for news 
coverage. Instead of putting punch 
into the news, they merely dou- 
bled-up, in certain staticn  in- 
stances, and gave the same tired 
newscasts of stock world events in 
the same monotonous reprise. The 
aecent on local news was aimost 
nil. 

Radio and TV did an emergency 

(Continued on pare 26) 


Former Cincy TY Star 
Now Packing ’Em In 
On Evanse.ist Trail 


Columbus, Dec. 8. 

Mel Martin, who last year at this 
time was appearing on WLW-Tele- 
vision and. radio from 12 to 18 
‘hours a week and drawing a salary 
second only to that of Crosley’s 
celebrated Ruth Lyons, ditched it 
all last April 16 to become a Bap- 
list evangelist and is now booked 
a full year ahead for preaching 
missions, 

Martin, 


who appeared nightly 


last week in a church at Sunbury, |! 
a town near here, told how he got | 
Since the age of | 


into television. 
six he had been on the evangelistic 
trail, but was forced to give it up 
when Mrs. Martin’s health prevent- 
ed him from traveling. They set- 
tled in Cincinnati, where they 
“didn't know a soul.” 

“l was walking down the street 
in Cincinnati one day in 1950 and 
Saw a television set operating in a 
store window. I went inside so I 
could hear as well as see the pro- 
Sram, an audience participation 
Show, 

“I said to myself, ‘If that’s all 
there is to television, I can cer- 
tainiy try it’.” WLW tod h'm 
there were no openings and he 

(Continued on page 48) 


‘Hopalong’ Moses 
Hoilywood, Dec. 8. 

Cecil B. DeMille is inter- 
ested in casting William (Hop- 
along Cassidy) Boyd as Moses 
in the remake of “Ten 
Commandments.” Negotiations 
must await completion of 
screenplay. Production slated 
for next year. 

This would be first time 
since Boyd hit television jack- 
pot that he’s performed in a 
regular theatrical film. 








Police, Exhibs 
Join to Fight 
N.Y. Vandalism 


A major move to combat thea- 
tre vandalism among juveniles will | 
be launched shortly in New York. 
It entails a “youth movement” 
project involving the Police Ath- 


letic League and theatre operators 


in Gotham. 


While details of the plan were | 
not revealed, Harry Brandt, head | 
of the Brandt chain, said that ‘‘van- 
dalism has reached the stage where 
affirmative must be 

indicated that the} 
proposal would 
be a move in that direction and 
would be a credit to the film aee- | 


something 
done.” He 
“youth movement” 


try in New York. 
Meanwhile, means to curb van- 


dalism, a continuing and serious 
problem, have been stepped up in| 


the Broadway and nabe_ houses. 


It's become a common practice for | 
the circuits to employ uniformed | 
special policemen to patrol the the- 
atres. Brandt has for many years | 
New | 
York City policemen as managers | 
managers of his 


employed former and retired 


and assistant 
houses. 





Sears, Roebuck Catalogs 


; York, particularly, 





| 


(ATH ESTATES. 
INTO RADIC-TY 


While the advertising side of the | 
Fourth Estate may have its beefs 
about the advent of television, for 
the nation’s working press, the 
medium has become a welcome 
source of new funds and activities. 
The more colorful and informed 





Colleges Now Show ‘Ecstasy’ As Art; 
Hedy's Ex, M-G Couldn't Suppress It 


+ After 20 years of sailing the in- 








newsmen have been reaping an 
unprecedented harvest of coin _ 
prestige. 

The boom is on a network and | 
local level, with virtually every city | 
surveyed by Varigety showing local | 
legmen enjoying the income and} 
prestige of their own shows. New | 
is a haven for 
the screen-struck newsman, with 
network and local shows providing 
lots of opportunities for the loose- 
lipped legman. 

As in other phases of the broad- 
casting biz, radio personalities 
have led the parade to tele. Such 
longtime AMers as Walter Win- 
chell, Bill Corum and Dorothy 
Kilgallen have moved over to the 
more attractive video fold while 
retaining their radio berths. But 
aside from the veterans of radio, 
there’s emerged a new school of | 
fresh video faces. Kingpin of them | 
all is the Daily News’ Ed Sullivan, 
who's built his “Toast of the Town” 





|into one of CBS’ essential proper- 
|ties and who’s become a master 


| WPIX, 
|News) and does the Gillette fights 


| 
j 
| 
| 


salesmar for the Lincoln-Mercury 
outfit. 


Others, on a less. staggering 


; basis but still in important slots, 
|are Jimmy 


Powers, The News’ 
sports editor, who has shows on 
two local stations (one of them 
which belongs to The 


on NBC; Journal-American and 
(Continued on page 73) 


Ximas Gift Angle 
New Angel Pitch 


A new high (or low) in shilling 
for angeling is the pitch by Eliza- 
| beth Miele Productions for “Can 
| You Dance.” offering pieces of the 
| Show as Christmas presents. Idea 
| is that this gift “should cost you 
| nothing .... as a limited partner 
| you merely advance your money to 





Vivien Kellems for Video |i production. Recipients of your 


Sears, Roebuck will make its tel- 


evision 


debut as a sponsor with! 


Connecticut's femme _ industrialist | 
Vivi ien Kellems at the head of its | they receive a check from the prof- 
show. Mail order outfit cut a kine- 
scope of the program Monday (7) 
at the DuMont Studio in New! production, but also the stock, 


York. 


tion assignments. 


Miss Kellems for many 


years 
has been an ardent foe of social | 


secur:ty and withholding taxes. At 
one time she refused to collect 


withholding taxes from her em- 
but a Federal lien :g?inst 
her brought in the necessary rev- 


ployees, 


jenue, 


ft share only in the profits. This 

| would be a novel and highly prof- 
,itable gift. Your friends would be 
| grateful to you every month when 


| its of this great musical. Since they 


share in profits not only from the | 


Martin Jones and Henry | radio, television, publishing, record 
Olmsted have the production-direc- | ajpums and all other 


rights, they 
| should be receiving checks from 
your wonderful gift for years to 
come.” 

The pitch continues, “If you had 
given a friend only 1% in ‘Okla- 


homa’ as a Christmas gift, the re- 


cipiernt would have received a total 
of $50,000 in profits. We honestly 
' (Continued on page 74) 


Can He Count the House?) 


Tom Lehrer, who opens next. 
week at the Blue Angel, N. Y., 
is a Phi Beta Kappa from Har- 
vard, and has had a varied ca- 
reer which included teaching 
of first and second year cal- 
culus. 

Max Gordon, who operates 
the Angel with Herbert Ja- 
coby, after looking over 
Lehrer’s qualifications, decided 
he booked the comic at the 
wrong time. He feit the ideal 
period would be during the ac- 
countant’s vacation, so that he 
could double at both jobs. 








Who Gets Series 


TV Com If BB 


Drops Pensions? 


Baseball Commissioner Ford C. 
Frick put a big question mark after 
better than $1,000,000 in annual 
World Series revenue’ garnered 
from its radio and TV _ sponsor 
Gillette Safety Razor Co. when he 
presented the executive baseball 
council’s proposal to do away with 
the players’ pension plan at a minor 
league meeting in Atlanta last 
week. Right now an_ estimated 
85°% of the cash goes into the pen- 
sion fund. 


Where the dough will go if the 
| Lig league officials vote to accept 
| Frick’s proposal at their current 


| three-day meet in New York might 
| become as much of a mystery for 


|awhile as the proposal itself was 


before it was made public in At- 
lanta. Some newsmen who are well 
informed along sports row are 
guessing that the club officials who 
(Continued on page 24) 


Ed Murrow Back To 


6 ’ 
Korea on ‘Xmas Story 

The Edward R. Murrow-Fred 
Friendly “See It Now” will do 
Part Il of “Christmas in Korea” on 
CBS-TV Dec. 29. Last year’s 
“CIK” won wide kudos as a dra- 
matic wartime picture of GI's. This 
year’s central theme will probably 
be pegged on the truce in general 
'and POWs in particular. (It's sig- 
nificant that the six-month truce 
Period expires two days before 
Christmas.) 

In the Murrow flight contingent 
starting Dec. 19 will be a camera 
crew (one already is on the scene) 
and two soundmen. Murrow’s re- 
porters, who'll make it a trio with 
him, are Ed Scott, who left for 
Korea a week ago, and Robert 
Pierpont. Murrow and troupe are 
| skedded. to arrive on the 21st. 





‘and is only now 


ternational exhibition seas, the 
controversial and much-censored 
Czech film, “Ecstasy,” is now near- 


|ing a $3,000,000 worldwide gross 


and still going strong. 

According to Sam Cummins of 
Jewel Productions, who’s been 
handling this hot potato since 1936 
both in the U. S. and worldwide, 
“Ecstasy’—in both the old and 
the new cleaned-up' version—is 
showing unabated b.o. strength 
beginning to 
reach the subsequents and the 
drive-ins. It’s currently playing 
the Embassy Newsreel on Times 


'Square where the Rialto Theatre 
_last showed it in 1950. 


Film has been leading a schizo- 
phrenic existence for years. In 
the censorship states, the Hedy 
Lamarr starrer runs sans the vari- 
ous nude scenes which are film's 
claim to dubious fame. New Eng- 
lish dialog as well as a number 
of up-dating scenes have been 
added in Hollywood by Gustav 
Machaty, who originally lensed the 
film in Prague in 1933. This ver- 
sion has the Production Code seal 
but not the blessings of the Legion 
of Decency which has fought ii 
from the start. 

Rest of the states are at liberty 
to see the original version to which 
English dialog was added. Cum- 
mins reports that uncensored 16m 
prints are making the rounds. with 
various colleges particularly inter- 
ested in the pic which gets by un- 
der the “art” tag. Film just played 
at the University of Chicago -and 
is skedded for U. of Wisconsin stu- 


(Continued on page 74) 





Impounded Clips of Nude 
Indians Freed on Plea 
It's for Missionaries 


St. Louis, Dec. 8. 

Under an agreement reached in 
Chicago last week the Eastman 
Kodak Co. will release 8,000 feet 
of color motion pictures taken by 
Denver M. Wright, wealthy St. 
Louis County big game hunter 
Kodak held them since 1951 on the 
grounds that the films were inde- 
cent. Shot along the upper reaches 
of the Amazon river, the disputed 
films show Amazonian Indians in 
the nude. 


About 180 feet of the films 
showed the nude natives and aitor- 
neys tor the film company held 
that the firm might be liable to 
violations of the postal laws if the 
films were sent through the mails. 

Wright told U. S. District Judge 
Winn G. Knoch that the films were 
made for the Bible Institute of Los 
Angeles for training missionaries, 
and were not intended for general 
showing. The Judge had a look-see 
at the films and after Wright's ex- 
planation of the purpose of the 
films the Eastman Co, atiorney 
‘agreed to release them. 
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2-Month Strike Plus Soaring Prices 


Cut France Tourist Patrons 1,000,000 


Paris, Dec. 1. 
French Bureau of Tourism has 


released figures on this year’s tour- | 
ist influx, and it shapes as a medi- | 


ocre year with a definite fall in 
patrons from the 3,250,000 in 1952 
to 2.500.000 this year. Bad .weath- 
er of final quarter which was 
blamed partly but held most re- 
sponsible was the nationwide 
strike last July and August, at the 
peak of the season, which par- 
alvzed French transportation, as 
well as the rapidly rising prices 
Last-named is sending economy 
teurists to other countries, and 
shortening the intended stay of 
many others here. 

It was reported that the big 
strike did not effect big spots such 
as Paris and the Riviera as much 
uc special resort spots. Statistics 
snowed that Paris guests during 
the strike this year were only 
about 29.000 less than last year’s 
figure while the Riviera dropped 
from over 10,000. 

It is estimated that there were 
ever 300.000 Americans here this 
vear which rates behind the Swiss, 
Italians Belgians nd English 
Americans spent about $90.000.- 


000. However, the difficulties over 








Audrey Hepburn in N. Y. 


Audrey Hepburn, having com- 
pleted work in the film version of 


“Sabrina Fair’ at Paramount, is 


due in from the Coast tomorrow 
(Thurs.). 
She starts rehearsals of the 
Playwright Company’s upcoming 
“Ondine.” 





43 H’wood Names 
Join Annual 18-Day 
Yule GI Show Trek 


Hollywood, Dec. 8 
This vear’s Christmas holiday er 
tertainment for servicemen abroad 
will be provided by 43 HoMNywood 
performers and 12 USO-Camp 
Show musicians, all of whom have 


volunteered to join the Hollywood 


Coordinating Con ttee s prog 


Tourists will be oe fron 
A ‘ 
18 davs, starting Dec. 18. G 


and their destinations are 
























































rrices are beginning to occupy te KOREA—Johnny Grant. Merry 
French who see the lucrative dol- Anders, Sheila Connolly, Roberta 
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Groucho May Star 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 


A deal is perking for Columbia 
Pictures to produce “Time For 
Elizabeth,” a play co-authored by 
Norman Krasna and Groucho 
| Marx—right, Groucho Marx. 
Marx will star if the contract is 
| finalized with Columbia's No. 
‘exec, Jerry Wald. 





Berle’s Benedict Dinner 


Draws Show Biz Brass; 


Tape A Collector’s Item 


Apart from the usual risgay com- | 
edy which generally punctuates 
bachelor dinners, the 300 profes- 
sional and non-pro’ wellwishers 
who toasted Milton Berle Friday 
‘11) on his marriage today (Wed.,) 
to Ruth Cosgrove, evidenced an 
extraordinarily warm tribute. — It 
was also very funny and well worth 
the $12.50 a head for the dinner 
served up at the Waldorf-Astoria. 

The jaded show biz bunch voted 
the Jade Room get-together one 
of the funniest in their experience, 
An all-star cast of top comedians 
did their stint, under the toast- 
mastering of Joe E. Lewis, abbott 
of The Friars. Sid Caesar, Jack E. 
Leonard, Henny Youngman, Joey 
Adams, Red Buttons, Dave Garro- 
way, Gene Baylos. Harry Delf, 
George Raft. Herb Shriner, Jesse 
Block, Ed Wiener, Eddie Fisher, | 
Morey Amsterdam, Pat Weaver, 
Irving Gray and Earl Wilson were 
on the dais and or performed. 


Mostly it was the latter. 


The fun was fast and frisky, 


‘Continued on page 21) 





Show Biz Time Capsule 
At Hotel Sands, Las Vegas 


Las Vegas, Dec. 


mh 


. > 


15 OG 


on rhm do 
@ 
3 


mementos 


pe and his autobiography “Call 
Me Lucky with Pe te Martin’: a 
Walter Winchell broadcast tape; 
Kéy copies of VarRIEeTy, includ- 
ng the July 22. 1953 issue herald- ! 
ng “Vegas’ New Year’s In July” 
no b an autographed copy of 
Show Biz he Abel Green-Joe 
: Ir. best seller: Tallulah 
Bank 14 3 autobiog, and the like 


Authors League Reorganization Meet 


Drift Seems in Direction of Two Organizations But 


With TWA an Outsider on Own 


e sonered 


pay any monie Whatever toward 
the support of the League. In 
tneory, all the guilds esteem the 


mostly 
operating on sale and royalty in- 
come rather than staff salary. are 
natural allies, whereas screen 
radio and television writers have 
many problems in common 

Annual meeting of the Authors 
Guild was held yesterday Tues.) 
afternoon in Manhattan. It was re- 


ported that the Guild has 2.195 
inembers in good standing. There 
were 104 new members during 
1953; 10 resigned, 14 were dropped 
for nonpayment of dues, and 15 
died, 


oot time capsule ae 
rentos and historic souve- 
current show business will 
in the “sands of time” 
ony to be staged at the 
“Sands on Dec. 15 for un- 
ling and study 100 vears hence. 
time capsule will contain 
as Bing Crosbv’s 


K i anyone vues Event ) 
all side accord- 
ing to one pro-League radio coun- 
ci, member. A main issue has been 
‘he unwillingness of the RWG ‘a 


ive of “solidarity.” 
but in practice they pull apart be- 
cause each guild tends to be pre- 
occupied with it ovn e 
inxicties and impat ent of the other 
guilds. A long- continued complaint 
of the Dramatis and Author 
inembers of the “pets 
been just that. It was not worth- 
while attending monthly 
because the agenda 
whelmed by radio and television. 
Philosophy has grown that the 
Dramatists and Authors. 


xclusive 


council has 


meetings 
was over- 


4 Concat is oenting amon” 


|Government officials over th 


i trend toward glerifying crime an: 
| sadism in motion pictures, TV, ra 


dio and comic books. 

Most recent expression of this 
attitude was that of William P 
Rogers, Deputy Attorney General 
of the United States. In an ad- 
dress in Washington receitly at 
the graduation exercises of the 
FBI National Academy, Rogers 


| said: “These are important prob- 
lems which sooner or later must 


be dealt with intelligently by the 
American community.” He stressed 
that he was not suggesting censor- 
ship, but that the = situation was 
such that “there must be an awak- 
ening of enlightened public opin- 
ion to halt this trend 3 

Rogers cited the press interview 
statements of Maj. Gen. William 
F. Dean, the American officer who 
was captured in Korea and held 
by the Communists for a_ long 
time. Dean, Rogers” said, was 
asked what differences he noticed 
between the United States now 
and the way it was six years ago 


when he left. 


“He said, on the credit side,” 
declared the Government official, 
“that he thought Americans had 
a better appreciation of the danger 
of Communism. On the er side, 

(Continued on page 26) 


JACK LAIT TAKES TURN 
FOR THE WORSE IN L.A. 


Hollywood, Dec. 8 

Jack Lait, who has been seri- 
ously ill for a year, took a turn 
for the worse over weekend and 
was rushed to Cedars of Lebanon 
Hospital from his Beverly Hills 
home after uremic poisoning set in 
and he suffered a third cerebral 
hemorrhage. He was immediately 
placed in an oxygen tent. He's in 
a comatose condition. 

Constantly at his bedside are his 
wife, the former Laura Belle 
Leusch; two sons, George, Colum- 

ia Studio publicity director, and 
Jack Jr., the L. A. Examer’s radio- 
television columnist; daughter, Mrs. 
Lois C. King. 

Lait was flown to the Coast from 
New York last year when striekeii 
with complications resulting from 
hardening of arteries. 








Gertrude Berg Seriously 
Ill; Daughter Also in Hosp 


Gertrude Berg is seriously ill in 
Lenox Hill Hospital, N. Y., where 
she has been confined since a se- 
ries of hemorrhages last Wednes- 
day (2). Up to Monday she had 
been given 13 quarts of blood and 
showed a slight improvement that 
day. Creator of “The Goldbergs” 
has, of course, been written out 
of the script of her Friday night 
‘House of Glass” on NBC radio. 
Show was not heard on WNBC, 
N. Y., last week. 

Meantime, Mrs. Berg's daugh- 
ter, Mrs. David Schwartz, is also 
on the ailing list and is hospital- 
ized at Mt. Sinai. Louis Berg, Mrs 
Berg's husband, is commuting 
daily between the two hospitals 
and was reported as saying that 
neither one knows that the other 
is ill. 


Claims K.0.d Vid Debut 


Concert pianist Jose Iturbi filed 
a $100,000 suit in N. Y. Federal 
Court Wednesday (2) against 
American Broadcasting - United 
Paramount Theatres charging im- 
proper use on TV of a film short 
he made in 1939. Iturbi's com- 
piaint states that he never granted 


ABC the right to use the film. 


Film, according to Iturbi, was 


shown by ABC on Nov. 2 and al- 
though he plays various musical 
sclections, he claims his name was 
omitted and that no reference was 


made of him as the performing 


artist. Such usage, he said, was 
without his consent and is a viola- 
tion of any agreement anybody 
made with him. Film, a 10-minute 
short, was made by Artists Films, 
Inc. of California. 


Iturbi, who up to now has made 


ro appearance on TV, further 
charges that the action by ABC 
harmed his chances for making a 
satisfactory deal of a debut video 
performance since the use of the 
ifilm constituted a “debut.” 
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Hands Not Thumbs 


Last week, first in Toronto and later in New York City, the 
managing director of the J. Arthur Rank Organization, John 
Davis, sounded a note not original with him but apparently 
something of an idee fixe with many British film showmen— 
the idea that there is a “prejudice” among American exhibitors 
against British features. A round-up of comment in this issue 
supports doubts to the contrary. American exhibitors are pretty 
much like British exhibitors; they readily book any film regard- 
less of its national origin which promises to turn in a profit. 


Of course, the British feature often encounters resistance in 
the U. S. Some of the reasons are made very clear in comments 
from the American provinces. British humor is sometimes too 
quiet. British accents, and especially Scotch brogues, carry a 
strain which stirs some restlessness—in small towns notably, and 
among unsophisticated folk. But many British features do well, 
especially where the star is popular like Alec Guinness, Laurence 
Olivier or Michael Redgrave. 


Did American exhibitors snub the color special, 
Crowned?” John Davis is of that impression. It is unfortunate 
if any considerable number of British filmmen share his convic- 
tion. Davis is quite right in saying that great numbers of Ameri- 
cans wished to view this release. But they did. True, there was a 
topical factor and “Queen” tended to run down in subsequent 
suburban runs. Two other practical factors must be taken into 
account. First, the film was sold at stiff rentals and exhibited 
in many situations, at advanced admissions ($1.80 at the Guild 
in N. Y.). Second, which British film men may not fully com- 
prehend, the Coronation itself got widespread saturation in 
American homes via television well before the Technicolor spe- 
cial came over. 


“A Queen Is 


The British have done increasingly better since the war in ped- 
dling their wares in American situations and that “prejudice” 
often amounts to nothing more than a boxoffice fear of unfam- 
iliar stories, stars an dialects. 


Hollywood, let it not be forgotten, has loaded its features for 
decades with “international” casts—British, French, German, 
Italian, Mexican, Swedish actors. Writers from Hungary, direc- 
tors from everywhere. Mixed casts may be the answer for Britain. 
In any event, nothing is more opposed to the longpull of the 
entertainment industry than for lines to be drawn on a nation- 
ality basis. Both sides have everything to gain from smoking out 
misunderstandings. 


It is unthinkable that American and British show business 





should fall into the ungraceful habit of making rough grimaces 
at each other. American entertainment owes a great debt of ap- 


preciation to British talent in all departments. 








STANLEY SEEKS 
TO DIVERSIFY’ 


Stanley Warner Corp., in a re- 
port to stockholders prior to its 
first annual meeting in Wilming- 
ton Jan. 14, disclosed an operating 
profit of more than $800,000 for | 
the first nine weeks of its fiscal 
year starting Aug. 31, 1953. Sum | 
is before provision of federal in- | 
come taxes and before profit and 
loss on the sales of six assets. 


prove an amendment to the certif- 
icate of incorporation 
the company to diversify its biz ac- 
tivities “so its income is not de- 
pendent solely on the entertain- 
ment field.” Present agreement 
restricts the company solely to 
show biz activities. The nature of 


the contemplated new, biz ventures | 


is not disclosed. 

Financial aspects of the report, 
covering the period from March 1 
to August 29, 1953, reveals that | 
SW and= subsid companies lost | 
$970,000 for the 26-week stanza. 
This comprises an operating loss of 

(Continued on page 21) 





Pittsburgh Council Keeps 
10% (On Top of U.S. 207) 


Tax; Film Men Burn 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 8.. 
Exhibs here are burned plenty 
at City Council for 


—-the Pittsburgh amusement tax of 
10°% for another year. Operators 
led by Allied Motion Picture The- 
atre Owners of Western Pennsy]- 
vania had agreed against this a 
week before and papers reported 
matter exhaustively. Councilmen 
didn't even discuss it either public- 
ly or privately, and that’s particu- 
larly what riled the showmen 

In explaining Council's silent re- 
jection of the theatres’ plea for 
elimination of the levy, Council | 
President Thomas J. 


(Continued on page 22) 


dend Monday (7) 
on common stock. Melon is 


over 
,of Warner Bros. 


|future divvy 
Stockholders will be asked to ap- | 
| based on SW's earnings and cash 
permitting | 


extending— | 
without a single word of discussion | money-maker, 


STANLEY PAYS 20c 


But Not Yet Setting Definite 
Policy On Dividends 


Board of directors of the Stan- 
ley Warner Corp. declared a divi- 
of 20c per share 
pay- 


able Jan. 5 to stockholders of rec- 
ord Dec. 22. This is first divvy 
company has paid since it took 


theatre assets and property 
last March. 
Board did not set a regular divi- 
dend policy for the company. It 
reveaied that amount and date of 
payments would be 
determined from time to time 


requirements. 





Stan Kramer May Have 
Happy Ending at Col 
Via His ‘Caine Mutiny’ 


The story of Stanley Kramer's 
association with Columbia could 
have a happy ending after all 
“Caine Mutiny” and “The Wild 
| One,” final two of 11 films lensed 
by the producer in the course of 
the Col tieup, are to be released 
shortly. If “Caine” proves a smash 
(and Col has great expectations re 
its b.o.) losses on other pix in the 
package could be wiped out, the 
aaas figures. 

Heartening to Col and Kramer 
was an Audience Research Insti- 
| tute profile conducted on the Coast 


|} which showed audience interest at 
/a half of one point under 


that ex- 
with the now colossal 
“From Here to Eter 


perienced 


ity.” 
Kramer, 
the 


before Columbia, was 
wonder boy of the independ- 
ents. His last for United Artists 
was “High Noon,” a robust b.o 
performer, and this was preceded 
by “Champion,” “Home of the 
Brave,” “Cyrano de Bergerac” and 
| Other entries which established him 
| as a standout talent. His pix com- 
| bined esthetic values to satisfy pro- 
| fessional critics and the general 
audience appeal that 





Gallagher | | profits. 
sald (1) the city couldn't afford to | 


Then came the Col deal. 
(Continued on page 26) 


| 
| 


MAGNA STALKS MORE TODD COIN 





WALL ST. OFF T0 
BUFFALO TESTS 


By GENE ARNEEL 


Magna Theatre Corp, which al- 
ready has invested $1,300,000 in 
developing the (Mike) Todd-A.O. 


| (American Optical Co.) 65m film 


process, is pitching for $6,200,000 
in additional financing. 
Of this new money being sought, 





| working capital, 


$3,000,000 would be allocated to 
cover the costs of producing ‘‘Okla- 
homa,” which is to be the firgt fea- 
ture in the Todd-A.O. system. Bal- 
ance of $3,200,000 will be used for 
to finance other 
pictures (presumably in prolonging 


the tieup with Richard Rodgers 


and Oscar Hammerstein 2d) and to 
finance equipment. 
Stock Divvy 





United Artists Theatres Corp.. | 
headed by Joseph M. Schenck and | 


George Skouras, 
Magna stock, holding 60% of the 
preferred and 38.1% 


owns the most! 


of the com- | 


mon issues. Other stock partici- 
pants in Magna line up as fol- 
lows:— 
} Preferred Common 
Rodgers 10°% 9.5% 
Hammerstein 10 9.5 
Mike Toad 8.7 33.8* 
Charles Rembar .. 4 
'Geo. P. Skouras 2 
Edward Small 1.3 23 
Arthur Hornblow Jr. 1.8 
Warren Millais a 7 
Kuhn, Loeb & Co : 47 
*Todd is voting trustee for these 
shares. 
Deals proposed by Magna for 
garnering the new coin include 


-Pre-Xmas Takes B. O. Toll; 


makes for 


Kra- 


bank loans in the sum of $2.000.000 
plus $4.200.000 through the sale 
of five-vear 5°: notes. Warrants to 
purchase 420.000 Magna 


common 


shares, representing 20° of the 
total, would be made available to 
buyers of the notes 


Off to Buffalo 

While few execs in the fi 
have been invited 
observe tests 
Todd system, 
so aloof 


ilm trade 
to Buffalc ) 10 
made so far in the 
the outfit hasn't been 
so far as Wall Street 
money men are concerned. Bro- 
kers’ reps and investment analysts 
in acceptance of bids from Magna, 
have shuidled off to Buff to catch 
test footage. And, while at least a 
few of them have expressed high 
opinions anent the widescreen 
Co ontin ued on page 26) 


‘Stanley Lip Sparks Broker Interest 
In Cinerama Shares; Four Cities 


Alone Now Net $60,000 Weekly 


> 





v 


Nepotism 
Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
Uncle Julius, a chimp, will 
function as stand-in for his 


nephew, Tamba, the simian 
thesp in the Johnny Weiss- 
muller starrer at Columbia, 


“Jungle Man-Eaters.” 


20TH’S $1.25 
4TH QUARTER 
DIVIDEND 


impact of 20th-Fox’'s 
and “How to Marry a 








Sock b.o 
“The Robe” 
Millionaire” wili 
pany to pay a dividend of $1.25 or 
more for the fourth quarter of 
1953. 20th had been paying 25c 
dividends for the prior three quar- 
ters. While the cages figure 
isn’t as yet available, it’s indicated 
that it will 


in the history of the picture com- 


pany 
ee ment of $1.25 for the fourth 
quarter brings 20th dividends up 


automati- 


to $2 for the year and aut 

cally assures restoration of the sal- 
ary cuts taken by the company’s 
top execs at the start of the year 
Plan 


over $50 0 
a week by and reduced sal- 
aries by approximately $1.000.000 
Scheme called for the cuts to be 
restored out of earnings in excess 
of $1 a share. With 2.769.486 shares 
outstanding. this meant that there 
had to be a minimum net of $2.769.- 
486 before execs could start to 
ticipate. Earnings for 
1953 quarters were $1.100- 
000 for a per share earning of 40c 
Equivalent 1952 was $1.277 


§é¢,° 
000. an earning of 46c per 


sliced all salaries 


enr 
50°; 


par- 
the first 


Tirst 


net 


snare. 








National en Survey 


‘Robe’ 2d, 


It's the week after Thanksgiving, 
and, following the usual pre-Xmas 
trend, trade is’ sloughing off cur- 
rently in key cities covered by 
Variety. Even the strongest films 
of recent weeks are feeling the 
trend away from theatres to the 
stores. Snow and rain, usually a 
plus factor, were either too unex- 
pected or too heavy, with biz hurt 
in most spots as a consequence. 


“How To Marry a Millionaire” 
20th) again is champ at the 
wickets for second week in suc- 
cession. And again, “The Robe” 
20th) is winding up second, but 
the gap in actual money is being 


widened as “Millionaire” gets fresh 
bookings in this session. 

“Hondo” (WB) is pushing up to 
third position although mainly on 
holdover this week. “Cinerama” 
(Indie) continues in fourth slot, as 
a week ago. “Kiss Me Kate” «M-G 
is dropping down to fifth after be- 
ing third last stanza. 


“Appointment in Honduras” 


(RKO), with a batch of new book- 
ings, is climbing to sixth place. 
“All Brothers Valiant” (M-G), 


ninth last round, is taking seventh 
money while “Take High Ground,” 
also from Metro, is eighth. 
“Captain’s Paradise’ (UA) is 
winding up in ninth, with “Eter- 
nity’ (Col), in 10th spot. ‘“Mo- 
gambo" (M-G), for some time high 
on the list, and ‘“‘Botany Bay” (Par) 


‘Marry’ Again No. 1, 


‘Hondo’ 3d, ‘Cinerama’ 4th 


“Flight Tangier” ‘Par’ are run- 
ner-up pix in that 
“Easy To Love” 1-G', acco 
panying the annual Christmas 
stageshow at the N. Y. Music Ha 
looks big opening week. “Sins of 
Jezebel” Lip sha 
Cincy and fairish in Denver. “Dono- 
van's Brain” :UA), also new, is nice 
in L.A. “Escape From Ft. Br 
M-G) looms uneven on first 
out, being light in 
fine in Cleveland 
and mild in Portland 


oraer 


pes 


avo’ 
week 
Minneapolis 


slow in Seattle 


“East of Sumatra” il looks 
stout in Indianapolis “War of 
Worlds” (Par), okay in L.A., is dull 
in Seattle “Vice Squad” (UA 


shapes good in Omaha. 

“Big Heat” (Col), oke in K.C., is 
nice in Indianapolis. “Jack Slade” 
AA), fairly new, looms fast in Chi 
and okay in Detroit “Back To 
God's Country” il is setting a 
house record in Det., with Betty 
Grable-Harry James heading stage- 
show. 

“Calamity Jane” ‘WB), 
Cincy, looks good in 
‘“Bigamist’’ ‘Indie! looms okay in 
Frisco. “Louis Story’ (UA) is fine 
in Frisco and okay in Portland, 
Ore 

“Golden Blade” (U) looks fancy 
in Buffalo “Crazylegs” (Rep) is 
good in Frisco. “Tumbleweed” is 
ace newcomer in Denver. 

“Stalag 17” ‘Par’ looks nice in 


okay in 
Seattle. 


round out the top 12 list in that Balto. yun Fury” (Col), okay in 
| sequence. Frisco, shapes week in Balto. 

“Decameron Nights” (RKO),| (Complete Boroffice Reports on 
\“Martin Luther” (indie) and| Pages 8-9) 


| Cinerama process, 
age houses have become interested 


| heightened by 


enable the com-, 


represent a | aie high | 


Stock of Cinerama Productions 


| Corp., originally controlled by 25 
| shareholders, is 
| traded now. Since Stanley Warner 
|Corp.’s acquisition of the exhibi- 


being openly 


tion and production rights to the 
various broker- 
in the stock. Interest has been 
the fact that SW 
is moving quickly in opening new 
theatres for the showing of the 
medium. Report te stockholders of 
Cinerama Productions last week 
indicated that SW was netting $60.- 
000 weekly from the operation of 


'four theatres—in New York, De- 


troit, Los Angeles and Chicago. 
Returns of two additional theatres 


; opened recently — in Washington 
| and Philade)]phia—were not in 
,ed in the report. 


clud- 


Under its agreement with SW, 
Cinerama Productions shares 50-50 
in the profits after the deduction 
of installation and operation costs 

(Continued on page 22) 


Circuit Head 
Fred Schwartz 
Eyes Production 


In line with the exhibitor threat 
to embark on a production pro- 
gram to alleviate the product 
shortage. Century Circurt. with 33 
theatres in Brooklyn and Long Is- 
land, has been investigating the 
possibilities for the past. six 
months. Extent of Century's inter- 
est is manifested in the concrete 


action of acquiring the rights to a 











property—“Heather Mar a nov- 
el] by English writer J Mt Sec tt. 
“That's one of the things we have, 
Continued on page 21 
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2th Seen About Ready To Ease 


Original Dictate 


Exhibs Fling ‘Antitrust’ Taunt 


Twentieth Century-Fox this week 


was seen ready to throw in the 
towel in its fight with exhibs over 
what screen to use for Cinema- 
Scope. 

Following conversations with 
20th prexy Spyros P. Skouras in 
N. Y. last week, exhibs said it was 
their impression that 20th is just 
about ready to give in and either 
approve a whole flock of screen 
makes or else leave determination 
of projection quality completely 
up to the exhibs themselves. 

Impression taken away was that 


20th had set next month as the 
time when it will liberalize its 
stand on the screens. However, it 
now looks as if the decision may 


be more imminent and may actual- 
ly come within another week. The 


an 


20ih xaomeoffice has been in touch 
with Skouras on that question. 

Policy of 20th so far has been 

to beok its CinemaScope pix 

any theatres that don’t have 

of the two approved screens— 





Mirror or the 


eaine that 
argues tnat 


th’s own Miracle 
Astrolite. Company 
two screens 


tToat they 


are superior in 
provide the h 

| ~o> +; + o- 7st) ’ 
sible reflectivity and insure equal 
illumination over the entire screen 
> 


rhest 





Hoc 
pos- 





urface. Both screens are consid- 
erably more expensive than stand- 
ar makes 

see 20th influenced by 
a factors in relaxing 
its restrictions. Not the least of 
them is rising exhib pressure and 

Continued on page 24 





Legit Maps Own 
War on 207, 


Admission Tax 





ul > CY , 
that outfit asked President Ejisen- 
hower to veto the Mason bii! «hich 
would have eliminated the v} 
The measure was vetoed but actu- 
a the Leagues’ influence in this 
respect hardly was responsibie. for 
Treasury Secretary George Hum- 
pnhrey 28 against the rb to begin 
vith and beyond an q tion 
caused its defeat ; 

Following the pattern set in e 
film Npaign to do away w the 
tax, the League is now enlisting 
the ipport of it interests across 
tne intr to fight for 0 Z 
the 2x on ied admission Com 
munit tneatres and production 
groups are being urged to see Sen- 
ators an smen in their re 
Spective te tories » pitch the 
message 

[ean le. the fil i ‘ 
€ pointed ax e¢ j 
c ing in j j rf e pea 
c e 2 hite 

B the gr > 0 f ed 
t f crse o e T1S¢ Fir tne 
v A cnin 2 f J t a out 
FE on n tne 0u é of consult 
tion ith Washington aw maker 
In other " the commi tree 
Vw ould settie for, possib freat- 
€! tax ellet 0 nali theatres 
than that given large and more 
prosperous showcases if the D. ¢ 
brass looks Ss‘ mpathet Ca pon 
sucn a 


Pian, 


‘DRAGNET’ SEEN HOT ITEM 
Six Majors Bid For Theatre Version 
of Tele Series 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 

Six major film studios are ne- 
£ollating with Mark VII Produc- 
tions, which produces “Dragnet 
] * 
1 iCpIxX Series tor theatrical film 
version Oo! format larring Jack 
\ } eo ! 
Webb Film probabl; be ol 
early in 1954 

Columbia, Warne: RKO, |] 
Zuount, UI, 20th bidding for ye- 
lease. 

4 





About Screens; 





Ted Colborn, Clevelander, 
On RKO Theatre Board 


Albert A. List, new controlling 
stockholder and board chairman of 
RKO Theatres, has installed an- 
other rep on the company’s direc- 
torate. He is Theodore R. Col- 
born, partner in the law firm of 
Jones, Day, Cockley & Reavis of 
Cleveland.. 

Colburn, who spends about three 
days a week in N. Y., has been 
legal rep for List in other enter- 


prises. 


Sealtest Sets 
es Rally Via 
Closed-Circuit 


Use of a network of theatres for 
closed - circut meetings 
dermant since the Lees Carpets 
presentation last year, is expected 





business 


io receive new impetus as a result 


of deal between Theatre Network 


Television and the Sealtest Divi- 
sion of the National Dairy Prod- 
ucts Corp. for the staging of a 
>, 
21 











TV proponents but closed-circuit 
i proponen Out ciosed-circuit 
promoters have had considerable 
difficulty in lining up sponsors. 
Leftwich in Charge 

Show biz techniques, integrating 
of an entertainment program with 
Seaitests commercial pitch, will 
piay an important part in the two- 


ie od . + —_ ° om 
INT. ali addition 
technical details of 


will also produce 


hour session. 
arranging tne 


tne telecast, 








Create the entertainment program 
INT topper Nate Halpern has hired 
Alexander Leftwich, TV producer- 
director, to supervise the produc- 
on of the show 

TNT's deal with the tele-equ 

eatres S ma tour-w 7h reniai 
Sasis. botn for use of the houses 
and the TV equipment. Theatres. 


nostly first-run downtown 
will each receive a comparable flat 
payment for the use of the facili- 
Guild Theatre will be the New 
YorK outlet 


nouses 


ties 








Balaban & Katz Loses 
Again, Still Wars On 


Jackson Park Decree. 


Chicago, Dec. 8. 

Attorney Alfred Teton, repre- 
senting Balaban & Katz, filed peti- 
tion with Judge Michael Igoe in 
Chicago Federal District Court to 
modify the restrictions of the Jack- 
son Park decree, now six years old. 
Hearing has been set by the court | 
for Jan. 26. 

Primarily B&K, which has filed 
such petition several times pre- 
viously to no avail, is out to alter 
the specifications which restricts | 
its houses to two-week first runs. | 
This is practically the sum and sub- | 
stance of the decree. It's believed | 
that B&K will argue against the | 
two-week hand iff on the grounds | 
that the motion picture industry | 
has changed, with the majority of | 
current product meriting extended 
runs. This may be borne out by 
the fact that most of the ten other 
Loop deluxers, not bound by the 
decree, are holding over most of 
their attractions; that the court 
heretofore has been very coopera- 
tive in granting extended runs to 
so-deemed iportant” and costly 









) and the court has been 
found sympathetic to the «terrific 
expense of such new media as Cin- 
emaScope in granting unlimited 
run privileges to “Robe.” 
letro’s first CinemaScoper, 
ghts of the Round Table,” was 





ienied day-and-date booking with 
‘The Robe” at a B&K main- 
temmer by Judge Michael Igoe of 


Federal District Court last week. 
Court’s permussien for the pic to 


lave unlimited playing time at the 
Chicago Theatre. as requested in 
the petition, would have given 
B&K two concurrent unlimited 
in permits and could conceivably 
ave pried the lid off the Jackson 
Park decree, which for years has 


bound B&K deluxers to two-week 
pDlaydates. 
Judge xe did 


did indicate, how- 


K could get unlim- 


oe 
in 


ever, that B & 





ited time on the film after “Robe” 
closed at the State-Lake. At pres- 
ent he Woods and Oriental 
>S also bidding for 

I rles Reagan. Metro 
sales ni flew in from New 








RICHARD HARPER 
RETURNS TO METRO 


Richard Harper, chief film buyer 
of James town Amusement, opera- 
tors of 46 theatres, resigned to re- 
join Metro. Harper, who had been 
circuit sales chief at M-G, left 
about a year ago for a five-year 
pact at Jamestown. 

At Metro receive an 


Harper will 


important sales post and witl be a 
memb f the top echelon sales 
Ca nder distribution chief 
Cl Reagan. | 








Kenneth Mac Kenna, Metro stu- 
dio story chief, in Gotham for a 


periodic survey of literary market. 


Eastern Film Men Very Curious About 


Par Test: Skiatron Draws Queries 


riim nHusinessmen in tne éeéasi 

ve reacted strongly to news from 
Paim Springs, Cal. about the Para- 
no partnership Telemeter test. 
it 5s evoked an intensive dis- 
cussion of the pros and cons of the 
new medium of electronic distribu- 
on ofr entertainment 

Observe were quick to point 
ovt that home-toll television has a 
big question mark on it since it is 
not sure that the Federal Com- 
nunications Commission will en- 
dorse the principle of toll-TV fi- 
nancing of diversion sent over the 


publicly-licensed airwaves 


\ more _ beguiling Speculation 
centres on the question of who 
control what in home tol! 
Phonevision (Chicago) is the prop- 


erty of enith Radio. Telemeter is 
“wholly controlled by Paramount 
Only Skiatron ‘New York) is open 
to deals with film-producing com- 
panie Right here lies ignifi- 
cance 

Both Warner Bros. and 20th-Fox 
have had tail With Skiatron. So 
aS a group of exhibs headed by 
S. H. Fabian. Some TV interests 
4aiso Mave approached the outfit 
(All ive expressed a willingness 











| 
to invest coin in exchange for con- 
trol of the company which is 
headed by Arthur Levey, a pioneer 
in the toll TV field. Skiatron must 
have capital if and when it goes | 
bevond the test stage. 

It's thought that theatre exhibs 
vill raise a strong dissenting voice 
Continued on page 21) 

Chi Sun-Times Columnist 
Irv Kupcinet 
goes local booster with 
It Happened in 
Chicago 
7 - 7 
on amusing byline piece in the 
upcoming 
18th Anniversary Number 
of 

VA 
ARIETY 
i 





New Fashions in Financing? 


Exhibs, growing increasingly concerned about a product short- 
age, have indicated a willingness to support the efforts of reliable 


indie producers. 


According to a highly-placed exhibitor leader, 


the problem of bank loans for independent production can be 
solved by the indirect backing of theatremen:. 
This, he indicated, could be done via the signing of guaranteed 


play dates which the banks wouJd accept as “collateral.” 


Promi- 


nent exhibitor organizations, he said, would back this move, thus 


giving the producer solid backing for his project. 


Theatremen, 


he noted, are ready to confer with any indie producer who has a 
proven record of accomplishment. 








udge Favors Lester Martin Vs. Col: . 


Not a Pro. Stockholder Agitator; 
He Seeks Dividend Improvement 


* By GEORGE GILBERT 





Drivein Convention 
May Have 50% Turnout 
Cincinnati, Dec. 8. 
Representatives of more than 
half of the nation’s 4,000 drive-in 
cinema parks are expected here for 


the first National Allied Drive-In 
Theatre Association convention, 
Feb. 2-4. Ruben Shor, who heads 
he new division of Allied, makes 
the forecast. 


Simultaneously, Allied’s  400- 
member Ohio group will be in ses- 
sion at the same Netherland Plaza. 





are Records 
For 1 Years, 
Judge Rules 


Los Angeles, Dec. 8. 


Eight maior studios were or- 
dered by Federal Judge Ben Har- 


rison to produce records of pro- 
duction and Los Angeles 
grosses on all films made between 
May, 1940. and September, 1951. 


T 


costs 


Unusual order provides that these 
records be made available to the 


Hawaii Theatre in its anti-trust suit 
asking damages of $5,223,126 and 


charging the majors with discrimi- ! 


nation in the distribution of first- 
run pictures. 

“Drastic remedies,” the 
explained to one of the protesting 
attorneys, “are sometimes neces- 


} 


sary in litigation.” 


Allid Artists Line Up 
35 Pix, 4 Technicolor 





And One CinemaScoper 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 

With 12 features in backlog, Al- 
lied Artists is prepping 13 stories 
for 1954 schedule, which is tenta- 
tively set at 35 pix. 

Four will be in Technicolor, in- 
cluding one, “Black Prince,” in 
CinemaScope. 

Other tinters include “Annapolis 
Story “Wichita,” “Eagles of 
Fleet.” 





Swe 


N. ¥. te L. A. 


Americo Aboaf 

Emmet R. Callahan 

Nat “King” Cole 

Arlene Dahl 

Yvonne De Carlo 

George Gruskin 

David Lord 

Edgar J. Mannix 

David N. Martin 

Vaughn Monroe 

H. C. Potter 

Joel Preston 

Natalie Schafer 

Anna Sosenko 

Howard Strickling 

Eve Sully 

Frederic W. Wile Jr. 
Europe to N. Y. 

Fayette W. Allport 

George & Gene Bernard 

Jacqueline du Bief 

Wilbur Evans 

Lionel Hampton 

Allan Jones 

Alexandre Kalioujny 

Phyllis Kirk 

Diana Lynn 

Andre Mertens 

N. Peter Rathvon 

Charles Vidor 

tobert Wyler 


jurist | 


Corporate books and records of 
Columbia Pictures may be in- 
spected by a company stockholder, 
N. Y. Supreme Court Special 
| Referee Isidor Wasservogel ruled 
last week, if his motive is in “good 
faith’ and such an inspection is 
necessary to protect his investment. 


Decision culminated a 10-month 
legal battle waged by Lester 
Martin, head of an_ investment 


trust bearing his name, to force the 
management to bare its books. 
Martin, who says he holds 59,000 
shares of Col common, success- 
fully beat down company charges 
that he’s a “professional stock- 
| holder agitator” and was acting in 
' bad faith because he was attempt- 


ing to “gain control of the cor- 
poration.” 

| Referee Wasservogel, in a 
ilengthy opinion, held that Col's 


, “agitator” assertions are “unwar- 
ranted and without foundation” 
since on the evidence Martin hasn't 
been motivated by “malice per- 
sonal gain, ill will or intent to in- 
terfere with or harass” manage- 
ment. Jurist also noted that Martin 
had “categorically denied’ under 
oath any intent or desire to control 
the company. 

Wasservogel probed the merits 
of the case under an order handed 
down June 30 by the Appellate 
Division of the Supreme Court. 
This appeals tribunal had modified 
a lower court ruling, which per- 
mitted Martin to inspect the books, 
pending an investigation as to the 
| stockholder - plafntiff’'s good faith 
| and intentions. 

Spells Out Rights 

Martin hailed Wasserwvogel’s find- 
ings as of “far-reaching impor- 
tance” since he feels it spells out 
jfor the first time a stockholder’s 
| rights when his motives are in good 
| faith. Thus, he added, the decision 
|could be used as a lever for a 
| shareholder of any other film com- 
| pany to compel the firm to show its 
(Continued on page 26) 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Barney Balaban 
William Bishop 
Don Blackman 
Ben Blue 

Robert Blumofe 
Shirley Booth 
Jimmy Boyd 
Keefe Brasselle 
Brian Donlevy 
Bill Dozier 
Sylvia Fine 
Eugene Frenke 
L. Wolfe Giibert 
Rex Harrison 
Russell Holman 
Edward Everett Horton 
John Houseman 
Frankie Laine 
Piper Laurie 

Art Linkletter 
Jeanette MacDonald 
Kenneth MacKenna 
Daniel Mann 
Gary Merrill 
Terry Moore 

A. L. Pratchett 
Anthony Quinn 
Paul Raibourn 
John Kawlins 
Aldo Ray 

Gene Raymond 
Sid Rechetnik 
Artur Rubinstein 
Bob Shaw 
William L. Taub 








Sam Weisbord 
Rene Williams 
Mary Wickes 


N. Y. to Europe 


Louis de Rochemont 
Robert Dowling 
Emeric Pressburger 
Abe Saperstein 
German Severn 
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IT WAS A NICE YEAR OVERSEAS 





Over 13 Films Now 


With Total Prod. 


Buenos Aires, Dec. 1. + 


Shooting in Arg, 
Now Ahead of ’52 





There are 13 Or more pictures 
currently in production at motion 
picture studios here, ® record this 
year when there has been only in- 
termittent activity because of coin 
and rawstock shortages. There 
were 23 films produced in the first 
six months, with the final count for 
1953 likely to show almost that 
many in the last half. There were 
only 35 in 1952. 

Of the 46 registered producing 
units here, only four are really ma- 
jor studios, These are topped by 
Argentina Sono Film, still the most 
active and successful. Also big is 
Artistas Argentinos Asociados. The 
other two are General Belgrano | 
and Libertador. These last two! 
have been most successful with | 
musicals and light farces.g | 





Previous bigname_ operations, 
San Miguel, Emelco and_ Inter- 
americana-Mapol, are still in bank- 
ruptcy toils although their studio | 
properties have been 
other producers. 
shuttered. EFA is now operating | 
again, but talent is not anxious to) 
work there because of so-called | 
slow pay. 

Creation of the Big Five Produc- | 
tion unit, spurred on by entertain- | 
ment chief Raul Apold, was fol- | 
lowed by a long delay, but finally | 
Daniel Tinayre has .“International | 
Train” well under way. It is' 
planned to exhib this film at the! 
Mar del Plata International Film | 
Fete, now set for next March. | 


(Continued on page 26) 


Picker On India 
And Europe As 


leased to | 
Lumiton also is 








|nomination hopefuls, 


Falling Stars 
Hollywood, Dec. 8. 

Contract players continue to 
fall like autumn leaves on the 
20th-Fox lot. Three more, 
Byron Palmer, Casey Adams 
and George Winslow, are due 
to drop within the next month. 
Rory Calhoun and Ann 
Bancroft were recently sepa- 

rated from the payroll. 








ACADEMY-COY 


ENTRIES FEW 
IN LA. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 8 

A battle of dimensions—depth 
and width—instead of the usual 
last - minute rush of Academy 
will feature 
this — first-run screen offer- 
ings breaking during the Christmas 
period in ljocal theatres. 

It will be 3-D lined up against 
CinemaScope in the _ principal 
| Struggle for the holiday boxoffice 
dollar. Of the eight pictures defin- 
| itely set for holiday period bows, 
three will have the depth treat- 
ment as the chief lure, plus color. 
Two CinemaScope features in color 
will be newcomers on the Christ- 
mas showcase scene. and a third 
anamorphic in tints will hold over 


to even the contest with the 
depthies. 
MGM makes its CinemaScope 


bow with “Knights of the Round 


| Table” at the Egyptian. Compet- 


ing in United Artists Theatre Cir- 


Only way to conquering the Indi- | 
an market is to construct a series 
of showcases for American product | 
and to keep playing it until the | 
Indian public cultivates a taste for | 
Hollywood films. 

That's the opinion of Arnold M. 
Picker, 
charge of foreign sales. Picker, | 
who said he was fully aware of the | 
inadequacy of the U.S. pix impact | 
in India, fully understands that the | 
program he proposes is both costly | 
and not likely to pay off in a 
hurry. | 

Picker agrees with Keki Modi, | 
Indian exhib, who recently stated | 
on a visit to N.Y. that he didn’t feel 
cubbing was the answer in India. | 
Several companies have tried dub- | 
bing and have even gone as far as 
putting special songs and dances 
into their pix to appeal to the Indi- | 
an mass audience. Efforts haven't 
panned out. U.S. distribs still get 
practically all of their revenue in | 
India out of only four major cities. | 

Picker is interested in the pos- | 
sible consolidation of facilities 
with other companies in the small- 
er markets, but nothing has | 
evolved to date. Discussions are | 
g0ing on constantly, he indicated. | 
Difficulty is the method of splitting | 
revenue since UA reps indie pro- | 
ducers. Some distribs, like Metro 
and 20th-Fox, are selling one an- 
other's product in territories like | 
Austria and Trinidad. The take is 
divided on the basis of domestic 
returns, | 

There are ample possibilities for | 
developing world markets, gener- 
(Continued on page 21) 


Sales Potentials 


| 

} 

‘ ’ ° | 

Bank Seeks ‘Scarf’ Coin | 

Los Angeles, Dec. 8. | 

Suit for $4,018 still due on a loan | 

Of $275,000 was filed in Superior 

Court by the Bank of America 

against Gloria Productions, Joseph 

Justman, I. G. Goldsmith and Vera 
Caspary Goldsmith. 

Loan, made in 1950, financed the | 

Production of the film ‘The Scarf,” 





st ‘tring John Ireland and Mer- | 
tedes McCambridge. 


| cuit’s downtown Loew's 
be MGM’s 3-D 


State will 
“Kiss Me Kate.” 
(Continued on page 22) 


Deluxe Suit Settled 


Chicago, Dec. 8. 
were signed last 





Final papers 


week for out-of-court settlement of 
the DeLuxe Theatre antitrust ac- 
United Artists veepee in tion. This is one of the oldest cases 
on present film row docket, dating | 
back to 1949. 


Attorney Abe Brussell. 
originally filed suit on the north- 


| side theatre’s behalf, has since ac- 


| quired assistance from Seymour | 


| Simon. 


who | 





By FRED HIFT 


Motion Picture Export Assn. in 
1953 was directly responsible for 
the remittance of more than $77,- 
000,000 via international film 
ugreements or compensation deais 





Coin doesn’t include Canada which | 


was good for another $21,000,000 

From the point of view of the 
| MPEA, this has been the associa- 
|tion’s most successful year in the 


foreign field. Thawing of large 
amounts in countries like Japan, ! 
France and Brazil came in the 


wake of general economic improve- 
ment abroad and was aided also 
by the reactivation of the MPEA's 
foreign tax committee 
Monies, some of which 
+ ee over many years, 
markets. In all of them, with 
tr exception of Yugoslavia, the 
| companies are doing business on 
| their own with MPEA working out 


had ac- 
came from 


| overall remittances and deals via 
negotiations on both industry and 
government levels 

MPEA prexy Eric Johnston this 


year inked new film agreements 
with Britain, Italy, Spain and Bel- 
(Continued on page 22 


UA Aims At 
World Rights 
On All Pix 





Upbeat of United Artists as a 
revitalized major distrib is also 
tringing a considerable strength- 
enins i7A’s foreign department 
in terms available product. 

: several of UA'’s big- 

grossers, such as 

teuge” and “The African 

G ay others, haven't been 
%.auabie +o the company for han- 


| Gling abroad. This has led to some 
jexhib beefs and the subsequent 
ineed to explain the inequity 

Now, however, things are chang- 
ing. As UA’s position grows strong- 
er, its prestige rises. Also more 
UA money rides on its releases 
Outfit is acquiring foreign rights 
ito a far greater percentage of its 
pix and the aim is to make it 
100°. Outstanding exception at 


j} the moment is “Beat the Devil” to 
which UA has only western hemi- 
phere rights. 





+ 





Like Old-Timers on Set 


Hollywood, Dec. 8 
Oldtime thesps are getting 
a break in Paramount's “Liv- | 
ing It Up,” directed by Nor- 
man Taurog who likes to have 
pros on the set. It is economi- 
cal, he said, to have experi- 
enced actors who know how 
a scene should be played 
Among the screen vets in 
picture are Franklyn Farnum, 
Fred Sweeney, Hank Mann, 


Stuart Holmes, Philo McCol- 
lough, Hazel “Sunny” Boyne 


and Torben Meyer. 





ALREADY BAD, 
SHORTS SLUMP 
WORSENS 


Seasonal shuttering of a good 
many of the driveins has dealt an- 
other blow to short subjects sales! 
which have fallen off alarmingly 
Spread of CinemaScope is seen 
making the position of shorts as 
well as newsreels even more dii- 
ficult. 

Ozoners are heavy users of 
one and two-reelers which make 
good curtain raisers for the hour 
or so when it’s still fairlv light 

Drop in revenue from shorts 
newsreels has been steady ove! 
past year or two. One major dis- 
trib reports that sales of cartoon 
shorts are off by as much as 33° 

Companies blame exhib econo- 
mies. Smaller houses especially 
have tended to lop off the newsree! 
as their initia] budget-cutting meas- 

(Continued on page 21 


Dudley’s Munich ‘Kabarett’ ° 
Hollywood, Dec. 8 
Dudley Pictures Corp. closed 
dea] with Carlson Films, of Munich 
for the joint production of “Ka- 
barett.” to be filmed in Germany; 
early next year. Picture will be 
made in Dudley's Vistarama proc- 
ess with an aspect ratio of 2.66 
This makes two pictures to be 
co-produced in Germany. Company 
recently signed an agreement with 
Erich Pommer for “Festival in 
Salzburg.” also in Vistarama 
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IEA COIN GUES F ormulate CinemaScope Shorts Policy; 
IEERFIIL TAEN|) Foreign Governments Fancy Travelogs 


Establishment of a CinemaScope 


| shorts production unit at the Z0th- 


Fox studio on the Coast leaves open 
the question of where the New 


| York Movietone setup fits in the 


20th scheme of things. Movietone 
has lensed two CinemaScope sub- 
jects so far, but the reelers have 
failed to rouse much enthusiasm 
among hormeoffice exec: 

New 20th policy re CinemaScope 
shorts calls for extended produc- 
tion of reels that fit into the 
studio's overseas lensing sked. 
Since CinemaScope lends itself 
particularly well to travel scenes, 
it's figured that it is most econom- 
ical to make subject where a studio 
crew might be on location 

Scheme has the added advantage 


of currying favor with foreign 
governments that are continous!y 


asking the American companies to 
make travel shorts that would in- 
directly encourage tourism in the 
respective countries In some 
places, the governments actually 
grant economic favors to companies 
willing to lens ijocal shorts 

New production unit at the Coast 
will be headed by Otto Lang. 
urpose is to record not only 
travelogs, but also special events 
anywhere throughout the world. 
Definite effort will be made to 
match the mood and theme of 
aScope pix with a = short 
depicting the iocale of the filn 

Creation of the Coast unit came 
as a complete surprise to him, 
Edmund Reek. Movietone exec 
producer, asserted in N. Y. Monda) 

Continued on page 21) 


BRAZIL REMITS 
$4500,000 to US. 


Cinen 





Remittance of about $4,500,000 
from Brazil duripg the past week 
has brought total coin from that 


few months 
Mation Pic- 
expects the 
their pre 


iarket during the past 
to almost $10,000,000 
ture Export Assn. nov 
Prazilians to live up to 
mise t+ clean 
Standing debts 
year. That 
a film 
and possibly 

Exact amounts 
the Brazilian 


bs the end of the 
would involve addition- 
remittances of $5,000,000 
more 
to be thawed bv 
government depend 
on whether the film distribs get 
paid up to Feb. 23, or whether 
Gebts accrued to the moment wiili 
be liquidated. 1.S. com panies had 
$75.000.000 blocked up to Feb. 23 
representing an accumulation of 
earnings. Since that 
$4.000.000 have 


iwo years 
date. an additional 
been piled up 
Companies at this point feel 
fairly sure that some money will 
be forthcoming aiso from Argen- 


tina where the Peron government 
has indicated it’s relaxing its re- 
strictions on imports Officia 

there's been no talk of remittances 


but the distribs are in an optimis- 
tic mood Top coin from Argentina 
would be $5,500,000, but could 


also be as little as $2,200,000 


Robert C 


orkery. MPEA exec in 
charge of Latin America, is cur- 
rently in Rio to insure that there's 
no hitch in the Brazil remittances 
He has indicated to MPEA in N.Y 
that his Argentine talks have been 
coing well. Raul Apold, Argentine 
communications topper! recent 
visited US. as a guest of the 
MPEA 


Conflicting ‘High Irons’ 


Holivw Dec. 8 
Republic’s recent story buy, 
High Iron,” is likely to 
hassle witl Metro “wh 
“High Iron” of 
dealing with a 
adventures 
Metro's 
Grady, Jr 


ood 


cause a 
has a 
although 


iCil 
its own 
different set of 
Bills 
dea 


yarn, assigned to 

for production, 
with the operation of a modern 
tailroad. The Todhunter Ballard 
novel purchased by Republic con- 


cerns a cowboy who foils a_ plot 
to steal a trainload of silk and 
‘later becomes a railroad tycoon 
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Bad fer Each Other 


Formula drama for program- 
mer spots. Stars Chariton 
Heston and Lizabeth Scott. 



















Columbia release. Stars Charlton Hes- 
ton, Lizabeth Scott and Dianne Foster; 
features Mildred Dunnock, Arthur Franz, 
Ray Collins, Marjorie Rambeau, Lester 
Matthews, Rhys Williams and Lydia 
Clarke Directed by Irving Rapper. 
Screenplay, Irving Wallace and Horace 
McCoy, story by McCoy; camera, Frank 
Planer; editor, Al Clark; musical direc- 













































































































N.Y.. Dec. 4 ’53. Running time, 83 MINS. 
Dr. Tom Owen Charlton Heston 
Helen Curtis Lizabeth Scott 
Joan Lasher ....scsce. Dianne Foster 
Mrs. Mary Owen 
Dr. Jim Crowley 
Dan Reasonover Ges Ray Collins 
Mrs. Roger Nelson ....Marjorie Rambeau 
Dr. Homer Gleeson .... Lester Matthews 
Doc Scobee 
Rita Thornburg 
Pete Olzoneskt 
Joe Marzano 
Tippy Kashko .......+.+-- 
Lucille Greltlett ......+... 
Ada Nicoletti 


. Arthur Franz 


-vdia Clarke 
KVAabenconen Chis Alcaide 
Robert Kevs 
Frank Tully 
Ann Robinson 
Dorothy Green 


Any progress the film industry 
has made toward weaning people 
away from television, “Bad for 
Each Other” reverses. It is an ar- 
tificial hodgepodge of formula 
drama, cut 
pattern. Names of Charlton Hes- 
ton and Lizabeth Scott may help 
in selling. but generally poor re- 
turns are forecast. It rates no more 


than a programmer spot. 
Once again, perhaps for the 
umpteenth time, the perennial 


theme of money versus integrity is 
dished up. The situations are tele- 
graphed. the dialog is stilted. and 
the eutcome a foregone conclusion 
after less than five minetes of un- 


reeling. 
Yarn presents Heston as an 
Army doctor who returns to his 


coal town home after ten years of 
service. He has his choice of min- 
istering to the needs of the miners 
or setting up a swank practice in 
Pittsburgh. He chooses the latter 
under the influence of Miss Scott. 
the mine-owner’s daughter. Miss 
Scott. as a jaded divorcee given to 
cocktail parties and cafe society 
life, steers her wealthy friends to 
the voung doctor’s door. Although 
undergoing an inner struggle as he 
preseribes pink pills for non-exist- 
ent ailments of the rich, he con- 
soles himself with his loot. 

The opportunity, of course. ar- 
for him to regain his in- 

He is at a cocktail party. 
The phone rings. There's been an 
explosion at the mine. In his tux, 
ne rushes to the mine. descends to 
and heroicallv fulfills his 
oath. The disaster 
serves as a catharsis. He re- 
noumces Miss Seott, her lack of 
humility amd his lucrative practice. 
returns to serve the coal town 
where he once worked in the mines 
as a barrel bov. Naturally. there’s 
another girl waiting, Dianne Fos- 
ter. a nurse thoroughly imbued 
with integrity. 

The picture hardly helps the ca- 
Teers of Miss Scott. Heston or di- 
rector Irving Rapper. Other fine 
performers are shamefully wasted. 
especially Mildred Dunnock. who 
portrays Heston’s mother. Miss 
Foster. Arthur Franz, Ray Collins 
and Marjorie Rambeau do their 
best with thankless roles. Techni- 
cal aspects are adeauate 

No producer credit is given. Un- 
der the circumstances, it’s not sur- 
prising. Holl 
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Shadew Man 


Okay British-made program 
melodrama with Cesar Romero. 


Hollywood, Dec. 3 
Lippert Pictures release of an Anglo 
Amalgamated preduction. produced by 
William H Williams. Stars Cesar Romero 
Kay Kendali, Edward Under. 
| ictor Maddern, Simone Silva. Di 
rect y Riehard Vernon. Screenplay by 
ernon based on Laurence Mynell’s 
vel “The Creaking Chair camera 
Grindrod: editor, Geoffrey Muller 
isie, Erie Spear. At Hollywood Para- 
iout Dec. 2, ‘53. Runing time, 76 MINS. 
Cesar Romero 
Kay Kendall 
Edward Underdown 
\ Maddern 


a 
z 


migi 
Barbara Gale 
Inspector Johnstone 
‘imp Victor 
Simone Silva 
Liam Gaffney 
Robert Cawdron 
Jonn Penrose 
Bill Travers 
Hamiey Clifford 
Eileen Way 
Hardtmuth 


f 
\ngeie Abbe 

-d Roberts 
S Hadley 
(.eraid Gale 
gel Langley : 
4 Darreil . 
rs. Toms 
Poppa 


Molly 





The U Ss 


; ' ' programmer market 
bd ould find 


this an acceptable 
3ritish-made melodrama, even 
tho’ the running time is a bit over- 
length. Cesar Romero is the 
famillar name in the cast, 
helns give boxoffice value 
Typical British attention to 
characterization in bit parts is car- 
ried out in the film, but without 
any slowdown, as Richard Ver- 
non’s direction puts his script 
through its paces. The suspense 
element is well established by the 
direction and the mood of the 
piece is heightened by the _ har- 
monica emphasis in the Eric Spear 
score and by the low-key, interesi- 
ingly angled lensing of Phil Grind- 
rod. 


onl 


but 





However, in regards to the 

latter, print seen was grainy. 
Romero, operator of a_ pinball 
joint in London, becomes the ob- 


ject of a police hunt after an ex- 





tion, Mischa Bakaleinikoff. Previewed in | 


Mildred Dunnock | 


. Rhys Williams 


from the pulp fiction | 


girl friend, Simone Silva, is found 


stabbed to death in his quarters 


He seeks the aid of Victor Mad- 
| dern, cripple who works for him 
| and who is the real Killer, It's 3 
|case of trapping Maddern into a 
| confession Mt the climax to wrap | don't glorify the German soldier, 
|up all the story angles and, with | nor do they put the blame on 
police help from inspector Edward | 


| Underdown, 
clear himself. 


Romero 


Kendall, 


ally acceptable performances. 
Brog. 





War Arrow 
(COLOR) 


Formula cavalry and Indians 
actioner with Maureen O'Hara, 
Jeff Chandler. Average for 
outdoor market. 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 

Universal release of 4 
production. Stars Maureen O'Hara, 
Chandler: features John Melntire, Suzan 
Ball. Noah Beery. Charles Drake. Directed 
by aa Sherman. Written by John 
Michae 


Haves: camera (Technicolor), 
William Daniels: editor, Frank Gross. 
Previewed Dec. 1, ‘S3. Running time, 
78 MINS. 


Miain® Corwee ..6ascccce 
Major Howell Brady 
Col. Jackson Meade 
Avis ose coeeeens 
Set. Augustus Wilks 


Maureen O'Hara 
gush aca Jeff Chandler 
dnd alee John Mcintire 
Suzan Ball 
Noah Beery 


Set. Luke Schermerhorn Charles Drake 
PSE ose ae Henry Brandon 
Re ne REY AP Dennis Weaver 
Satanta re eee Jay Silverheeis 
Capt. Roger Corwin....... James Bannon 
Captain Neal ...........c. Steve Wyman 
Lieutenant 


Brad Jackson 


ee ee ee | 





Maureen O’Hara, Je Chandler 
and Technicolor give “War Arrow’ 
an advantage that should rate its 
routine cavalry versus’ Indians 
melodramatics an average pavoff 
in the general market. It starts 
with a good idea. but poor devel- 
ooment never iets it rise above 
formula. 

George Sherman is a director 
who knows his action. but the 
John Michael Hayes script doesn’t 
give him much. Customer has to 
wait 71 minutes for the cavalry- 
Indians bigscale brawl. 


The good plot idea has Chandler. 
Armv major on special assignment 
in Texas. recruiting some trans- 
planted Seminoles to help him put 
down a Kiowa Indian uprising. 
John McIntire. c.o. at the Texas 
fort. is against the idea and ham- 
pers Chandler wherever possible. 
In the end, however, Chandler's 
theory works out. the Kiowas get 
their comeuppance and the hero 
gets Miss O'Hara. 

Picture falters in development 
of plot. Writing stops too often 
for dialog prattle between the 
principals and the words are out 
of keeping with the characters or 
the early-west being more suited 
to cafe society. This incongruity 
prevents the stars and featured 
players from adding any realistic 
cnharacterizations. 

Suzan Ball portrays a fiery Sem- 
inole princess who wants to better 
her lot in life. Henry Brandon is 
her chieftain father who helps 
Chandler. Noah Beery and Charles 


Drake amuse as the two sergeants: | 


aiding Chandler’s scheme. James 
{.nnon is in briefly as a renegade 
white married to Miss O’Hara who 
is egging the Kiowas on. 

The John W. Rogers production 
has some strong technical credits 





n the color lensing by William 
Daniels and the other functions 
that do well by the outdoor values 
Brog. 
Bis Funf Minuten Nach 
Zwolf 
(Till Five Minutes Past Twelve) 
(GERMAN) 
Berlin, Dec. 1 
Tempo release of Rapid production 
Directed by Richard Von Schenk. Screen- 
plas Gerhard Grindel: camera. Sepp 
Kirzeneder: music, Rudolf Perak: sets 
4 Seefelder Tradeshown in Berlin 
Running time, 66 MINS. 


Here is another German full- 
length documentary on the Hitler 
regime. fortunately one that has a 
more honest attitude than those 
released previously. Pic may be 
an interesting item for a limited 
number of US. situations, mainly 
because of the showing of new 
celiuloid scenes. Film has stirred 
controversy here, as possibiy glori- 
fying Nazism; Ween banned by 
Bonn, but has been shown in Ham- 
burg nevertheless. 

Some footage seems likely to be 
of special interest, such as scenes 
about Hitler's private life ‘includ- 
ing Eva Braun, his mistress, taking 
a shower), excerpts from Nazi 
newsreels which didn’t get Goeb- 
bels’ greenlight ‘as the Nazi chief- 
tain didn't look too favorable in 
them). Japanese war newsreels de- 
picting the attack on Pear! Harbor, 
etc 

One positive factor about the 
film is the fact that the narrators: 


is able to, 


Romero handles his dramatics 
capably. Maddern shows up well 
as the killer and Underdown’'s po- 
lice inspector character is properly 
understated in the playing. Kay 
as Romero's new girl } 
friend. Miss Silva as the ex, plus | could stand some cutting. The best 
good bit characters by Molly Ham- 
ley Clifferd, Eileen Way and Paul | 
Hardtmuth, round out the gener- 


John W. Rogers 
Jeff 


over his role so that he undisturb- | @ 800d 


(who insisted on their names not 
. | being listed in the trailer) refresh- 
ingly distinguish themselves from 
those in previous pix, by keeping 
an objective attitude throughout 


the scenes. For instance, they “Best Years of Our Lives,” 


late in January. 


stupid Nazi generals for causing dates in firstrun situations. 


the Reich’s defeat. Their vocabu- 
lary is that of an “immoral re- 
gime,” and calls upon the Germans 
never to leave decisions and re- 
sponsibilities to their “Fuehrers,’ 
but to carry them out themselves. 

Technical credits are par. Some 
scenes, particularly near the end, 


mosphere. ates 
While widescreen projection 





no serious detriment. 
that can be said about this film 
is that it honestly intends to depict 
the unholy German past as it really 
was. Hans. 


a fresh release, “Best Years,” wh 
should again prove a boxoffice w 


Meet Mr. Lucifer 
(BRITISH) 


Feeble British comedy poking 


fellow veterans.” 
fun at TV, slim chances even 


Best Years’ Stands Test of Time 


Hollywod, Dec. 8. 
Samuel Goldwyn’s 1946 Academy 


Award winner, is being reissued in..1.65 to 1 widescreen ratio 
New $250,000 advertising campaign will back 


Shown in Hollywood to special press group last night (Monday) 
it’s surprising how well this William Wyler-directed and Robert E, 
Sherwood-written film stands up in light of current events and at- 


doesn’t actually enhance “Best 


Years,” it does put it in modern film dimensions category and leaves 
only the feminine clothes as its only “dated” aspect. But this is 


With Goldwyn giving film brand new ad campaign as though it’s 


ich runs two hours and 55 minutes, 
inner for exhibitors. Since there’s 


whole new generation of veterans once again returning from war, 
picture is same provocative subject it was seven years ago. 

Then there’s added exploitation asset of film-having won seven 
major Oscars, not counting Thalberg award to Goldwyn and special 
award to Harold Russell for bringing “hope and courage to his 


Scho. 











on U. S. dualers. 





London, Dec. 1. 

GFD release of Ealing Studio-Michael 
Balcon production. Stars Stanley Hollo- 
way, Peggy Cummins, Jack Watling, Bar- 
bara Murray. Joseph Tomelty, Kay _Kan- 
dall. Guest artists Gilbert Harding, Philip 
Harben McDonald Hobley. David Miller. 
| Directed by Anthony Pelissier. Screen- 
play, Mqnja Danischewsky based on play, 
“Beggar My Neighbour.” by Arnold Rid- 
tley: camera. Desmond Dickinson; editor, 
Bernard Gribble, music, Eric Rogers. At 


(The Children of Love) 
(FRENCH) 





Paris, Dec. 1. 

Cocinor release of Gray rot 
tion. Stars Etchika Choreau, Dominique 
Page. Joelle Bernard. Directed by Leonide 
Moguy. Screenplay, Marise Querlin, Mo- 
guy, Jean-Charles Tachella from novel by 
Querlin; camera, Robert Juillard; editor, 





3 ‘Louisette Hautecoeur: music, Joseph 
MNS SS a ee | ee technical advisor, Pierre Gas- 
Mr. Holl ‘th ? pard Huit. At Colisee, Paris. Running 
| ser. — ' |. Stanley Holloway | time, 105 MINS. . 
| Kit! » Cummins | Anne-Marie .........- Etchika Choreau 
ry nasealavseanionl — Watling Jacques ...........:- Jean-Claude Pascal 
ERIE . Barbara Murray Helent .........eee0e0:- Lise Bourdin 
et. PS 64 cncccceann Joseph Tomelty | Liliane ..........++.++: Dominique Page 
GAGEE oo cc ceceeases ...... Kay Kendall | Dollie .........-.+.-++: _ Joelle Bernard 
RE SE re Gordon Jackson | Directress ......-...-. Valentine Tessier 
We Eo cancexeuae Charles Victor | Priest .........----+++5-- : Duvaleix 
Art Humphrey Lestoeq | Father ....-.-.--.+-+++++5 Marcel Peres 


Ernest Thesiger 











Leonide Moguy,- who made the 
There is a germ of a good idea| film plea for sex education in 
in describing the impact of TV on | “Tomorrow Is Too Late,” is again 
ordinary folk, but this attempt by on a social-sex theme in this new 
the Ealing Studios must surely be | film. Here a refuge center for un- 
written off as a feeble effort. The | wed, expectant mothers is main 
basic idea never emerges with any; scene for gathering a_ series 
degree of clarity, and the entire | of sketches about the life and fate 
theme is presented with the max- | of the unwed girls. It gets in licks 
imum of confusion. A moderate! for birth control, church leniency 
attraction for local exhibitors who and the need for greater sex educa- 
can use the quota ticket, with very tion. While the aims are laudable, 
slim chances on the lower half of the pic suffers from its sketchiness 
U. S. double bills. |and illustration of points, and is 
The first victim of domestic view- too facile and familiar in treatment 
,ing is Joseph Tomelty who is to make this of more than ordinary 
presented with a set on his retire- interest. This has’ exploitation 
ment but soon finds his parlor angles. 
cluttered up with neighbors while dramatic appeal for top art house 
he gets heavily in debt supplying 
fiquor. Conveniently, he sells the | 
set to a young married couple who 


ground has the added dramatic 


Les Enfants De L°’4{mour 


Film produc- 


But it does not have the | 


or sureseater slotting in the USS. | 
A familiar girl’s dormitory back- | 


Tr a tk erat immanent 


er gal also sails on it, headed for 
the colonies with her new husband, 

Enroute, after some involved do- 
ings, a revolt breaks out among 
the women. In the ensuing fire 
which sinks the ship, only Miss 
Britt and her lawyer are saved. 
Revolt, in which long-imprisoned 
women take over the ship from its 
crew and proceed on a self-styled 
orgy of wine, men and song, sums 
up the pic’s exploitable fare. Much 
of this sequence has been trimmed 








by the local censor. , 
In an attempt to skirt trouble 
of this kind, producers. have 


thrown in a mass redemption with 
religious overtones at finale, just 
before ship sinks in flames. Un- 
subtle acting is in keeping with 
film’s broad-styled intentions, but 
presents plenty of eye-appeal, with 
Miss Weber, Miss Britt and Kerima, 
as the leader of the revolt, stand- 
ing out. Flo Sandons sings the 
film’s one song, ‘‘Malasierra,” local 
hit. Pastel color (Gevacolor) is 
effective. and other production 
values are okay. Hawk. 


Le Marchand de Venise 
(Merchant of Venice) 
(FRANCO-ITALIAN) 


Paris, Dec. 1. 
Discfilm release of Elysees Film-Ven- 
turi production. Stars Michel Simon, 
Andree Debar, Massimo Serato: features, 
Armando Francioli, Olga Solbelli, Giorgia 
Albertazzi. Directed by Pierre  Billon; 
Sereenplay by Louis Ducreux. Billon; 
| camera, Arturo Gallea: editor, Louis Bel- 
| lero; music, Giovanni Fusco. At Triomphe, 








| Paris. Running time, 102 MINS. 


} | Shyloeh .....0. cae wa eae Michel Simon 

have the apartment upstairs, but | note of the pregnancy of the occu- | Portia. yoadceb en ctv ees Andree Debar 

this leads to a domestic rift. In pants. However, 100 girls in the | gntonio .....- vevecess.. Sn ee 

turn, he gives the tele set away to condition are less poignant than j Jessica ...... rieecavibe Olga Solbelli 

a despised colleague. ithe fate of one, and this is the | Lorenzo ............. Gorgio Albertazzi 
All the proceedings are watched film’s main weak point. Each} 


with a not too benevolent eye by 
Stanley Holloway who first appears 
as a pantomime demon, and then 
seems to be wafted away into an- | social po'emic. There is also a 
other and far warmer place. It all tendency towards preachiness. 

adds up to dreary entertainment in} Moguy has given this careful but 
which a competent cast struggle pedestrian treatment relying on the 
in vain to master such slim material | obvious instead of delving deeply 


/character falls into a pattern and 


here the exposition bogs rather 
than making 


Slipshod direction doesn't help into the characters and the subject | 
matters. Myro. | matter. Thus, the marriage of a 


pregnant girl to her young lover 
loses its poignancy when all obvious 
aspects are used to cheapen the 
| effect. 
_waif quality needed for her role. 
| Dominique Page and Joelle Ber- 


Jonny Rettet Nebrader 
(Jonny Saves Nebrador) 
(GERMAN) 


Berlin, Dec. 1. 


a Nianz release of Meteor | production. imard are fine as child bride and 
Stars Hans Albers eatures Margot Heil- , > ane ] 
scher, Peter Pasetti, Ferdinand Anton, streetwalker. Jean-Claude Pascal 


Trude Hesterberg, Linda Hardt. Directed | iS wooden as the doctor but Lise 
by Rudolf Zugert. Sereengeny by Werner ,;Bourdin manages to get feeling 
Joerg Lueddecke ba on a novel by |; saawmtie ad na. - 
Kar! Lerbs. Camera, Hans Schneeberger; into P an e sential preac hy role. 
music, Werner Eishrenner: settings. Fritz | Lensing and editing are good, and 

{documentary aspects and_ birth 


poarietes Paul Markwitz. At Gloria 
alast, erii unnir ime, . ; 
alast, Berlin. Running time, 93 MINS scenes are well done. Mosk. 


This German adventure film 
shapes up as another piece in the 
} typical Hans Albers fashion. 
Though “Nebrador” is not as good 
as expected after the general up- 
heat of German film quality, it will 
emerge here—due to the powerful 
rame of Hans Albers—as another 
dead-sure money-maker. Since | 


La Nave Delle Donne 
Maledetie 
(Ship of Damned Women) 
(ITALIAN-COLOR) 


Genoa, Dec. 1 
release of an Excelsa 
Kerima. Ettore Manni, | 





Minerva Film 
production. Stars 
May Britt. Tania Weber, Eduardo Cianelli; | 


there is actually nothing new or | features Elvy Lissiak Luigi Tosi, Marcela 
exciti ab io donee 6 | Rovena, Flo Sandons. Directed by Raf- 

iting about it, pic doesn t se€e€M | faello Matarazzo. Screenplay. Matarazzo, 
to be qualified to lure U.S. patrons. | Ennio de Concini: camera. Aido Tomti 

“sy MA ; y At Orfeo, Genoa. Running time, 97 MINS. 

Film has Albers playing a double | pocario ania 
role. He is a globe trotter coming | DeSilva ......0..., Ettore Manni 
into a pseudo Latin-American -onenale reir te . May Britt 
country where a_ revolution has | Carmen SR i ; Elve bye od 
oroken out. He is a villain who! Captain ............. ; Luigi Tosi 
wants to overthrow his government. | Michele . .....-. Eduardo Cianelli 
Since both resemble each other ne 


like two pins, the villain hires the 


Color costumer with several ex- 
globetrotter to temporarily take 


ploitation pegs, this pie looks like 
grosser, especially in the 
edly can continue his revolutionary | local hinterlands where the pop- 
job. This angle provides the funny | #PPeal story will find its best audi- 
and adventurous situations. Good| ence. Its sex appeal and general 
Albers beats the bad one, thereby | 4udience values may rate it a spin 
saving the country called Nebrador, | Overseas as well. However, it’s no 

Albers turns in his usual de-| Prestige item and not for the arty | 
pendable performance in the man- | houses. 
ner as his numerous German fans} In 


order to save a_ profitable 
want to see him. Since the script | marriage and her poverty-threat- 


the pic a_ stirring | 


Etchika Choreau has the! 





| Shakespeare again comes to the 
' screen in this static adaptation of 

“Merchant of Venice.” Although 
the scenic appeal of Venice was 
| used in this, it never gets out of a 

Static, pretentious groove, and is 
/neither good Shakespeare nor good 
/screen fare. The languishing di- 

rection, substandard acting, except 
| for Michel Simon, and the ordinary 
| technical aspects make this a ques- 
| tionable entry for the U.S. It has 
| only the Shakespeare tag for arty 
| spots. It also might run into the 
| same kind of group dissension that 
| characterized the showing of “Oli- 
| ver Twist” in the U. S. 


The tale of moneylender Shy- 
lock is again unfolded against a 
background of carousing Venice. 
Shylock is hated by the people who 
borrow his money, and his daugh- 
ter runs off with his treasures and 
a gay nobleman. It then follows 
the familiar story only that Portia 
is disguised as a man in the court- 
room scene. 

Director Pierre Billon has given 
this an episodic mounting which 
detracts from the story of Shylock 
and never gives the characters the 
intensity or groupings needed. 
| Simon manages to give a measure 
of humanity to Shylock as the em- 
bittered man whose quest for 
vengeance ends in the loss of all 
his wordly goods and his daughter. 
Andree Debar is woden as Portia 
while the remainder of the cast is 
completely inadequate. Lensing is 
a bit flat, but the Venice exteriors 
give this a nice production asset. 

Editing does nothing to dispel the 
wordiness which is also hampered 
by a routine dubbing job. Mosk. 





Frenke, Williams’ Solo 


Hollywood, Dec. 8 
Eugene Frenke and Rene Wil- 
liams will produce “Heaven Knows 
Mr. Allison” on their own, as a 
result of the breakdown of nego- 
tiations with Wayne-Fellows Pro- 








is almost entirely concentrated | ened family, Tania Weber kills her 

upon him, the other players remain | illegitimate baby and pins the rap 

in the shadow. /On her cousin, May Britt. Lawye1 
Director Rudolf | defending latter, although ret a, 


Jugert, rated 


one of Germany's ablest film cre- 


less to save her, falls in love and | 
ators, in this case didn't keep the | swears revenge. Gal is deported | 
action rolling at full speed. There on a ship filled with other con-| 
are quite a number of dull mo- demned women headed for the! 
ments, 


Hans. icolonies. Coincidentally, the Web- | 


| the 


ductions for the film rights to the 
Charles Shaw novel. Understood 
deal fell through because 
Frenke demanded screen credit as 
producer. 

Picture is scheduled for filming 
next Spring in the South Pacific 
and in CinemaScope and Techni- 
color. 
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PRAISE GOES T0 THEIR POCKETS 





Execs’ Snap Judgment on M-Tape: 
Doubt Advantages, See Long Delay 


Magnetized tape recording of 
motion pictures in the TV field, as 
demonstrated by RCA in Princeton, 
N.J., last week, represents a giant 
step ahead for video. But any 
widescale application of this elec- 
tronic principle to the film industry 

appears off in the distant future, 
if ever 

Hollywood studios, with no stake 
in the manufacture of film, obvi- 
ously would welcome any develop- 
ment bringing the economy and 
time-saving advantages which are 
apparent in M-tape for TV. 

But production reps from the 
Coast and the economy-minded 
execs ot the N.Y. homeoffices can’t 
see how taped images, either in | 
color or only in black and white, 
could be projected on the vastness 
of a theatre screen with compara- | 
ble quality of film. They claim they | 
have the counsel of electronic 
engineers on their payrolls in this 
respect. 

On another count, and assuming 


+ 





Fotogs Pick ‘Bests’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 

Hollywood Press Photog- 
raphers selected Robert Wag- 
ner and Terry Moore as best 
new male and femme stars of 
1953. Nominated for stardom 
in 1954 were Pat Crowley, Tab 
Hunter, Jack Lemmon, Joanne 
Gilbert, May Wynn, Jeff Rich- 


ards,. Robert Francis, Steve 
Forrest, Richard Allan, Char- 
lotte Austin, Greg Palmer, 


Barbara Rush, Ursula Theiss, 
and Joan Weldon. 


Brandt Trial 


Drones Into 











that the high definition of the 

filmed picture is obtainable with 3rd N y W k 
tape. resultant economies - still ee ee 
would be doubtful. It would mean | 

a conversion (another one) to a Long-pending stockholder suit 
new type projection system for against Trans-Lux, with Harry 
theatres at a cost of millions. Fur-| Brandt and Trans-Lux attornes 
ther, the money savings in tape Milton Weisman as the main de- 
stems from the fact that the re- | fendants, is currently in its third 
corded motion picture may be | week of trial in N. Y. Supreme 


electronically erased from the tape 
after it is shown. In the picture | 
business, one film release print 
plays as many as 300 theatres so 
there are hardly any benefits to 


be gained from the erasure factor. | 


It the spool of tape were to play 
anywhere near 300 theatres, it's 
(Continued on page 24) 


Scroll for Schallert; 
Don Hartman Explains 
Distaste for Publicity 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
Hollywood faces a “greater | 
dream of the future than any ever | 
dreamed in the past” veteran L.A. 
Times film and drama critic Ed- | 





win Schallert told the 7th annual | 
Publists Guild Panhandle Dinner | 


Wed.* night (2) as the affair 
urned serious for the first time 
to present a scroll to Schallert in 
recognition of 38 years of repor t- | 
ing on the film industry. Usual | 
high-jinks of the program, in 


} 
! 
which the town’s journalists are | 
roasted by the publicists, was tem- | 
| Sam _ Katz, 


pered by the presentation which 
drew a standing tribute from the 
assembled guests. 

Presentation, made by Dore 
Schary, Kudosed Schallert for 
epitomizing the highest traditions 
of the press: 

Hiartman Keynoter 

Keynote speech by Paramount 
production executive Don Hart- 


man set a rollicking pace for the 
evening. He devoted most of his 


speech to a humorous account of 
how litthe he was interested in 
personal publicity, proving it by 
reading from a huge pile of scrap- 
(Conmiaued 4 on page 75) 





Rod Geiger an and Joe Grant 
‘40,000,000 Lire Swindle’ 


Rome, Dec. 1. 

Local newspapers have been giv- 
ing a big play to the arrest of Rod 
Geiger and Joseph Grant, charged 
with what the headlines term “the 
40,000,000 lire ($60,000) swindle” 
Geiger and Grant were setting up 
production of “The Giant,” a prize- 
fight feature telling the life story 
of Primo Carnera with a liberal 
backdropping of corruption and | 
rackets, 

Basis for the arrests is a series 
of checks which bounced before | 
sufficient backing was garnered by 
the producers to cover, thus send- 
ing debtees to the Italian police for 
action. Both producers were taken | 


to the Regina Coeli prison after 
their arrest. 


, Carnera has been called to Rome 
fom his north Italian home town, 


where he was waiting for picture | 
¥ start shooting, to testify in case. 


, Court. Activity to date has been a 
thorough examination of the same 
witness, A. D. Erickson, secretary- 
treasurer of Trans-Lux and not a 
defendant in the suit. 

Action is based on a long-time 
complaint against Brandt and other 
directors of the corporation. Two 
| main points are involved: the pur- 
{chase of seven theatres by Trans- 
| Lux and Brandt's buying and book- 
ing policies. Suing stockholders. 
alleging misrepresentation, are 
| seeking to have the deal involving 
the purchase of the theatres re- 
scinded and the return of the coin 
|to the corporation. They charge 
‘that theatres were bought from 
| corporations controlled by Brandt. 
| his family, or business associates. 
It is noted in the complaint that 
some of the theatres have been 

(Continued on page 22) 


Looks Likely Sam Katz 
‘And George Glass Will 
Be a Production Duo 


veteran exhibition 
jaa8 production exec who is now 
| bowing out as board chairman of 
/the Stanley Kramer Co. (now dis- 
solving), and George Glass. v.p. of 
; the same outfit, are mapping plans 
{to form a new independent film- 
| making company. 

Splitting with his former pards, 
Kramer is setting up another unit 
to release through United Artists 
(see separate story). 

Katz and Glass haven't made any 
official disclosures as yet but it's 
expected that Katz will handle the 
business end of their enterprise 
land Glass will serve as producer 
| radiant is in too early a stage of 
| formation to allow for any align- 
| ment with a distributing organiza- 
tion. 

In the trade’s early vears, Katz 
teamed with the Balaban family in 
forming the Balaban & Katz cir- 
cuit in Chicago, subsequently was 
associated with Paramount Lasky 
j}and Paramount Publix. He was a 
Metro studio exee from 1936 to 
1939. Glass held ad-pub positions 
/with David O. Selznick, Samue! 
|Goldwyn and other indies prior to 
| joining Kramer. He had associate 





producer credits on several Kram- 


jer productions. 





WB Cartoonery Resumes 
Hollywood, Dec. 8. 

Warners’ cartoon department re- 
| Sumes activity Jan. 4. Shuttered 
| since June because of a completed 
‘backlog big enough for almost a 
year. 

Schedule for 
30 cartoons. 


1954 calls for 25 to 


| Other beneficiaries 


WARM WORDS FOR 





~—ADPUS BREE 


Max E. Youngstein, United art. | 


ists v.p., 

| of speech that 
! film industry’s advertising - pub- 
|licity fraternity have been want- 
| ing to hear for years. The exec at- 
tacked what he termed the “in- 
gratitude, shortsightedness,  stu- 
pidity and appalling underestima- 
tion” that characterizes the indus- 
try’s attitude toward its ad-pub 
personnel. 

Youngstein uncorked his tirade 
before the Showmanship School of 
the Associated Motion Picture Ad- 
vertisers, in N. Y. The breed have 
been the trade’s stepchildren long 
enough, he stated in effect. 

“The industry takes the atti- 
tude,’ said Youngstein, ‘that 
when things are going poorly, ad- 
vertising and publicity methods 
are to blame. But when business is 
sood, the advertising and publicits 
torces are completely ignored.” 

The exec continued: “Sales and 
production executives seem to con- 
siaer it their prerogative to take 
entire advertising and publicity 
campaigns and completely destros 
them, without offering a single 
constructive thought of their own 
What's more, do so without 
any real knowledge of advertis- 
ing and publicity, yet consider 
themselves experts. 

“In my opinion the men and 
women in our advertising and pub- 
licity departments are as bright, 

(Continued on page 24 


PCC CAMPAIGN IN LAST 
STAGES WITH 1306 TO GO 


Hollywood, Dec. 8 

Permanent Charities Commit- 
tee’s 1954 campaign is $130,770 
Short of its $1.225,000 goal, ac- 
cording to the latest compilation 


thes 





An intensive drive among high- 
income filmites will be made in 
the next two weeks. 


Bulk of the collections, or $720 
000, will go to the Community 
Chests of L. A., Burbank, Santa 
Monica and Glendale. Sum of $213.- 
400 is allotted to National Red 
Cross chapters in the same cities. 
will be the 
L. A. YMCA, City of Hope, Amer- 
ican Cancer Society, Sister Eliza- 
beth Kenny Foundation. L. A. 
County Heart Association, Arthri- 
tis and Rheumatism Foundation 
Brailte Institute, Will Rogers Me- 
morial Hospitai and Military Order 
of the Purpl e ‘Heart. 


last week made the kind | 
members of the: 





oe 


Newspaper Strike Pets Premium 


Upon Foreign, Nabe, Racing Sheets; 





Full Circle 


Hollywood, Dec. 8 
Ever since Marvin Miller 


was cast as an Oriental baddie 
by director Frank Lloyd eight 
years ago, he has been playing 
one Oriental baddie after an- 
other. Now he is cast as an 
Occidental goodie in “The 
Shanghai Story,”’ an Oriental 
film at Republic 

The reformation was brought 
about by the director, 
Frank Lloyd, who felt a 
of conscience 


Film Industry 
TV Series Gets 


Just Nowhere 


Pr 


Same 


twinge 








of 

a 
rica 
now 


flicker 
pre might yet be 
Picture Assn. of Ame 
TV film series. the project 
appears dodo - dead Both the 
MPAA and the American Broad- 
casting Co. have reached the point 
where they're ready fo wash their 
hands of the whole idea in chagrin 

Last week it looked briefly as 
the pilot for the series might still 
MPAA had up Joan 
Crawford to appear. However. that 
too, fell through when it turned 
out that the star could only be 
photoZraphed at her studio “ABC 
thought the cost too high. 

While. officially. no one is blam- 
ing anyone else, MPAA execs are 
anything but happy over the way 
things have turned out. Privatels 
they blame ABC as much as the 
MPAA member companies which 
approved the idea but didn't follow 
up with any kind of enthusiasm 
Series was to have been sponsored 
with MPAA approval, with the pro- 
grams presenting excerpts from 
fort films plus star inter- 
views MPAA prexy Eric Johnston 
had been slated at the m.c. for the 
pilot. 

Original contract for a 


After anoth false 
hope that the 


Motion 


mr 


ad 


roll. lined 


four-vear 


agreement was signed last June in 
N.Y. At that time, ABC was sup- 
(Conti nued on n page 24 


Michener Case Ordered to Trial 


Judge Rules Jury Must Decide If Author and Agent 
Reneged on Bona Fide Offer 


Motion by writer James Mich- 
ener and the William Morris agen- 
cy to dismiss the suit brought 
against them by Loew's, 20th-Fox 
and William Goetz was denied 
Wednesday by Judge Denis 
O'Leary Cohalan in N. Y. Supreme 
Court Defendants argued legal 
insufficiency in complaint filed by 


(2) 





Indie Producer 


Robert L. Lippert 


details why small towns and 
nabes need 


A Break on Product 
And Terms 


_ . - 


an interesting byline piece in the 
forthcoming 


18th Number 


Anniversary 


VARIETY 











the 
tror 
and 
*“Savonara,” 
Judge 


aintiffs ster 
Michener of 
rights to hi 
to Ma Logan 

upheld the contention of 
Loew's, 20th and Goetz that 
Michener is obliged to choose one 
of the three to whom he would sell 


trio of pl 


n the sale by st 


screen Ss novel 


Jos!) 


his book Court ruled that the 
communication made on behalf of 
Michener constituted an_ offer 
rather than an invitation to bid 
By terms of the offers, the Court 
added, the defendants were obliged 
to choose from those accepting the 
offer. As a result of this decision, 
the judge ordered a trial. If 
Loew's, 20th and Goetz can prove 


their contentions, Michener will be 
forced to select one of the three. 

Plaintiffs charge that Michener 
through the Morris office, proposed 
a specific deal for the sale of the 
rights to his book and all three 
parties agreed to the terms, leav- 
ing the final decision up to Mich- 
ener. It’s claimed that the author 
then improperly peddled ‘“Sayo- 
nara” to Logan. Logan is also a 
defendant in the case but did not 
take part in the move for dismis- 
| sal, 


Unpublished C 


+ 


riticisms Broadcast 


Every conceivable communica- 
ition method and medium has been 
brought into play to offset the 
vacuum created by the New York 
newspaper strike. Radio and TV 
received the bulk of the diverted 
advertising expenditure, with film 
companies and Broadway legit 
theatres buying time spots widely. 


Distribs and theatres with open- 
ings and big pictures were the 
most active time buyers right up 


until yesterday's ‘Tues.’ sett 
of the photo-engravers walkout 
Warner Bros., with “Hondo" 
opening at the Parumount Satu 
day ‘(5'; Metro, with “Easy to ane” 
bowing at the Music Hall, and 
20th-Fox, with “How to Marry a 
Millionaire” current at Loew's 
State and the Globe and “Beneat! 
the 12-Mile Reef” due into tt 
ous. Whi radio and television 
broadcasti benefited greater 
coin t incr 
but rea! 


ement 


© 
e 
no 
ns 


sert 
ou 


a 


ay was no eased 


located 
Arty film 


distribs 


4aaa7 
ud. 


Situa na:e 


sufferers 


t10ns anc 
biggest 
blackout Tt 


~eec? 


were the 
in the p 
sources depend 
smali-space newspaper 
for their business. A 


7 


ress 


ese 
Whoous OF 
acvertising 
video 


requ 


for 


radio or 
campaign, to be effective 
Saturation too Costs 
houses 

Strike has proved a bonanza 
off-beat, secondary. suburban 
eign language, Jersey and Brovux- 
Ivn daily newspapers. Such papers 
as the N.Y. Enguirer. a week!s 
which went daily during the 
strike, The Morning Telegraph. a 
35c racing newspaper; Womer’s 
Wear Daily, the Brookiyvn Eagie 

Continued on page 22) 


No Industry-Wide Pact, 


Film Companies Inform 
Screen Publicists’ Guile 


Film companies in New Yorh 
have nixed the request of the 
Screen Publicists Guild, Diustrici 
65. on industry ide negotiations 
for a new contract. SPG represents 
pub-ad staffers at Warne! Bros 
20th-Fox, Columbia, United Artists 

Reasons given for 


and Universal 
were tNnat current 


the turndown hat 
pacts expire different dates anc 
did not want te 


that compa 
enter negotations until the expira 
tion 


ires 


such 


for 


for- 





— 


at 


mies 


q ta 
Garces 
mbianc 
however 


SPG 


S e of 


e 
4 KS Will 
by the 


with appc 








‘ s C< si o 

oth 20th’s and Cc 
agement, it's indicated ) 
looked favorably hi ne 
other film com ies h vet 
not made kn their a udes 
Col’s and 20th’'s pposition stems 
from the time off that « be re 
quired to negotiate pacts not in 
volving their own firms. Both, it’s 
noted, have said thew would allow 
the time off “if it Is convenient 
the department head.” but that the 

Continued on page 22 


3 Metro Films atte 
In Foreign Countries 


With “Valley of the Kings” 
ed in Sorat this week, Metro cur 
rently has three pictures in produc 
tion abroad and one filming at the 
studio. 

“Betrayed,” starring Clark Gable 
and Lana Turner, is winding up in 
England after having started in 
Holland. Also being shot in Eng- 
land is “Beau Brummell,” with 
Stewart Granger and Elizabeth 
Taylor. Studio product is “A Bride 
for Seven Brothers,”’ with Howard 
Keel and Jane Powell. 

All four pictures are being made 
in color, with “Brothers” receiving 
ithe CinemaScope treatment. 


Start 





sine gg tN. 
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L.A. Limping: ‘Ground Highest At 


‘Marry’ Smash $20,000, 


$6,000, Brain’ Brisk 186, ‘Diamond 
Dull 156, ‘Marry’ $19,000 For Sth 


Los Angeles, Dec. 8. 
The dull pre-Xmas days are 
taking a toll in the current week 
among first-runs. Overall wicket 
trade is slackening, even for strong 
extended-run. ‘Take High Ground” 








Broadway Grosses 


——$$ 


Estimated Total Gross 





is getting the biggest money among This Week . $512,300 
the newcomers with a good $26,000 (Based on 23 theatres) 
in two theatres. “Donovan's Brain est Year ....... $471,200 


is rated nice $18,000 in four small- 
seaters. ; 
“Diamond Queen” looms lean 


$15,000 in two spots. “Nebraskan” e | 
is pulling a slim $8,000, three sites. | a 
“War of Worlds” is down consid- | Be S D y; 
erably in second round although | 

‘Hondo’ Hefty 156 





(Based on 19 theatres) 








okay $14,000 in two houses after | 


smash opener. } 
“Robe” is down to $23,000 in| 
lith week, two yyy | 
“Marry Millionaire” is fair $19,00 ; ; 
in fifth frame. “Eternity” is rated Philadelphia, Dec. 8. 
mild $15,000 in yg ee but} Holdovers are dominating the 
holds another week. “Cinerama” jocal scene. This plus the damage 
still “4 good with $28,800 in 31st | done by weekend downpours is | 
ession. . ‘ 
. Estimates for This Week | damaging irade this session. “Mil- 
Globe, Iris, Uptown, Loyola ; lionaire” still is getting the biggest 
(FWC) (782; 814; 1,715; 1.248; 70- | coin with a socko third Mastbaum | 
$1.10—“Donovan’s Brain (UA) | t id a : ee 
and “Stranger On Prowl” (UA). Stanza. Hondo” continues smash 
Nice $18.000. Last week, “Sins | in second round at Goldman. Lone 
Jezebel” (Lip) and “Man From newcomer, “Siren of Bagdad” 
Cairo” (Lip). $17.600. shapes fair at Stanton. Despite 
Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- sharp dips hy most bills after great | 
mounts ‘ABPT-F&M' (3,300; 1,430; | Thanksgiving week, some are far- 
70-$1.25)—“Diamond Queen” (WB) | ing well. “Take High Ground” still 
and “Shadow Man” (Lip). Lean | is neat in second Midtown frame. 
$15.000. Last week, “Calamity P : 3 
i  .. phar oe | Estimates for This Week 
Jane” ‘WB) and “Clipped Wings” | ss 
(AA) (L.A. Par only) (2d wk), $18.-| ,. Arcadia (S&S) (625; 85-$1.30)—- 
300. Mogambo” (M-G) (Sth wk). Big 
United Artists. Wiltern, Fox $6,800. Last week, $9,000. 
Hollywood (UATC-SW-FWC) (2-| Boyd ‘S-W) (1,400: $1.30-$3.25)— 
100; 2.344: 756; 70-$1.10)—“Nebras- | “Cinerama” Indie) (9th wk). | 
kan” ‘Col) and “Killer Ape” (Col). Fancy $20.500. Last week. $26,400. | 
Sad $8.000. Last week. U.A.. “Ter-| Fox (20th) (2.250; 99-$1.80)—! 
ror Street” (Lip) with Lola Montes “Robe” (20th) ‘llth wk) ‘Good | 
revue onstage, $6500; others, in $18 000. Last week. $26.000. 


ether units. 

Loew's State, Egyptian (UATC) ,, Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50 
(2.404: 1,538: 70-$1.10) — “Take | 99'—“Hondo” \WB) (2d wk). Rous- 
High Ground” (M-G). Good $26,000. | IN& $15,000. Last week, $25,000. 
Last week. Egyptian, “Mogambo” Mastbaum S-W) ‘4.360; 99-$1.30) 
(M-G) ‘8th wk). $7.300- State. Wil- — “How Marry Millionaire” (20th). 
i an pt BS) cet = = Socko $23,500. Last week, 

leweed” (U avs), $20,200. : le 

Orpheum. Vogue Metropolitan- Midto ] ) - 7 
FWC) (2.213; 885: 70-$1.10\—“War $1 30" Take High Ground” MG) 
of Worlds” (Par) ‘2d wk). Okay (2d wk). Neat $11,000. Lact week 
$14.000. sat ek fancy $36.200. $17,000. ang ; 
with smash 000 f . 
and four yet we! niliaeis ot ‘Goldman) (2.500; 74- 

Rialto Metr lita + (RO. 30)\—"Kiss Me Kate’ :M-G) (3d 

: etropoiitan 839 60 wk) Thi $10.50 
90:\—"Flight Tangier” (Par) and 13 noo = 900, Last week, 
“Sea Lost Ships” (Rep) (2d run ee aap : ues 
(2d wk). Slight $2,200. Last week, ., Stamey ‘S-W) (2.900; 85-$1.30)\— 
with Fox Hollywood. $9.500. All Brothers Valiant” (M-G) ‘2d 

El Rey FWC) (861: 70-$1.10\— Wk). Mild $13.000. Last week, 
“Songs of Land” ‘CA) (2d wk). $18,000. 

Scant 52-208. Lost waek. woe eoatee S-W) (1.473; 50-99)\— 

Warners verly (SW) (1,612; 90- “Siren of Bagdad” ‘Col) and “Mis- 
— gos beady (3d > Nae i Korea” (Col). Fair 
wk). Modest 500. st week, . - Last week, “99 Rive 
i one Street” (UA), $10,000. aa 

ox Ritz rC) (1,363; 90-$1.50 Studie (Goldberg) (500- 85 5 
—"Captain's Paradise” (UA) (3d\“Sea Around Ue =RRO” dina 
wk). Neat $7,000. Last week, $9.600. | Fine $3,200. Last week, $3,500. 

Star U: pf . B ‘ 
$2.40:—"“Julius Caesar” (M-G) Trans-Lux ‘T-L) (500; 99-$1.50)— 

=" a 1-G) ‘4th «ywoon Is Blue” (UA) (6th wk 

j y 7 : s * 10 - - :. 2iU€ é I ‘K}. 
Mop) nay $7300. Last week, $10,-' Bright $8.500. Last week, $10,500. 


'90) — “Botany Bay” (Par) and 


| ($1-$1.50.—“How Marry Million- 
|aire’ (20th). Wow $20,000. Last 


days), great $11,300 at $1.75 top. 


\“Murder Monday” (Indie). Good 


‘Sumatra’ Stout 


, Racetrack” (Indie). Good $5,000. | 


Seattle; ‘Jane’ Good 76 


Seattle, Dec. 8. 
Saturday's storm and start of 
Christmas buying are sloughing 
trade here this round. However, 


Hub 100% Holdover; ‘Hondo’ Hep 196, 
‘Marry’ Nice $21,000, Kate’ 276, 2d 





“How to Marry a Millionaire” is 
wow in current (preem) session at 
Fifth Avenue. “Calamity Jane’ 
shapes good at Music Hall. “Fort 
Bravo” looms slow at Liberty, be- 
ing one of major disappointments 
for new entries. 
Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (800; 65- 
90)—“"Young and Damned” (Indie). 
Fair $2,500. Last week, “Decam- 
eron Nights” (RKO), $2,800 at 
$1.25 top. 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,829; 65- 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This, Week ..... $2,637,100 
(Based on 24 cities, and 226 
theatres, chiefly first runs, im- 
cluding N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Rast Wear:...:.. $2,129,600 
(Based on 25 cities and 211 
theatres. ) 

















“Vicki” og os wk). stead 6 . ° 
$7,000 after $13,7 ast week. 
Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650; 65-90) Hondo Territ 


—‘Fort Bravo” (M-G) and “Shadow 
$70,000, St. Loo 


Man” (Lip). Slow $4,500. Last 
week, “Glass Web” (U) and “Stand 
St. Louis, Dec. 8. 
Biz is spotty here this session 


Apache River” (U), $5,600. 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,349; 
: : after a weekend of cool weather. 
PA ane oo ee all, tome | “Hondo” is holding a second round 
wk) Okay $3,500 after $4,600 last | Starting today after a smash open- 
week : : oe 3 at the sn Poe Me 
Mic} ene’ a. g5.| Kate” likewise is holding after a 
antigen Tae” bs Po nice second round at Loew’s. ‘The 
Robe” continues strong in ait 
- cc “ »|frame at the St. Louis. “Crue 
Ag Bg Fig I Hiding” (Ua) | Sea” looks good at the Pageant. 
(24d wk-5 days). $4,300 — This Is ._ oe Fae 
- Saale sateen _| Rose” wound up with a modes 
ee eet na at , the Ambassador last 
and “Afair Monte Carlo” (AA) 2d Tglin its third session at the Shady 
Last week, $15,300. um | Oak 


week, “Robe” (20th) (9th wk-6 








Estimates for This Week 
Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 60-75) 
—‘Miss Robin Crusoe” (20th) and 
“Blueprint for Murder” (20th). 
Opened today (Tues.). Last week, 
“So This Is Love” (WB) and 


“Sword and Rose” (RKO), modest 
12000, Indpls * 
’ ’ D S$ Fox (F&M) (5,000; — 60-75)— 


\“Hondo” (WB) and “Louisiana 








Indianapolis, Dec. 8. | 
Biz is holding up well here this nay Bh wo digg ce Teas 


stanza despite heavy concentrati ’ 
on Christmas buying. a wh. Loew's (Loew's) (3,172; 50-75) — 
Marry Millionaire.” still sock in| “Kiss Me Kate” (M-G) (3d wk). 


second week at Indiana, will lead Starts today (Tues.) after nice $12,- | 


city. “East of Sumatra” at Circle | for second week. 

shapes stout while “Big Heat” at| Pageant (St. L. Amus.) (1,000; 

Loew’s is nice. “Crazylegs” looks 90)—‘Cruel Sea” (U). Good $4,000. 

good at Lyric. Last week, ‘‘Martin Luther” (Indie) 
Estimates for This Week | (4th wk), $4,500. 


: Z | St. Louis ‘St. L. Amus.) (4,000; 
Circle (Cockrill-Dolle) ‘2.800; 60- | 60-75)—“‘Robe” (20th) (7th — 


85\—“East of Sumatra” (U) and Lust 
“Golden Blade” (U). Stout $12.000. — $14.000 after $17,000 last 


see moe. “Calamity Jane” (WB),| Shady Oak (St. L. Amus.) (800: 
000. _ " |90)\—“‘Decameron Nights” (RKO) 
7 Indiana ‘C-D) ‘3.200; 76-$1.25)\— (3d wk). Good $2,000 after $3,000 
How Marry Millionaire” (20th) second week. 
‘2d wk). Sock $20,000 on top of 
$32,000 opening stanza. 


igs Beat Gogh cco, et, Early Christmas 
week, “Kiss Me Kate” (M-G), $11-_ Shopping Sloughs Mpls; 
“iste (CD) eck 50-76—| ‘Marry’ 15G, Bravo’ 436 
eee ae ee | senhieiite, Dae. & 
Last week, “Tumbleweed” ‘U) and| Winter's first hard licks are 


RS Moon Base” (Lippert), /manhandling biz currently as snow 
$6,000. |and icy pavements discourage the- 








Hawaii ‘G&S) (980: 70-$1.10)— 


|atre going. Early Christmas buy- 
| ing also is helping to shove the 


Mar ag ae 3 M-G) ‘4th wk). e 8 ‘ ° 9 
ull $2.200. Last week, with (’ Skids B | sShowhouses behind the eight ball. 
Polece, 3 300 Incy ll ara us | With hoidovers again more in the 


Wilshir, Warner Downtown 
(FWC-SW) 296: 1,757: $1-$2.26 
—‘“Marry Millionaire” (20th) (5th | 


wk Wilshire, 4th wk Downtown 
Fair $19,000. Last week, $32.200. 
Fine Arts ‘(FWC) ‘631: 80-$1.50 


| spotlight, the newcomers’ lineup 
doesn’t hold too much. Fresh en- 


“Appointment in  Hon- 
|duras,” “Escape from Fort Bravo” 


‘J 9 Bi 6G AY , ] tries strivin 
i striving none too successfully 
$10,500: ane lg ’ Ins 0146 oe wae attention include ‘“‘Torch 





eg Sea” ‘U) (8th wk). Off to 
1.300. Last week, oke $1,500. . ‘ 
Hillstreet, Pantages (REO) 2- Honduras’ Lively 12G, 


752: 2.812: 95-$1.50)—"Eternity’ Swtlae 6 >On 
(Col) (10th wk). Mild $15,000. Last L ville; Hondo EG, 2d 
2OuIsvillie, ec. ° 


week, $22.000 
Chinese, Los Angeles FWC “Take High Ground” at the 
(1.905; 2.097; $1.20-$2.40\—"Robe” State and “Appointment in Hon- 
(20th) (11th wk Chinese, 6th wk duras” at the Rialto are the only 
L. A.). Nice $23,000. Last week, new bills at firstruns this week. 
$34.000. Latter only started on Sunday. 
Warner Hollywood (SW) (1.364: “Honduras” tooms strong. Second 


$1 20-$2.40 — “Cinerama” Indie) weeks for “Hondo” at Mary An- 
(32d wk nto 32d frame after derson and “Torch Song” at Ken- 
stoutish $28.800 last week tucky shape well, former being 


eae especially sock 
Estimates for This Week 


B > UAW 
ROTHERS’ WOW 186, Zmsfor Ts west. 
* ’ 75)—“Torch Song” (M-G) (2d wk). 
TORONTO; ‘VEILS’ 10G fice s7.c007 1oRF" Me seo 
Toronto. Dec. 8. Mary Anderson ‘People’s) (1,- 
Xmas shopping is beginning to 290; 54-75)—“Hondo” (WB) (2d 
dent biz here, but “All Brothers Wk). Still socko at $8,000 after 
Were Valiant” is sock to pace new- | last week's $12,000. 
comers, “Decameron Nights” looms Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3.6 
mer thts” t Ave 3,000; 
ey E two houses and “Sailor of 54-75)—"‘ Appointment in Hondur- 
the ing also oke. On holdovers, | as’ (RKO) and “Marry Me Again” 
whe Robe in seventh frame and | (RKO). Strong $12,000. Last week 
The Caddy” in second continue to | “Robe” (20th) (4th wk) $18,000 at 
gape A meoly. “Veils of Bagdad” $1.50 top. , 
and Tela of “Sake Pit are sa, | og SHal gi EE WS), 3.0005 $4.75) 
Estimates for This Week __ Take High Ground” (M-G) and 
Capi . mi Slaves Babylon” (Col). Opened | 
_Capitol, Tivoli (FP) (1,092: 1,436: | sunday (6) tw “Ki 
85-95)—“Inferno” (20th) (3-D).’Sad| Kate” (M-Gr and “No wes, Ms! 
ents q oe |Kate” (M-G) and “No Escape” 
ontinued on page 21) ((UA), good $15,000 in 10 days, 


| 


|Jane” (WB), ditto. 


Cincinnati, Dec. 8. |and “99 River Street.” It’s the 

Approach of Xmas is being felt second week for the high-stepping 
at major theatres this week on|“How to Marry a Millionaire.” 
heels of Thanksgiving hypo, ‘“‘Re-| “Kiss Me Kate” also is nice in 
turn To Paradise” is out in front first holdover round. 
of among the new bills. “Sins of Estimates for This Week 
Jezebel” is rated so-so at Capitol. | : 
“The Robe” is ending record en- | «porch Sone’ (M-Gl’ Gkee on 000. 
gagement at Albee. “Calamity Last week, “Mr. Potts To Mos- 


Jane” j i aan # Ue 
= solid on moveover at the cow” (AA), $2,000. 


: Gopher (Berger) (1,600; 65-85)— 
a Estimates for This Week |“Escape from Fort Bravo” (M-G). 
uqilbee (RKO) (3,100; 85-$1.50)—! Slender $4,500. Last week. “Mo 
are mee ’ (20th) — yee pr gambo” (M-G) (6th wk) $2 500 : 

up nouse record run and Cinc i - 65-85) —"F 
all-time high film gross at shar | cat an Yet ae ue ee 

pean after $17,500 Thanksgiving 000. Last week $9,000 

stanza. : | Radio City (Par) (4,000; 85-$1.20) 
gear 5a, (2.000; 55-85)— | —“Millionaire” (20th) (2d — A 
Sins of Jezebel” (Lip) and “Cas- big winner with mighty $15,000. 

bah (Col). So-so $6,500. Last | Last week, $30,000 
week, “Thunder Over Plains" | RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2.890: 65- 
we om Heart Goes Crazy"! 85)—“Appointment in Honduras” 
eee ire : |(RKO). Tepid $6,000. Last week, 
an KO) 1.400; 55-85)— | “Big Heat” (Col), $7,500 in 6 days. 
-alamity Jane” (WB) (m.o.). Oke! RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-76)— 
$6,000. Last week, “Joe Louis|“99 River Street” (UA) and “Heart 
ary ni and “No Escape”) Goes Crazy” (UA). Light $4,500. 
S37. 00. , ; | Last week, “Joe Louis Story” (UA) 

___ Keita's (Shor) (1,500; 55-85)— and “No Escape” (UA), $6,000 
Botany Bay” (Par) (2d wk). No| State (Par) (2,300; 85-$1)—-“Kiss 
comptaent at $4,000 after $6,000; Me Kate” (M-G) (2d wk). Okay 

, $6,000. Last week, ‘ 
i Palace (RKO) (2.600; 55-85)—| World (Mann) 1400. bo 61.20)— 
Return to Paradise” (UA). Fine|“Seven Deadly Sins” (Indie) (2d 
$10,500. Last week, “Calamity | we-¢ days). Dim $1,500. Last week, 
$2,800. 


| Territory’ (RKO) (2d wk). Starts |° 


Boston, Dec. 8. 

Setting what is undoubtedly some 
sort of record here, there is not 
a single new bill playing a down- 
town major this session, product 
at all houses being holdover. Con- 
tinuing strong are “The Robe,” in 
ninin frame at the Memorial and 
“Hondo,” in second week at the 
Paramount and Fenway. “Kiss Me 
Kate” in second frame at State and 
Orpheum shapes good. “How To 
Marry Millionaire,” is rated fine in 
fourth stanza at the Met. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (B&Q) (1,500; 50-$1.10)-~ 
“Captain’s Paradise’ (UA) (3d wk), 
Fairly good $13,000. Last week, 
$15,000. 

Beacon Hill (Beacon Hill) (800; 
50-$1)—“‘Fanfan Tulip” (Lopert) 
(9th wk) and “Miranda” (Indie) 
added this week. Nice $4,500 fol- 
lowing $5,500 for eighth. 

Exeter (Indie) (1,300; 60-$1) — 
“Titfield Thunderbolt” (U) and 
“Passionate Sentry” (Indie) (2d 
~~. Oke $5,000 after $6,500 for 

rst. 

Fenway (NET) (1,373; 60-$1)— 
“Hondo” ‘WE) and “The Fake” 
(UA) (2d wk). Nice $5,500 or near 
after $9,000 opener. 

Majestic (Shubert) (1,500; 50- 
$1.25)—“‘Martin Luther’ (Indie) 
(6th wk). Okay $7,000. Last week, 
$8,500. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 85-$1.85) 
—‘The Robe” (20th) (9th wk). Nice 
$22,000 following $27,000 in eighth 
week. 

Metropolitan (NET) (4,367: 80- 
$1.25) “How Marry Millionaire” 
(20th) (4th wk). Nice $21,000 after 
$29,000 in third. Stays a fifth. 

Orpheum (Loew’s) (3,000; 65- 
$1.05)—"“‘Kiss Me Kate” (M-G) and 
“China Venture” (Col) (2d wk). 
Off to good $17,000 or near follow. 
~ $25,000 in first week. 

aramount (NET) (1,700; 65-$1) 
—‘‘Hondo” (WB) and “The Fake” 
(UA) (2d wk). Still nice at $13,500, 
Last week, $20,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,500; 65-$1.05)— 
“Kiss Me Kate” (M-G) and “China 
Venture” (Col) (2d wk). Neat 
$10,000 after $15,000 in first. 


‘Bay’ Bright $13,000 In 
Cleve; ‘Hondo’ Hep 106 
In 2d, ‘Marry’ 196, 3d 


Cleveland, Dec. 8. 

Strongest new entrant here is 
“Botany Bay,” bucking some high- 
voltage holdovers and grabbing a 
smart gross for State. ‘‘How Marry 
Millionaire’ continues great in 
third round at Allen. Going into 
its ninth lap, “Robe” displays last- 
ing power for Hipp. “Hondo” on 
second folio at Palace looms big. 
“Captain’s Paradise,” fresh at 
Stillman’s, doing nicely. 

Estimates for This Weck 

Allen (S-W) (3,000; $1-$1.25)— 
“Millionaire” (20th) (3d — wk). 
Smash $19,000 following $29,000 
last week. 

Hipp (Telemanagement) (3,700; 
$1-$1.80)—“‘Robe” (20th) (9th wk). 
Fine $14,000. Last week, $18,000. 

Ohio (Loew’s) (1,200; 55-85)— 
“Escape From Ft. Bravo” (M-G) 
(m.o.). Nice $5,000. Last week, 
“Melba” (UA), $3,000. 

Palace (RKO) (3,300; 55-85)— 
“Hondo” (WB) (2d wk). Excellent 
$10,000. Last week, $22,500. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-85)— 
“Botany Bay” (Par). Brisk $13,000. 
Last week, “Fort Bravo’ (M-G), 
$10,000. 

Stillman {Loew’s) (2,700; 55-85)— 
“Captain’s Paradise” (UA). Fine 
$7,000. Last week, “Kiss Me Kate” 
(M-G) at tilted prices, $6,000. 


‘VICE’ GOOD $6,500 IN 
OMAHA; ‘HONDO’ 76, 2d 


Omaha, Dec. 8. 
With two holdovers and two new 











y Bay” (Par) (2d wk). Okay $4,- | 


entries, boxoffice pace has slowed 
considerably here this week after 
ithe hefty Thanksgiving weekend. 
\“Vice Squad” is good at the 
)}Omaha. Holdover of “Hondo 
shapes big at Brandeis. “All Broth- 
ers Were Valiant” is mild at the 
Orpheum. 
Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,100; 75-$1)— 
“Hondo” (WB) and “Killer Ape’ 
(Col) (2d wk). Nifty $7,000 after 
huge $10,000 opener. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 50-76) 
—"Vice Squad” (UA) and “The 
Fake” (UA). Good $6,500. Last 
week, “So Big” (WB), $7,000. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (2,890; 65- 
/85)—“All Brothers Valiant” (M-G). 
Medium $10,000. Last week, “Ca- 
lamity Jane” (WB), $11,500. 

State aeeete’ (65-90) —“‘Kiss 
Me Kate” (M-G) (2d wk). Good $5,- 





1500 after $8,000 initial stanza. 
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Pre-Xmas Lull Slows Chi Albeit — 
Daniels- Honduras’ Oke at $39,000, 
‘Marry’ 486, 2d; ‘River'-"Nurse’ 176 isifssge"sonsise" eps 


Chicago, Dec. 8. 

Three bills were ushered in this 
week to greet the pre-Christmas 
luli, which is dropping grosses 
sharply at all mainstemmers. Billy 
Daniels topping stageshow with 
“Appointment in Honduras” looks 
oke $39,000 at the Chicago. Monroe 
is mild $6,500 for “Yellow Balloon” 
and “Jennifer.” Roosevelt is get- 
ting a good $17,000 for “99 River 


D.C. Okay; ‘Hondo’ Hotsy 
$9,000, ‘Ground’ 86, 2d 


Washington, Dec. 8. 
Trend towards longruns in 
town’s mainstem houses reached its 
peak this semester, 





season, biz is surprisingly steady, 
with tapering off in holdover biz 





Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net; i. e., 
without the 20% tax. Distrib- 
utors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come, 


about normal. “Here to Eternity,” 
in 15th week at Trans-Lux and 
current longrun champ, is still in 
the black. Hold until New Year's. 
“How to Marry a MilMfénaire,” in 
third stanza at Palace, is still 
strong. “Hondo” still is big in 
second week at Met. Other hold- 
overs are oke. 
Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew’s) (3,434; 74-$1.20) 


Xmas Season, Rain, Press Strike 
Daze Bway; ‘Easy’ Paces at 1386, 
Hondo 55G, Fire’ 23G, ‘Robe’ 486, 12th 


Always hard hit at this time of | 8 acts of vaudeville. Opens today 
the year by pre-Xmas buying, the! (Wed.). “Veils of Bagdad” (U) and 
Broadway first-runs have the added{ vaude hit mild $17,500 in week 
handicap of the Manhattan news-| ended last night (Tues.). 
paper strike, in its llth day yes- | Paramount (Par) (3,664; 70-$1.80) 
jterday (Tues.). Actually, many |—‘Hondo” (WB). First week end- 
| managers of deluxe houses felt that ing Friday (11) looks to hit sock 
| the heavy rains both Friday night | $55,000, with this 3-D pic catching 
and Sunday (6) night hurt more! on unusually well considering time 
j}than the lack of newspaper ads.| of year and newspaper strike. In 


| However, two newcomers are shap-| ahead, “Three Sailors and Girl” 














ste Citas Fo 





St.” and “Flight Nurse.” 

Of six second-weekers, ‘How to 
Marry a Millionaire” is standout 
with a whopping $62,000 at the 


The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, | 
—* the U. S. amusement 
ax. 





2 











Robe” in its fifth week at Majestic. | 
“How To Marry Millionaire” | 


Oriental. “Jack Slade” and “Son 
of Belle Starr” combo is nice at 
United Artists se oe ‘ 9 
looks bright for “Botany Bay” an 
“Flight to Tangier,” two cthers in Marry Sockeroo 
second. “All Brothers Valiant” is 
tidy at the Grand also on first hold- 
over week. 
Fourth week of “Mogambo” at $16 OM) Prov Ace 
the Woods is chalking up a strong 9 9 e 
stanza while “Captain’s Paradise,” 
in sixth frame, still is sturdy Providence, Dec. 8. | 
$3,600 at the Ziegfeld. “Robe” is 
pulling a mighty total in 11th week 
at State-Lake. Same round for 
“Martin Luther” at the Loop con- 
tinues plump. “Cinerama2’”’ in 19th 
at the Palace still is sockeroo. 
Estimates ior This Week Loew’s State is nice in its second | 
Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 98-$1.25) 
—‘Appointment in Honduras” 
(RKO) with Billy Daniels topping 


fair with “Gun Fury.” 
Estimates for This Week 


stageshow. Okay $39,000 looms. Albee (RKO) (2,200; 74-$1.25)—| 
Last week, “Half a Hero” (M-G) | “How Marry Millionaire” (20t):) | 
with Betty Grable-Harry James | (2q wk). Upped scale helping to, 


heading stageshow, giant $90,000. 
a (RKO) (1,200; 55-98)— 
“Brothers Valiant’ (M-G) (2d wk) “ Y Ps 
rf : ‘|—‘The Robe” (2C h) (5th wk). 
Nice $10,000. Last week, $14.000. | Strong $12,000. Fourth week was 
Loop (Telem’t) (600; 98-$1.25)— $15,000 
“Martin Luther” (Indie) (11th wk).!" Chote (Loew) (3.200: 50-70 | 
Fancy $11,500 after $15,200 last.) 92 "4y0 Kate” (MG) oy “Big | 
"MeVickers (JL&S) (2,200; 65-90) eT eek tae ook Gc 
—“Botany Bay” (Par) and “Flight | 600) 7 ean La eT 
to Tangicr” (ar) (2d win, Fine | Stand, Guverman), (2200, 30 
$14,000. Last week, .000. ox : s of 
Monroe (Indie) (1,000; 55-98)\— Ape rf Steady $7,000. Last 
“Yellow Balloon” (AA) and “Jenni- | Week, “Botany Bay” (Par), 
fer” (AA). Mildish $6,500. Last | im 11 days. 
week, “Torch Song” (M-G) (5th, 


"Oriental (indie) (3.400; 98-$1.25) | H.0.s, Pre-Xmas Hit af 
(2d wk. Great $48,000 after $75-| ‘Heat’ Warm 106, ‘Hondo’ 
76, ‘Marry’ Big 196, 2d 


000 last week. 

Palace (Eitel) (1,484; $1.20-$3:60) 
—“Cinerama” (Indie) (19th wk). 
Boff $39,400. Last week, $43,500. Kansas City, Dec. 8. 
“99 River St.” (UA) and “Flight Heading into Christmas shop- | 
Nurse” (Rep). Fat $17,000 or over, | Ping season, picture biz still is 
Last week. “Big Heat” (Col) and showing strength here. “Big Heat,” | 


nifty $16,000 after $25,000 in first. | 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 80-$1.25) | 











Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 55-98)— 


wk). 


—“‘Hondo” 
$9,000. Last week, $12,800. 


with “Kiss Me Kate.” Strand looks -— “Cinerama” 


—‘“‘Eternity” (Col) (15th wk). 
pering off. but 
after $8,000 last week. Stays. 


Ft. Bravo Okay 


$9.000 this week, 
likely to continue until the Xmas 
holidays. 
| Bravo” is rated okay at the Cen- 
| tury, 
second Stanley week “Melba” was 
a dissappointment at the Little and 
will be yanked after one round. 
“How to Marry a Millionaire” is 
holding strongly in its second week 
at the Town. “Gun Fury” did poor- 
ly at Keith's. 


(M-G). 


—‘‘Kiss Me Kate” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Okay $26,000 after $28,000 last 
week. 

Columbia (Loew’s) (1,174; 55-85) 
—‘“‘Take High Ground” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Brisk $8,000 after $12,000 last 
week. Holds. 

Dupont ‘Lopert) (372: 90-$1.20) 
—‘‘Martin Luther” (Indie) (6th wk). 
Snappy $5,000 after $6,000. Stays. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,949; 70-$1) — 
“All Brothers Valiant’ (M-G) (3d 
Fine $8,500 after $10,000. 
Metropolitan (SW) (1,200; 55-85) 
(WB) (2d wk). Great 


Palace (Loew’s) (2,370: 74-$1.20) 


The holdovers, at upped scales, | —“How Marry Millionaire” (20th) | 
are still grossing nicely, with “The | (34 wk). Fast $20,000 after $25,000.| Paramount a socko $55,000 open- 


Playhouse (Lopert) (435; 55-$1)— 


How 1 is |“‘Roman Holiday” (Par) (10th wk). | 
big in its second at RKO Albee. | Steady $4,000. and staying there. 


Warner ‘SW: (1,300; $1.20-$2.80) 
(Indie) (5th wk). 


|Great $20,000 after $19,300 last 
| week. 


Trans-Lux (‘T-L) (600; 90-$1.25) 


Ta- 
$6.500 


still okay 





$10,500 in Balto 


Baltimore, Dec. 8. 
Grosses took a sharp dive here 
with downward trend 


“Escape From_ Fort 


and holds. “Hondo” is fair in 


Estimates for This Week 
Century ‘Loew’s-UA! (3,000; 20- 
0}—“Escape From Fort Bravo” 
Okay $10.500. Holds. In 


“49th Man” (Col) (2d wk), $17,500. | one of few newcomers, looks okay ahead, “Take High Ground” (M-G), 


State-Lake (B&K) (2,700: 98-' ‘ i sas 
$1.80)—"“Robe” (20th) (ith wk), | 2! the Midland. Bigger money is, 


Hefty $38,000. Last week, $52,000. | being gleaned by the holdovers, 


$11,000 in 8 days. 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,100; 


| / 35-80 )— “Appointment In Hondu- 


Surf (H&E Balaban) (685; 98:— | “How To Marry a Millionaire” inj ras” 
“Decameron Nights” 


(RKO) 
wk). Neat $5,600 after last week's 
$5,800. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700: 55-| first 
98'\—“‘Jack Slade” (AA) and “Son 
of Belle Starr” (AA) (2d wk). Fast 
$14,000. Last week, $23,000. 


sessions. “Hondo” at the! 











Missouri had a terrific first week gp) 
and is following nicely in second g¢tarts tc 
stanza. “The Robe" in 10th week Fury” 


(RKO). Opens tomorrow 


(2d | second week in four Fox Midwest | (Wed.) after second week of “All 


s : «+ | Brothers Valiant” 
| Theatres being stronger than. most $6.000. First week was $12.800. 


(M-G) did mild 


Keith's ‘Schanberger) (2,400; 35- 
— “Lady Wants Mink” (U). 
omorrow (‘Wed.) after “Gun 
(Col) pulled a weak $4,400. 


Woods’ (Essaness) (1,198; 98- still is fine. “Flight To Tangier” Little (Rappaport)! (Fio: 25-90) — 
$1.25) — “Mogambo” (M-G) (4th |'5 moderate at Paramount. Weather | “Melba” (UA). Fair $3.300. Last 
Wk). Sock $20,000. Last week, | turned moist over weekend. week, “5,000 Fingers” (Col), $3,000 
$28,000. F Estimates for This Week in 6 days. cae: Seni 

World (Indie) (587; 98)\—“Cin-| Kimo (Dickinson) (504; 75-$1)—| Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 25-70)\— 
derella” (Indie) (2d wk). Fair! “Tonight We Sing” (20th) (2d wk).| “Fort Algiers” (U). Mild $3,500. 
$2,800 after $3.000 last week. Very slow $1,000. Last week,| Last. week “Last Posse” (Col), 
, Ziegfeld (Lopert) (430; 98)— | $1,400. | $3,600. < i 

Captain's Paradise” (UA) (6th, Midland (Loew's) (3,500; 50-75)|__New (Mechanic) (1-800; 75-$1.50) 
Wk). Strong $3,600, Last week,|—“Big Heat” (Col) and “Last|7 0° |! a A pm 
$5,200. | Posse” (Col). Oke $10,000. Last foie ge SY at $11,000. 7 

week, “All Brothers Valiant” (M-G)|“Sivvhouse iSchwaber) (420: 50- 
¢ bl J Bo ° and “Fighter” (Col), $8,000. '$1)—"Stalag 17” (Par) (9th wk). 
rable-James boosting Missouri (RKO) (2,650: 75-$1)— | Holding nicely at $5,000. Last 

‘ ) “Hondo” ( ) an “Louisiana week, $5,500 

Country to Record 706, Territory’ (RKO) (2d wk). Fine Stanley (WB) (3.200; 45-90)— 


$7,000. Last week, terrific $15,000, | 


Det; ‘Hondo’ Hot 216, 2d topping anything in recent weeks 


, and considerably exceeding expec- 

Detroit, Dec. 8. __| tations. 
revig, news: here this week is the Orpheum (Fox Midwest) (1,913; 
Grable es, biz the Betty | $1-$1.50)—"“The Robe” (20th) (10th 
bri a eearty James stageshow is| wk), Modest but steady play at! 
inging to the Michigan where | $10,000. May continue a few extra 


oe God's Country” is on the | days. Last week, $14,000. 


“Hondo” (WB) (2d wk). Fair $10.- 
000 after hefty $15,500 opener. 


(1,600; 50- 
Millianaire” 


Town (Rappaport) 
$1.25)—“How Marry 


|(20th) (2d wk). Sock $19,500. Last 


week, $26,000. 


‘Blade’ Smooth $12,000, 





Although all other down- | ep : | 
towners are ¢ = Sel Paramount (Tri-States) (1,900; .¢ ’ 
they are ‘fete cae holdovers, | g5 195)" Plight To Tangier” (Par). | Buff; Mogambo 186, 2d 
a e fairly strong for most | \rild $7,000, Last week, “Botany | ep 
‘o - Leaders are “The Robe” in| iS, ?y; $8500 . | Buffalo, Dec. 8. 
th week at the Fox, “How to Bay” (Par), $8,500. Only two newcomers at first- 
Marry Millionaire” in rich third| Tower, Uptown, Fairway, Gra-! runs here this stanza but hold- 


|}ing up big and most houses were 


| beat on Saturday (5). This Satur- 
| day upswing seemed particularly 
robust in contrast with 
very dismal weekdays. Stepped up 
|radio and TV plugging helped 
| Greatest coin in the city is going 
| to the Music Hall’s annual Christ- 
_mas stageshow with “Easy To 
| Love.” Hall’s first week looks to 
| wind up today ‘Wed.) with a very 
| big $138,000, virtually the same as 
| done a year ago by the Xmas show 
| on its first session. Only the Sun- 
| day torrential rains kept it from 
| higher ground. 
“Hondo.” in 3-D, is giving the 
ling stanza and top coin for Par 
since it went to a straight-film 
| policy. 
'or longer. Second week of ‘Cease 
Fire” is sagging to $23,000, still 
big, at the Criterion 

“How To Marry a Millionaire” is 
'off sharply at both the State and 
the Globe where day-dating but 
still strong with $55,000 for the 
| two houses. This abrupt decline is 
setting the pattern for most the- 
jatres currently with the unusually 
| big Thanksgiving week being re- 
i placed by much lower figures this 
round. An example is “The Robe.’ 
which is down to an okay $48,000 
jin this 
' against $70.000 in the 11th round 

“Eternity” is off more than 
$6.000, to $22,000, at the Capitol, 
still hefty. Third week of “Man 
Between” slipped to $18.000. very 
good although down about $7.000 
from second week at the Victoria 


Small-capacity art houses are 
making the loudest complaints 
about lack of newspapers since 


they lean heavily for space in the 
Gailies. Some of these are off 
$2.000 to $7,000 from the rich 
Thanksgiving week. So far there 
have been no fatalities. most of 
these arty houses being unwilling 
|}te try launching a new picture 
|under current conditions with no 
advertising 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor ‘City Inv 1.300; 80-$1.80 
—Queen of Sheba” ‘Indie’ ‘6th 
wk). Fifth session ended last night 
(Tues.) was okay $8.500 after $12.- 
000 in fourth week. Stays on until 
near Xmas 

Bijou (‘City Inv.) (589; 
$2.40:\—“Gilbert & Sullivan” 
7th wk). Sixth stanza ended last 
night ‘Tues.’ held at good $7,500 
after $9.200 for fifth. Continues 

Baronet ‘Reade: (430: 90-$1.50) 
—‘Forbidden Stories” (Indie) (4th 
wk). Third round ended Friday ‘4 
held with oke $4.200 after $4.800 
for second week. Stays on for sev- 
eral weeks longer. 
| Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 70-$2.20 
—‘Eternity” (Col) (19th wk). The 
18th frame ended last night (Tues.) 
was solid $22,000 after socko $28.- 
500 for 17th week. Stays on until 
“Sadie Thompson” (Col) opens 

» 9% 


$1.80- 
UA 


Criterion (Moss) ‘1,700: 85-$2.20 
—‘‘Cease Fire” (Par) (3d wk). First 
holdover stanza ended last night 
(Tues.) dipped to $23,000 but still 
big Initial round was smash 
$41,000. 

Fine Arts (Davis) (468: 90-$1.80) 
—‘‘Boccaccio’s Decameron Nights” 
(RKO) (4th wk). Third round ended 
Sunday (6) dipped to $5,600, still 
fine. after $7,300 for second week 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; $1-$1.80) 
—‘‘How Marry Millionaire” (20th 
(5th wk). Fourth session ended 
Monday (7) sagged sharply but 
still was very big with $20,000 
Third aveek was $31,500. Continues 
on 

Guild (Guild) (450; $1-$1.80)— 
“Martin Luther” (Indie) (14th wk) 
The 13th round ended last night 
(Tues.) hit like many other spots, 


Week at the United Artists, “Cin-| nada (Fox Midwest) (2,100; 2,043; overs are doing remarkably well.| winding up with fine $9,500 as 


frama” in 38th socko week at the 1,217; 65-85)—‘Millionaire” | 
Music Hall, and “Hondo” in  sec- 
ond solid round at the Palms. 
Estimates for This Week of it. Last week, giant $33,000, | 
$1 ox ‘Fox-Detroit) (5,000; $1-|highest total ever on regular | 
80\—"The Robe” (20th) | (10th prices, but a few dollars short of | 


Alf Studry $32,000. Last week, |one-week record set recently by | 
vo 00 “The Robe” in first week at down- | 


700; 


Michigan 





000: $10" (United Detroit) (4,-| town Orpheum, 

Count-. 3!:90'—"Back to God’s| Vogue (Golden) (550; 75-$1)— 
Harry J; ‘U) plus Betty Grable-|«“Mr, Potts To Moscow” (AA). Fat | 
Heading for. topping stageshow.'! $2500, and will hold. Last week, 


‘Continued on page 21) $1,300, 


‘or socko record-breaking | ‘Titfield Thunderbolt” (U) (3d wk) | 


“Golden Blade,” best new entry, 


(20th) (2d wk). Big $19,000, and’ shapes fancy at Lafayette. Bright- | 
may go into third week or part est holdover is “Mogambo,” still | $1.80)—‘‘Take High Ground” (M-G) 


sock in second session at the Buf- 
falo. “Thunder Over Plains” also is 
nice at Paramount. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Loew) (3,000; 


Last week, $25,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Thunder Over Plains” (WB) and 
“Hot News” (Indie). Fine $11,000. 

(Continued on page 21) 


70-$1)— | 
|“Mogambo” (2d wk). Sock $18,000. | tive” 


against $12,500 for 12th week. 
Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 1470- 
(3d wk). This frame ending today 
(Wed.) is off to modest $11,000 
| after $14,000 for second. 
Normandie (Normandie 
tres) (592: 95-$1.80'—‘Little Fugi- 
(Indie) (10th wk). Ninth 
| stanza ended Monday ‘7) wound up 


with fine $6,000 after $7,800 for 
eighth week. Continues on 
Palace (RKO) (1,700; 60-$1.20 


'“Thunder Over Plains’ (WB) and 


several | 


It is due to stay two weeks. 


(12th) week at the Roxy as | 


| 
Thea- | 


| (WB) (2d wk), $30,000. 
| helped by an unusually strong up- | 
| “Captain's 


Paris (Indie) (568: 90-$1.80) — 
Paradise” (UA) (llth 
wk). The 10th round ended Sunday 
(6) held with fancy $12,000 after 
$17.000 for ninth week. 

Rialto ‘Mage’ (600: 50-98) — 
“Striporama” (Indie) (10th wk). 
Current stanza ending tomorrow 
‘Thurs.) looks like good $4,800 
after $6.000 for ninth week. Stays 


,on, likely through year-end holi- 


days. 
Rivoli (UAT) (2,092: 95-$2: — 
“Little Boy Lost” (Par) (12th wk). 


The llth session ended Monday ‘7) 
was mild $7,000 after $11.000 for 
10th week. Stays until “Khyber 
Rifles” ‘20th! opens Dec. 22, mak- 
ing fourth CinemaScope pic to be 
released in N. Y 

Radio City Music Hall ‘Rocke- 
fellers) ‘6.2080: 90-$2.40:\—“‘Easy To 
Love” (M-G' with annua! Christ- 
mas stageshow. Climbing to rous- 
ing $138.000 in first week ending 
today (Wed. especially fine in 
view of handicap of having to lean 
sco heavily on radio and TV to get 
an opening. Holds on through the 
holidays. In ahead, “Kiss Me Kate” 
M-G: with stageshow (4th wk), 
$124.000. a bit over expectancy. 


Roxy Natl Th. (5,717; $1-$3\— 
“Robe” (20th! (12th wk). Present 
session ending today ‘Wed.) looks 


to get good $48.000, with cut-rate 
parties for schools, church groups 
helping. Last week. $70,000. Stays 
only four days of 13th week which 
carries through next Sunday (13). 
This enables house to bring in 
“Beneath 12-Mile Reef” ‘20th’ on 
Monday (14) night at special preem. 
Regular run of this CinemaScope 
pic starts Dec. 15 


, State Loew's’ 3.450; 85-$1 50 .— 
“Millionaire” 20th 5th wk. 
Fourth round ended Monday ‘7’ 
slipped to $35,000, still smash. after 
$55.000 for third week. Fourth 
week saw 2 sharp drop but still 
mighty fine for this season of vear 
and length of run 

Sutton R&B) 561: 90-$1.50 — 
“Living Desert” ‘Disney! (5th wk). 
Fourth stanza ended Monday 7}! 
was fine $13.800 after $20.800 for 
third week. Continues on. 


Trans-Lux 60th St. T-L) ‘453: 
90-$1.50' — “The Actress” ‘M-G 
Sth wk’. Eighth week ended Sun- 
day 6) held just ckay $3.000 after 
$4.200 for seventh frame. *Anna- 
purna”™ ‘Indie’ announced as com- 
ing in next 

Trans-Lux 52nd St. ‘T-L) 540: 


90-$1.50:\—"Lili” (M-G) ‘40th wk’. 
The 39th round ended Monday ‘7? 
was nice $4.700 after zooming to 
$7.300 in 38th week. Stays on 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1.060; 95- 
$1 80'—""Man Between” (UA) ‘4th 
wk). Third stanza ended last night 
‘Tues.’ continues very well with 
$18,000 after $25,000 for second 
week. Continues 


Warner ‘Cinerama Prod.) (1.600: 
$1.20-$3.60) — “Cinerama”™ (Indie) 
(27th wk). Present session ending 
tomorrow ‘Thurs.’ looks to hold 


with solid $47,000 after $48.500 for 
26th week. Stays on indef. 


H.0.s Hobble Pitt But 
| Kate’ Fat 24 in 11; 
* ‘Hondo’ Fancy 116, 2d 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 8 

Holdovers everywhere in the 
Golden Triangle and with pre- 
Christmas dip at hand, biz is slow- 
ing down although there can't be 
too much complaint with pace of 
the two CinemaScopers, “Robe” 
in 10th week at Harris and “How 
Marry Millionaire” in fourth at 
Fulton. “Kiss Me Kate’ okay in 
abbreviated second stanza at Penn 
and “Hondo’s” second week looks 
very nice at Stanley. “Captain's 
Paradise” is still sailing along in 
second at Squirrel Hill. Downtown 
trade expected to get a shot in arm 
with teeoff of “Cinerama” tonight 
.(Tues.) at Warner. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 85-$1.25) 
—‘How Marry Millionaire” (20th) 
(4th wk). Plenty okay $9,500, after 
big dip. Stays two more weeks 

Harris (Harris) (2,100; 85-$1.50) 
—‘‘Robe” (20th) (10th wk). Offer- 
; (Continued on page 21) 
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Both Universal Pictures 
American theatremen reacted with 
more than ordinary surprise last 
week to the contention of John 
Davis, J. Arthur Rank Organiza- 
tion topper, that American exhib- 
itors are biocking the expansion 
of British films in the U. S. mar- 
ket. 

With Davis’ remarks coming on 
the heels of similar criticism | by 
Reg Whitley, a London film critic, 
some observers asked if some Brit- 


ish have not lost their sense of 
perspective. 

Officially, the only comment 
from U was a pained “no com- 


ment.” Privately, however, U execs 
aren't quite so docile in their re- 
actions even though Davis had 
stressed in a VARIETY interview 
hat his remarks didn’t imply criti- 
cism of U. 

More outspoken exhibs remind 
Davis that they are today more 


BRITISH IN SLOW BUT SURE HEADWAY: 
', WON'T ACCEPT UNKNOWN STARS 





and¢ 





eager than ever to make a buck | 
and that. if they felt the public | 
were ready to fiock to British im-| 
ports, they would gladly play more. 


But many British releases are of 
limited appeal. and some hold none 
at all, at least for run-of-the-mill 
houses over here. 
Explicitly, exhibs disagreed with 
Davis on his complaints re the 
“disappointing” performance 
“The Queen Is Crowned,” which, 
he claimed, the public wanted to 
see but the exhibs wouldn't book. 


'Gold Coast, 
of | 


“That film died in all but a few. 
ef its subsequent engagements,” | 
ene exhib who had bocked it de-! 


ciared. 
What Price Highbrow? 

Another theatre operator sug- 
gested that the British might be 
misled by the highbrow film critics’ 
enthusiasm for their films. The 
British must never suppose that 
all of their imports have the same 
appeal as Alec Guinness pix. Such 
films as “Seven Days to Noon,” 
“The Magic Box” and others had 
appealed to exhibs who booked 
them but didn’t do big business 
with them. 

What worries the industry here 
is that, via a series of negative 


statements, the impression might | 


be created in Britain that there is 


an exhib conspiracy afoot in this. 


country to restrict the showing of 


British films. This, it’s argued, is’ 


far from the truth and doesn’t jive 
with the facts. since such pix as 
“Red Shoes” and certain others 
had done extremely well. 

Wilby Recalled 

In 1947, when J. Arthur Rank 
was organizing his invasion of the 
UL. S. market. Robert B. Wilby, of 
the WilbyrKincey circuit, stressed 
that Rank was making a “serious 
mistake” in trying to pressure U.S. 
exhibs into playing his pictures. 
“He can't ‘shame’ us into booking 
his product,” Wilby then stated. 
“Let him make films with interna- 
tional appeal. and any American 
exhibitor will be happy to have 
them.” 

American filmmen feel that, de- 
spite obstacles, British pix have 
made great strides in the U. S. 
since the war and are today play- 
ing in many situations that at one 
time were closed to them. They 
still suffer from slow pacing, un- 
known stars and strange accents. 
“The Brave Don't Cry” recently 
had to be withdrawn from U. S. 
distribution due to the Scottish 
brogue in the dialogue. 


‘Queen’ Ran 5 Weeks But 
Petered Out In Suburbs 


Chicago, Dec. 8. 

Exhibs here are wondering what 
all the shouting is about, the shout- 
ing being that of John Davis, man- 
aging director for the J. Arthur 
Rank Organization, who first in To- 
ronto and then New York deplored 
treatment of British product by 
American exhibs and who com- 
plained that “Queen Is Crowned” 





was being cold-shouldered here 
(VARIETY Dec. 2). Pic shortage or 
no pic shortage, Chi exhibs say, 


the general audience here is still 
Jeery of the English dialect and 
only rarely will turn out grandly 
for an import if it has strong com- 
mercial appeal. In the main, the 
British make is most favored by 
the select group that frequents the 
#rt houses in this territory. 
Recently, the highly touted 
“Cruel Sea” was aimed at a general 
audience, making its Chicago bow 
in a two-weeker at the. BERK 


| 


‘ 


Better Liaison Needed 


There could be closer 
liaison between foreign pro- 
duction centers and American 
exhibs, says Walter Reade Jr., 
Reade circuit topper and also 
president of Theatre Owners of 
America. 

Reade maintained in N. Y. 
last week that better contact 
between the theatres in the 
U. S. and producers abroad 
would be helpful, particularly 
since, in his opinion, film- 
makers abroad “never plan 
sufficiently in advance for the 
market.” 

He added that it was a mis- 
take on the part of foreign pro- 
ducers to assume that contact 
with American’ distribution 
was enough. “The distributors 
don’t necessarily Know best 
what we want and need,” he 
said. In Reade’s opinion, U. S. 
exhibs have done a good job 
handling foreign imports. 








United Ariists. There it did ane- 
mic business. On the “A” run, the 
pic went to the H&E Balaban Es- 
quire, a semi-arty deluxer on the 
where it was socko. 
Universal reports a good take on 


'paign treatment, plus “Gilbert and 


'from any source that makes good 
| pictures.” 


Odeon chain of 121 houses. 


‘In French (2/3) Montreal? 


in Canada long before Rank got 
into the business. Currently “Cap- 
tain’s Paradise” after four weeks 
at two Famous houses in Toronto 
is doing well at other Famous 
houses across Canada, ditto “De- 
cameron Nights” and “Paris Ex- 
press,” all getting the full cam- 


Sullivan.” 


Says Famous: “We'll buy films 


“Queen” played some 1,000 situ- 
ations in Canada, apart from 





How Fares British Film 


of more pix from abroad. 


also in Britain. 


Kirk Douglas, Anthony Quinn; 


Alida Valli, Farley Granger; 
Mangano, Yul Brynner; 
Stranger,” Miss Valli, Richard 
mina,” Hedy Lamarr. 
“Destinies,” Michele Morgan, 
Women,” Linda Darnell; “Beat 





Montreal, Dec. 8. 
Ironically for a city of more 
than a million persons which is a 
good two-thirds French ‘most bi- 


lingual), the J. Arthur Rank Or- 


the downstate run of the pic, but) 


distribution isn’t widespread in 
Chi, largely owing to the poor de- 
but of “Sea” in the Loop. 
Coronation Saturation 
Joe Feulner. booker for the H&E 
Balaban circuit, called “Queen Is 
Crowned” a bad example to use for 
2 “snubbed” British pic—if any of 
them are actually beiag snubbed. 
For one thing. the coronation was 
thoroughly saturated with news- 
reels both on TV and in theatres; 
for another it had a timely subject, 
interest in which has since dwin- 
dled; and for a third, it's a docu- 
mentary, and documentaries always 
have limited appeal in Chicago. 


Guiness Put British Back 
Into Pittsburgh Exhibition 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 8. 

British pix arent getting much 
of a shake in the Pittsburgh area. 
but newest and one of the most 
successful art operations 
country, Stanley Warner's Squirrel 
Hill, converted from a nabe, 





in the’ 


is | 


keeping the imports from being a | 


total loss. 


Curious situation’ here is that 
English product was deader than a 
door-nail in this district until 
Squirrel! Hiil opened up. Small Art 
Cinema downtown had been city’s 


single arter and for a long time al- | 


ternated British, French and Italian. 
Few years ago they couldn't give 
the best of the British films away 
and stuck to the French and Ital- 
ian exclusively after that. 

Then came the Squirrel Hill to 
open up with Alec Guinness’ “The 
Lavender Hill Mob,” and the cli- 
entele re-discovered English films 
all over again. On the strength of 
their success at Squirrel Hill, sev- 
eral nabers decided to show them 
on subsequent runs couple of days 
a week but this quickly petered out, 
and now a first-run is about ali they 
can count on. 

“Queen Is Crowned” also played 
the Squirrel Hill and was a rec- 
ord-breaker, but spotted for re-runs 
elsewhere, including the Art Cin- 
ema downtown, did nothing. Offi- 
cials admit they're puzzied by Eng- 
fish pix’ inability to click more 
generally. 


Odeon Tied Up ‘Crowned’: 
Famous Theatres Shut Out 


Toronto, Dec. 8. 
‘A Queen Is Crowned” did not 
play the 401 theatres of Famous 


Players ‘Canadian) because play- 
ing rights were retained by the 


Odeon chain of 121 houses for this 
Arthur Rank property and was not 
available. Odeon advertising cam- 
paign gave impression their film 
had sewn up the coronation cover- 
age. Famous exhibited 
the Queen,” a British-Pathe film. 

International 
president, N. A. Taylor. points out 
that Korda and other British prod- 
uct 1s getting a hefty play across 
Canada, with Famous having first 
call but this is subject to preview- 
Ing. 

Famous piongergd ;Brigish, &lms 


“Elizabeth | 


Film Distributors | 


ganization has managed to channel | 
most of their offerings through a 
group of west-end theatres for bet- 
ter than average returns. Despite 
these theatres being in more-or- | 
less English territory there is in- 
creasing interest in most of the) 
Anglo films presented in past few 
years. . 

“A Queen Is Crowned” opened 
in three houses, the Avenue ‘920- 
seater), the Snowdon (960-seater) 
and the Outremont (1,500-seater) | 
at regular prices and did capacity 
biz for 10 days even though one 
print of this particular film was 
juggled between the three houses. 
Film subsequently stayed at the 
Avenue for seven solid weeks and 


° » i 
is now garnering returns in 16mm | 


size via schools and big corpora- 
tions. 


Rank for most part gets its re- 
turns in houses that verge on the 
“art” idea. “Gilbert & Sullivan” 
from London Films played a 
downtown house and lasted only 


one week with just fair returns | 


while a sleeper like “Genevieve” 
played the Avenue and staved for 
five weeks with near sellouts every 
night. “Cruel Sea’ went into the 
Kent and stayed seven full weeks 
with block-long lineups some 
nights. 





Kansas City Arties Very 
Cordial to British Items 


Kansas City, Dec. 8. 

British films get a real break in 
art houses in the midwest, but for 
general exhibition they are usually 
rated cold box office. The art 
houses, however, are having a real 
heyday with many British pictures. 

“A Queen Is Crowned” played 
four sock weeks in the Vogue un- 
der Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Golden | 
management. Opened to a $3,300 
week, which is great money for the | 
550-seat house, at 65-85¢ scale, and | 


turned in strong b.o. report each 
week. 


“Queen” quite probably could 
have stayed more than four weeks, 
and may well be worth a second 
run, Golden thinks. He was forced 
to move it out for other bookings. 

Vogue also finds Alec Guiness 
films great shakes, each of these 
recent releases being good for sev- 
eral weeks run. “The Captain's 
Paradise” comes in Christmas day. 
“Mr. Potts Goes to. Moscow” 
opened in the Vogue Dec. 3 and 
looks for several-week run. 

Kimo Theatre frequently uses a 
British attraction, and also other 
foreign product. Hasn't used much 
English stuff lately as “Lili” took 
up its screen for seven months. 

Managers here are pretty well 
agreed that same rules for success 
hold trae for British pix as for 
Hollywood product. The basic rule 
is it .nust be a good picture. And 
it is difficult for British pix to 
get into that class because of dif- 
ferent viewpoints, social conditions 
and dialects. Latter puts two 
strikes on a picture, especially if 
there’s Cockney or burry Scotch. 


Cincinnati Thinks Britons 
Never Had It So Good 


- Cincinnati, Dec. 8. 
British pix are getting more than | 
their share of circulation in the! 
Cincy exchange area, in the opin- 
1on of exhibitors and distributors. 
One spokesman, Vance Schwartz. 
put the reverse on a claim in Va- 
RIETY last week by Jolhm, Davis, | 





| “The Queen Is Crowned.” 


‘after the coronation, it being one 


erine Dunham, Judith Anderson, 
man; “Neapolitan Carousel,” Leonid Massine; “We Women,” In- 
grid Bergman, Anna Magnani, Alida Valli; “Summer Hurricane,” 
“Judith and Holophernes,” 
“Romeo and Juliet,” 
“Trip to Italy,” Miss Bergman, 


Par Points Up Incoming Foreign Pix 


Conscious of the need to maintain the fllow of product to the 
theatres, United Paramount circuit is making available to its 
regional units a list of 15 forthcoming foreign productions co- 
starring American and w.k. foreign stars. 

Apart from their own selfish purposes, Par execs also feel that, 
by highlighting foreign productions with built-in marquee appeal 
via an American star, they’re paving the way for public acceptance 


»-- 


Ptactice of employing Hollywood players to garner exhib at- 
tention in the U. S. is well established in Italy and to an extent 
For example ‘The Paratrooper,” a British pro- 
duction, will star Alan Ladd surrounded by a British cast. 

Pix on the United Par list are:“Ulysses,” Silvana Mangano, 
“Mambo,” Miss Mangano, Kath- 


Shelley Winters, Vittorio Gass- 


Miss 
Flora Robson; 
George Sanders; “Hand of a 
Basehart, Trevor Howard; “Fe- 


Claudette Colbert; 
the Devil,” 


“Forbidden 
Humphrey Bogart, 


Jennifer Jones, Gina Lollobrigida, Robert Morley, Peter Lorre; 
“Story of William Tell,” Errol Flynn, Bruce Cabot, and “Crossed 
Swords,” Flynn and Miss Lollobrigida. 








hibs won't give British product the | 
break it deserves. 

Schwartz, Cincy’s leading art 
theatre operator, contends that au- | 
diences for British pix must be | 
built up here because Americans | 


‘are not accustomed to British type 


entertainment. Schwartz also holds | 
that British films are playing to | 
bigger audiences in this country | 
than ever. 

In his suburban Hyde Park 650- | 
seater, Schwartz grossed very good 
on “A Queen Is Crowned” for three 
and one-half weeks. That engage- 
|/ment was the forerunner of many 
bookings in this area on the film, 
despite its earlier widespread re- 
lease in black and white newsreels 
and on TV. 

Not aiming to be critical, 
Schwartz said, a great amount of 
British product is not suitable for 
showing in this country. 


‘Queen’ Got 70-80 Dates 


| In Albany Exchange Area 


Albany, Dec. 8. 

“The Queen Is Crowned” played 
“70 to 80 dates, a substantial figure 
for the Albany exchange district on 
a British picture, so reports Al 
Marchetti, office manager and head 
booker for Universal-International. 
Its local engagement at the Dela- 
ware, a 600-seat neighborhood the- 
atre with an art policy, was for 
two weeks “and highly successful,” 
recads Manager Joan Brousseau. 

Commenting that “My patrons 
like British pictures and clamor 
for more of them,” Brousseau said 
the coronation picture was original- 
ly booked -as a second feature to 
“Crash of Silence,” another “splen- 
did” English film. However, the 
customers indicated the first night 











that they came principally to see 





British-Financed Colorado | 
Is Very Friendly Market | 


Denver, Dec. 8. | 

“ A Qifeen Is Crowned” grossed | 
$12,600 at the 442-seat Vogue Art 
Cinema in June, starting nine days 


of the first cities in the country to 
see the films. The price was 
boosted from 60c for students, to 
80c and from 90c to $1.20 for 
others, and in spite of the advance 
in price the film played to absolute 
Capacity the opening week, and to 
fine business the other two weeks. 

Much British product is also 
shown at the Vogue, first run. And 
they get a nickel more than other 
first runs here, 

Colorado was settled largely by 
folks of British extraction, and 
much British capital went into de- 
veloping mines and other industry 
here, which may in some Way ac- 
count for the nice patronage that 
is the usual thing at the Vogue. 

One thing that contributes to the 
success of British product at the 
Vogue is the owner, Miss Alberta 
Pike, who has had extensive ex- 
perience in newspaper and theatre 
work, and who is also on the board 
of regents at the" University of 
Colorado, 








‘Queen’ Ran 25 Days; Brit. 
Have Special Columbus F 


Columbus, Dec. 8. | 
Exhibitors here figure “A Queen 
Is Crowned” got a fair shake in 
distribution but most of them get | 
uneasy when run-of-mine British | 
films are mentioned. 
“Queen” played a very successful | 


‘Arthur Rank exec, that the audi-, run of 25 days at the World last 
‘ences are here, but American ex-|spring and got subsequent 


run 
with only fair box office at four 
nabes of the Neth chain. Neth’s 
official reported it was strange the 
coronation film didn’t do better at 
the b.o. since it drew heavy tele- 
phone queries. 


Downtown first-run managers are 
split on booking of British film 
products. Harry Schreiber, RKO 
city manager, says it all depends 
on the picture. His two houses 
hadn't played a Rank picture in 
some time and that they usually 
appear as second features. 


Walter Kessler, Loew’s Ohio 
manager, said generally “recep- 
tion ‘of English pix) has not been 
good and sometimes the quality of 
the product has not been good, 
leading the audience to ridicule the 
picture.” 

Only success one chain had with 
British product was in house lo- 
cated across from Ohio State Uni- 
versity campus. 


Olivier, Guiness, Redgrave 
Have St. Louis Followings 


St. Louis, Dec. 8. 

Virtually no demand exists for 
British films outside of St. Louis 
proper in this trade area. Recep- 
tion of those shown here at Fan- 
chon & Marco's two small houses 
is mixed. Films starring Laurence 
Olivier, Alex Guiness and Michael 
Redgrave, all of whom are familiar 
to patrons of these houses, usually 
co nicely. Word-of-mouth counts 
most for British offerings as busi- 
ness seems little influenced by 
critics of Globe-Democrat, a.m., 
and Post-Dispatch, p.m., beyond 
first two days. 

“A Queen Is Crowned” was first 
shown at F&M’s downtown de- 
luxer, the Ambassador, and later 
shifted to the Shady Oak and good 
grosses were grabbed at both 
houses. Other films that proved 
strong b.o. attractions § include 
“The Cruel Sea,” current at the 
Pageant, “Beggar's Opera,” “Kind 
Hearts and Coronets” and “Mr. 
Potts Goes to Moscow.” On occa- 
sions a British made film will play 
day and date at both houses where 
the admish scale is 90c and where 
matinees are tabooed. 


‘Queen’ Terms Called Stiff 
For Suburban Subsequents 


Minneapolis, Dec. 8. 

Leo J. Doty, local U-I office man- 
ager and its spokesman during 
branch manager L. J. Miller’s ab- 
sence from the city, feels that the 
British pictures are getting the 
Same break as American films. 

Reports Doty: “Rank’s ‘Stairway 
to Heaven’ played in approximately 
80° of the territory's possibilities. 
‘A Queen is Crowned,’ played off 
early in all key situations where, 
for the most part, it drew fine 
business.” 

All Product Too Scarce 

Harry B. French, Paramount cir- 
cuit president here, calls Davis’ 
siaiement “‘nonsense.” 

“We never did draw the line 
against a British picture as such 
and now that product is becoming 
scarcer we’re looking at everything 
with eagle eyes,” says French. “It’s 
just downright foolish to think that 
if ‘the audiences are there’ we 
wouldn't book a release if it’s Brit- 





ish, Italian or Spanish because of 


prejudice. Davis apparently is un- 
aware of how circuits and indi- 
vidual theatres are operated in this 
country.” i395 6 
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WHY SCISSOR PIX 





Pix Toppers Still in Hoppers 





Looks Like Schencks, Rubin, Warners, Other Vets 


Will Delay 





The new uncertainties and ex- 
citement prevailing in the picture 
business, and sharpened rivalry 
among the top corporations for in- 
dustry supremacy in this new era 
of width and dimension have had 
the effect of keeping the oldline 
Hollywood and New York top- 
kicks in command. 

A number of top-placed execu- 
tives had either set definite plans 
for a more leisurely pace for 
themselves, or toyed with the idea 
of bowing out entirely. But 
they've apparently found new and 
stimulating challenges via the new 
production and distribution proc- 
esses and intend to remain in 
harness. 

Nicholas M. Schenck, a kingpin 
of the American film industry 
earlier had“intended to “step up” 
to the board chairmanship of 
Metro when the company divorces 
from Loew’s domestic theatres 
next March. Whether he’ll still 
chair the board or keep the title 
of president is unclear. But 
either way, it’s now apparent that 
he will stay on the job full time 
instead of fixing a more relaxed 
course for himself. 

Similar situation obtains with 
J. Robert Rubin, Loew’s v.p., gen- 
eral counsel and board member. 
Unless he’s influenced by reasons 
of health, Rubin also will hold to 


his steady work regimen insted of , 


easing off, as he intended before. 


Other Metro-ites, in less promi- 
nent but still important spots, like- 
wise are reversing decisions of an 
earlier day to cut down on their 
business schedules or retire com- 
pletely. 

Warners Sticking? 

Harry Warner, president 
Warners, is now definitely de- 
termined to remain at the helm, 
say sources close to the WB opera- 
tion. Before dawn of the new era, 
trade reports persisted that he was 
angling to retire. Couple of years 
ago, Harry, Jack and Maj. Albert 
Warner came close to selling out 
control of the company to the 
Louis Lurie syndicate but this, of 
course, failed to materialize. 

Joseph M. Schenck, another 
prominent oldliner, quit his exec 
production berth on the 20th-Fox 
Jot to take over personal command 
of his theatre interests not many 


months ago. This would have 
meant relatively mild chores for 
the vet. But now he's head of 


Magna Theatres, which is develop- 
ing Todd-A.O. 65m film produc- 
tions. (See separate story) 
There’s excitement in the film 
trade again. The oldsters appar- 


ently like the new action just fine. | 





ART SERIES 
GROSS POOR 


Whether it comes in big doses or | 


small, American film audiences are 
still shying away from “art” and 
exhibs aren’t far behind. Series 
of seven art shorts released by 


20th-Fox so far has grossed a dis- | 
|tc three more films, including pic- | 


appointing $300,000 in the U. S. 


and Canada, with the latter doing 
proportionately far better than the | Banana,” 
which | Associated in 


domestic market. Shorts, 


of | 


Retirements 
+ 





Pecked Out of the Coop 


Albany, Dec. 8. 

Teacup tempest whirls here- 
abouts concerning an oil paint- 
ing of Marilyn Monroe. Artist 
Paul Meltsner proposed to gift 
the Albany Veterans Hospital. 
Just to cheer the boys up. But 
the Women’s Auxiliary of the 
hospital stepped in, declaring 
the picture, a formal portrait, 
r too sexy. 

Same _ rtist’s portrait of 
Gertrude Lawrence is hanging 
in The Boston Museum. 

Albany Times-Union played 
up the ruckus on page one. 





| 


BURSTYN'S ORG 
PONDERS ITS 
FUTURE 


Independent Motion Picture Dis- 
tributors Assn. of America, group 
(of indie distribs and foreign. film. 
| importers, meets in N.Y. today 
| (Wed.) to elect a new president to 
‘succeed the late Joseph Burstyn. 
| Conclave was called by Arthur 
L. Mayer. IMPDA v.p. and a for- 
;mer partner of Burstyn. Group, 
'which has a couple thousand dol- 
!lars in its kitty, will discuss its 
jfuture in the light of current’ 


| developments in the foreign film 
field. 

Mayer advocates continuance, 
particularly in view of the French 
and Italian situation. Only two 











i weeks ago Burstyn sent a wire to 
|}the Motion Picture Export Assn. 
| urging 


it not to make a French 
deal that might involve subsidized 
distribution of French pix in the 
U.S. or financial support for pro- 


motion for films that might be 
channeled through a = subsidized 


agency. 
A Break for IFE 
Death of Burstyn leaves a void 
in the ranks of local importers and 
cistribs of foreign and particularly 


'ot Italo and French pix. Fact that 


‘there is at present no major !m- 
porter of Italian product appears 
to some observers to strengthen 
ithe position of Italian Films Ex- 
port, subsfized Italo agency pro- 
| ntoting and releasing Italian pix in 


the U.S. 
Burstyn enjoved great personal 
prestige in Italy and producers 


ithere and in France would fre- 
quent!y offer him—or Ilya Lopert 
|—their films first. Now Burstyn is 
'sone and Lopert has quit the dis- 
| tribution biz. IFE is frankly hope- 
ful that developments may work 
in its favor in that it may get a 
chance at more of the top Italian 
product. 


| Top Banana’ to UA 


United Artists, continuing in 
pursuit of deals for indie product, 
has picked up distribution rights 


of 
with 


turization the legiter, “Top 
Phil Silver starred. 


the pic production 


concern the great masters of the are Mike Sloane and Paula Stone, 
canvass, have been a big b.o. hit, who presented the Broadway ori- 


abroad. 


Series, produced by Boris Ver- 
was | 


mont tor Art Films, Inc., 


| ginal, studio exec Joseph Justman 
;and Ben and Edward Peskay. 
Film was lensed on the Moton 


lensed in European museums in | Picture Centre studio, Hollywood, 


Technicolor. Cost 


south, 


_Art Films owns the 16m and TV 
Murray Sil- | Harlem Globetrotters 
Verstone, prexy of 20th-Fox Inter- | team, 


rights to the shorts. 


was approxi-| headed by Justman, similarly as it 
mately $560,000. Pix have been in 
release for about a year and three 
months, and have been doing par- 
ticularly poorly in the midwest and 


|was presented on stage. Six days 





|lowing a week's rehearsals. 

| Other films nabbed by UA are 
| Alfred Palca’s production of “Go, 
'Man, Go," which concerns the 
basketball 


and Lazar 


national, is a partner in the Art| “Heide,” which the producer made 


Films setup. it 


Pere oe 


{ ade 4? 


in») Europe’: °° 


is 


of shooting time were required fol- | 


Wechsler’'s| 


THEATRE LIGENGE 
AG GLUM CHOIE 


Some new form of censorship, | 
substituting classification of pix for | 
the more rigid method now in use, | 
is “bound to come,” according to 
Dr. Hugh M. Flick, the N. Y. cen- 
sor. As he sees it, it’s “just about 
the only way” in which “the people 
| themselves can participate in cen- 
| sorship.” 
| Recently returned from Toron- 
to, Flick reported he was very im-, 
pressed by the regulations now be- 
ing drawn up for the 1953 Ontario 
Theatre Act. Under these regula- 
tions, the censor sets up “restric- 
itive” classification of films which 
; minors under 18 should not see 
Tag must be displayed in all ads 
and also on theatre marquees. 

Ontario censor further is em- 

powered to draw up a list of thea- 
tres where a certain film may play, 
le, Channel it to the art houses. 
| where it’s ant to get an adult audi- 
|ence, and away from exploitation 








treatment. Flick didn’t think all 
of the Canadian system would be 
applicable to N. Y. State. but in- 
dicated it may come to the pscint 
where certain houses are clearly 
designated for the playing of 
‘adult” pix. 

Despite numerous attempts to 
knock out-pre-release censorship 
of films, it is Flick’s .opinion that 
there was a mové towards” cerisor— 
Ship rather than away from it, and 
he added that he was feeling that 
pressure more than ever. He com- 
mented that he and his reviewers 
saw films before anyone else and 
that therefore ‘we aren't influ- 
enced” by the proponents of strict- 
er censorship. 

Re: ‘Teenage Menace’ 

N. Y. Circuit Court of Appeals’ 
recent decision to nix his ban on 
“Teenage Menace.” a film dealing 
with drug addiction. was deplored 
by Flick, mostly because it set up 
a precedent. “They didn't rule on 
our competence to ban the film,” 
Flick explained. “The Court” saw 
the picture and then set itself up 
as a censor, ruling that we were 
in error.” 


In the past. the Courts have 
tended to abide by the decision of 
duly constituted bodies such as 


censor boards. The prime question 
has been whethe.- or not pre-re- 
lease censorship was legal and con- 
stitutional. 

Flick said he has had discussions 
with the Board of Regents, 
periors, about changing censorship 
in the state, but that nothing 
would be done pending the U. S 


his su- 


Supreme Court's ruling in the “La 
Ronde” and ‘“M” cases. Both are 
up for hearing Jan. 4. “La Ronde’ 
was banned in N. Y. State, and 


“M" was blocked by the Ohio cen- 
SOrs. 

Any move by the High Tribunal 
to Knock out pre-release censorship 


per se was seen as “extremely un- 
fortunate” by Flick. He said that 
in N. Y. State at least, it would 


inevitably result in the licensing of 
theatres which would then risk the 
loss of their license if they plaved 
pix that offended the licensing au- 
thorities, 

As. for the gradual whittling 
down of the individual state cen- 
sorship statutes, Flick said it didn't 
worry him. “I could operate under 
the one restriction — obscenity — 
alone,’ he commented 

The N. Y. censor sees classifica- 

,tion of films as the only sensible 
method that avoids a blank censor- 
ship for all age groups. At the 
same time, he doesn’t: favor a re- 
striction pegged to a definite age. 
His idea is to let parents in part 
shoulder the responsibility for 
what their offsprings can and can- 
not see. 


Noah Dietrich Unloads 


| 





Noah Dietrich, exec aide to 
Howard Hughes and member of 
the RKO Pictures board, has un- 


loaded his stock in the film tom- 
pany. 

Dietrich had owned 1,000 shares, 
which he sold within the past 
months q2 29) ’ isle 


— + 


' Board's 


4some of fhe pictures. 
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All the Usual Exhib Worries Plus 


Fear of Hypnotists in Maritimes 





How Was That? 


Minneapolis, Dec. 8 

Charging that ‘some of the 
Breen office censorship re- 
quirements have been stupid” 
and declaring the Breen is go- 
ing to have to back down even 
more than he’s now doing, vet- 
eran Paramount studio public- 
ist Rufus Blair, here piloting 
the Corbett Twins from the 
Bob Hope picture “Here Come 


the Girls,” told Morning Tri- 
bune columnist Will Jones 
that the “depression” now fac- 


ing Hollywood is causing mans 
revamps. 

They’re starting to realize in 
Hollywood that the only was 
they can make good pictures 
is to get good writers and let 
them turn out good stories 
without being hampered by a 
lot of silly rules declared 
Blair. 


JUDGE DERIDES 
MARYLAND'S 











Baltimore, Dec. 8 
Judge Herman M. Moser of Bal- 
timore City Court has reversed the 


cecision of the Maryland Board of 
Censors banning the _ state-wide 
showing of “The Moon Is Blue” 


refusal to sanction show- 
ing of the UA release was labeled 
“arbitrary and capricious” in a 
lengthy opinian. Moser was out- 


spoken in attacking the censorship 


board. He said the film “is neither 
obscene, indecent. immoral, nor 
tending to corrupt public morals” 
Rather it is a story of “virtue 
triumphant.” 

Judge criticized the board for 
having no “fixed standards 


interpret what is “Indecent, 
2nd immoral” and doubted the 
tent of its authorization under the 
constitution. Judge suggested t 
either the board be abolished 


ahcrcene 
obscene 


censorship law be passed wt 
could be “constitutionalls en- 
forced.” Moser feels the functions 
of the board can otherwise be a 
corbed by existing prosecuting 
officials 

The board's emphasis of é 


Breen) Production Code decisio1 





Was minimized by Judge Mose: 
who ruled that “The clauses of the 
code cited against “The Moon Is 
Blue” are not such standards as 
may be constitutionally used by & 
government censor.” 


Catholic Paper Blasts 

Playdates for ‘Moon’ 
Albany Dec. 8 

Troubles continue for U A's 
“Moon Is Blue” via bitter oppos! 
tion of Catholic periodicals. On 
the eve of the film opening at the 
Strand here and the Troy in Tro) 
a front-page editorial in The Evan- 
gelist declared: “‘Local show houses 
running this film are guilty of af- 


front to decent citizens of the com- 
munits 
Paper had previously blasted 


summer theatres for presenting 
the original legit version of the F 
Hugo Herbert boy-meets-girl-w ith- 
spicy-dialog 


Dick Powell’s Indie 


Hollywood, Dec. 8 

Dick Powell, currently doubling 
is going into indie production in 
as an actor and producer at RKO, 
partnership with his wife, June 
Aliyson. Switch will be made 
when he is freed from his current 
commitments. 

Plans call for Powell to produce 
and direct for the new company 
and for Miss Allyson to star in 





+ 


By WILLIAM J. McNULTY 


St. John, N.B., Dec. 8. 

Deferred four times because the 
Paramount theatre, the convention 
was being readied for Cin- 
emaScope and “The Robe,” the 
Maritime Allied Exhibitors Assn. 
finally held its annual meeting 
here. 

In some respects this New 
s3runswick-Nova Scotia gathering 
is reminiscent of regional conven- 
tions of Allied in the States. There 
were the usual complaints against 
distributors’ terms, suppliers’ 


Site 


prices, failure of fellow-exhibitors 
iv join the association and pay 
gues 

Ajarm over increasing number 


of theatre robberies was expressed 
and need for banking facilities on 
vieekends was pressed upon the lo- 
cal keepers of vaults Exhibitors 
were in favor of an enforced ban 
against bingo, a big diversion-of- 
spending-money foe of the box- 
office 

Loud squawks were registered 
aZainst increasing licensing of pub- 
lic school properties for entertain- 
ments of various kinds, and espe- 


‘ially 16m. films, operated in 
competition” with the taxpaying 


cinemas 
What 
men 


may puzzle American film- 


most 





FURS WICk- 


woe teow sein 


0? OF BS weer we ew Ae ike Res 
Neve —Scutta--extrbitors "concern 


with a number of traveling hypno- 
tists—that’s right—who have been 
playing highschool auditoriums at 


price for these parts 
Maritime Allied elected the fol- 


lowing officers for the coming 
vea! President, A. J. Mason, 
Springhill. N. S.: vice presidents, 


I 

Gordon Spencer, Lancaster, N. B.: 
FM. Gregor, New Waterford. N.S. 
Also, G A. Walters, Charlottetown, 
Prince Edward Island. as secretary 
and P. J. Dwver, Halifax, as treas 
urer. The 1954 convention is a!so 
to be held in St. John, at a date 
to be named by the executive. 
Speaker at the convention lunch- 
eon was A. J. Mason of Springhill 
There was a presentation of a sil- 


ver medallion to Herman Mc 
distributor 


KALMUS KEEPS 
ABREAST TAPE 





tk 0d. Dec. 8 
X ene pe “CO! £ n 
colo ecentiv demonstrated by 
RCA. is no surprise to Dr. Herbert 
I Kalmus Te ol prex 
“whose OV scientists have been ex- 
renting in that field 
Due to the long experience and 
great success which Technicolor 
has had in the basic and practical 
blems of color.” he explained 
anc cue to the contributions of 
its own research, Technicolor is 
necessarily in the midst of these 
r range developments.” 
Magnetic tape, he said, may lead 


nateis lo 
aphyv in whicl 
and-white and in 
on tape and repro- 
electrically for television 
but not before two years 
not have any substantial 
aaverse effect on Technicolor busi- 
he 


electronic 


motion 


photog- 
pictures in 
color can 
be recorded 
cuced 
purposes 
d* should 


hess, added, but may prove to 
be an advantage 

As for the problems of produc- 
ing such films for large-size the- 
atrical screens, he said: Solution 
of these problems are 10 or 15 
years away, so they can have no 


immediate effect on Television.” 


Premingers ‘Dilemma’ 

Otto Preminger, producer-direc- 
tor, returned to.N. Y. from a 
European trek Monday (7) with 
the picture rights to two properties 


which are next on his lensing 
schedule 

First is Bernard Shaw's “The 
Doctor’s Dilemma,":-which Prem- 


inger will make in Europe. Other 
is James M. Cain's novel, “Gala- 


“?) ten.” 
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Robe Lauded by Crix, Filmites, 


Patrons After Gala Preem in Paris 


Paris, Dec. 8. 4 


“The Robe,” first CinemaScope | 
film, had its gala preem here) 
Thursday (3) before a black te 
crowd of French VIPS, film peo- 
ple, crix, distributors and pro-} 
Gueers after one of most intensive | 
pre-publicity campaigns ever un- 
dertaken here. It was C’Scope, 
with the added incentive of being 
of Gallic origin, which was sold, 
and the marquee emblazoned the 
C’Scope name in neon letters twice 
the size of the pic title. Pic was 
shown at the Normandie in its) 
original version, with subtitles, but | 
henceforth runs only in its dubbed | 
version at both this house and the. 
Rex. Subtitles were hard to read, 
but crowd and professional re- 
sponse were big and positive. 

Show was preceeded by flashing | 
a slide on the side walls paying 
homage to the inventor, Henri 
Chretien, and with his pic flashed | 
on the opposite wall the old man | 
was the recipient of heavy mitting. | 
Show opened with first French} 
film in C’Scope, a one-reel docu- 
mentary by Marcel Ichac, “New, 
Horizons,” an explanatory pic for) 
the process. Fine moving shots) 
around Paris and aerial views drew | 
a big reaction from patrons. 

Audience applauded “The Robe” | 
intermittently throughout the film. | 
One producer waxed emphatic 
afterwards and said that motion 
pictures had opened a window on) 
the world and now C’Scope had | 
broken down the walls. Others! 
said it was really a new era in 
filmmaking, and ali distribs and 
producers were convinced it would 
be a b.o. bonanza. 

The crix had their own ersonal 
Sut “sti ere -unanimous- 
on the process itself as a new im- 
portant technical step. Paris- 
Presse. said when the first image 
hit the screen the public was ex- 
cited and knew that it was in for 
something new. Further the cric 
said that the C’Scope process now 
has to be utilized with genius be- 
fore it can be a panacea. 

Crix Laud New Process 

France Soir, biggest evening 
paper, felt that film was full of 
good things. Cric also felt that 
later films will really show the 
worth of C’Scope. Staid Le Monde 
eric said he walked in on the film 
and was moved and awed by the 
spectacie, and had felt nothing like 
it since he first heard the voice of 
Al Jolson from the screen. 

Tabs have been hiked to $1.25 
with four shows daily and five on 
Sunday. Pic will probably run 
eight weeks at these houses in the 
French versions. Biz was brisk the 
first few days. Opening night audi- 
ence included Ministers Paul Rey- 
naud and Loufel. Olivia De Havil- 
jJand. Gregory Peck. Gene Tierney. 
Ali Khan and all the picture crowd 
of Paris 


BOT to Lock Into Way 
G-B, Odeon Books Films 


London. Dec. 8 





The Board of Trade is to con- 
Guct a probe into the booking 
policy of the Gaumont British and 
Odeon circuits, both of which are 


controlled by 
organization. 


the J. Arthur Rank 
News \¥ revealed 


as 


in the “House of Commons last 
week by Henry Strauss, Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the BOT. 


The inquiry is a sequel to ques- 
tions raised in the Commons dur- 
ing the previous week's discussion 


on the Film Finance bill. It 
stated thut the chairman of the 
National Film Finance Corp. had 


written to the BOT on the subject 

In announcing the government's 
inientions, Strauss said that tiere 
evidence 


was no that the under- 
taking made by the Rank organiza- 


tion in 1948 to book separately for 
the two circuits had not been fuliy 
honored nor was there any change 
in the booking arrangements. 
Under terms of original agree- 
ment. a pledge was given that the 
Odeon and Gaumont British cir- 
cuits would be treated as separate 
entities, and that there would be 
no interbooking between the two! 
theatre groups. The = announce- 
ment in the House of Commons, 
has been warmly received by many | 
independent exhibs who have 
charged that in some cases certain | 
pictures ere shown on both 


cuits. i 





Star Circus Acts For 
Hylton’s Variety Charity 


London, Dec. 1. 
Many prominent international 
speciality acts have been signed 
for Jack Hylton’s second London 
circus which opens at the Earls 


Court arena Dec. 23 with a charity | 


gala sponsored by the Variety Club 
of Great Britain. 


Among the acts are the Leotaris, 


trapezists; the Troup Bello, spring- | 


board performers; the _ Dinats, 
trapezists; the Five Fellars, tight- 
rope walkers; the Theda Sisters 
from the Cirque Madrano in Paris; 
the Arrida Troup, trampolinists; 
the Adrianis, jugglers; Reno, a 
perching acrobat; the Marchita 
company, comic cyclists; the Cocos 
and Tom, Dick and ‘Arry, English 
clowns. 


Arg. Goes Ahead 





With Vaude Plan 


Buenos Aires, Dec. 1. 

Apparently determined to go 
ahead with implementation of Law 
No. 14,226, which makes it obliga- 
tory to include vaudeville turns in 
all Argentine film theatres, the 
labor ministry here now has 
opened a Register of Exhibitor-Im- 
presarios as a special division of 
the Entertainment Board. 


those from the Province of Buenos 
Aires are to register in the city 
division. Exhibitors whose houses 
are located outside the limits of 
what is known as Greater Buenos 
Aires, together with those of Men- 
doza and Mar del Plata, are to reg- 
ister at the ministry's regional of- 
fices in each locality 

Meantime the Labor Ministry 
continues discussions with enter- 
tainment unions, exhibitor associa- 
tions, etc., in the task of drafting 
regulations of this much disputed 
law. Meetings were held here this 
week between delegations of the 
Various exhibitor associations of 
the city. province of Buenos Aires, 
the cities of Rosario. Santa Fe, 
Mendoza, San Juan and Cordoba. 


DeSica Changes Mind, 
Rejoins Thespian Ranks 


Rome, Dec. 1. 

After spending most postwar 
years directing pix ‘‘“Shoe-Shine.” 
“Bicycle Thief’) and refusing of- 
fers to appear in films, Vittorio De- 
Sica recently has had a change of 
heart. being currently again one of 
the busiest ‘and best-paid) thes- 
pians in Italy. DeSica recently fol- 
lowed up an appearance in “Olden 
Days” with roles in two episodes 
of that picture's follow-up, “Tempi 
Nostri” (“Our Times”) Among 
other films in which DeSica recent- 
ly appeared are “Madame de... ..” 
“Pane Amore e Fantasia,’ and in 
episodes of “100 Years of Love” 
and “Villa Borghese.” The direc- 
tor-actor is currently busy in “Gran 
Varieta” and “I] Matrimonio.” 

DeSica plans returning to direc- 
tion with “Gold of Naples,” from 
a story by Giuseppe Marotta. His 
last megging “Terminal Sta- 
tion,” now being prepped for U. S 
release by David O. Selznick.” 





Was 


Welles Mulls Mystery 
Film for 0’Seas Prod. 


Paris, Dec. 1. 
Welles has announced 
here that he will begin a new film 
in Europe next month titled “Mr. 
Arkadine.” It is a mystery 
Which Welles has been working on 
fortwo years. Story concerns a mil- 
lionaire who hires a man to track 
down his past. The trek leads 
around the world and each wit- 
ness is dead before he is found. 


Orson 


Exteriors probably will be made |} 
Italy, Germany, Spain | 


in France 
and Mexico. Welles will play the 
forgetful rich man and Ivan Desny, 
“ho speaks five languages, will be 


his aid. Role of an exiled countess | 
cir-; bas been offered to Marlene Die- | 


trich, » | | 


Wren Plans Vaude, Revue 
Policy in Aussie House 


Sydney, Dec. 1. 





film | 


Harry Wren, independent vaude- 
‘revue operator, has taken a lease 
‘on the Civie Theatre here from 
|Haymarket Theatres, and_ will 
\ bring in a policy of vaude and re- 
ivues and ice shows over a four- 
‘month period. He will rename 
‘house the Palladium. 

| Civie formerly played thrill pix 
with good results. 


Russ Artists Coming 
Out of Shell; Series 





Paris, Dec. 8. 

| A traveling group of Soviet art- 
ists will give a series of longhair 
concerts here beginning today (8) 
and terminating Dec. 22. Concerts 
will be given in various houses 
around Paris and will usually be 
during the weekly closing of the 
houses. Advance sale is brisk and 
the curio appeal plus actual inter- 
est should make for full attendance 
|during the coming events. This 
is the first time a group of live 
USSR artists is making a stand 
here since pre-war days. 

Wednesday (9) the 
Theatre will have mezzo-soprano 
Dario Douloukhanova, winner of 
the Stalin prize for song. She re- 
peats Dec. 11 at the Salle Gaveau. 
On Dec. 12, at Salle Pleyel, violin- 
ist Igor Oistrakh will give a reci- 
tal, and on Dec. 16, at the Marig- 
ny, pianist Bela Navidovitch will 
hold forth. 

Theatre Des Mathruins will have 
a Russo marionette show Dec. 15 
and 22, with the Moscow Marionet 
Theatre under direction of Serge 
Obvastov. Palais De Chaillot will 
house a sqng and. dance. recital 


Izmailova and the Klimov dancers 
and singers. Sorokine, Chouvarine, 
Oleinitchenko & Munhov, 
lonov and the balalaika player 
Baraiev. 

In all, 17 Soviet artists will ap- 
pear in these cultural recitals. 
Tour will continue in other west- 
ern countries afterwards and 
bodes a more wholehearted Russo 
participation 
show biz life of western Europe. 
They are also entering interna- 
tional fests again. 


GERMAN FILMS SCORE 
GAINS OVER YANK PIX 


Berlin, Nov. 24. 

German films continued _ their 
upward climb also during the last 
month. Trend in boxoffice popu- 
larity in West Germany’s most im- 
portant key cities showed another 
remarkable win by domestic films 
while U.S. pix slipped again. Ger- 





man films captured 47.66% of play- | 
dates as compared with 44.9°% in’ 


September. American features 
held second spot with 29.1°7. 

A year ago, U.S. pictures held 
top position with 34.6% followed 


by local product with 33.8°%. 
Austrian pix were next in playing 
time with 7.30 of dates. German 
films dominated in six of the 
eight key cities, including Berlin. 
Frankfurt, Hamburg, Hannover, 


Munich and Stuttgart. U.S. films 
held top positions in Duesseldorf 
and Cologne, both located in the 
3ritish Zone of Germany. 


Current London Shows 


London, Dec. 8. 


‘Figures denote premiere dates) 
Affairs of State, Cambridge (8-21-52). 
Airs Shoestring, Royal Ct. (4-22-57). 
Antony and Cleopatra, Princes (10-4-53). 
As Long As Happy, Garrick (7-8-53). 
Birthday Honours, Criterion (10 6-53). 
Boy Friend, Embassy (12-1-53), 
Carrington, V. C., Westminster (7 28-53). 
Champagne On ice, Hipp (9-17-53). 
Confidential Clerk, Lyric (9-16-53). 
Dance Dress, Embassy (4-7-53) 

Day By The Sea, Haymarket 
Dear Charlies, New (12-18-52). 
Escapade, Strand (1-20-53). 
Folies Bergere, Pr. Wales (9-24-52). 
For Better Worse, Comedy (12-17-52). 
Fun and Fair, Palladium (10-7-53). 
Guys and Dolls, Colliseum (5-28 53). 
King and I, Drury Lane (10-8-53). 
Living Room, Wyndham’s (4-16-53). 
London Laughs, Adelphi (4-12-52). 

| Love From Judy, Saville (9-25-52). 

Love Match, Palace (11-10-53) 

Moon Is Bive, Duke York (7-7-53). 
Sevreiren. Amibas. (11-25-52). 

Old Vic Repertory, Old Vic (9-14-53). 
Orchard Walls, St. Martin’s (11-30-53). 
Paint Your Wagon, Majesty’s (2-11-53). 


"11-26-53) 


Pygmalion, St. James’ (11-19 53). 
Reluctant Heroes, White (9-12-50). 
Return, Duchess (11-9-53), 
Ring Out Bells, Vic. Pal. (11-12-52), 
Seagulls Sorrento, Apollo (6-14-50). 
Seven Year itch, Aldwych (5-14-52). 
| Sleeping Prince, Phoenix (10-5-53). 
Someone Waiting, Globe (11-25-53). 
ene & Error, Vaude (9-17-53), 
s ov ere Here, Casino (10-10-53). 
1) ‘Witness Présecutioan, Garten (10-28 53) 


Of Concerts in Paris 


Marigny | 


Otdie- | 


in the cultural and) 


Pleasure Your Co. New Water (11-25-53). | 





Finlay Returns From 
Extensive O’Seas Tour 


Glasgow, Dec. 1. 


Alec Finlay, w.k. Scot comedian, 
with his wife and five other enter- 
tainers, arrived on the liner Media 
after travelling 30,000 miles on an 
overseas tour which lasted over six 
months. 

Tour, longest undertaken by the 
Auld Lang Syne star, took the 
party through Tokyo to Korea, 
Hong Kong, Singapore, Malaya, 
Canada and America. Finlay now 
has gone into rehearsals for a Tom 
Arnold pantomime at the Alham- 
bra, Glasgow. 


RKO, Par Discuss» 
Aussie Film Pact 


Sydney, Dec. 3.’ 
Following the visit here several 
'weeks ago of Edwin Smith, assist- 
‘ant foreign manager of RKO, it’s 
'reported that Smith threw out feel- 
|ers regarding a distribution merger 
| here between RKO and Paramount. 
This deal .has been up before but 
it is known that serious discus- 
sions have been in progress this 
| time, although no decision has been 
_made thus far. If arrangement goes 
| through, it would be for Par to han- 
dle only the physical distribution 
_of RKO product. with both com- 
/panies still maintaining separate 








Ralph “Dovie, Jong RKO manag- 
ing director here, resigned during 
Smith’s visit after failing to see 
eve-to-eye with the latter on cer- 
tain company policies. Douglas 
Lotherington, RKO’s general sales 
manager, and oldest exec in point 
of service here, moved up to the 
managing director's spot in the re- 
shuffle. 

Several years ago, RKO was re- 
ported as ready to make a deal 
with 20th-Fox on distrib here, but 
deal fell through. 


Understood that mounting over- 
| head for some American distribs 
has prompted several companies to 
mull pacts which would cut down 
actual physical distrib overhead. 
The idea of one big clearing house 
for distribution in this territory, 
while having been mulled, is high- 
ly unlikely. Main reason is that dif- 
ferent U. S. distribs always have 
fought shy of such arrangement be- 
cause of numerous conflicting poli- 
cies and deals which have cropped 
up wherever attempted. 





Anna Neagle’s ‘Glorious’ 
To Be Filmed as ‘Lilacs 


London, Dec. 1. 

Production is skedded to start 
next February on the filmization 
of the Anna Neagle musical, “The 
Giorious Days,” which recentiy 
closed at the Palace after a run 
of more than 460 performances. 
The screen version, which will be 
in color, is to be titled “Lilaes in 
the Spring.” It will have Ivor No- 
| Vello’s “We'll Gather Lilacs” as its 


’ 


} 


|} theme song. Film will be pro- 
i'cduced and directed by Herbert 
| Wilcox. 


| On the completion of the filmu- 
| sical, Anna Neagle will start a new 
legit tour of “Glorious Days.” 
Prior to its West End opening last 
February it played seven months 
out of town. 


Getting C’Scope Setup 


London, Dec. 8. 


second Rank theatre in the West 
| End to be retooled for Cinema- 
| Scope. It is expected that the new 
process will be used on London 
preem of “How to Marry a Mil- 
fionaire” next year, 

This second CinemaScope pic is 
|to be released via Gaumont Brit- 
jish circuit, and will probably fol- 
low the pattern set for “The Robe” 
on the Odeon group. This is being 
1oadshown at key provincial the- 
atres on an indefinite run basis. 
Nine provincial Odeon halls have 


been equipped for the presenta- 
tion, ) il 





; | sales. orgamizatians, .....66 bc ccecceer ees 
oe -fabd> cnotrupolizan' extitiors “and epec.10-and 17-with ballerina Galia 


The Odeon, Marble Arch, is the | 


London, Dec. 1. 

As the bill approving an exten- 
sion of the life of the National 
Film Finance Corp. for three years 
passed through its final stages in 
the House of Commons last week, 
there was growing concern jin 
political and industry circ_es that 
a future Labor government might 
use it as an instrument towards 
partial nationalization of the Brit- 
ish film industry. The fear had 
been expressed in the early stages 
of the Parliamentary debate. and 
concern grew as its wider implica- 
tions were recognized. 

The new legislation, which now 
requires the blessing of the House 
of Lords, includes a new clause 
giving the government special 
powers to deal with producing and 
distributing companies who are 
unable to repay their capital debts. 
Under this provision, the NFFC 
is empowered to take over either 
ordinary or debenture stock in the 
debtor company, This has been 
put forward as an alternative to 
the normal interest payments 
which, it is admitted, have been a 
burden on production budgets. 

The biggest recipient of finan- 
cial aid from the NFFC has been 
the British Lion group, which col- 
lected $8,400,000 within a few 
weeks of the formation of the film 
bank. None of this capital loan 
has been repaid, and the NFFC 
has already written off $2,800,000 
as a potential bad debt. Interest, 
however, is chargeable on the 
balance. It is now considered prob- 
able that British Lion wili give the 
NFFC debenture stock in lieu of 
the debt, probably paying a sub- 
stantially lower Mite “Sf ‘ffiter?st 
This would give the state its first 
grip on the assets of a British pro- 
duction company. 


Leading industry observers agree 
that this could be a good thing for 
the studios in general and British 
Lion in particular so long as the 
Conservative administration is in 
power. The danger rests with a 
possible change in government af- 
ter the next general election. If 
there were a swing to Labor, it is 
argued, some extremists might 
try to force the government to 
foreclose on British Lion if un- 
able to meet its commitments. 

Whatever the long term implica- 
tion of the new clause may be, 
there is little doubt that small pro- 
ducing groups who are already in- 
| debted to the NFFC and who are 
'obliged to split their profits 50- 
50 with the state bank, will apply 
| to have their loans funded in the 
| Same way. A concession offered to 
|a major group could not easily be 
| denied a smaller company. 

Four major British trade asso- 
_ciations are due to meet this week 
jto frame plans for admission tax 
lrelief prior to seeking an _ inter- 
view with the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. So far, the industry 
has agreed on the amount of relief 
to be requested, but is divided on 
'the best approach. They are all 
|unanimous that a minimum $20,- 
| 000,000 will have to be sliced off 
| the tax toll to put the industry in 
ja stable position. Producers have 





| suggested that this could be 
achieved by a simple 20° tax 
rebate. 





| Morros’ Single-Track 
| 3-D Liked in London 


| London, Dec. 8. 
The Moropticon  Single-Track 
| System for 3-D was launched in 
| London last week by Boris Morros 
with demonstrations for the press, 
exhibitors and others in the trade. 
| Distribution is being handled in 
| Britain through Commerce Inter- 
/national (UK), Ltd., a British com- 
'pany. Exhibs who sign up for the 
system will receive two prismatic 
adaptors for their projection ma- 
|chines gratis if they agree to take 
a minimum of 30,000 Pola-lite 
| glasses at the rate of 2.500 month- 
|ly. Monthly bill for these specs 
will be about $250. 

The Pola-Lite glasses are already 
‘in production in Britain. and will 
be distributed by G. B. Kalee, one 
ef J. Arthur Rank’s equipment 
subsidiaries. 

Exhib reaction to the Moroticon 
system was mainly favorable al- 
though doubts were expressed 
whether there would be sufficient 
stereoscopic product to justify the 
| outlay 'foragiatses.:)' (© 1°?! 
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London Fears New Law Extending 7 : 
NFFC Might Lead to Nationalization 
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Int'l Producers Rap Number of Fetes | 
But OK Them in Free-Market Nations 


London, Dec. 8. 


The administrative council of 
the International Federation of 
Film Producers Assns., which met 
here last week, decided unani- 
mously that there were too many 
festivals of every type. They in- 
tend to campaign for a reduction 
in the number held each year and, 
in particular, to insure that there 
should be only one at which com- 
petitive prizes are given annually. 
The session was attended by pro- 
cucer reps from Italy, France, 
Sweden, Germany and Mexico, with 
fayette W. Allport attending for 
the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- | 
ica. 

The council decided to support 
only those international film fetes 
which either guaranteed that films 
entered would subsequently enjoy 
unrestricted commercial distribu- | 
tion outside any import quotas in 
countries holding the festivals or 
where there was unrestricted 
transfer to the country of origin 
of film rentals accruing to the 
producers from commercial distri- 
bution. 

In the first category, at which 
competitive prizes are given, they 
agreed to support the Cannes and 
Venice fetes. In the second group 
they will support the festivals at 
San Paulo, Mar del Plate (Argen- 
tine), Berlin and San Sebastian. 
They also agreed to enter product 
for the specialized festivals at Cor- 
tina d’Ampezza (Italy) and in 
Brussels, as well as national festi- 
vals at Uruguay, Locarno and 
Cairo. 

Next session of the council will 
fe held in Stockholm in May, 1954. 

a—- 


MASON TO ADD OEDIPUS 
TO ONTARIO FEST STINT 


Stratford, Ont., Dec. 8. 

The Shakespeare Festival here 
next summer will add Sophocles’ 
“Oedipus Rex” to the Bard’s 
“Measure for Measure” and “The 
Taming of the Shrew” in an eight- 
week season opening June 28, the 
festival committee announced. 
I.ast summer’s planned four weeks 
stretched to six. 

James Mason will play Oedipus, 
and Angelo in ‘“‘Measure for Meas- | 
ure,” -with Petruchio (“Taming of 
the Shrew”) and all female leads 
still unannounced. 

Tyrone Guthrie, director of last 
summer's fectival—which starred | 
Alec Guinness and Irene Worth— 
will pilot “Oedipus” and “Shrew” 
with Cecil Clarke, director of pro- 





dcuctions, handling the third. Tanya | 


Moistewitsch will 
the sets. 

Guthrie eonce_ directed Mason | 
at the Old Vic, before the war, in 
*Measure for Measure,” but the 
actor then had the supporting role | 
o: Claudio. 


900,000 Attendance Mark 


again design | 





For Old Vic in 3 Yrs. 


London, Dec. 1. 


In the first three years since its | 
rcopening the Old Vie has played | 


to 900,000 cash -patrons and be- 
lieves it will reach the million | 
mark next March. During the 


three-vear period, 28 productions 
have been staged. 

It is anticipated that “All's Well 
That Ends Well” will be dropped 
from the Old Vie repertory in the 


new year and will be replaced by , 


“Twelfth Night’ which goes into 
rehearsal soon. Leads in this pro- 
cuction will be played by Richard 
Purton and Claire Bloom, who are 
currently starring in the Old Vic's 
production of “Hamlet.” It is slated | 
lo preem Jan. 6. 


‘Aladdin’ Farce For Troops. 


London, Dec. 1. 
A burlesque pantomime of 
“Aladdin,” recorded for the Forces 
Broadcasting Service with 
top British performers, is being 
distributed for worldwide release 
Christmas Day, Copies will go to 
all forees radio stations, and also 





to Japan. Korea and Malaya. 
Cast is headed by Ted Ray, 
Peter Ustinov, Maurice Denham 


and Cherry Lind. The burlesque 
Was seripted by George Wadmore 
and David Climie and was pro- 
Guced by Leslie Beidgmonts 194 


|. 


| 


| around, 


some | 





London Daily Attacks 


London, Dec. 1. 

For the second time within the 
space of a few weeks, the British 
press has attacked American film 
censorship because of interference 
with British-made pix. The latest 
blast was made by the Daily Ex- 
press following the ban on the 
Alec Guinness pic, “The Captain’s 
| Paradise,” which had been tabbed 
jas “indecent and immoral.” 
| Claiming that “From Here To 
| Eternity” (Col) is far more debased 
| than the Guinness film, the Express | 
avers that the American censors 
“who approved this sex-ridden pic- 
; ture pick holes in the compara- | 





| tively harmless ‘Captain's Para- 
dise’.”’ 
Their action (argues the story) 


prompts the question—is the care 
of morals the only concern of the 
censorship board or does it also 
help aleng the American film in- 
dustry by killing, on the slightest 
pretext, any British picture Jikely 
to have a boxoffice appeal in the 
United States? 

A couple of weeks previously the 
Reynolds News columnist attacked 
the Breen Office for demanding 


lic production, “Laughing Anne.” 





‘Moulin’ Tops Italo Pix 
Biz; ‘Shane,’ ‘Wax’ Next 
- Strongest at 1st-Runs 


Rome. Dec. 1. 
“Moulin Rouge,” released here 
by Dear Film, which opened 


strongly here and other key cities, 
is currently leading the field. ac- 
cording to late tallies. In Rome 
alone, where it is playing day-date 
in four houses, the pic has passed 
the $45,000 mark. 

“Shane” (Par) recently wound 
up its first release here with an 
approximate of $39,000 gross, and 
ranks second for November. Other 
boxoffice winners here have been 
‘“‘House of Wax” (WB) first 3-D to 
click locally, its $36,000 first-run 
take here doubling that of its 
predecessors in the field; 
made, “Canzoni, Canzoni, Canzoni” 
| (Minerva), and a French comedy, 
‘Les Vacances de Monsieur Hulot” 
| (Diana). 

“Quo Vadis” 
here on 





(M-G), below hopes 
initial time appearanc> 
is second-running it in 
first-runs and picking up _ pace 
steadily. It already has passed the 
| $20,000 mark, 





Sponsored Radio Won't 
Be Extended By Irish 


Dublin, Dec. 1. 

Ireland’s state-controlled radio 
setup, Radio Eireann, is not to ex- 
‘tend the availability of time to 
sponsors. Currently 42 programs 
| are being broadcast by 32 spon- 
sors, paying about $250,000 a vear 
for air time, according to Minister 
for 
H. Childers. 


Last 
time 
ahead of 


additional air time available. 
year 19° of the station's air 
was sponsored or 8'< 
1951 figures. 





. aie = 
New Ustinov Legiter 
Major London Flop 
London, Dec. 8 
The major flop of the legit sea- 
son is Peter Ustinov’s new play, 
“No Sign of the Dove” which Lin- 
init & Dunfee staged at the Savoy 
| last Thursday (3) after a short out- 
|of-town tryout. The audience be- 
came restless early in the second 
act, and ironical jeers came from 
| various parts of the house with 
boos at the final curtain. 
were unanimous in their pans. 
The theme deals with a present- 
day Noah who shows his contempt 
for civilization during a new flood, 


but the buildup to the climax is | 


laboriously treated with pretentious 


|dialog. There is hardly a whiff of 
satire, which. is, after all, the au 
ithor’s forte. Principal roles are 


played by. Miles Malleson, Beatrix 
Lehmann and Raymond Huntley, 
but they proved unable to salvage 
{much from the wreck. me Sy 


Yank Film Censorship 


cuts in the Herbert Wilcox-Repub- | 


Italian- | 


Posts and Telegraphs wineeed 


° | 
He says its not planned to make | 


Critics | 





Variety's Paris Mugg 
Gene Moskowitz 


has written an ansusing piece on 


A Real Gone Guy 


* * * 


one of the many byline stories in the 
48th Anniversary Number 
of 
VARIETY 


OUT SOON 











Censorship Vexes 


French Pix Prods. 


| Paris, Dec. 1. 
| Although many French films get 
sharp scissoring in the U.S., a re- 
cent meeting of technicians, direc- 
tors and producers here accused 
the growing film censorship here 
of being a menace to the integrity 
of the French film. They do not 
want to do away with the Control 
Commission, which gives out re- 
| lease Visas, but they are interested 
in bringing public attention on the 
bad consequences of puritanical 
and partisan censorship. 

Examples given included a re- 
:cent film, “Virgile,” in which a 
comic. scene treated the president 


comedy vein. Character was 
|changed to a minister. Too many 
anti-policeman scenes in local films 
|also has come in for a share of 
reprimands from the commission. 
Leonide Moguy had to cut a birth 
scene in his socia! pic, “The Chil- 
dren of Love” while Andre Cay- 
ette can’t finish his “Avané Le De- 
luge,” a film on parental respon- 
_stbility and France during the cc- 
'cupation, because the banks 
stopped the loan until the film is 
assured of a release visa. 

“The Snow Was Dirty,” concern- 
ing moral degradation and loss of 
values during the occupation, is 
still awaiting a release permit. 
“Without Love,” a_ three-sketch 
Franco-Italo pic has had its French 
episode censored and can't get a 
visa here. One sketch on a recent 
slaving case caused the trouble. 

Argument boils down to the fact 
| that film producers are not against 
censors, but feel that sinee censor- 
ship no longer exists for the press 


of age to do its own censoring. 
Goverment spokesmen retort that 
the circulation of a film is much 
greater than the 
afid they are not convinced film 
people can effectively curb them- 
selves in this respect. Other spokes- 
| men made the point that the censor- 
ship committee must do some cut- 
ting to justify its existence. It was 
also brought up that France is 
still the most liberal and adult in 
subjects and general tone of its 
films, and that censorship is strict 
around the world. 





Congressman Asks Coin 
To Assist Mex Pix Biz 


Mexico City, Dec. 1 

Federal money to help stimulate 
the film industry by practically 
subsidizing its ectors was asked of 
the national legislature by Con- 
gressman Rodolfo Landa Echevar- 
|ria, an actor and exec of the ac- 
tors’ union. He wants the 1954 fed- 
eral budget to contain 
exact amount to be decided by 
President Adolfo Ruiz Cortines. 
Echevarria says his request has 
the backing of constitutional ar- 
ticle 32 which covers federal bene- 
fits to industries. 

This financing, the lawmaker 
contends, would result in produc- 
tion of pictures of national interest 
having better artistic quality, and 
that this should make them more 
sulable at home and abroad. 


Dublin Thespers Robbed 


Dublin, Dec. 1 
Dublin's current wave of thefts 
has hit thespers and the Catholic 
Stage Guild Fair. Thieves burgled 
iformer Abbeyite Maureen De- 
|laney’s home while she was play- 
ing in England. stealing jewelry. 
On the same night thieves stole 
2004s readied for Stage Guild 


cfelaair aks  ComicaTortle ber ye ha) isch oo! 





“Robe Beats London Xmas Slump, 
Wow $17,000 After Record Ist Week: 
Caesar’ 9G, ath, ‘Eternity’ 106, 3d 





On Leave From Metro, 


Gassmann Toils in Italy 


Rome, Dec. 1. 


Vittorio Gassmann has © an- 
nounced his theatrical plans for 
the upcoming six-month leave of 





London, Dec. 1. 

A record-breaking gross at a 
time when West End first runs are 
normally in the throes of the pre- 
Christmas slump has been achieved 
by the first CinemaScope produc- 
tion to hit London. “The Robe,” 
comparatively speaking, is repeat- 
ing, at the Odeon, Leicester 
Square, its Broadway triumph. 


|absence his Metro contract allows | First week's new house high, is 


|him yearly. His company 


goes | being followed by 


smash $17,000 


| into rehearsals here soon, and vi]! | or over in second session. 


|; move to Genoa, Turin, 


j 


' during 


of the Republique in a too broad | 


, however, 


| and theatre, the film is sufficiently | 


other mediums, ‘ 


i ment 


| 


| industry, 


' fessor 


this coin, | 


and Mian 
repertoire 
Rome 


the 
season's 


presenting 


last run, 


which includes his successful stag- | 


ing of “Hamlet.” Gassmann is 
| booked for a pic stint on Robert 
i Kossen’s “Mambo”’ 
rentiis) in February, after which 
he opens with his company 
Rome, staying until April 10. 

On April 10, the company opens 
in Paris’ Theatre des Champs Ely- 


sees. In May, Gassmann goes to 
Siracusa, Sicily, for an open-air 
staging of “Prometheus Bound.” 


He then returns to the U.S. 
pic work. 


Telemeter TV to Fore 
In Brit. as Pix Prods. 
Alert to Possibilities 


London, Dec. 8. 
British film producers are being 
alerted to the potentialiiies of tele- 
meter television. They've asked 





that the subject should be placed 


high on the agenda for the next 
session of the four trade associa- 
tions in order to facilitate an ail- 
industry investigation into its pos- 
sible use in Great Britain. 
Purely as a precautionary meas- 
ure, the British Film Producers 
Assn. introduced the telemeter 
question when it submitted a 
memorandum to the government 
Television Advisory 
making it plain that it reserved the 
right to go back to the government 
if subsequent developments justi- 
fied such a move. It is anxious, 
to act im unison with 
other sections of the industry. 
Sir Alexander Korda, who is 
taking an active part in bringing 
a subscription TV system to Brit- 
ain, is no longer a member of the 
BFPA. His group of companies 
withdrew some time back. Korda 
tried recently to get the Films 
Council to support some sort of 
telemeter System. While TV re- 
mains a government monopoly, no 


new developments would be pos- 
sible without Parliamentary ap- 
proval. 


Plant Advocates TV Telemeter 

Sir Arnold Plant, an indepen- 
dent member of the Films Council 
and chairman of a recent govern- 
inquiry into exhibition and 
distribution problems in the fitm 
has advocated introduc- 
tion of subscription TV as the 
means of providing an alternative 
program in Britain. Speaking at 
London University where he is pro- 
of commerce, Sir Arnold 
saw toll TV as the only means by 


which expensive programs could be + 


outside the 
annual li- 


brought to viewers 
present system of an 
cense payment. 





21ST ANNI BBC PROGRAMS 


Radio To Mark Span of General. 


O'Seas Service 


London, Dec. 8 
To mark the 2lst anni. of its 
General Overseas Service, the 


| British Broadcasting Corp. is to air 


three feature programs which will 
be illustrated by recordings from 
the archives describing the devel- 


}opment of the service since 1932. 


riod until the outbreak of war, 


First feature will cover 


second will illustrate the use of 


| broadcasting as a weapon of war 


and the final one will tell the post- 
war story of overseas broadcasting 
Among the prominent names 
whose voices will be heard in the 
features are the King George VI, 
Queen Elizabeth, President Roose- 


velt, Sir Winston Churchill, Wen- 
i dell Wilkie, David Niven and Les- 
| lie Howard. Tt 


(Ponti-DeLau- | C = 
| Caesar 


in | 


| the 


This is one of three new U. S. 


used | pix bringing boom biz to the West 
| End 


At the Leicester Square The- 
atre, “Here To Eternity” is hold- 
ing up near second round to get 
a fancy $10,000 or over in third 
week. Third success is “Julius 
which is doing a fine $9,- 
000 in fourth week at the Carlton. 

The major British newcomer is 
Romulus film, “Béat The 
Devil,” which is heading for a 
hefty $9.500 opening week at the 


| Warner. 


and | 


Estimates for This Week 

Carlton (Par) 41,128; 55-$1.70\— 
“Julius Caesar” (M-G) (4th wk). 
Solid near $9,000 after $10,000 in 
third. Attracting lines nightly, and 
holding indef. 

Empire (M-G) ‘2.099: 55-$1.70:'— 
“Actress” (M-G). Likely to finish 


first week with fair $11.400. Stays 


Committee» 


| the 


the pe-, 
the | 


only one week. “Torch Song” 

M-G) opens Dec. 3. 

Gaument (CMA) (1.500; 50-$1.70) 
—“Meet Mr. Lucifer” (GFD) and 
“Golden Blade” (‘GFD). Slender 
$3.300 

Leicester Square Theatre ‘CMA) 


1,753; 50-$1.70i\—“Eternity” (Col) 
2d wk Consistent draw with 


great $10,000 or over anticipated 
this round after $11,000 in second. 
Stays another two weeks befcre 
moving to Odeon, Marble Arch 

London Pavilion (UA) (1.217: 509- 
$1.70'\—*‘Fort Ti” ‘Col} and “Straw 
Man” ‘UA’ (2d wk). Nice $6,700 
after $7.300 first week 


Odeon, Leicester Square (CMA) 
2.200; 50-$1.70'\—“Roebe” (20th) 
2d wk Justifying all the fore- 


casts, this initial CinemaScope pro- 
duction here set new house record 
opening week. Apart from Sun- 
davs when only two shows are pos- 
sible, gross has remained constant- 
ly above $2.800 daily. Curre nt week 
looks to hold at terrific $17.000 or 
better. First was huge $21 000. 
Likely to run well into 1954 


Odeon, Marble Arch (CMA) 2- 
200: 50-$1.70'\—“Wings of Hawk” 
CFD) and “Francis Covers Big 
Town" (GFD) (2d wk). Moderate 
$3.800 likely this week after $4- 
200 opening stanza. ‘‘Bigamist” 
‘Excl’ preems Dec. 3 

Plaza ‘Par’ ‘1.092: 70-$1.70— 
“Here Come Girls” @ar) ‘4th wk’. 


Finishing very solid run with tall 
s 


$6.200. “Arrowhead” (Par) open: 
Dec. 4 

Ritz (M-G) (432; 30-$2.15\—“Con- 
quest of Everest” (BL! ‘lst wek?. 


Heading for good $3,000 opening 
frame after five weeks at the War- 


ner. Continues 

Warner (WB) (1.735: 50-$1.70'— 
“Beat the Devil” (IFD). Opened 
strongly with stout $9.500 likely 
in first stanza. Holds. 





NAT COHEN TO N.Y. ON 
NEW PIX, PRODUCTION 


London, Dec. 1 

Nat Cohen. managing director of 
Anglo-Amalgamated Film Distribs 
and its associated production com- 
panies, planes to New York next 
week on his annual visit to the 
U.S. to line up new production and 
distribution deals 

He is skedded to leave Friday, 
Dec. 18, and will stay in New York 
until Jan. 1 He will then fly to 
Coast for a-short stay in Hol- 
Iywood 





Hoyts Shows Record 

$626,000 in °52-°53 Year 
Sydney, Dec. 1. 

Hoyt's circuit, allied to 20th-Fox, 
turned in a record profit of $626.- 
000 for vear ending June 30 under 
Ernest Turnbull. Previous span 
was $565,070. Loop will pay a divi- 
dend on ordinary shares to Na- 
tional Theatres Corp. of America. 
Key houses attached to the cir- 
cuit are being geared for C’Scope 


‘immediately. ad oF 
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CinemaScope and Attendant Items 


Overshadow Kansas City Meeting 


Kansas City, Dec. 8 
Most pressing problem before 
the rank and file of exhibitors is 
whether to install CinemaScope or 


not. That query pervaded every | 


gathering of filmites at the 35th 
annual convention of the Kans?s- 
Missouri Theatre Association at 


the Hotel President here last week. | 
in the) 
luncheon session Wednesday when , 


Issue reached its peak 
W. C. Gehring, 20th-Fox sales exec, 
talked on the development of Cin- 
emaScope and held an open forum. 
What the exhibs most wanted to 
know is what allowances will 20th 
permit them to write off as instal- 
lation costs. 

Gehring said the best direct an- 
swer he could give is that there 
is no formula for these allowances 
and that 20th will do its best to 
meet a fair proposition half way. 
The company is conscious, he said, 
of the fact that some of these costs 
will have to be allowed. It is 20th’s 
poticy that an exhib “must make 
money” on a CinemaScope attrac- 
tion, whatever the terms. 

A pressing question about drive- 
in theatres was answered by Geh- 
ring with the statement that 20th 


engineers expect to have an instal- | 
lation suitable for outdoor theatres | 


within the next six weeks. 
Looks For Encouragement 

20th is looking to exhibitors for 
encouragement in the all-out di- 
rection it has taken in throwing its 
entire resources into CinemaScope. 
Until recently the industry was do- 
ing the very best it Knew how in 
2-D production, and it wasn't good 
enough to win the battle against 
television and new patterns of 
American life and en.ertainment. 
CinemaScope is proceeding to do 
what 2-D could not. 

The 125 exhibs in attendance 
nodded in assent when Howard 
Jameyson, Commonwealth circuit 
head, declared that CinemaScope 
is something bigger than the in- 
dustry can quickly grasp. 

Two-day convention devoted it- 
seif almost entirely to sessions 
wrapped around the new technical 
processes. Myron Blank, TOA rep- 
resentative, spoke on the new 
sound methods at the Tuesday 
luncheon, and a panel led by Dale 
Danielson, former KMTA presi- 
dent. Wednesday morning was 
heavily attended and closely fol- 
lowed. Convention was tabbed by 
vet theatre men as one of the most 
interesting in recent years. 

Walter Reade, Jr.. TOA prexy, 
said the broad scale problem be- 


fore exhibitors is to learn how to} 


use the great strength which the 
industry possesses. Much of it is 
latent or used in the wrong direc- 
tion. In organization lays the an- 
swer to the many problems facing 
exhibitors today. 

The tax relief campaign through 
COMPO probably has done more 
to unite exhibitors and industry 
factions than any other project of 
recent years, Reade pointed out. 

COMPO work in this area hence- 
forth ill be under direction of 
Jonn SGecker, Independence, Mo., 
exhib. He has Ronald Means, Kan- 
sas City, Mo., independent exhib, 
as chairman for Missouri, and R. R. 
Biechele, circuit official and vet 
showman as Kansas chairman. 

In a business session Wednes- 
day the trade assn. elecied Leo 
}iayob from Marshall, Mo., as pres- 
ident, succeeding C. E. “Doc” Cook, 


Maryville, Mo. H. B. Doering, Kan- 
gas, was re-elected Vice-president. 
E E. Jameson, Jr., gsucceeds 
Ceorge Baker as secretary. Frank 
Weary, Richmond, Mo., was elected 
treasurer. 

The line-up cof directors was 
changed with the addition of Ed 


Harris, Neosho, Mo., John Basham, 
Topeka, Kans.; Al McClure, Wichi- 


ta, Kans., and Baker, Kansas City, 
Mo. They replace Don Burne.t, 
Gordon Holiday, Elmer Rhoden, 
Jr., and Robert Strowig, who re- 
tired from the board. 


Reade’s Speech 
New projection techniques, while 
they have 


revived public interest 
in piciures, “are not miracle drugs 
or jet-propelled hypos,” Walter 


Reade Jr., head of Theatre Owners 
ot America, told the convention of 
the Kansas-Missouri Theatre Assn. 
here last week. Reade declared 
that exhibs must not lose sight “of 
the basic principles that have made 
motion pictures and their exhibi- 
tion the great mass entertainment 
in the world—a beautiful and com- 
fortable showcase, sound operation, , 


+ 





WHITES OF THEIR EYES 


All Congressmen In Michigan 
Under Allied Pressure 


Detroit, Dec. 8. 

Allied Theatres of Michigan 
have appointed chairmen in each 
of Michigan’s 18 Congressional 
Districts as part of device to line 
|up support for repeal of the 20% 
admissions tax. They are: 

M. F. Gowthorpe, Detroit; Jo- 
seph Denniston, Monroe; E. J. Pen- 
nell, Bronson; Henry Carley, Hol- 
land; Clive Waxman, Grand Rap- 
ids; Pearce Parkhurst, Lansing; 
Emerson Wood, Harbor Beach; Wii- 
liam Rice, Flint; Martin Christian- 
sen, Muskegon; Edward Johnson, 
Bay City; Joseph DePaul, 
Ste. Marie; Martin Thomas, Iron 
Mountain; John Vlachos, Flat Rock, 
and Alden Smith, Lew Wisper, Os- 
car Gorelick. Adolph Goldberg and 
Harold Brown, all of Detroit. 


Aldine’s Course Unknown; 
Site Can’t Be Used As 
Philly Parking Lot 


Philadelphia, Dec. 8. 

Some mystification surrounds the 
case of the Aldine Theatre here. 
whose bare four walls were sold 
by Stanley-Warner to the Harry 
Sley Co. ostensibly to be torn down 
for a parking lot. It was a $350,000 
transaction but Chestnut Street 
Assn. and Philadelphia City Hall 
subsequently nixed use of site for 
parking. 

Then followed a plan to restore 
the Aldine and run it as an inde- 
pendent film house. That did not 
please the Stanley-Warner people. 
There were redfaced mutterings 
about gentlemen's agreements and 
Sir Fabian is 
chided Albert M. Greenfield, 
realtor, who swung the deal. 

Robert Lynch, head of the Metro 
exchange here, was approached for 
a Christmas booking of “Julius 
Caesar” at the Aldine. Latest twist 
is that the house did not put up 
the required deposit. The date is 
therefore cancélled and as far as 
anybody knows Aldine will not re- 
sume grinding. 


AT TRIAL’S START 
LEA WINS VICTORY 


Washington, Dec. 8. 

A damage and injunction suit 
filed against the major distributors 
more than three years ago was set- 
tled here last week, as trial began 
in Federal District Court. Action 
was brought by Leonard Lea, of 
Danville, Va., operator of the Lea 
and North Theatres there against 
the distributors, United Paramount 
Theatres, Danville Enterprises and 
Wilbey-Kincey Service Corp., but 
wound up with only the distribu- 
tors as defendants. 

Robert L. Wright, 
Lea and former motion picture 
specialist for the Justice Depart- 
ment Anti-Trust Division, revealed 
that Lea was assured the right to 
bid for first run product and also 
get some monetary settlement, but 
did not disclose how much. 








the 





attorney for 


‘Miller Story’ in Home Burg 


Des Moines, Dec. 8 
Universal has approved a special 


advance showing of “The Glenn 
Miller Story” in Clarinda, Iowa, 


which was Miller’s home town, on 


Jan. 13. World preem of the film 
is set for Jan. 19 in Miami 
Ray Starr, disc jockey for 


KWWL, Waterloo, had plugged for 
the Clarinda opening. 

—_ 
good pictures and the proper mer- 
cnandising of those pictures.” 

New screens, new methods of 
projection, and new sound are not 
the whole answer, he said. “They 
may make a good picture better, | 
but they will never make a bad pic- 
ture good,” he added. TOA prexy 
said that now is a good time to 
take stock—to inspect and examine 
theatres for physical improvement, 
to give personnel a_ refresher 
course in handling the public, and 
to strive to improve merchandis- 
ing methods, 


supposed to have, 


| 





} Columbia P'ctures Veepee 


Paul N. Lazarus, Jr. 
has his own ideas of 
‘| Memo-ries of 1953 


an interesting editorial feature 
in the forthcoming 
48th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 























‘Theatres In 
Contests for TV 


Sault | 


Washington, Dec. 8. 


Hearings scheduled last week by 
the FCC will bring theatre oper- 


ators in 


St. Louis and Milwaukee. 


St. Louis Amusement Co., subsid 
9f Franchon & Marco, will be one 
ef four contestants for channel 11 
in St. Louis. Among them is CBS. 
in the contest are radio 
station WEW and 220 Television, 
Inc., owned by local hotel interests. 

Milwaukee Area Telecasting Co., 
which is 50° owned by Rolando 
will 
compete against three appticants 
tor channel 12 in Milwaukee. The 
stations | 
WEMP and WFOX and Kolero 


Others 


F. Gran, a film’ exhibitor, 


contestants are radio 
Telecasting Corp. 

In addition, Fergum 
will battle the Mansfield Journal 
for channel] 36 in Mansfield, O. 

Hearings were also scheduled on 
the contest for channel 4 in New 
Orleans between Loyola U., which 
operates radio station WWL, the 
Times - Picayune, 
WTPS, and radio station WNOE. 


All hearings will begin Dec. 31.| which the owners of the film had | 





ITALIAN FILMS GET 
46% OF ITALY’S COI 


American imports hold only a 
slight edge over Italian products 
in Italian theatres, according to 


Italian Films Export. Native pix | 


during October accounted for 
45.89% of the gross in Italian key 
cities, a considerable improvement 
over last year when the percent- 
age was 3412%. 


Remaining October take went to | 
tune of! 


the Americans 
48.3%. Another 7% was credited 
to French, Spanish and British 
films. Biggest Italo grosser was 
“The Return of Don Camillo.” 


to the 





Bell & Howell Purchases 


competition with radio 
stations and other business inter- 
ests for valuable TV channels in 


Theatres | 


which operates | 


James Stewart had been signed to | 
|star in ‘‘Sonora,” to be filmed next | 
| year 
| Rosenberg producing and Anthony 


3-Dimension (Slide) Co. | 


Chicago, Dec. 8. 
Reaching into other markets, 
Bell & Howell exercised an option 
last week to purchase all the out- 
standing capital stock of the Three 
Dimension Co. of Chicago, manu- 


facturer of slide projectors. Deal 
becomes effective Jan. 5, 1954. 
Selling price of the stock kept 
secret. 


Company will operate as a divi- 
sion of B&H, with Henry Bohm 
continuing as prexy of TDC on a 
long-term agreement. Charles H. 
Percy, B&H chieftain, said there 
were to be no major changes in 
personnel or policy in the com- 
pany. Acquisition of TDC gives 
Bell & Howell a line of stereo table 
projection-viewers, tape recorders, 
and a new series of still cameras, 
in addition to slide projectors. 





de Resheunies Ships Out 


Timetable set for the 


tion of “The Thrill of Your Life,” 
second Cinerama picture, is May or 
June, 1954. 


Louis de Rochemont, who's 


making the film for Stanley War- 


ner, 
to 


left for 
scout 
France, 
He'll 


Europe 
locations 

Italy and 

be followed 


Friday (4) 
in England, 
Switzerland. 
shortly by a 


Cinerama camera crew, 


} incorporated into “Thrill.” 


Meanwhile, some of the footage 


| sales manager, has been made a 


'ly ‘Men of Iron’) and “The Sign 


| They will attend the studio’s own 


comple- | 


| anti-trust decree, has won an ad- 


| Justice to complete the job. 
| 


shot by Merian C. Cooper for 
“Seven Wonders of the World.” 
originally scheduled as the first | 
Cinerama followup film, 














Northwest (Minneapolis) 
Sound Service Warns 
Equipment Competitors 


Minneapoelis, Dec. 8. 

Acting for O. E. Maxwell of 
Northwest Sound Service here, lo- 
cal attorney Thomas Vennum has 
served written warning on six na- 
tional service companies and two 
Minneapolis theatre supply houses 
| that theatreowners must be left 
'free to designate their own sound 
[engineers for the installation of 


| the right to peddle. Point was also | new CinemaScope and other wide 
| made that “This Is Cinerama” had | coreeq equipment. Attention is 


/opened in Chicago last July and | ¢alied to the anti-trust laws. 
that Ellisburg waited until last! Letters went to the National 


co os a gg he rte hd Theatre Supply and Frosch Thea- 
aus Tights were just | tre Supply here and to Altec-Lans- 
| about to expire. It was also noted ing Corp., Hollywood: Altec Serv- 
| that Ellisburg sought a settlement - New York: RCA Sound Serv- 
| of $1,500. ice. Camden; RCA, New York: 
National-Simplex-Bloodworth, New 
York, and Motiograph, Chicago. 
They were told that coupling of 
equipment sales and service ex- 
cludes Northwest Sound Service, 
}an independent sound engineering 
| service, violates the anti-trust laws. 
made at/ Answers now are being awaited 
‘ five-day | hy Maxwell, head of NSS, before, 
sales meeting was that/if necessary, recourse is had to 
litigation, including injuctive re- 
lief and triple damages in federal 
court, 

Maxwell charges that NSS has 
been excluded from many new in- 
| stallations of stereophonic sound 
: _4/ and other equipment because man- 
vice-president. He has been with | ufacturers have conditioned sales 
the company since 1929, starting as upon service, demanding that 
a branch manager in Sioux Falls. | either Altec or RCA make the in- 

Meet also determined on U’s first | stallations. RCA Service and two 
two CinemaScopers, both in Tech-| local houses have denied such al- 
nicolor. Pix involved are “The | leged coupling of sales and service. 


ack Shield of Falworth” (former- METRO-HEARST DEAL 
AS IS ON NEWSREEL 


Report that Metro would buy 
out the Hearst Corp. in the opera- 
\Muon of News of the Day, Metro- 
| distributed newsreel, was emphat- 
jically denied Monday (7) by 
|Charles Moskowitz, M-G veepee 
and treasurer. 

| “There’s nothing to it,” he de- 
iclared. “‘We’ve been half partners 
for many years and we're contem- 
plating no change whatsoever.” 


Savini-Feys 3-D 


New system of 3-D and wide- 


BENNIE BERGER’S OFFER 
Wants to Piay ‘Robe’ Sans Stereo 
As Test 
Bennie Berger, North Central 
Allied president, is negotiating ’ 
| with M. A. Levy, 20th-Fox division 
| manager here, for a test run 
}in Minneapolis of CinemaScope’s 
| ee Robe” without stereophonic Minneapolis, Dec. 8. 
| Berger is installing a new all- Reversing its position, North 
| purpose wide screen in his local Central Allied’s board of directors 
| loop first-run Gopher and he’d like |has given the green light to the 
|to have on test rect in anit | territory's independent exhibitors 
focre Brn = eee ot te cir, |t0 Proceed to install wide screens 
leuit’s theatres at Fergus Falls, /#S soon as possible. 
Minn., and that house would be Action comes at a time when 
available for the test, too, Fox has’ many of the theatreowners anyway 
been advised. ~ | have been disregarding the organ- 
North Central Allied directors | 1zation’s previous advice to await 
are on record ir osition to | Standardization, lower prices and 
CinemaScope inst. _.ons_ until | more convincing proof of equip- 
after such a single track sound | Ment’s boxoffice value. 
test. However, while diréctors voted 
tc recommend immediate installa- 
tions of a two to one aspect ratio 
nt as “enough for the purpose” and 
Refuse to Enjoin Use isuitable for CinemaScope, they 
again turned thumbs down on the 
By Cinerama of Footage |latter because of its high cost and 
° 'Gemands in connection with it. 
From Rudolph Valentino | In a bulletin just issued, the 
: ; 20th- 
Chicago, Dec. 8. | bedy charges that the current 
: > th Cc - 
Injunction sought by a Chicago | mois te eRtlae i a i 
distributor to enjoin Cinerama proved screens and stero sound 
“a ° ott: : | : fs a , 
from “Son of the Shiek,” Rudolph | i3,, Probably, illegal” and. asserts 
a : ; <f i“the investment’s cost wou e 
ae ne es an in half if 20th-Fox lawyers 
ae lw brush on the Sherman 
was denied with prejudice by po fer oss Anti-Trust Acts.” 
Illinois State Court. Restraining | E 
order was sought by Herb Ellis- 
| burg who owns the rights to the 
Valentino film for a 10-year period 
ending Jan. 1, 1954. He had ob- 
tained the feature film rights from 
Art Cinema Associates, Inc., which 
had sold the short sequence to 
, Cinerama. 
Cinerama attorney argued that 
the sequence was bought in good 
faith from Art Cinema_ which 
should be the defendant. Point 
was also made by Art Cinema that 
Ellisburg béught the feature rights 
| to the film and it did not involve 
| the sale of a particular sequence 











US TWO C’SCOPERS: 
FELDMAN NAMED VP. 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 

First announcement 
Universal-International’s 
national 





in Technicolor, with Aaron ! 


Mann directing. 
Charles J. Feldman, U general 





of the Pagan.” Camera tests on 
both films have been going on for 
several weeks. 

Total of 70 company executives 
and sales chiefs are here to set up 
plans for releases during 1954 and 
to arrange promotional campaigns. 





talent show, “Inside UI, 1953.” to- 
night and later preview “The Glenn 
Miller Story.” 

Execs at the meetings include 
Milton R. Rackmil, Feldman, Nate 
Blumberg, Alfred E. Daff, Americo | 
Aboaf, Edward Muhl, David A. 
Lipton and Adolph Schimel. 











National Gains Time 





Washington, Dec. 8. screen production, featuring a 
National Theatres, which has| single film, a single camera and a 
made substantial progress in its | single lens, has been developed by 


divestiture program as provided in 


R. M. Savini, president, and John 
C. Feys, v.p. of Astor 3D Films Inc. 
Film can be projected via a single 
or double projector. 

National has sold 80 of 105 the-| Method has been dubbed the 
atres it must unload as well as| “Astor 3D Single Camera Optical 
three of five other properties. Job| Unit. Feys, who came to N. Y. 
was to have been completed Dec. 7.| from the Coast last week for con- 


ditional six months from Dept. of | 


will be | but the circuit now has until June ferences with Savini, returns to 
7, 1954, to complete divestiture. 


} Hollywood today (Wed.) 


ALLIED GROUP 














— 


=). eis 











“ciel aa thane 





ite hw: 


eo BY JRA Mt ali: ates Sete Sm co TET 


inh 9 


























peta, Sagi 


roams 


aghast Rae tei 9 ena 











And Gd ANA ID DE ST i 


oo 





} 
' 
i 
; 





Wednesday, December 9, 











ae, 


sail 


u 


* 


...and Gee, THIS is Great too! 
A national ad campaign of Color Ads 


in 14 leading publications to reach the 
eyes of more than 112,000,000 readers! 
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Only this kind of 


woman could make 


: his kind of Love! 
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Available in both 
2-D and 3-D 
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“STRING OF PEARLS” [i a a a | “MOONLIGHT SERENADE” 








JAMES STEWART -JUNE ALLYSON 


le lal STORY 
no GLENN MULLER 
it will be backed by 























one of the biggest, with 
most powerful CHARLES DRAKE + GEORGE TOBIAS - HENRY MORGAN 
ADVERTISING and and these Musical “Greats” as Guest Stars! 
Hohl FRANCES LANGFORD « LOUIS ARMSTRONG - GENE KRUPA 
in UL story BEN POLLACK + THE MODERNAIRES 
--- OF Course! 





Directed by ANTHONY MANN « Written by VALENTINE DAVIES and OSCAR BROONEY * Produced by AARON ROSENBERG 
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with ROBERT DOUGLAS - J. CARROLL NAISH | 
HUGH O'BRIAN - RICHARD LONG - ANTONIO MORENO - LOWELL GILMORE 
Directed by RAOUL WALSH - Story and Screenplay by GIL DOUD - Produced by AARON ROSENBERG 
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Brit. Film Biz 
Readies Tax Plan 


! 

London, Dec. 1. | 

A new plan for united industry | 
action to secure admission tax re- | 
lief is now in final stages of formu- | 
lation, and will soon be ready for | 
submission to 
Once itis ready, trade leaders will | 
ask the Chancellor of the Ex-, 
chequer, R. A. Butler, to receive.a 
deputation. 
The new industry scheme is: 
based on the overall decline in ad- { 
missions which has taken place 
during the last few years. It will 


pated income have not been re-; 
alized. 4 

To bring the industry’s share up‘ 
to the Treasury’s forecast of box- ; 
office receipts, the exhibs are in- { 
sisting that they will need around | 
$20,000,000 sliced off the existing { 
admission tax total of $100,000,000. | 


pledge that it will increase the con- | 
tribution to the Eady Fund under | 
the new agreement if the Chancel- | 
lor is forthcoming with a conces- 
sion. 











Picker on India | 


Continued from page 5 


ally, Picker opined. He takes issue 
with those who feel Europe has 
become a static market, incapable 
of delivering an increased dollar 
volume. “Europe has a dynamic 
population, its birthrate is up,” 
Picker observed. “When a popula- 
tion grows. we should be able to 
grow with it. It’s the same as in! 
this country.” 

UA’s plans for 16m distribution 
abroad have been stymied by its | 
inability to get  non-theatrical | 
1ights for some of its pix. Non- 
theatrical market is important 
abroad, Picker explained. Com- | 
pany has just started 16m opera- | 
tions 
ready to launch narrow-gauge re-, 
leases in Australia next. 


G’Scope Shorts 


Continued from page 5 


(7). He thought CinemaScope one 
and two-reelers would now be 
turned out on both Coasts. Since 
there’s been no liaison established, 
setup is unusual. Exact number of 
CinemaScope shorts required by 
20th hasn’t been determined. Nor 
have the terms exhibs are to be 
asked to pay for the subjects. 
Theatre ops have been tradi- 
tionally hesitant to shell out any 
kind of coin for shorts, with only a 
few exceptions listed. Question is 
asked also how much overhead 
would be tagged on to the studio- 
produced shorts. Estimate of the 
studio’s planned CinemaScope cov- 
erage of the Rose Bowl game and 
parade quotes an exceedingly high 
figure and Coast reports indicate 
it’s doubtful that it will come off. 
One of the difficulties in produc- 
ing CinemaScope shorts in N. Y. 
at present is the necessity for ship- 
ping all the material to the Coast 
for multi-channel recording. Coast 
unit has already lensed a subject 
on the ‘Vesuvius Express,” crack 
Italo train running from Milan to 
Naples. It also covered the visit 
of the Greek King and Queen to 
West Point. 
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| Stanley . | 


~~ Continued from page 3 j—_—a 


$320,900 and a capital loss of $649,- 
800 arriving from the sales of the- 
atres and other properties. Com- 
pany began operation on March 1, 
1953, following the transfer to SW | 
by Warner Bros. of its motion pic- 
ture assets in the U. S. 

Fabian disclosed that more than 
200 SW theatres had been equipped | 
for 3-D, that 125 would be equipped 
for CinemaScope and other wide- 
screen process, and that 75 would | 
receive stereophonic sound instal- 
lations. 

















Benedict Dinner 


Continued from page 2 








with Youngman, Leonard and Am- 
sterdam the particularly flip ad 
quipsters, chiefly as hecklers but 
also effective on their own. How- 
ever, nobody heckled the g. of h., 
Friars’ abbott emeritus Berle, 


ribbing with an adult salute to his 
prospective father-in-law, in the 


‘audience; paying tribute to the |S nice in second inning. The Cen- 


warmth and camaraderie from his 
fellow troupers, and seriously no- 


j tating that his marriage to Miss | 


be pointed out that the Chancel- Cosgrove was “a contract for life; | $1 95)—“Kiss Me Kate” (M-G) (2d 
lor’s earlier estimates of antici-/this is it.” He was very much the| wk). 


Port.; ‘Redheads’ 8'/,G 
_ Portland, Ore., Dec. 8. 

All cinemas are going through 
the usual pre-Xmas strong product | 
again this week for slump here this | 
, round but some pix are doing okay. | 
_ Evergreen now has two theaters | 
operating with CinemaScope and | 
| Stereophonic Sound here with the 
installation of the equipment in| 
the Oriental. “The Robe” moves | 


|‘Marry’ Giant $16,000, | 


the government.; when he acknowledged the ribald | t? the new installation for Standout | 


'is Orpheum's second C’Scope pic, | 
“How To Marry A Millionaire,” 
| huge at Orpheum. “Kiss Me Kate” 


| tury has first-run “Joe Louis Story” | 
| and okay. “Redheads From Seattie” 
| looms tall at Liberty. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (1,890: 


85- 


Fine $6,000. Last week, 


serious Berle. ' $14,800 


With the cream of TV talent in 
the room, Berle’s opener was that 
“if a bomb ever hit this joint, 
Pinky Lee would -be a big hit.” 


making reference to a VARIETY re- 
view of his own new Warner Bros. 
picture, “3 Sailors and a Girl.” 
Youngman said he, too, once made 
a picture—‘“It got four crosses.” 
Baylos was perhaps the humor 
highlight in a fast bill with his 
own show biz problems observing, 
“I’m the only comic who stands 
by at the airport with a valise.” 
He discovered that “in Las Vegas 


a comedian). He made a mistake, | 
“I thought this was it—I had final- 
ly made good; I got my picture in 
Lindy’s window, so I autographed | 
it, ‘Next week Max's Delicatessen,’ | 
and they cancelled me out of the 
window.” Baylor continued, “I'm 
getting out of the profession as 
soon as I use up my pictures.” And 


“When I'd run out of money I 
threw myself on the table and bet 
my life on the 9.” 


Youngman felt sorry he couldn't 


mistake and booked me for two: 
weeks in Galveston. For this you 
gotta know somebody.” 

Just elected NBC prexy, Sylves- 
ter L. (Par) Weaver saluted Berle’s 
health and welfare because of their 
long stake in his future—a 30-year 
contract. Garroway found all the 
words used up so he opened his 
speech with, “Darn!” 

Berle had the proceedings tape- 
recorded for his personal mem- 
orabilia file, and columnist Earl 
Wilson has a pocket wire-recorder 
which took down about 40 minutes 
of it. A private audience with the 
“road company” version will be a 
collector’s item. - Abel. 











Telemeter Reaction 
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against any new system before the 
FCC. If, however, they could see 
themselves sharing in the profits 
via franchises or otherwise, their 


tion to home-toll is also likely to 
come from the free broadcasters 
‘and the advertisers who support 
them. 
Faught's Views 

Dr. Millard E. Faught, consult- 
ing economist who numbers Zenith 
among his clients, said last week 


he thought “the need for the 
mousetrap has finally caught up 
with the mousetrap itself.” He 


said that toll TV would be an ad- 
junct to regular TV and would 
specialize in shows free TV 
couldn't afford. 

Faught has long argued that the 
economics of U.S. advertising can 
not support more than 400 TV sta- 
tiens but with a combination of 
{ree and subscription TV, there 
could be 1,000 stations on the air. 

Economics of home-toll make 
sense to a lot of producers who are 








Capt. Byrne Reconnoiters 


Metro's eastern sales manager |(1) advertising-sponsored color vi- , For 


John P. Byrtie, designated captain 
of the company’s 30th anni sales 
drive, left Monday (7) on tour of 
the company’s exchanges. 

He is scheduled to meet George 
A. Hickey, company’s western sales 
topper in Seattle, starting point of 
their tour of the western branches. 


beginning to fear for the value of 
‘the film in their vaults now that 


deo is around the corner and (2) 
itheatres are expanding their 
screens. While they can see the 
larithmetic of the system, they 
| question whether the time is ripe 
‘to make the switch. Meanwhile, 
the film biz is more than toying 
‘with the idea. 





protests might be muted. Opposi- | 


Century (Foster-Breal) (800: 50- 
70)—‘Joe Louis Story” (UA). Okay 


| $4,000. Last week, “Crazylegs” 
(UA) (2d wk), $2,000. 
Guild (Foster: (400; $1) — 


“Melba” (UA) (2 .G ' 
(From the table, the William Mor- Pipe ae A Aale ate ligt 


UY."| ris agency’s Wally Jordan had also | 
The trade has given an implied | aq libbed privately, “If an A-bomb — 


Liberty (Hamrick) (1,875; 65-90) 


“Redheads From Seattle” (Par) 
hit this room, radio would be, and “Gay Adventure” (UA). Tall 
back!”’) hewn — week, Bi gg 

Some Notices 1\(M-G) and “Count The Hours” 

The intra-trade stuff was great. ga nna , (2.000: 
Leonard “reviewed” everybody's ¢y 95/¢} a\."Rake” ath) cae 
speeches with pungent footnotes, Ninth week downtown. Fine 


$5,500. Last week, ‘Martin Luther” 
(Indie) (5 days! (5th wk), $3,200. 

Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,600: 
$1-$1.50) — “How Marry Million- 
aire” (20th). Giant $16,000 or over. 
Last week, “The Robe” ‘20th (8th 
wk), $14,000. 

Paramount (‘Port-Par) (3.400; 65- 
90)—“Flight To Tangier” ‘Par’ and 
Key Largo” (WB) (‘reissue’). Okay 
$8,000. Last week. “Botany Bay” 
(Par) and “Ft. Vengeance” (AA), 


| they booked me as a player” (not $31 900. 


United Artists ‘Parker! (890; 65- 
90: — “Escape From Ft. Bravo” 
(M-G). Mild $5.000. Last week. 
““Mogambo” (M-G: J4th wk), $5,600. 


Fred Schwartz 


Continued from page 3 




















in Brazil and is getting, back to his La Vegas experiences, | said Century topper Fred Schwartz. 


“and we're looking into other pos- 
sibilities.” 

Chain’s produciion plans—one, 
two, or a series of pictures—de- 


| be in town this week for the nup-, pend, according to Schwartz, on 
i tials. “Somebody at MCA made a the participating parties. “We want 


to go ahead with other substantial 
people,” he said. “Anybody who is 
serious we'll be willing to talk to, 
but we're not seeking anybody out. 
The trouble is that a lot of ex- 
hibitors feel the need for going 
into production emotionally, but 
not intellectually.” Schwartz indi- 
cated that Century would go it 
alone if other exhibitors did not 
join in the venture. “Our inten- 
tions,” he stressed, “are serious.” 

Actual production, Schwartz said, 

would be in the nature of a co- 
hemisphere arrangement, with 
Century making a deal with a 
European producer. Theatre oper- 
, ator said pictures would be filmed 
either on the Coast or abroad. He 
indicated that there was a possi- 
| bility that he himself might act as 
production executive. 

Schwartz has long been interest- 
ed in exhibitor production. He was 
one of the guiding lights in the 
exhib venture which brought 
“Main Street to Broadway” to the 
screen in an arrangement with the 
Council of Living Theatre. 


Shorts Slump 


\C—eme Continued from page 5 jae 

ure. Distribs have complained for 
years that exhibs refuse to allow 
higher rentals on shorts despite 
the fact that production costs have 
skyrocketed. Only a very few 
shorts, such as some of the United 
Productions of America series, 
have garnered high coin. 

To what extent CinemaScope 
will change the situation isn’t clear 
as yet, according to company execs. 
Movietone has lensed several Cin- 
emaScope shorts for which 20th- 
Fox is getting better coin. How- 
ever, some exhibs hold to the opin- 
ion that only features should get 
the anamorphic treatment and that 
shorts should continue as before 
to provide the necessary contrast. 

As for the newsreels, the prob- 
lem is largely one of circulation. 

one, not enough houses are 
equipped for CinemaScope_ to 
make it economical for 20th to 
make the switch. For another, it’s 
felt that the newsreel should be 
in color, which brings up the prob- 
lem of speedy processing of the 
prints. Cost factor also is a ques- 
ition mark, 
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TORONTO 


(Continued from page 8) 


$7,000. Last week, “Island in Sky” | 


(WB), $5.000. 
Downtown, Glendale, Mayfair, 
Scarboro, State (Taylor) (1,059; | 


955; 470; 698; 694; 35-60)—"Slight 


Case Larceny” (M-G) and “Peril- | 


ous Journey” (Rep). Oke $11,500. 


| Last week, “Joe Louis Story’ (UA) 


and “Shoot First” (UA), $15,000. 

Eglinton, University (FP) (1,080; 
1,558; 40-75)—"‘Decameron Nights” 
(RKO). Nice $15,000. Last week, 
“So Big” (WB), $13,000. 

Hyland (Rank) (1,250; 50-85)— 
“Snake Pit” (20th) (reissue). Weak 
$4,500. Last week, “Conquest of 
Everest” (Rank) (2d wk), same. 

Imperial (FP) (3,373; 75-$1.50'— 
“Robe” (20th) (7th wk). Hefty $12,- 


000. Last week, $16,000. 


(Loew) 
Brothers 


Loew's 
“All 


(2,096: 
Valiant” 


65-85)— 
(M-G). 


| Wham $18,000 or over. Last week, 


“Mogambo” (M-G) (6th wk), $12.- 
000. 

Nortown, Shea’s (FP) (959: 2.386: 
40-75)—"'Caddy” (Par) (2d wk’. Oke 
$13,500. Last week, $18,000. 

Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 50-90)— 
“Sailor of King” (20th’. Nice $11.- 
000. Last week, “Let’s Do It Again” 
(Col) (2d wk), $10,000. 

Towne (Taylor) (693: 75-$1)— 
“Times Gone By” (IFD Light 
$6,000. Last week, “Main Street to 
Broadway” (M-G', $3,500 

Uptown ‘Loew) (2,743: 40-75)— 
“Veils of Bagdad” ‘U). Good $10.- 
000. Last week, “Back to God's 
Country” (U), about same. 


Tumbleweed’ Lofty 136, 
Denver; ‘Marry’ 176, 2d 


Denver, Dec. 8 

Usual dent is being made at the 
boxoffice here currently by the 
early Xmas shopping but some pix 
showing nice strength. Three films 
are getting third weeks. “How To 
Marry a Millionaire’ continves 
fancy in second week at the Denver 
for biggest coin in city. It stays 
on. “Kiss Me Kate” is showing 
enough to win a third round at the 





Broadway. “Tumbleweed.” top 
newcomer. looks lofty at Para- 
mount. “Sins of Jezebel” is fairish 


in two spots. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin ‘Fox: (1.400: 50-85: — 
“Decameron Nights” (RKO). Fair 
$4.300 or near. Last week, “So Big” 


(WB) (2d wk), $4,500. 

Broadway ‘Wolfberg: (1.200; 50- 
85: — “Kiss Me Kate” (M-G) (2d 
wk. Fine $10.500. Stavs again 


Last week. $16,000 

Denham ‘Cockrill) (1.750: 50-85 
—‘Flight to Tangier” (Par\. Fair 
$7,000. Last week, “War of Worlds” 
‘Par’! (2d wk’, same 

Denver ‘Fox: (2.525: $1\—“How 
Marry Millionaire” (20th: (2d wk 
Fancy $17.000. Holds indef. Last 
week, $28.000. 


Esquire ‘Fox) (742; $1.20-$1.50: — 


“The Robe” (20th) (2d wk’, after 
six weeks at the Denver. Nice 
$4.000. Holds. Last week. $4.500 


Orpheum (RKO) ‘2.600: 50-85:— 
“All Brothers Valiant” (M-G: and 
“Mexican Manhunt” ‘AA’ (2d wk 
Thin $6,000. Last week, $15.000 

Paramount ‘Wolfberg: ‘2.200: 50- 


85: — “Tumbleweed” (U and 
“Captain Scarface” ‘indie’. Lofty 
$13,000 or close. Last week. “Blow- 


ing Wild” (WB) and “Black Fury’ 
(WB), $15.500 

Tabor ‘Fox: (1.967; 50-85:—*Sins 
of Jezebel” ‘Lip! and “Man from 
Cairo” (Lip). Fair $5,000. Last 
week. “Sabre Jet” (UA! and “Man 
in Hiding” (UA), $5.500 

Vogue (Pike) (442: 60-90) — 
“Tithleld Thunderbolt” (U) (2d wk 
Okay $1,500. Last week, $2,700 

Webber (Bailey) (750; 50-85) — 
“Sins Jezebel’ (Lip) and ‘Man 
from Cairo” (Lip). Fairly good 
$2.300. Last week, “Sabre let” 
‘(UA)’ and “Man in Hiding” ‘UA 
$2,200 


~ BUFFALO — 


(Continued from page 9 
Last week, “Calamity Jane” 
(2d wk-5 days'!, $7,000 

Center ‘Par! (3,000; 
“Hondo” (WB) (2d wk’, 
$9,000. Last week, $15,000 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70 
— ‘Golden Blade” (U) and “Tum- 
bleweed” (U!. Fancy $12,000. Last 
week “Gun Fury” (Col) and ‘Slaves 
of Babylon” (Col), $10,000 

Century (Buhawk Corp) (3,000; 
$1-$1.25)\—“How Marry Miliion- 
aire” (20th) (4th wk). Trim $10,000 
Last week, $15,000. 

Teck (Loew's) (1,300; $0-$1.20 
—Martin Luther” (Indie) (6th wk! 
Mild $2,500. Last week, $3,000 

Mercury (Michaels) (297; 54-83) 
— Violated” (Indie) (5th wk!. Cur- 





(WB! 


65-85 
Smash 


rent round looks big $4,000. Last 
‘week, $4,500. 


LT Ge 


MARRY’ MIGHTY 426, 
FRISCO; ‘TANGIER’ 12G 


San Francisco, Dec. 8. 
Launching of second Cinema- 
| Scope pic, “How To Marry a Mil- 
lionaire,” is brightening Market 
{Street biz this week. Other new- 
comers are being hurt by pre- 
'Xmas shopping, with only fair to 
okay trade at most spots. “Mil- 
_lionaire” is soaring to socko total 
'on first session at the big Fox. 
“Flight To Tangier” looms good at 
Paramount while. “Joe Louis 
Story” is holding fine in second 
Esquire stanza. “Gun Fury” is 
rated okay at United Artists. “Kiss 
Me Kate” looms fine in second 
round at Warfield. 

Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO: (2,850; 65- 
95'\—"Appointment In Honduras” 
‘RKO) and “Louisiana Territory” 
(RKO). Modest $10,000. Last 
week, “Calamity Jane” (WB) and 
“Captain Scartace” ‘Indie!, $16,- 


000. 

Fox ‘FWC) (4,651; $1.25-$1.50:— 
“How Marry Millionaire” (20th). 
Sock $42,000. Last week. “Robe” 
(20th) (9th wk’, 9 days, $25.000. 

Warfield ‘Loew's: (2.656: 80-$1) 
—Kiss Me Kate” (M-G) (3-D) 42d 
wk Off to nice $12.000. Last 
week, $25.000. 

Paramount (Pzr) ‘2.646: 65-95:'— 
“Flight To Tangier” ‘Par) and 
“Terror On A Train” (M-G', Good 
$12,000. Last week. “War Of 
Worlds” (Par) and “Affairs Dobie 
Gillis’ (M-G) (2d wk), ditto 

St. Francis ‘Par’ ‘1,400; 65-$1) 
—*“Bigamist” ‘Indie’ ‘2d wk. 
Okay $8,500. Last week, $13,000. 


Esquire ‘No. Coast) (957: 65-85) 
— ‘Joe Louis Story” (UA) and 
“The Fake” (UA: (2d wki. Fine 


$5.500. Last week. $10,000. 
United Artists (No. Coast 
90-$1.20'\—“Gun Fury” ‘Cob 
and “Combat Squad” ‘Col’. Okay 
$9500. Last week. “Sabre Jet” 
(UA) and “Slaves of Bablon” (Co!) 
2d wk’, $4.500 in 3 davs. 
Stagedoor A-R: (370: $1-£1.50 
— ‘Decameron Nights” ‘RKO? ‘4th 


(1,207; 


3-D) 


wk’. Good $2.600. Last week, $2- 
700 
Clay ‘Rosener’ (400: $1\—*Fan- 


fan Tulip” (Indie) ‘(1]th wk). Nice 


$2.700. Last week. $2,900 
Bridge ‘Schwarz-Reade: (399. $1- 
$1.20 —*“Crue! Sea” (UU) (10th wk. 


Ninth round was okay $2.600 after 
$2.700 for eighth week. “Tonight 


at 8:30" ‘Indie’ opens Dec. 21 
Larkin ‘Rosener: (400; 65-85:'— 
“Magic Box” (Indie! ‘4th wk), Oke 


$2.400. Last week, $2,500. 


DETROIT 


(Continued from page 9} 
week at $70,000. Last week, “Lit- 
tle Boy Lost” (Par) and “Tumble- 
weed” (U) (2d wk), $15,000 

Palms (UD) 2.961 80-$1'— 
“Hondo” WB: and “Slaves of 
Babvion” iCol ‘2d wk Swell 
$21,000. Last week. $37,000 

Madison UD: (1.900: 95-$1.25) 
—‘Eternity” (Col) (14th wk. 
Steady $10,000. Last week, $12.- 
000 

United Artists 
$1 50: —"“How 
20th) (3d wk). 
week, $28.000 

Adams Balaban) 
—*Kiss Me Kate” ‘M-G) (2d wk). 
Hefty $10,000. Last week, $18,000. 

Broadway-Capitel ‘Kerman: :3.- 
500; 80-$1)\—‘‘Jack Slade” ‘AA) 
and “Man of Conflict” ‘AA 2d 
wk: Oke $13,000. Last week, sock 
$27,000 





CA 1.938: $1- 
Marry Millionaire” 
Fine $20,000. Last 


‘1.700: 80-$1) 


Music Hall (Cinerama Produc- 
tions 1.236; $1.40-$2.80' — “Cin- 
erama™ (38th wk’. Strong $22,000. 


Last week, $21,000 


PITTSBURGH 


Continued from page 9) 
ing special rates to church, school 
and club groups to hypo trade for 
remainder of run Stays until 
Christmas Day when “Beneath 12- 


Mile Reef,’ also 20th-Cinema- 
Scope, comes in. Looks like oke 
$9.000 after $14,000 last week 
Penn (‘Loew's 3.300: 50-85:'— 
“Kiss Me Kate” (M-G)! (2d wk). 


Staving 4 days only, with “Escape 
From Fort Bravo” (M-G) following. 
For 11 days, “Kate” will get good 
$24,000. Played here in 3-D and 
moved to the Ritz, which = is 
equipped only for 2-D 
Stanley SW: (3,800: 
“Hondo” (WB) (2d wk 
expectations opening 
stili enough to hold. 
nice $11,000 after 
$19,000. Stays a third 
Squirrel Hill (SW) (900; 
“Captain's Paradise’ i(UA) 
Alec Guiness biggest fave of them 
all at this nabe arter and showing 
it. Big $4,500 or near, and sticks 
indefinitely. Last week, $5,800, 
missing house record, held by 
‘Cruel Sea” (U), by less than $300. 


50-85 '— 
Fell below 
session but 
Looks like 
last week's 


50-85 '— 
(2d wk). 
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Hollywood, Dec. 8. 


irst players set by Metro for|to direct 
The POW. Story.” are Dewey | which will be produced by Dore 


Martin and Steve Forrest... Ian) 


Keith plays King Henry IV in UI’s| Barry Sullivan will star in “Crash- 


“Men of Iron.” Paramount 


signed Havis Davenport for a role|to be produced by Lindsley Par- 
Herbert | sons for United Artists 


in “Rear Window.” . . 
Kline will produce “Dark Wed-| 
ding’ as an indie, with  back-! 
grounds in Mexico and Cuba... 
Columbia borrowed Jean Negu-, 
Jesco to direct the Betty Grable | 
starrer. “The Pleasure’s All Mine,” | 
with Jack Cole signed to stage | 
the dances . . . Metro using Ansco | 
Color for the CinemaScope film- | 
ing of “A Bride For Seven Broth- | 
ers. 

Jack Palance will play the roie 
of Attila the Hun in “Sign of the 


Pagan” at UI... Dore Schary an-, 
nounced “The Venetian,” a tale of | 
15th century swashbuckling, as 


one of Metro’s top productions for! 
1954 . . Two newcomers, John 
Fontaine and June Hammerstein, 
will play romantic leads in Hugo 
Haas’ indie, “Tender Hearts”... 
Robert L. Lippert signed Paulette 
Goddard to star in “Woman With 
a Gun,” to be filmed abroad in 
association with a British company | 
... Cameron Mitchell renewed for 
a year by 20th-Fox ... Richard 
Stapley plays opposite Karin 
Booth in “Jungle Man-Eaters,’ 

Johnny Weissmuller at 


tarring 
Columbia. 

Michael Curtiz translating 
French play, “ Gamin,” 
sible starrer for Audrey Hepburn | 
en film .. . Mohmoud Sobieh and 
Mahmoud Ed Sabaa, Egyptians. 
signed for Metro’s “Valley of the 
Kings” .. . Paramount handed a 

layer contract to Oreste Kirkop, 

rench-Italian opera star .. Frank 
Ferrin completed two short sub- 
jects in color for the Indian gov- 
ernment, depicting hunting in in- 
dia as a lure for tourists UI 
bought two 43-year-old fire engines 
from the town of Montebello for 
use in “Fireman Save My Child”, 
. . . Devery Freeman = scripting 
“Francis Joins the WACS” as a 
starrer for Denald O’Connor at UL: 
... Vinee Barnett drew a charac- 
ter role in Wayne-Fellows’ “Ring. 
of Fear.” 

Dudley Pictures closed a deal 
with Republic for the independent: 
production of “Tobor,” a science- 
fiction yarn, with Richard Gold- 


a 
as a pos-| 


stene as producer and Lee Sholem | 


as_ director . Warners signed 
Hayden Rorke for a role in “Lucky 
Me” ... James Woolf negotiating 
with June Allyson for the femme 


lead in “The Story of Esther Cos-' 


tello” .. . Huge Haas moved into 
the Chaplin lot to produce “Tender 
Hearts” . Margery Wood drew 
a role in “A Bride for Seven 
Brothers” at Metro... Gene Roth 
plays circus promoter in Wavyne- 
Fellows’ “Ring of Fear” .. . Eddie 
Quinlan returned ‘to Metro for a 
comic role in “Brigadoon” ye 
Jack Baur upped to casting direr- 
tor at UI. succeeding Robert A. 
Palmer who was promoted to talent 
executive. 

Verne West succeeded 
Bixby Smith as head of Para- 
mount's tax and insurance depart- 
ment . Tyrone Power reporis to 
Columbia during Christmzs week 
to test for “West Point,” in which 
he will co-star with Maureen 
O'Hara Columbia assigned 
Phil Carey as male lead in “The 
White Stallion,” to be produced 
by Wallace MacDonald with Fred 
F. Sears directing... Albert Lewin 
signed Cornel Wilde to star in his 
indie, “The Naked King.” based on 
a French novel by Albert Ades... 
Bob Baker and Alton Wood, puppet 
show producers, will stage a 


ce. 


quence in “A Star Is Born” at 
Warners William F. Eroidy 
built a sound stage at Cedar Lake 
where he will produce “Wanted 
by the FBI” for Allied Artists 
release. 


Dorothy Patrick femme lead in 
“The White Stallion” at Columbia 
- . . Ul’s “Black Lagoon” now 
“Creature from the Black Lagoon” 
- . . Superior Court approved Co- 
Jumbia’s minor contract’ with 
Gloria Krieger . . . Frankie Dar- 
row plays a bellhop in Paramount's 
“Living It Up”... Col. Henry Crow 
will be technical adviser on War- 
ners’ “Battle Cry” ... 
Kellogg checked in at 20th-Fox to 
script “Jumping Sisters,” a story 
about parachuting nurses in the 
Royal Canadian Air Force ... John 
Clift and Tristram Coffin joined 
the cast of “Fireman Save 
Caiid™ at Ul... 
Signed a six-picture contract with 
Warners, Starting with “The Talis- 
man. 


Paramount sold the F. Seott 
F*izgerald story, “Babvian Revisit. 
ed,” to Metro where jt wiii’ be 
adi ed as a Starrer for Elizabett 


Taylor wiii: Richard Brooks direct- 
a 4 


« 


|ing...Metro signed Charles Vidor 


“T’'ll See You Again,” 
Schary from his own original 
ing Timber,’ a lumberjack yarn 


. Richard 
Burton’s first role under his new 
contract at 20th-Fox will be “A 
Man Called Peter,’ based on a 
book by Mrs, Catherine Marshall 
..Following Metro’s example, 
Warners will be represented in the 
Pasadena Tournament of Roses 
Parade by a float depicting U. S. | 
Marines in “Battle Cry.” 








| 20th-Fox’ squeeze-lensed “Beneath 


; Hillstreet and Pantages. D 
over during the holidays will be 


the late, 


Virginia | 


My | 


ee 4 | . ‘ 
Laurence Harvey | ajiminate its 20% tax first.” There 





Academy-Coy | 


Continued from page 5 











the 12-Mile Reef” opens Christmas 
Day at Fox West Coast’s Chinese 
and Los Angeles. replacing “The 
Robe.” The Los Angeles and Holly- | 
wood Paramounts will debut “Hon- 
do,” Wayne - Fellows production 
being released by Warners, as the 
second 3-D feature. Third depth 
biggie will be “Sadie Thompson” 
from Columbia, opening at RKO 
Holding 


20th-Fox’s CinemaScope “How to 


Marry a Millionaire” at the Fox 
| Wilshire and possibly the Warner 
| Downtown. 


“The Wild One” from Stanley 
Kramer-Columbia gets its Christ- 
mas bow at the downtown Orpheum 
theatre. It is a conventionally- 
lensed black-and-white offering. 
“The Eddie Cantor Story,” in 
Technicolor, is slated for the 
Warner Beverly either Dec. 29 or 
30, and Disney’s “The Living Des- 
ert,” also tinted, makes a pre- 
Christmas bow Dec. 17 at the Fine 
Arts. 


Among pictures not definite but 
almest certain to have holiday 
showings is Bob Hope’s “Here 
Come the Girls” from Paramount. 
It is up for a seven-theatre open- 
ing. Also possibilities are “Little 
Fugitive” at the El Rey. “Beat the 
Devil” at the Ritz, “The Man Be- 
tween” at the Fox Beverly. 


Moving from pre-release, upped 
scale showcasing to regular first- 


run will be “Mogambo,” going into 


the Palace, and “Captain's Para- 
dise,” from the Ritz into the Globe, 
Iris, Uptown and Loyola. 














No Industry Pact | 


—aes 4CONtinued from page 7 





staffers will be docked for the time 
they are absent from the office. An 
SPG spokesman indicated that the 
union will counter this move by 
specifying that ali negotiations 
take place at night at the union's 
headquarters. 

The SPG has appointed an over- 
all 20-man negotiating committee, 
with five members of the group 
sitting in with the individual com- 
pany negotiators. Talks have al- 
ready started with UA, only com- 
pany which has shown a willing- 
ress to take part in industry-wide 
confabs. However, SPG made no 
progress in their first meeting 
with Max Youngstein, UA veepee. 
Exec, it’s reported, indicated that 
he would like to wait to see what 
the other companies would do. 
Current pact at Col expires in 
February, with agreements at WB, 
20th and U ending in March or 
April. 

SPG is asking a 15° wage hike, 
2 progressive minimum wage scale, 
and full arbitration of all disputes. 


Pittsburgh Tax | 


Continued from page 3 =e 














drop the tax and (2) good pictures 
pay their way in taxes. 

Asked what he thought of the 
merits of the case presented by the 
theatre owners at a public hear- 
ing, in which they claimed they 


were on the verge of financial dis- | 


aster due to falling attendance, 
Gallagher replied: 
“The Federal Government should 


was no promise, of course, that the 
City would follow the example. 
Gallagher added: 
“And the Pittsburgh Pirates 
wouldn't seed ta worry about the 
tax wither 


if they ‘cuimewey with a 


, good team.” . 


qw a 


Buy Off Mayer, Cooper 

Aiming to maintain its oper- 
ating expenses at $100,000 an- 
nually, Cinerama Productions 
Corp., holding company which 
passed on to Stanley Warner 
the exhibition and production 
rights to the Cinerama medium, 
is negotiating with board 
chairman Louis B. Mayer and 
veepee and production chief 
Merian C. Cooper to cancel 
their employment’ contracts 
with the company. Pair would 
retain their stock interest and 
executive posts, but like prexy 
Lowell Thomas would receive 
no compensation for their ser- 
vices. 

Under present conditions, 
Mayer has not been paid a 
$1,000 weekly salary under a 
pact extending to 1957. Cooper 
and Argosy Pictures, company 
with which Cooper is associ- 
ated, have received only por- 
tions of $1,100 weekly com- 
pensation under a deal also 
extending to 1957. However, 
these sums are represented as 
liabilities of Cinerama Pro- 
ductions. 

Both Mayer and Cooper are 
currently serving only in ad- 
visory capacities since all ac- 
tivities relating to the medium, 
including production and exhi- 
bition, are carried out by Stan- 
ley Warner. 














Cinerama Shares | 


Continued from page 3 











and a 5°¢ management fee to SW. | 
Thus, it has been receiving an; 
average of about $30,000 weekly | 
recently. Sum is being used to re-, 
duce the company’s bank loan and 
bonded debt. 


Indication of brokerage interest 
in the stock is the overtures being | 
made by Moran & Co., Newark, | 
N. J., security dealers. Company } 
notes that it is recommending the | 
stock for speculation. “Cinerama,” | 
the company notes. “has been a/ 
tremendous sensation everywhere 


, shown and we strongly recommend 


the purchase of this stock at the / 
present level of about $3 per} 
share.” Although Cinerama Pro- | 


ductions is a closed corporation, F. |. 


J. Moran, head of the brokerage 
firm, said he could acquire the 
stock and knew of sources where 
it was available. “It was originally 
sold as investment but it’s free 
stock now,” he pointed out. He 
noted that number of shareholders | 
had increased to about 500 from 
the original 25. 


Prior to SW’s takeover of the 
rights, Cinerama Productions had 
contemplated a public issuance but 
the plan never materialized. Origi- 
nal 1.000.000 shares had been split 
in two, giving the company a total 
of 2,000,000 shares. Currently there 
are about 984,000 shares outsiand- 
ing, with the remainder being held 
by Cinerama Productions, which, 
in essence, is a holding company. 


| Overseas Year q 


Continued from pase 5 =e 
gium. In addition, the U.S. distribs 
signed new pacts with Japan, Hol- | 
land, Belgium and Norway. Brazili- 
an remittance of $15,000,000 or 
more, part of that country’s gen- 
eral liquidation of debts, comes as 
a welcome windfall but was largely | 
arranged by MPEA’s Robert Cork- | 
ery. French deal is still pending 
with no indications of any pro- 
gress in the Paris talks at the 
moment. ' 

Total dollar take of American 
films abroad in 1953 has been put | 
at $170,000.000, a record high. Fig- 
ure is seen slipping in 1954, partly | 
because of cuts in U.S. aid and 
partly due to the fact that much 
of the backlog coin has been 
thawed. 

While the $21,000,000 Canadian 
dollar earnings can’t be credited 
to MPEA, it’s pointed out that it 
was made possible largely due to | 
the association’s Canadian Cooper- | 


a 


























}ation Project under which Ameri- 
;can producers are encouraged to | 
Jens pix in Canada. It also insures 


the eirculation of Canadian shorts 


in the U.S. } 


Foreign managers take the view | 
that MPEA this year has done a| 
completely satisfactory job in| 
repping the companies’ interests | 
abroad. Org is run by Ralph D.| 
Hetzel, exec v.p., with Johnston| 
aiso spending much time concen-| 
{rating on the toreign angle. In 
‘act, with between 28% and 40% 
cf the distribs’ earnings now com- 
ing trom abroad, foreign scene has 


jlaken the spotfigiit rrom aii other, move. 


| booking agent, 


the money during : ; 2 ‘ 
|Complaint further charges the di-| Pes for men’s shirts. Company 


| involved 


Amusement Stock Quotations 


(N.Y. Stock Exchange) 
For Week Ending Tuesday (8) 


Net 
1953 Weekly Weekly Tues. Change 
High Low High Low Close for week 
15% 1258 Am Br-Par Th ... 15% 1514 1514 as % 
4934 381% CBS, “A” ... ... 5012 4834 4834 om 
4934 3814 CBS, “B” ... ... 5012 4814 4814 a 4 
‘ye ee GR eae | er 1858 18 18 —% 
12% ##7% Decea...... oe 10 912 958 — 14 
47 415g Eastman Kdk. ... 4718 4478 4534 == 84 
143g 1058 Loew’s..... o eee 13 12% 1218 — 5g 
734 41, Nat. Thea. .. ... 1% 634 634 ans 
303s 2412 Paramount .. ... 2758 26% 2614 nih 
3634 2756 Phile® ....22 sec 2814 2738 2714 a= 
2938 21 ME eA kg ees 2448 2234 2314 +134 
43g, 25g RKO Picts... ... 318 3 3 ne 
434 314 RKO Thea.. ... 54% 47% 5 + 
4% 234 Republic .... ... 338 3 31% + 14 
115g 9°4 Rep, pfd.... ... 1073 103% 1034 4+ 3% 
12% 873 Stanley War.. ... 1058 10148 1014 ica 
191% 1332 20th-Fox .... ... 1934 19 191% om % 
17% 14 Je: ae 17% 16 16 em, | 
68!2 6h Univ., pfd. .. ... 621% 61% 61% + 14 
1748 1148 Warner Bros.. ... 13 1238 1212 — 1% 
84 63'4 Zenith* .. “se 7019 6634 67 wn 
American Stock Exchange 
17%4 87s Du Mont.... ... 10 93% 934 — 3% 
432 . 273 Monogram .. ... 478 419 414 Pal 
l7ig 14 Technicolor .... 1618 14!'2 1414 —23% 
338 234 Trans-Lux ... ... 348 3 3 ae 
Over-the-Counter Securities Bid Ask 
Color Corp. of Amer. ....... Covcccescces 58 44 — 14 
Cinerama 1 decease Rea esa ole 23/16 — 
Chesapeake Industries ..........sece0ee0 2% 219 a= 36 
Sinus jhe, SOE ee ee cocccencccsesevees 49 4912 + 14 
UC. A, Theatre: eee eeeeeee eee ee erase eeeee 8 834 — %4 
Welt DOMED «oc ccc cctcwcctedeccccesess TH 712 + 3% 


* Ex-dividend. 


(Quotations furnished by Dreyfus & Co.) 





Motion Picture Assn. of America 
activities. 
breakdown of 


the dollar 


follows: 

Brazil, $15.000.000 or more (by 
the end of the year); 
Britain, $20,000,000; 
Japan, $7,500,000; 
Italy, $8,000,000; 
France, $7-$8,000,000; 
Argentina, $2-$3,000,000; 
Indonesia, $3,000,000; 
Belgium, $3,000,000; 
Spain, (likely) $1,500,000; 
Scandinavia, $3,000,000 ‘most of 
in compensation deals); 
Australia, $5.000,000; 
Holland, $1,250,000; 
Yugoslavia, $200,000. 


Brandt Trial 


- 
—_ 
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:closed and that all have been los- 
/ing money. 
| that 


It is further alleged 
expensive alterations were 
made in some of the theatres and 
that the work was done by com- 


panies owned by defendant di-| 


rectors. Stockholders are seeking 
a return to the corporation of the 
money paid for the theatres, the 
losses involved, and the cost of 


| the alterations. 


Checks to Brandt 


Charges relating to Brandt's buy- 
ing and booking policies state that 
Brandt got himself appointed 
booking agent for the circuit. As 
it’s alleged that 
Trans-Lux paid large sums of 
money to Brandt for the rental of 
filmi which Brandt was to turn 
over to distributors. Checks, it’s 


|indicated in the complaint, were 


made out directly to Brandt. It’s 
alleged that the theatre topper 


for his own use or 


| 
Country - by - country | 
take | 
traceable to MPEA activities is as | 





| offices taxed their 











Newspaper Strike 


Continued from page 7 ——— 
| 


The Brooklyn Daily, The Jewish 
Daily Forward, West Side News 
were all recipients of added film 
advertising. Suburban papers jn 
Long Island, New Jersey and 
Westchester carried display space 
on Broadway openings. In some 
instances, the space was up front 
in the news sections. 

Distribs without Broadway open- 
ings were not noticeably affected 
by the newspaper shutdown. As 
one pub-ad exec put it: “New York 
is just one city. We have 48 states 
to worry about.” 

On the publicity front, home- 
ingenuity in 
seeking substitutes for the regul- 
lar press. One aim was to get 
visiting personalities on as many 
broadcasts as possible for guest 
shots. For the “Easy to Love” 











| opening, Metro taped comments of 


the audience for presentation over 
its own WMGM. It also obtained 
comments from the newspaper 
critics which were wired to all 
commentators. 

In quoting Kate Cameron, stipu- 
lation was that Metro say ‘Kate 
Cameron of the News” and not “in 
the News.” Times told Metro it 
could pick up Bosley Crowther's 
views from WQXR. Requirement 
was that M-G “as broadcast on 
WQXR, radio station of the New 
York Times.” 

Metro was also quick on latching 
on to the N.Y. Enquirer. In last 
Wednesday’s (2) edition of the pa- 
per, a total of nine stills, repre- 
senting mats from press book ma- 
terial, was used -plugging M-G 
films. For “Beneath the 12-Mile 
Reef,” its third CinemaScope en- 


| diverted some of these payments |‘t'y, 20th resorted to a big poster 
delayed making | C@Mpaign, plastering the city with 


the payments to distribs and used | 0M, three and six sheets. Picture 
| was also plugged on laundry wrap- 


that period. 


rectors with negligence in allowing | 2/80 Constructed floats and sent 


these things to happen. 


Total of eight stockholders are 
in the suit, with three 
main plaintiffs. Latter are Jerome 
Ross, a former director and long- 
time stockholder; Walter Siemers, 
also a former director and holder 
of shares for many years, and 
George Mason, the second largest 
stockholder in the company. 

Separate suits were filed by five 
other stockholders, but on a peti- 
tion from the Brandt counsel all 
the suits were consolidated. H. 
Gardner Ingraham, attorney for 
Ross, Siemers and Mason, had op- 
posed this move, but the court or- 
dered the action appointing Ingra- 
ham’s firm as general counsel for 
all eight stockholders. 


Last spring, in an appeal filed | 


with the Appellate Division 
sisckholders were granted 
sion to examine Brandt's 
dealing with the buying of pic- 
Brandt had opposed this 
Ingraham and his staff are 


the 
permis- 


books 


tures, 


sound trucks around calling atten- 
tion to the picture. It held a spe- 
cial screening for high school and 
college editors for space in school 
papers, Announcements were also 
placed on schoo) bulletin boards. 
Thesps Terry Moore and Robert 
Wagner will be placed on a total 
of 30 radio-TV shows. 

With Aldo Ray in town to bally 
“Miss Sadie Thompson,” Colum- 
bia arranged a tour of all the 
Loew's houses for personal ap- 
pearances. For the arrival of An- 
thony Quinn yesterday (‘Tues.) for 
bally on behalf of “The Long 
Wait,” United Artists sent a film 
cameramen and _ tape-recording 
specialist to Grand Central Station 
for his arrival. UA flacks then 
‘sent the film to TV stations and 
the tape to radio stations. 

With the papers shut down, 





¥reatest concentration was made 
on syndicates and _ out-of-town 
newspapers. There was no letup 
|i the servicing of columnists 
‘since most are syndicated. 
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NEW YORK 

Arthur Davis Associates, foreign 
film importers, discontinuing its 
firm name in favor of a new tag, 
Arthur Davis Releasing Organiza- 
tion. Initial release under the new 
set-up will be Colette's “Strange 
Conduct” which stars Simone Si- 
mon. : | 

Leo F. Samuels’ Buena Vista} 
Films added Jesse Chinich as aj} 
sales representative. He was) 
formerly with Rugoff & Becker | 
circuit as film buyer and theatre | 
supervisor. 


LOS ANGELES 


Allied Artists’ Joseph Rivkin and 
John C. Flinn closed a deal with 
Bob O'Donnell, head of the Inter- 
state circuit. for saturation book- | 
ings of Walter Wanger’s “Riot in 
Cell Block 11” in Texas. 

Francis Bateman, western sales 
manager for Republic, to Denver 
and Salt Lake City to arrange 
bookings for “Geraldine” and 
“Jubilee Trail.” 

M. and A. Alexander acquired 
TV rights to three old theatrical 
films, “The Powers Girl,” “Song of | 
Open Road” and “Urubu.” 

SEATTLE 

First managerial change in many 
months here will find Bob Ander- 
son transferred from Roxy, Ta- 
coma, to the Orpheum here, both 
John Hamrick houses. 

Hamrick Theatres pleased by! 
fact that two of its managers won, 
national “Lucky 7° Metro contests. | 
Bob Anderson did it for his cam-| 
paign suggestion on “Fort Bravo” | 
and Marvin Fox. manager of the 
Liberty. Portland, won for his) 
ideas on “Mogambo” (M-G), al- 
though the film didn’t play his 
house. , } 








BOSTON | 


Max Silver, district manager for 
Smith Management. resigned. 

The Casino. shuttered as a bur- 
ley. reopened as a straight pic 
house. 

Edward Michaelove. for the past 
year apprentice salesman at 20th- 
Fox, upped to salesman covering 
he Maine and _ northern New | 
Hampshire district. John Pecos, | 
who formerly handled that area, | 
assigned Boston, southern New, 
Hampshire and eastern Massachu- 
setts. 

Max Michazels. ex-manager of 
the Old Howard, named manager of 
Boston Theatre, being converted 
to Cinerama. 


PITTSBURGH | 


Rudy Navari. of Eastwood Thea 
tre on Frankstown Road. elected ' 
to presidency of Penn Township 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Ike Sweeney, of Republic Pic- 
tures, home after long stay at 
St. Francis Hospital. Exchange 
manager when he first fell iil, he 
will be reassigned upon his res 
covery since John Zomnir, former 
UA salesman. has been named 
branch head in meantime. 

Sam Yakish, of Lakeside Drive-/ 
In at Conneaut Lake. resting at, 
his home after being hospitalized | 
for nearly two months. 

Ben N. Rosenberg, of Parkway | 
Theatre in McKees Rocks. new } 
commander of Variety Club Legion 
Post 589, appointed to publicity 
and membership committee of Le- 
gion’s 34th district. 

John Muller, of Gable in Sharon, 
is a partner again in operation of 
the NuLuna there. Some years ago 
he and the late Harry Stahl were 
joint owners of the spot, but their 
partnership was dissolved. 

With the reopening of the Homer 
in Homer City, a Manos circuit 
house because of the favorable 
vote for Sunday films there, Marie 
Cybolsky was named house man- | 
ager. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Corbett Twins from “Here Come 
Girls” in town, piloted by Para- 
mount studio flack Rufus Blair, 
and got newspaper, TV and radio 
plugs for new Bob Hope film. 

Legit Lyceum again offering 
Swedish films on weekends. 

Some Twin Cities’ indie nabe 


and suburban’ houses _ reviving 
Par’'s “Greatest Show on Earth.” 
St. Paul subsequent-run loop 


Lyceum in tieup with newspapers | 
blankets a different city section| 
each week with numbered pro-| 
grams. Newspapers publish some! 
of numbers daily in want ads, and 
those holding programs with cor- 
responding lucky numbers receive 
free tickets. 

In current bulletin, North Cen- 
tra Allied urging all of territory's 
exhibitors to contact their con-! 





| fourth successive year. Prints were 


'replacgs Murphree at the Wynne- 
rood 


P Cips From Fim Row 





Smerling, John Jones and John | 


Balaban, attended Willie Shore 
memorial at the Chez Paree last 
Monday (30), contributing $2,500 
for Chi tent. 

One picture was rejected out of 
97 reviewed last month by the Chi 
Police Censor Board. Board scru- 


gressmen and U. S. senators dur- | tinized 487,000 feet of film, made 


ing impending holidays and obtain | 
pledges to support renewed move | 
for admission tax repeal when | 
Congress convenes next year. 
Cedric Adams, town's top news- 
paper columnist and TV and radio 
personality, donated services as 
commentator on Northwest Variety 
club’s tinted film trailer shown in 
territory’s theatres prior to audi- 
ence collections for club’s heart 
hospital on U. of Minnesota cam- 
pus. Reid H. Ray Film Industries 
here produced trailer gratis for 


contributed by Houston Color Lab- 
oratories. 

Deal for Cinerama to take over 
Paramount's loop first-run State or 
Century still cooking, but. still 
hasn't jelled. 

“The Robe” and “Kiss Me Kate” 
in their fourth and second St. Paul | 
weeks, respectively, as boxoffice | 
conditions continue to improve in| 
the smaller Twin City. 

Universal promoted salesman 
Kenny C. Adams to sales manager, | 
succeeding Pat Halloran, trans- 
ferred to Milwaukee as_ branch 
manager. 

Fay Dressell, RKO branch manf- 
ager, back on job after recovery 


| from illness. 


Eddie McErlane, veteran War- 
ner Bros. booker, on sick list, with 
salesman Bob Branton helping out! 
in that department. 


DALLAS 


Mrs. Roderick B. Thomas named 
to succeed the late Mrs. Clarence | 
Echols as prez of Dallas Motion 
Picture Board of Review. 

Pat Murphree, manager of the 
Wynnewood here. named city man- 
ager of Rowley United Theatres at 
Waxahachie. Tom McNeely. for- 
merly skipper of the Beverly Hills, 


Lackland Drive-In opened at San 


| Antonio near Lackland Air Force 


Base. This makes the 17th ozoner 
operating in that area. 

Mr. and Mrs. Don W. Trisko 
leased Runge Theatr® at Runge 
from Mr. and Mrs. Alva Strait of 
Corpus Christi. and plan to reopen 
the house. It has been shuttered 
since Nov. 7. 


MEMPHIS 


Bob Bostwick, National Theatre 
supply manager. on tour of theatres 
in the mid-south. 

Leon Rountree, prexy of TOA 
of Tri-State area, in town from | 
Holly Springs, Miss., to check on | 
convention details and set several 
films for his nabe house. 


ST. LOUIS 


Midway Drive-In, near New 
Madrid, Mo., operated by Norvin 
Garner and H. Poe, bought in-a- 
car Heaters and will operate daily 
throughout the year. 

Mrs. Ralph Welch relighted the 
Illinois, Newman, II]. Previously it 
was operated by Victor E. Recker. 

Third change in ownership of | 
the Lee, New London, Mo., in 
three months, was made last week 
when Thomas E. Gates, Barry, II1.,! 
became owner. In August, P. Me- 
gown and his wife took over the 
spot that later reverted to the 
building owner, Mrs. L. V. Wil- 
liams. Gates, who also operates a 
house in Hull, Ill., assumed owner- 
ship after a deal was made with 
Williams. 

The Gold, Golden, Ill, has re- 


lighted. 
Carter Smalley, Van Buren, Mo., | 
exhib convalescing after major 


surgery in Poplar Bluff, Mo. 

Loew’s State here converting to 
CinemaScope and will tee off with 
ae of Round Table” mas | 
day. 


CHICAGO 


Abe Teitel, of Teitel Films Co., 
planed to N. Y. for Joe Burstyn 
funeral services. 

Dave Rosen, vet legit road man- 
ager, handling schoo! promotion of | 
“Julius Caesar” for Metro. 


six cuts and classified one pic for 
adults. Of films submitted, 27 were 
foreign made, indicating an _ up- 


/swing in overseas entries. 


TORONTO 


W. C. ‘Wannie) Tyers, formerly 
co-assistant director in Odeon The- 
atres’ homeoffice ad dept., upped 


'to ad-pub director for chain, ac- 
| cording to general manager David 


Griesdorf, who named Jim Hardi- 
man assistant. 


With headquarters at the To-| 


ronto homeoffice, Bob Eves takes 


| over the supervision of the western 


division of Famous Players (Ca- 
nadian), following death of Larry 
Bearg, according to J. J. Fitzgib- 


| bons, head of FPC. As former 


supervisor of Toronto and subur- 
ban houses, Eves will be succeed- 
ed by Mort Margolius, who joined 
Famous in 1930. 


Delegates to annual meeting of fl 


the Motion Picture Theatres Assn. 
of Ontario elected the following 
directors: John Clarke, J. L. Hunt- 
er, Morris Stein, Lionel Lester, 
Harry Mandell, William Summer- 
ville Jr., all Toronto; H. C. D. 
Main, of Sutton; J. D. McCulloch, 
of Petrolia; Floyd Rumford. of 
Forest; Morris Berlin, of Ottawa; 
and Louis Consky, of Haliburton. 


20th Screens 


aus Continued from page 4 


the repeated assertion that the 
20th policy smacks of a violation 
of the antitrust laws. 

Equally important, none of the 
other companies with CinemaScope 
pix on their skeds have followed 
suit in restricting showing of their 
widescreen films to theatres with 
specified equipment. Both Metro 
and Warner Bros. are getting ready 
to put their first CinemaScopers. 
into release, which leaves 20th in 























an untenable position viz the ex- | 


hibs. 
Equipment dealers say theatre 
ops not only beef about the higher 


‘cost of the Miracle Mirror and 
| Astrolite 
‘from $2.10 to $3 per square foot, 
| they also object to the seams in 


screens, which range 


these screens. Screen manufactur- 
ers have been doing a burn over 
the 20th position and also over the 
company’s reluctance to agree to 
comparison tests of the various 
makes. 

It’s understood that there will 


| be a test of the new TransLux 


screen at the Beacon Theatre in 


N. Y. in the near future. TransLux | 


circuit has booked “‘The Robe” into 
one of its situations for a run 
Starting Dec. 25. The house is 


/ equipped with a TransLux screen, 
| with the circuit determined to keep | 
the screen in and also to get the 


film. 

Number of other major circuits 
have installed Miracle Mirror or 
Astrolite screens in some keys, but 
by no means in all. It’s the smaller 
exhibs who complain the loudest 
over the screen restriction as well 
as 20th’s insistence on stereophonic 
sound. Tests to determine the need 
for directional sound are set for 
January in a number of spots. 

Skouras’ position is that he has a 
heavy investment in his screens 


'and that he is entitled to cash in 
/on it since it was necessary to get 


CinemaScope rolling. It’s figured 

that the first two CinemaScopers— 

“The Robe” and “How to Marry a 

Millionaire,” both top grossers— 

are enough to put 20th in the clear. 
Re: Stereophonic 

Some theatremen feel that 20th’s 


| proposed test of stereophonic ver- 
{sus one-track sound will never 
‘come off when M-G and WB offi- 


cially announce their distribution 
policies on C’Scope films. Exhibs 
call test academic since. the eco- 
nomics of directional sound is 


| beyond the means of the subse- 


i 
Herbert Johnson, onetime ani-, Guent-run theatres, 


mator for Walt Disney and George | 
Pal, joined Sarra, Inc., here as 
animation director. 

Arthur Van Dyke, 20th-Fox cir-| 
cuit sales manager, now convales- 
cing at home upon release from} 
hospital. > 

Holly Theatre, of Sol Best cir- 
cuit, sold for non-theatrical use. 


ing director of Bell & Howell, ap- 
pointed district manager for B&H 
in Hollywood. 

La Porte Theatre in La Porte, 
Ind., and Tivoli, Michigan City, 
Ind., both of the Manta-Rose chain, 
now equipped with CinemaScope 
and open with “The Robe” shortly. 

Variety Club toppers, 


“As long as 20th insists on push- 
ing sterophonic sound, the small 


|houses will not install Cinema- 


Scope. Anyway CinemaScope is not 
stereophonic sound. We'll install 
the screens and buy the lenses, but 
stereophonic sound is completely 
out of the question,’ an Allied 


Bob Kriman, former sales train- | States official flatly stated. 


While M-G sales chief Charles 
Reagan and WB sales topper Ben 
Kalmenson have maintained a dis- 
creet silence on the question of 


stereo sound, exhib leaders have | 


intimated that they have received 


unofficial assurances that C’Scope | 


films will be available with one- 


Mannie | track sound. 


cam, 





Inside Stufl—Pictures 


A new mark in censorial broadmindedness on this side of the Atlantic 
has probably been set by the Ontario Motion Picture Censore Board, 
which passed an unusually outspoken line, along with the old “damn” 
and “hell,” in the British-made “One Wild Oat.” 
non Sylvaine’s farce, shown at the Elmdale, Ottawa, last week, has 
Stanley Hollway (originator of the famous “Albert and the Lion” and 
“With ’Er ’Ead Tucked Underneath "Er Arm”) as a greyhound-racing 
promoter with a girl friend called Gloria whom he has passed off to 
his wife as a greyhound. She plans to investigate a week-end at East. 
bourne when he admitted!y had Gloria with him, and he races to the 
hotel where they had stayed to warn them to stick to his story. 
the desk clerk says, “But what about the register?” 
hopefully, “Couldn't you just pit ‘bitch’ in brackets after her name?” 














Film version of Ver. 


When 
Holloway replies 








Two rival groups of motion picture reporters, the Hollywood For. 
eign Correspondents Assn. and the Foreign Press Assn. of Hollyw ood, 
| are about ready to forget their rivalry and amalgamate. 
| ations have sent out ballots to that effect. 
| Those in favor of the merger contend that would create a powerful 


Both organiz.- 


| group, capable of weeding out many phonies who pose as foreign 
' correspondents chiefly for the purpose of acquiring courtesy cards. 





William Ornstein, Metro tradepress rep, has his second book set for 
| publication via Story Book Press of Dallas on Dec. 15. Titled “Deep 
| Currents,” it’s a collection of 25 Ornstein stories which appeared earlier 


in various periodicals. 














|| TV Series Blows 
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posed to go to work immediately 
on turning out a pilot picture. 
Following MPAA approval, film 
was to have been submitted to 
various prospective bankrollers, 
with the series to preem in the 
late fall or winter. 


Pilot still hasn’t been made and 
| the extent of confusion is such that 
| it’s likely never to see the light of 
;day. Companies have liyed up to 
‘their part of the bargain by sub- 
'mitting pix to ABC. Net hasn’t 
‘been able to match the clips to 
‘available stars and has blamed 
| this for the delay. Liaison between 
'the MPAA and ABC has been slip- 
‘shod, with the two Coasts unable 
'to get together on various prob- 
‘lems. Change of ABC execs on 
‘the Coast, with Earl Hudson tak- 
,ing over there, also hasn’t helped 
, matters any. 


| Original contract gave ABC an 
| exclusive option on the show until 
| Dec. 31, 53 to schedule the series 
{to go on the air not later than 
‘March, '54. Should ABC fail to 
'exercise the option, or should 
MPAA find fault with the pilot, 
,the entire project would be 
/scrapped and rights would return 
ito MPAA. Agreement also pro- 
vided for a weekly minimum of 
$5.000—or the net proceeds from 
the show, whichever greater—to 
go to the Motion Picture Relief 
Fund. Sum was to be paid should 
ABC dig up a sponsor. Otherwise, 
ithe Fund would get $1,000 weekly. 





the way things have turned out, 
| particularly since a good deal of 
‘effort went into the planning of 
the series prior to its approval by 
tne MPAA board. ABC spokes- 
man in N.Y. said recently that the 
net is “still interested” in the 
show, but action on the pilot con- 
tinues to lag and pix submitted by 
| the companies are outdated by the 
|time an attempt is made to corral 


their stars for appearances. 


Series TY Coin 
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comprise the league governing 
bodies will offer each player a 
larger series cut. 

Frick’s proposal, not calling di- 

rectly for killing of pension plan 
j Eut instead for the creation of a 
|committee to investigate the pos- 
sibilities of such a move and 
huddles with insurance firms about 
redistribution of funds already in 
the pension pot, went up for con- 
sideration at this week’s meetings 
| of the American and National 
|leagues at the Hotel Commodore 
}1n New York. No disclosure as to 
| whether either league had voted 
'on the measure yet was made since 
| it’s the kind of measure that neces- 
|sitates joint action before procla- 
| mation. 
The Gillette contract for radio 
|} and TV rights to World Series was 
| signed in 1950 with the then com- 
| missioner of baseball, Happy 
| Chandler, for a period of six years. 
|TV rights went for $1,000,000 and 
| additional rights for radio sold for 
an approximated $175,000. The 
/commissionei’s office gets about 
15° of the combined sum for op- 
|erating expenses and the remain- 
cer goes, ultimately, into the pen- 
sion fund. 

The sleeper resolution by Frick 
/apparently looks toward the end- 
‘ing of the pension plan about the 





y% 
<a 


MPAA is most unhappy over’ 





same time the Gillette contract 
ends in 1956. Then the players’ 
kitty stands to lose considerably 
more than $1,000,000. One irs 
formed source stated that a new 
TV contract for the Series might 
go as high as $3,000,000 for 1957 
alone, for even as far back as 1950 
when Chandler inked the deal 
there was much concern that base- 
ball was being undersold—that 
Gillette got a tremendous advertis- 
ing potential “dirt cheap.” Whether 
it was true then or not, today, with 
the increased number of TV sets 
across the nation coupled with the 
advent of the coaxial, Gillette is 
reaching a greatly increased audi- 
ence at 1950 prices. 

Should both major leagues pass 
a resolution to kill the players’ 
pension the question still remains, 
despite all the qualified guessers, 
what will happen to all that 
moolah? 






Magnetic Tape 


=a Continued from page 7 





said, it would be so worn as to be 
inadequate for erasure of the pic- 
ture and reuse. 

Also in line with this is the 
knowledge that substantially more 
tape is needed than film, on a per- 
foot basis, to record motion but 
yet the per-foot costs are estimated 
at the same 21%4c for black and 
white. 

Leonard Goldenson, following 
the Princeton showing last Wed- 
nesday (2), was greatly impressed 
with the potentalities of tape as 
applied to the TV end of American 
Broadcasting-Paramount Theatres, 
of which he is president. But he 
said he cannot visualize tape sup- 
planting film in the pic business 
“for five years, 10 years, or maybe 
ever.” 

The production branch of the 
film industry, in contrast, figures 
to derive some benefits when tape 
is put into commercial use. This 
should be in about two years, 
according to RCA. The pic director, 
it’s pointed out, could lay out a 
scene, shoot it on tape and get an 
immediate playback because the 
tape requires no photographic de- 
velopment or processing. This 
immediately would end the delay 
in time awaiting the daily “rushes” 
to be printed; it would mean an 
on-the-spot correction of flaws in 
a scene and could cut down heavily 
on costly production shooting time. 
_ The tape also appears lending 
itself to economical test shooting. 








Goes to Pockets 


au Continued from page 7 j=—< 


alert, as well informed people 
as any to be found anywhere in 
the industry. They are as fine a 
reservoir as exists for future ex- 
ecutive manpower in all phases 
of our operations—including pro- 
duction and sales operations. Yet, 
when there are cutbacks in our 
industry, when there is a wave of 
firings, the first people to be let out 
are advertising and publicity men.” 
Negotiations On 


Speaking extemporaneously, 
Youngstein at one point put him- 
self on a unique spot. Although he 
is now in the process of nego- 
tiating a new contract with the 
Screen Publicists Guild—he’s rep- 
ping UA management, of course— 
he stated flatly that ad-pub staff- 
ers are underpaid. SPG members 
in the audience obviously were 
delighted to hear this. 
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Broadway Beat 








merchandising job for department, 
specialty and general stores, via 
extra added chatterers pitching for 
the Xmas trade, but it was per- 
force haphazard because of the in- 
ability to properly spotlight it. 

In the case of show biz events, 
the sudden ‘rush for tickets for 
“Kismet” at the Ziegfeld Theatre, 


following its last Thursdays (3) | 


premiere, was unusual tribute to 


the power of radio-TV_ ballyhoo. | 


The long queues at the Ziegfeld 


boxoffice were polled by VARIETY 


and the invariable result was that 


radio-TV plugging accounted for’ 


the sharp public interest. Steve 
Allen's post-premiere WNBT show; 
Bill Leonard’s CBS news flashes; 


and the postscript comments by | 
the Mr. & Sirs. breakfast teams 


like The Fitzgeralds, Dorothy & 
Dick ‘Kollmar! and Tex & Jinx 
were specifically mentioned. There 
was seemingly wnawareness or un- 
concern that, unlike the other mi- 
crophonic encomiums, the Allen 
show was a paid commercial. 
Kerr-Lederer Tangle 

To further enliven “Kismet,” a 

“Today” NBC-TV network hassle 


between N. Y. Herald Tribune dra- | 


ma critic Walter F. Kerr and pro- 
ducer Charles Lederer is hot show 
biz news. Done in three separate 
segments—for the east, the mid- 


west and west coast markets—the | 


Kerr vs. Lederer bandying grew 
increasingly sharper. Moderator 


_ —————— 


Radio-TV’s Last Word 

New York radio-TV, which 
has been taking on the bulk of 
advertising and news coverage 
Guring the strike of photo-en- 
gravers against six N. Y. news- 
papers, had the last word after 
ail, following settlement of the 
walkout yesterday afternoon 
(Tues.). 

The returning newspapers 
called at least two Gotham 
Stations to buy spot announce- 
ments informing the public 
that they’d be out the follow- 
ing ‘Wed.) morning. The Times 
and World-Telegram & Sun 
contracted for a sefies of spots 
on WOR and WCBS to hail 
their return to the stands. 
Journal-American and _ the 
Times bought spots on WGR- 
TV. Thus the last of the 
broadcasters’ additional reve- 
nue came from the papers 
themselves, the very media to 
which the strike-created reve- 
nue will return. 





Dave Garroway, when observing, 
“Il just sit in the middle be- 
tween you.” did this as a matter- 
of-course, but it developed that 


tegrity’ and “lack of integrity” 
made it good TV but also fraught 
with the potentia) of physical lib- 
erties. 

The picture houses, niteries and 
kindred new ventures naturally 
suffered because of the curtailed 
opportunity to ballyhoo any open- 
ings or new b.o. excitement. The 
60th St. Trans-Lux postponed its 
= er amet a ea 
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i scheduled Dec. 5 opening of ‘“An- 
| napurana” because of the no-adver- 
| tising limitations. So did the Latin 
: Quarter, Broadway nitery. 

| The kid glove attitude between 


| the seven struck newspapers ‘actu- | County surrogate in the action of 


/Gerald Shea vs. Edmund C. Grain- 


|ally six, until the Herald Tribune 
| decided to suspend publication “in 


order not to prejudice the other | 


newspapers’ bargaining position’) 
saw the newspapers’ columnists, 
critics, newsmen and the like stay- 
ing off the air. Management 
thought it wise not to risk per- 
|; haps some enthusiastic Broadway 
columnist or other staffers being 
trapped into, or unwittingly ex- 


pressing comment on, the strike | 


issues. 

When the Post’s Earl Wilson ap- 
peared on WMCA deejay Barry 
Gray’s program for his seasonal 
March of Dimes pitch—a presched- 


uled ballyhoo for the charity— | 


Wilson quickly shied away when 
he thought Gray wanted to steer 
him into opinion on the labor is- 
sues. ‘Actually he was leading up 
to some Wilson’s past humorous 
newspaper exploits, such as cover- 
ing a-nudist convention, and the 
like.) The N. Y. Times’ seasonal 
Neediest Cases, a _ pre-Yuletide 
fundraising, was likewise stymied, 
but Walter- Winchell trailerized it 
on his Sunday night broadcasts. 
(The Herald Trib meantime has 


resumed publication, not having | 


been effected by the photo-engrav- 
ers’ union in the first place.) 


When the N. Y. Herald Tribune 


newssheet, sans advertising, comics 
or features on Sunday ‘6), at 5c. 
as against the usual 20c Sunday 
| edition, it reprinted Editor & Pub- 


| lisher’s outspoken editorial against ' 


| the strike. ° 


In show biz circles, mama was 
| heard telling papa, “At least, for 


the first time in a long while we're | 


speaking at the breakfast table— 


| you’re not buried behind that durn | 


| newspaper?” 


Lester Martin 
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| records if his request 
| prompted by honorable reasons. 


| His principle behind the book-| the iot obviously cut down on the 
| baring campaign that began in| overall studio overhead. And the) 
| Supreme Court last February, Mar- | distribution end of Col drew 25% 
| tain told Varrety, is based upon) of the grosses. 

| a desire to aid all stockholders by | 


| prevailing upon Columbia to cut) Kramer had at UA had the effect, | the R & H Pic Co. for all produc- 


| 


| Court also approved $25,000 in 


Judge Dismisses Shea 
Mismanagement Charge 
Vs. Grainger, Raftery 


Appellate division of the N.Y. 
Supreme Court, Ist department, 
yesterday ‘Tues.) affirmed the 
referee’s dccision and’ its subse- 
quent approval by the 





ger and Edward C. Raftery. The 


against Shea who had charged 
Grainger and Raftery with mis- 
‘management of the Shea estate. 





expenses for Flynn who spent six 
months determining the facts in 
the case. Shea now has 60 days to} 
appeal. Action of Grainger, whom 
‘Shea dismissed two year's ago when | 
his contract had four years to run, | 
is still pending. Grainger, now 
with RKO Theatres, claims he is} 


wired for stereophonic sound. 











Magna Financing 
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‘entitled to $400 a week and 20° process, new financing deals have 


resumed its eight-page straight | 


cf the Shea circuit's profits. yet to be set. - 
When M. A. Shea, head of the; Whether the lack of additional 
Shea chain, died in 1940, he ap-| capital will stall production fol- 
pointed Grainger, Raftery and) low-through on “Oklahoma” re- 
Dennis F. O’Brien as trustees for mains to be seen. Also, there’s the 
a ten-year period. In 1951, as they | possibility of alternate money pro- 
completed their accounting, Gerald | posals from Magna which would 


Shea, Shea’s son-in-law, accused be more immediately acceptable to , 


the trustees of mismanagement. | financiers. 
Matter went to court, and Flynn | 
report last February. Bronx | scheduled to begin in January, 
County Surrogate Christopher Mc- | shooting is slated for next March 
Grath affirmed the report which|or April and it’s figured that the 
Shea appealed. Former Surrogate | film could be completed in time 
\James A. Delahanty argued for|for exhibition in January, 1955. 
Shea before the Supreme Court. | This entry, incidentally, will be 
lensed for standard 35m presenta- 
tion in addition to 65m. It will be 
|made under the aegis of Rodgers 
/& Hammerstein Pictures, Inc., 
;with Arthur Hornblow Jr. in 
charge of production and Fred Zin- 











Stanley Kramer 


Continued from page 3 Gee 
mer was to make 30 films in five nemann as director, 
years with Col to finance and dis- Road Sh First 
tribute. A rewrite of this pact fol- oa ows Firs 
lowed. His nine Col releases have| Plan outlined ‘to Wall Streeters 
had disappointing impact. But the | calls for roadshowing of “Oklaho- 
point insiders underline is that | ma” in 65m in advance of conven- 
these pix, while measuring short of | tional exhibition in 35m. George 
original hopes, shaped not too bad | Skouras, one of the Magna pards 
in dollar-sign respectability. .in a complex corporate setup, has 

“Death of a Salesman,” for one, | been quoted as predicting a gross 
‘is close to $1,100,000 in domestic | of $12,000,000 in the first year of 
distribution income. No world-| release. He anticipates this on the 
‘beater, but nonetheless, no failure basis of runs in 30 cities, 6,000,000 
either. admissions and a price scale of up 











Further, while the production to $2.50 top. Exec further conveyed | 


‘unit is in the red as a result of |te observers that the second year 
| those first nine films, there were Of release could bring $35,000,000 


were some plusses for Col from another | from 20,000,000 admissions. 


|viewpoint. Kramer's activity on The Terms 


Magna has the worldwide distri- 
| bution rights to “Oklahoma” for 
| 10 years. Company is to pay R & H 


| $1,020,000 for the lensing rights to 
The string of consistent successes | the musical and isto reimburse 


| expenses and pay its security via then-and-now contrast, Of caus- tion costs. 
holders fair and regular dividends. | ing trade exaggeration of losses re- | 


R & H Pic ‘To. will have 40° 


“We're interested in dividends,” he | sulting from his production work- | of Magna’s pre-tax earnings from 


| emphasized, 
| for officers.” 
His Basic Suggestion 


| Martin, whose investment firm’s | turn to smiles. 
perhaps he was clairvoyant not to holdings are primarily in the tex-| — 
have encouraged any further prox-}tile field, reiterated a suggestion pix but “letters of intention” be- | 
imity between the producer and he made at Col’s annual meet last | tween Kramer and 
the critic. Language such as “in-| February that the company shrink! make it clear that the 
| its capitalization by purchasing its| Kramer product for UA will be the Theatre Guild at 
This | added in the future. In an ar- | £420,000. 
would be a factor,, he opined, in| rangement set up by UA, the Wal- | 
‘preventing dilution of stock when'ter Heller factoring company ofthese: 60% 
_share options are exercised by em- | Chicago will provide the financing, learnings; 75° 


| stock on the open market. 


| 


| ployees who hold 


them. 
value last winter. 

“But nov’s the time to cut ex- 
holders,” Martin stressed, since it 
appears that Columbia will have 
the studio’s ‘‘From Here to Eter- 

Old Films Valued 


Another Col asset which Martin 
believes should be activat@ for 





firm’s old films. These, he esti- 
mates, are worth “at least $20,000.- 


Meantime, with the company’s an- 
nual meet scheduled for Dec. 21 
he said he has no plans for a proxy 
| fight to displace the management 
| but is nerely interested in getting 
ithe stockholder as fair 





ition of the company. 

Martin, whose investment firm 
also acts as sales agents for cotton 
i textile mills, has a background in 
| that field as well as public utilities. 
|He has substantial holdings in 
| Phillips-Jones Corp., makers of 
| Van Heusen shirts, and served fer 
eight years as member of a stock- 


“and not big salaries! out at Col. 


, tained while working on the Col 
penses for the benefit of stock-, lot. From now on, he’s expected | maining 25° in Todd-A.O. is held 
,to turn out films at the rate of two 


one of its biggest years, if not the | 
biggest, what with top pictures like | 


nity” leading the boxoffice parade. | 


000 and possibly up to $60,000,000.” | 


shake | 
| through a more businesslike opera- | 


’ : a | 
|holders’ committee of the New) 


|England Public Service Corp 

without compensation. Wasser- 
| Vogel cited his efforts in that 
capacity as “substantial benefit” to 
INEPSC shareholders, 


,;he was eminently successful. 


There is a deficit, to | cistribution, computed after the 
be sure, but “Caine” is raising the | film-rights payment is made. Also, 
possibility that the frowns may | R & H share in Magna corporate 


; earnings to the extent of their 
Pact with UA covers only two! stock interest. 


Originally, R & H had 60% of 
the distrib | the “Oklahoma” film rights, and 

other | later picked up the 40° held by 
a cost of 
Magna’s income. sources. are 
of the distribution 
interest on a 5% 


He with the first two films cross-colat- | admission royalty on attendance at 
pointed out that Col common was | erallized against each other. 


| selling at legs than 70° of its book | 


;any Todd-AO process showings; 
heavy production sked he main-/|will lease, sell and 


| : service theatre 
, equipment for the systém. The re- 


iby American Optical Co. 
a year, or three pix every two | 


years. He’s now negotiating for a 
literary property and figures on A ti 
adaptation of this as his first new | 13 
UA release. | rgen ine 

Kramer personally points out |«—_ Continued from page 5 somes 
that he will now be able to pro- | 




















iduce “hand-tooled, hand-tailored |. °7* is Teal competition by all 
the benefit of shareholders is the} 


a i b | producers her com- 
—— — a hee to suit to- beosie in de oe 
ay’s accent on big pictures. At Candidates f _ / ai 
Columbia he was committed te | «og mea dake” Geen oath 
middle bracket pictures. Joaquin Perez Fernandez and his 
Pepese’ — Quintrala” (Hugo del 
: ‘arril), based on a historic Chilean 

wai aii ay sage Dec. 8. episode, and “Haunted Island” 
- ; an 3 / Tamer is going back | (primarg), by a new outfit which 
In 0 indie production When he! pought an island on River Uruguay 
severs connection with Columbia 





Forms New Company 


bver , to use as settings for pix. Of the | 
within the next two weeks. Pro-/| 43 films now Reitine these eI 
/ducer has filed incorporation pa- | ‘ said 


; 'the only pix which c ai 
pers in Sacramento for a new com- | have te ee ae jen hs 
pany, Stanley Kramer Pictures | »arket. “Island” was delayed in 
Corp., with himself as president, | production because heavy rains 
Samuel Zagon as veepee, Anne | flooded the river. . 
Kramer as_ secretary and Earl One of the biggest headaches for 
Kramer as treasurer. His former | local producers is the difficulty en- 
partners, Sam Katz and George | countered in obtaining necessary 
Glass, are not in the new company. | equipment for production. There 

Kramer is discussing distribution | is a dearth of cameras. lighting 
deals with United Artists and one | equipment and other studio acces- 
of the major companies but the! sories. Many producers now use 
consensus is that he will resume/ the three cooperative technical 
his old association with UA, where crews set up by the staffs of the 
i bankrupt studios. 


a 


First Call on Rodgers-Hammerstein 


Summarizing the Magna Redrssenpe ean tay on the basis of plans 
i investors now being romanced. . 
Oe ieet oFicst film, “Oklahoma,” skedded to start rolling in 
' March or April. Exhibition is slated for January, 1955. Magna has 
first-refusal rights to other Richard Rodgers-Oscar Hammerstein 
picturizations of their Broadway legiters. ja. 

Test work—Outsiders invited to Buffalo saw three color reels pro- 
Bronx| jected on a 25-year-old Philips machine converted for 65m. This 
footage resembled “This Is Cinerama”’ in subject matter, covering 
a roller-coaster ride, a bull fight, gondola ride on canal in Venice 
and, providing an advance peek at “Oklahoma,” a ride on a surrey 
‘Teferee, Jack Flynn, had found|+ “with fringe on top” and a cowboy riding through cornfields. 
< Reaction—“In dramatic impact, it was fully comparable with 
Cinerama.” according to one outside observer. 

Theatre installation costs—Magna claims that converting to the 
single-projector, widescreen system will mean an expense of $15,000 
to the average theatre. This assumes that the theatre already has 





Trucker Admits Double 


Charge Where Feature 
Is in Two Packages 


Columbus, Dec. 8. 
Huntington-Cincinnati Trucking 
Lines presented its witnesses be- 
fore Ohio’s Public Utilities Com- 
mission Monday (7) afternoon in a 
hearing in which the Independent 


| Theatre Owners of Ohio is de- 
Rehearsals for “Oklahoma” are | 


manding refunds for alleged over- 
charges on film hauling rates. 

ITO presented its case last week 
and Robert A. Wile, its executive 
secretary, has high hopes that a 





Kramer is switching from the|75% in Todd-A.O. Corp., which | 


decision favoring refunds to ex- 
hibitors will be forthcoming from 
the commission. 

Both sides have been given 30 
days in which to file briefs. De- 
cision may come around Feb. 1. 

Truck line witnesses insist film 
hauling is interstate commerce but 


i did not point out any specific in- 
'stances. They also admit to charg- 


ing double rates for a feature if it 
is in two packages. ITO insists 
the feature should be treated as a 
single shipment. 

More than $6,000 refund could 
be gained by Ohio exhibitors if the 
commission rules’ against the 
trucking line. ~ 
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Glorifying Bums 
| Continued from page 2 


jhe said he was alarmed by the 
trend in this country to dramatize 
the exploits of criminals. He com- 
mented particularly on radio and 
television programs which give all 
the lurid details of criminal esca- 
pades, very often in terms of ap- 
proval. He referred to “the trash 
involving crime and sadism which 
had flooded the markets in the 
form of comic books.” 
Lifelong Pickpocket 

Rogers referred to his own re- 
cent experience with a picture he 
|had seen. He did not name the 
ifilm, but said: “A few weeks ago 
| saw a movie which was entirely 
devoted to making a hero out of 
a man who was a common pick- 
| pocket and had spent his whole life 
,as such. The point which impressed 
i;me about the movie was that at 
each opportunity the no-good thief 
was treated with great sympathy. 
|Aside from picking pockets his 
| avocation seemed to be baiting po- 
‘lice officers and siapping women. 
|All his motives were dictated by 
; hatred of the police and when the 
;movie finally ended, through no 
\fault of his own, he had the last 
jlaugh on the police. The final 
|scene showed him in the police 
station telling the police officers 
how stupid they were. Personally, 
|I do not see much justification in 
ithis type of movie which glorifies 
|a dishonest bum.” 
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Landau, Ross Buy Out Prockter’s 
PSI, Eye Own New Distrib Setup 








Long-pending sale of Bernard¢ 
Prockter’s syndication arm, PSI, | 
was finally consummated over the 
weekend, with Ely Landau, head of 


TV Film Chatter 





Ely Landau, Inc., and Martin Ross, 
prexy of Emperor Films, buying 
complete ownership of the firm for 
a sum reported well into six fig- 
ures. Four half-hour dramatic se- 
ries, a quarter-hour sports series 
and 68 features passed hands in the 
deal. 

Landau and Ross will continue to 
operate the firm under the PSI 
name for a while, with Landau 
as prexy and Ross as secretary and 
sales chief. It’s understood, how- 
ever, that they are planning a new 
distribution firm under which the 
PSI properties and Landau’s and 
Ross’ vidpix properties will be sold 
by a single distributing corpora-| 
tion. 

Deal had been in the works for , 
some time, but others had also} 
been bidding for the Prockter prod- 
uct. Prockter sales outfit had been 
disbanded, and Prockter has indi- 
cated that Fe’s through with the 
distribution end of the business 
from now on. Understood, how- 
ever, that part of the deal calls | 
for Landau and Ross to distribute | 
those of the Prockter productions 
which will be syndicated. Prock- 
ter, of course, retains his Prockter 
Television Enterprises, which pro- 
duces live and filmed shows. 

Part of the financing for the deal 
was furnished by Joseph D. Blau, 
president of Safeway Investment | 








t 


Co., a  factoring-financing outfit. 
Blau has no interest in the new 
firm, however, with Landau and 
Ross holding 100°¢ of the stock. 
Blau in the past has helped finance 
several of Landau’s productions, 


(Continued on page 46) 


Liv’s ‘No. 13 Hits 
A Vidpix Snag In 
‘Mr. D.A. Lawsuit 


With 12 TV film series already 
under its syndication belt, the 
Frederic Ziv Operation is now pre- 








New York 


Animated Productions completed 

a series of filmed spots with 
limited animation for Margo Wines, 
via the J. M. Korn agency .. . 
Commonwealth Film & TV Co. is 
again pushing two features, “Stage 
Door Canteen” and “Miracle on 
Main Street,” as a Christmas 
package .. Veronica Kay and 
Brian Dunn doing commercials for 
U. S. Rubber ... Arthur Kerman, 
president of Governor Television 
Attractions, left for the Coast over 
the weekend for a production 0.0. 
_. . Ed Simmel, former Ruthrauff 
& Ryan producer, has been named 
southern sales rep for United Tele- 
vision Programs and will operate 
out of the newly organized Mem- 
phis office . . . Ronald Alter set to 
film Lucky Strike commercials. . 
Lisa Howard winds her role ia 
“Man Against Crime” series to step 
into a lead in one of NBC's “Inner 
Sanctum” telefilm episodes .. .| 
Tom Gray, Claudia Crawford and | 
Veronica Kay doing American Ma- | 
chine & Foundry commercials for | 
“Omnibus.” 
Broadway actress Natalie Schafer | 
(Continued on page 46) | 
| 
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UPA In SG Exit, — 
Stepping Up Sales 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 

United Productions of America 
will step up sharply its commercial 
sales activities, in TV spots and 
filmed announcements in New 
York and the eastern seaboard, 
following failure of the cartoonery 
and Screen Gems to get together 
on a new contract. Screen Gems 
had acted as sales rep for UPA’s 
one- and two-minute filmed spots 
for the past two years. 

Under the new setup, William 
Bernal of UPA’s creative and film! 
planning staff moves into N.Y. as 
sales rep. He reports directly to 
Don McCormick, UPA’s Gotham 
studio chief. Firm’s entertainment | 
cartoons are done in Burbank, 
while the Gotham studio turns out 











paring its 13th venture—a vidpix .commercials for such clients as 


series based on the long-running 


“Mr. District Attorney” radio 
series. 
But a _ last-minute monkey 


wrench has been thrown into the 
vidfilm project. with the series put 
i abevance pending outcome of a 
three-way lawsuit to determine 
whether Ziv also has the right to 
Froduce a “D.A.” radio series. 

It appears that Ziv acquired the 
tights for the vidpix series from 
Phillips H. Lord. with a supple- 
mentary deal made in which the 
Bernard L. Schubert packaging 
firm would take over production 
oO! a radio series. 

However. when the Schubert 
radio project reportediy hit a 
stalemate. Ziv also moved in to 
take over the AM property as well 
as the TV film project. Schubert, | 
it's understood, refuses to relin- 
quish his hold on the series, with 
the subsequent filling of a lawsuit 
against him. Litigation has yet to 
be resolved. 


HTS Names R. G. Yates 


Eastern Sales Veepee. 


Richard G. Yates, formerly assis- 
stant sales chief for Republic Pic- 
tures, last week was named vee 
pee in charge of castern sales for 
Hollywood Television Service, Inc., 
a Rep subsidiary. His appoint- 
ment was announced by HTS prez 
Earl R. Collins. 

Yates assumes the post previ- 
ously held by Morton W. Scott. Lat- 
ter now heads Studio City Televi- 
sion Productions, which will re- 
Jease all of its telepix through HTS. 
Yates will also act as executive as- 
sistant to Collins. 

Meanwhile, Collins revealed that 
within a month HTS will market 
a series tagged “The Greatest Out- 
laws of the Century.” It will con- 
sist of “Billy the Kid,” “Belle 
Starr,” ‘Frank and Jesse James” 
and “Quantrill and His Raiders.” 
Some five other series are said to 


)space suit, with King, but the kid 


General Motors, Johnson's Wax, 
Jello, Jergens Lotion, Lucky 
Strike, Chesterfield, Crisco, Moto- 
rola, Camel's, Elgin,- Ivory Soap, 
Duffy-Mott and scores of other ad- 
vertisers. 

UPA will continue to release its 
theatrical cartoon series through 
Columbia, which owns Screen 
Gems. Latter’s v.p.-general~ man- 
ager Ralph Cohn, however, had 
asked for a five-year pact, but 
UPA prexy Steven Bususiow nixed 
the deal 


‘hee eng ei aceanheiadaaai | 
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JOHNNY JUPITER ! 
Martin Stone’s “Johnny Jupiter” 
vidpix series, which has been 
transformed from a live aduit 
satire to as film series with. a, 
strictly juve slant for M & M Can- 
dies in 85 markets, stt!! hasn't 
realized its potential in its new 
format. Series has built some 
readily identifiable and merchan- 
disable characters, and its approach 
seems like something out of a comic 
book ‘which isn’t bad when it’s 
juves a show is aiming at), but pro- 
ducer Stone and scripters Jerry 
Coopersmith and Sam Rockingham 
apparently haven't decided just 
what direction the series will take. | 
Episode caught last week on 
WABC-TV, N.Y., for example, had 
all the elements of situation com- 
edy, science-fiction, a puppet show | 
and downright» slapstick. Wright 
King, as Ernest Duckweather, 
grocery store clerk and inventor, 
runs into a problem when he’s left 
with Michael Mann, a_ problem | 
child nephew of the woman who’s | 
running the local cleanup cain-, 
paign. King’s boss, Cliff Hall, who! 
wants to win the cleanliness prize, 
leaves Mann, a little demon in a 


proceeds to mess up the place just 
as the committee is about to come | 


,;in to judge the store. King, who's 


invented a television transmitter 
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Stanton Heads 


NBC Film Sector; 
Ted Sisson Aide 


Carl M. Stanton was officially 
moved in on Monday (7) as director 
in charge of the NBC Film Divi- 
sion where he replaces v.p. Robert 
W. Sarnoff who became executive 
veep of the network and second in 
command to new prexy Sylvester 
L. (Pat) Weaver Jr. One of Stan- 
ton’s first activities was drafting 
Edgar G. (Ted) Sisson from N. W. 
Aver ad agency to serve as his 
first lieutenant with title of asso- 
ciate director. Sisson had been 
with the agency for the last four 
years where he’s been in charge 


/of programs and programming for 


radio and TV. 

Meantime, one of the division’s 
biggest clicks is turning out to be 
“Inner Sanctum” well before the 


\finish of its 39-pic schedule (21 


already are wrapped up by Gala- 
had Productions). It’s been sold in 
44 markets and is on the air in 
six of them. Latest sales were to 
Walter J. Klein agency for six 
major markets in North and South 
Carolina and to Purity Biscuits for 
Salt Lake City, Boise, Reno, Phoe- 
nix and Tucson. 


Eddy Arnold’s Telepix 





Western singer Eddy Arnold has | 


been signed for one of the longest 
tiimed tele series around. He’s 
been pacted for 130 five-minute 
shows which Purina Ralston will 
sponsor. . 

William Morris Agency set the 
deal. 


puppet-character friends, Johnny 
Jupiter and Major Domo, for help, 
and they send down Reject the 
Robot to save the situation. 


Film was pretty much on the! 
whacky, comedy chase side, and! 


it's this that’s likely to appeal to 
the kiddies. King’s a 
youngster with a slight drawl who 
carries a good deal of appeal, and 
the Reject character, should draw 
the moppets’ fancy via its intricate 
armory and its burp method of 
speaking. Hall is a stock comic 
character, and Patricia Peardon is 
likeable as his daughter and King’s 
girlfriend. 

Howard Magwood’'s 
kept things moving at a frantic 
pace, and other production values 
were good, including film quality. 
One source of annoyance, however, 
was fact that King did the M & M 
commercials in the same costume 
he uses during the course of the 
film. Theory of the integrated 
commercial backfires here, since 
the cuts to the blurbs are a little 
confusing. Series isn’t available to 
local sponsors yet, but will be on 
first and second run basis in the 
near future. Chan, 


GEN. ELECTRIC THEATRE 

The production team of Clarence 
Green and Russell Rouse has made 
some Siartling and unorthodox pic- 











New Telepix Shows 








THE JOE PALOOKA STORY 

With Joe Kirkwood, Cathy Downs, 
Sid Tomack, Slapsy Maxie Ro- 
senbloom, others 

Producers: Richard -Bare, William 
Berke 

Directors: Bare, others 

Writers: Various 

39 half-hours, budgeted at $25,000 


each 
Distributor: Guild Films 


Guild Films’ new Joe Palooka 
series, which goes into release Jan. 
1 on a syndicated basis, shapes as 
a strong commercial entry, due 
largely to the Ham Fisher comic 
strip’s estimated 70,000,000 reader- 
ship. Series itself travels along 
conventional lines, with pretty 
much stereotyped story lines and 
characters. 


Series is built for family pro- 
gramming, and it should succeed 
along this line nicely. It’s not 
slanted exclusively at juves, al- 
though youngsters will form a 
major part of the audience, and 
it stresses the usual points of 
honest, clean living, etc. that have 
characterized the comic strip. In 
this respect, it’s a good sponsor- 
ship bet, and it has a readity iden- 
tifiable group of characters with 
whom a sponsor ¢an build a long- 
term identity. 


Of episodes caught, however, 
only one rang the bell with any 
impact, this being a dramatic seg- 
ment wherein Palooka’s wife gets 
amnesia in an accident and finally 
is snapped out of it. There was 
some excellent fight footage in this 
one. Other episodes had such fa- 
miliar themes as a phony charity 
racket and an unhappy trip to 
Hollywood. 

On the thesping side, Joe Kirk- 
wood, who’s been identified with 
Palooka before via theatrical films 
‘he’s also associate producer on 
this series) fills the bill nicely. He’s 
also associate producer on_ this 
series) fills the bill nicely. He’s a 
goodlooking, well built gent with 
a sufficient degree of acting ability 
to get the goodness in the char- 





likeable | 


direction | 


acter across strongly. Cathy Downs 

| does a fine job as the other half, 
|and Sid Tomack proves a believ- 
able Knobby Walsh. Slapsy Maxie 
Rosenbloom is in the series as 
Palooka's trainer, but he’s short- 
changed with some unfunny lines. 
Remaining cast members vary with 
each episode, but most are familiar 
film faces. 

Production-wise, series is good. 
Stories, while not very original, 
move quickly anti have plenty of 
action. Richard Bare, who left the 
series after the dozen mark, kept 
the films well paced on the direc- 
torial end and didn’t spare the 
production trappings. Film quality 
| is good. 

Show shapes as an early evening 
; entry, at a time when juves and 
adults can be reached at their sets. 
and would show best in a Saturday 
, evening slot. Chan, 








THE GREATEST DRAMA 

| Producer: Fox Movietone-General 
| Telecasting 

, Supervisor: Jack Kuhne 

| Producer-Writer: Michael Sklar 


000 each 
GEN. TIRE & RUBBER 

(37 Markets) 
| Distributor: Fox Movietone 
| (D’Arcy) 

General Telecasting (a 
sister company of General Tele- 
radio, which owns most of Mutual 
and three TV and seven AM sta- 
| tions) has gotten together with 
Fox Movietone News to produce 
this series of 15-minute 
biogs of great Americans. It was 
intended primarily as an advertis- 
ing vehicle for General Tire deal- 
ers, who have bought the series 
in 37 markets, and it’s also avail- 
able to other clients over the rest 
of the country. 
| Series is a compilation of Fox 


ures for early evening or Sunday 
slotting. Its appeal to adults is 
beyond question, but it’s also a 
useful educational vehicle for the 
younger set, and it’s one they 
won’t find at all tough to —* 
wan, 


COLONEL MARCH OF SCOT- 
LAND YARD 

With Boris Karloff, Ewan Roberts, 
others 

Producer: Panda Productions, Ltd. 

Producer: Hannah Weinstein 

Director: Marty Ritt 

Writers: Various 

26 half-hours 


Distributor: Official Films 

Official Films has gome up with 
a winner in “Colonel March of 
Scotland Yard,” a new English- 
made series based on stories and 
a character created by whodunit 
writer John D.ckson Carr and 
Starring Boris Karloff. It’s a col- 
lection of offbeat mystery yarns 
with Karloff assuming a distinct 
character that has a socko video 
potential. 

As Colonel March, head of Scot- 
land Yard’s Department of Queer 
Complaints, Karloff portrays an 
elderly urbane gent, well versed 
in all the social and intellectual 
amenities, but quick with the de- 
tection. He wears an eyepatch that 
reminds of the Hewitt, Ogilvy, 
Benson & Mather ads for Van 
Heusen shirts, and this adds to the 
distinctiveness and uniqueness of 
the character. British thesp Ewan 
Roberts provides a contrast as a 
prosaic-looking police inspector. 


Episode caught was a tightly- 
paced yarn about the murder of a 
night club dancer who’s a specialist 
in Javanese folk dances. This set- 
ting provides an eerie atmosphere 
to the pic that sits well with the 
Karloff character. Director Marty 
Ritt caught the mood and built 
some ténse and exciting moments 
while keeping the story line mov- 
ing quickly and fluidly. 

Series is produced in England 
by the Hannah Weinstein-headed 
Panda Productions. Understood 
Karloff, while not holding an in- 
terest in Panda, gets a cut of the 
take. Judging from the film caught, 
he ought to do right well from the 
series. Production values are ex- 
cellent, film quality good. 

Series shapes as a good buy for 
beer or drug sponsors, and it seems 
best fitted for a late-night slot. 
First 26 half-hours are currently 
available and some 40-odd markets 
have already been sold Chan. 


WIND UP 6 ‘DRAMA’ 
SEGS FOR GEN. TIRE 








| casting 


First six quarter-hours in the 
new Fox Movietone-General Tele- 
series, “The Greatest 


| Drama,” are in the can and pro- 


|26 quarter-hours; budgeted at $4,-. 


é ; subsid | 
,of General Tire & Rubber Co. and | 


telepic | 


{duction on the remaining 20 is 


| proceeding at the rate of one a 


week, according to Telecasting exec 
v. p. Dwight Martin. Series, which 
has started in three markets and 
hes been sold to General Tire & 
Rub; er dealers in 37 cities, was 
made available for syndication last 
week. 

Deal for the 37 General Tire 
markets was set via the D’Arcy 
agency, but it’s largely a house 
order, since General Telecasting is 
a wholly-owned General Tire sub- 
sidiary, headed by Tom O'Neil 
(also prexy of Mutual and General 
Teleradio). Dealers are going in 
on a co-op basis, splitting the cost 
with the parent firm. It’s General 
Telecasting’s first plunge into vid- 
| pix, with the series jointly owned 
by Telecasting and Fox. 

Series is a compilation of Fox 
newsreel footage drawn into biogs 
of American celebrities. Already 





'in the can are biopics of Gen, 


/newsreel clips, with a script by | 


writer-producer Michael Sklar, 
good narration by various voices 
and a good scoring. Among shows 
caught were biopics of Babe Ruth. 
Gen. Douglas MacArthur and Will 
Rogers. Others in the series in- 
|clude Admiral Richard Byrd and 
| Henry Ford. 

| Films shipe as topnotch fare 
|for an institutional or hard goods 
| advertiser, and in fact, a fine se- 
|ries for any bankroller. Fox has 
done an excellent job of compiling 
| and restoring its footage, and 
| Sklar’s scripts and production with 
| Jack Kuhne’s overall supervision 
| make the series a living testament 
|to their subjects. The Babe Ruth 
| episode in particular, was a deeply 
j}moving segment, with Sklar's 
script aiming for sentiment and 
capturing it in spades, 


be in various stages of production. ‘shut: reaches dupiter,- ealte hie two 4 -- + 4 Continued on- page 46> =~ - +b - es- progranr fare: the “series-fid- 


Douglas MacArthur, Will Rogers, 
Babe Ruth, Henry Ford and Ad- 
miral Richard Byrd. Movietone 
will handle non-General Tire sales 
on the films, with the price for the 
films established in most markets 
at about 60° of the quarter-hour 


| Class A rate of the station. 





Edw. G. Robinson, Bischoff 
Team for Telepix Debuts 


Hollywood, Dee. 9. 

Edward G. Robinson will star in 
a dramatic vidpix series to be pro- 
duced by Sam Bischoff, in a vene 
ture marking the telepix debuts for 
both. 

Bischoff will personally finance 
and produce the pilot. Package is 
being handled by the William Mor- 
‘gis epeney* ss f* See tribe 
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Vidpix Producers Face a Dilemma 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 

How many firstrun personality telepix can producers make with- 
out reaching the point where reruns in secondary markets are being 
jeopardized? That's the problem facing vidpix producers here, 
with Hal Roach Jr. already quitting “Racket Squad” because, with 
98 in can, he fears he will harm residual potential if he continues. 
At Mark VII they’re wondering how many “Dragnet” pix can be 
made without facing the same problem. They've got 78 canned 
and while series is now being rerun, it’s still a poser for the com- 
any. 

: Revue Productions ponders the same problem with its “City De- 
tective” series starring Rod Cameron. Most notable example is 
William Boyd Productions, which recently finished 26 “Hopalongs.” 
Eyed the residual situation, and called an indefinite halt to pro- 
duction, Boyd’s manager and associate producer, Bob Stabler, says 
“Don't think we'll resume in predictable future,” making clear 
he meant neither 1954 nor 55. Stabler says firm now has 54 hour- 
long theatrical pix and 52 half-hour telepix, all distribted by NBC. 

“If we make any more Hopps we'll be in the position of compet- 
ing against our own product.” Features are now in 65 markets and 
vidpix in 55, with some stations buying both. “Features are our 
chief competition so to make further telepix would merely further 
snarl situation.” He thinks 78 is absolute maximum which can be 
made in “personality” series without jeopardizing residuals. 

Statler thinks it would be far easier for shows such as “Dragnet” to 
rerun a third year around, averring syndication has shown there’s 
a sizeable rerun audience. This would not only save the sponsor 
a lot of coin but net Mark VII about $25,000 per show. 

Boyd, at 58, has lifetime annuity from vidpix and theatrical pix. 
Only outstanding debt is $600,000 loaned by Bankers Trust to fi- 
nance last 26 telepix. This is partly repaid since NBC already has 
some contracts. Boyd is planning a series of overseas personals 
next year beginning with a spring tour of Australia, to launch an 
exploitation-merchandising campaign. 


COST BIG FACTOR 
IN EUROPE UPBEAT 


By BOB CHANDLER 
Foreign production of telepix for 
American consumption has risen 
over the past several months to 


SEAS VIDPIX 


STAKE 








‘Passerby’ Telepix Set 
| For New Cycle of 39 





an alltime peak, with a conserva- 
tively estimated $10,000,000 either 
currently invested or committed to 
the filming of at least a dozen se- 
ries Overseas. Nature of the over- 


sponsible, since most of the series 
have been earmarked for direct 
syndication without the pressures 
and prejudices that can be exerted 
on a national client or network. 
Key factor in the overseas up- 
beat, which is centered in Europe 
and more specifically in Paris, is 
the relaxed policy of the film 
unions and the AFL Hollywood 
Film Council on production abroad. 
Question came to a head last 
spring, when a rise in the quantity 
of o’seas production brought a 
'clampdown by the Council, tien 
| headed by Roy Brewer. The Coun- 
, cil and the foreign producers bat- 
| tled it out, with a subsequent re- 











Residual Gold Mostly a Myth— 


,laxation of pressure by the Coun- 
;cil. Brewer is ne lenger in the 
picture, and Council pressure on 
production abroad is now negligi- 
ble. 


Overseas production is in the 


Goode; Decries Telepix Pressures si Some 2 


ropean and some American, but 
with all the product aimed at the 





Hollywood, Dec. 8. 


Live TV is far more stimulating. 
provocative and controversial in SECOND THIRD RUNS 
its presentation than film video, | ? 
mainly because telepix producers | 
are not fully utilizing the advan- 
tages of celluloid, but are still liv- 
ing the illusion that action, not 
emotion, is the great thing. | 

So avers Richard Goode, one of 
the regular directors on “Lux 


, American market. Granddaddy of 
| the outfits is Sheldon Reynolds 
Productions, which is in its third 


year of turning out “Foreign In- 

SWELL WEISS CROSS trigue”’ for Ballantine's spot spread. 
Hollywood, Dec. 8. 

Opening of new markets and rate of 39 a year. Another busy 
new stations in older markets, plus OUtfit is the Ed Gruskin-Martin 
general recognition of the value of 


Reynolds shoots in Scandinavia. 
France and West Germany at the 


Poll Inter-Continental TV Films. 
which has just completed the first 


Video Theatre” on CBS-TV, which | second and third runs of syndi- batch of 26 “Flash Gordon” films 
shifted to Hollywood from N. Y. this | cated pix, has boosted the gross for the Film Syndication Division 
year. Of the vidpix producers, he business of Louis Weiss & Co. vid-| Of Motion Pictures for Television 
say's, “the myth of residual rights is | pix distributors about 55°: over 12 West Berlin and now moves to 
still their best argument.” To this, | that of last year. Adrian Weiss, | Paris for shooting on “Rendezvous 
he adds that in his opinion only | distribution director of the com-/| Paris” for Studio Films, the new 
the best, or about 2° of the vid-| pany, predicted that the upbeat Ben Frye-Sam Costello outfit. 


pix shows, will draw any healthy | trend that the firm has experienced 


residual moola. 


Another top overseas producer 


|during the past three months is the Burt Balaban-headed Prin- 


Goode, who said CBS’ Televi-| Would be continued through 1954.) cess Films, which between now 
sion City is far superior to any- | making it “an even better year and next July will turn out 26 70- 


thing N. Y. has to offer, noted that | than this one.” 
live TV takes advantage of its con- | 


minute feature films for distribu- 


Firm’s estimate is based on the tion by Vitapix Corp., the station- 


# - = i : © B fant a § “NCEE 
fines with putting its emphasis on| first 10 months of 1953, in which owned distributing rig erenes - 
the relationship of people, deal-| the Weiss features, dramatic series iS shooting in Munich. Another 


ing with emotion. In film, he con- | 
tends, it’s impossible to arouse 





and shorts have played on more Paris-made series is “Inspector 
| than 80 stations. Bulk of the busi- Maisret. the French mystery 


deep emotion in 26 minutes ve-/ ness, Weiss said. came from new shows being made by Pathe Cine 


cause there's too much stress on | stations in established markets 
the mechanical aspects, of “get- | 


(Continued on page 46! 


Production resumes in January 


,on 39 more quarter-hours in Ely | 


| Landau’s “The Passerby” dramatic 
| series. First 26 pix in the series 


: L L | were completed some two months | 
seas production is partially re-| 


ago, and are currently in distribu- 
tion. 


| Series will be shot in New York, 
at either the Marion Parsonnet 
| Studios in Long Island City or at 


| Bedford Park Studios in the Bronx. | 
_No casts or scripters have been set | 


yet, but Landau will produce while 


Oscar Rudolph and Jimmy Niel- | 


sen, who directed the first group, 


will meg. Among the writers of the | 


first group were George Axelrod, 
Robert Anderson, Max Wilk and 
Aaron Ruben, and Landau said he'd 
sign most of them for the new 
series. 


Colbert's Vidpix 
50% Ownership 
Setting Formula 


Claudette Colbert's deal wth 
Stanley Wolf, prez of Rockhill 
Productions, for her upcoming ‘but 
still untitled) half-hour vidpix se- 
ries seems to be shaping up as a 
par-for-the-course type of con- 
tractual commitment involving top 
film stars staking a claim in TV 
films. 

Miss Colbert is in for 50° of 
the show's take, thus allowing for 
a cushion on income and a capital 
gains structure in getting off the 
one-fell-swoop tax rap. Star will 
play the role of a widow with a 
14-year-old daughter. Program has 
a $30,000 weekly budget and. al- 
though the whole project is still 
in the blueprint stage as to cast- 
ing, etc.. overtures toward a CBS- 
TV network spread have alreacy 
been initiated. Contract for a syn- 
dication deal with an initial 39- 
market exposure has already been 
;rejected in preference to a net- 
work showcasing 














ting it in the can on time,” with 
little time for rehearsal. Lux Video 


has 27 hours of rehearsal on each 
show. 


“IT don't mean the film form 
can't be good, but under present 
circumstances there is too much 
pressure and too little time for 
them to make a really. good tele- 


OUT SOON! 





fiim,” he said. The director said | 

most scripts from Hollywood writ- 

ers have been nixed because 
(Continued on page 46) 


Guild Cut-Rating 
)2-Week Package 


ciuild Films will inaugurate a 
52-week package deal under which 
Stallons or sponsors can purchase 
the firm's three half-hour vidpix 
Series ata substantially lower rate 
under a firm 52-week package. 
Under the deal, stations can have 
firstrun and rerun rights for the 
°2-week period. Policy was an- | 
nounced following a general sales |} 
Meeting of Guild sales reps over 
the weekend on the launching of | 
the firm’s new “Joe Palooka” 








tet Copy and space reservations may .be sent to ony Variety office 


_  Palooka” films, which went | 
‘nto distribution Monday (7), have | 
aready been set in six markets, « 
With KLAC-TV, Los Angeles, and | fj 
KBT\ Denver, among the major ff! 

| 
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Special exploitation advantages 
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“A to Bring in Telefilm Residual 
Bonanza, Sez Roach; Best Year Ahead 


Hollywood, Dec. 8 

Most promising year in the his- 
tory of telepix looms in 1954 as a 
iresuli of development the past 
eight months of vidpix syndication 
| plus entry into the telepicture of 
| financing from banks and private 
sources, it’s predicted by Hal 
| Roach Jr., one of Hollywood's pio- 
neer telefilm producers. 

Roach said another important 
factor for the future is that some 
producers ‘including himself) are 
only now beginning to cash in on 
the residual value of their proper- 
ties, and that the coin derived 
from these sales will mainly be 
put back into production of new 
| series in the coming year. 

Roach said, “I challenge a!l these 
pessimists who downbeat the in- 
dustry. I feel the tendency all 
along the line is toward sounder 
production. It's true a number of 
producers have fallen by the way- 
side the past year. but a lot of 
these had no place in the business 
in the first place. They came into 
it without proper financing or op- 
erations, and the sponsor today 
‘has changed his mind about every- 
‘body west of the Hudson being a 
producer. 

“The telefilm syndication devel- 
opment approximates motion pic- 
ture distribution of our product, 
and this. along with the banks be- 
ginning financing of our films, has 
all happened quietiy in the past 
‘eight months. It presages a new 
and optimistic peak for telepix. 
and I think we'll see the next vear 
as Hollywood's biggest 

“In the past year the telepix 
business has finally been recog- 
nized as a sound, stable industry, 
and that’s why there has been such 
a tremendous upsurge in financing 
and syndication. But financiers to- 
day won't go into vidpix on a 
‘flyer’ basis. but only after they 
feel sure they have a reliable and 
competent producer to bankroll. 

“With all this taking place. I 
think the trend inevitably is to- 
ward the multiple-picture compa- 
ny, because in this way much cost 
can be saved. a higher degree of 
efficiency attained, with the prod- 
uct usually superior. At our place 
we hke to think we're operating 

(Continued on page 46) 
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layback Pattern 
On ‘Big Playback’ 


With Ethyl Cos 45-market, 26- 
week sponsorship of “The Big 
Playback” series of sports films 
having been completed a couple of 
weeks ago. Screen Gems is offering 
the series for second run in those 
markets. The Columbia Pictures 
subsidiary will also make the film 
available second run in the 30 
markets currently being held by lo- 
cal non-Fthyv! sponsors as their 26- 
week pacts come to an end. Ethyl, 
incidentally, is out of the video 
sponsorship picture until next May, 
since the gasoline firm is strictly a 
regional bankroller 

Series was made last spring at 
the Fox Movietone studios in N. Y. 
with Telenews as co-producer. It 
Stars Bill Stern as narrator and 
emcee, with such guests as Gene 
Tunney and Lou Little. . Telenews 
sports footage was also used in the 


WALTER ABEI. HOSTING 
‘REVAMPED’ FAIRBANKS 


Production was completed last 
week at Sound Masters studios in 
New York on new introductions, 
program breaks and closing seg- 
ments of 39 half-hours in the 
“PDouglas Fairbanks Presents” vid- 
film series, which is being syndi- 
cated by NBC Film Division with 
Water Abel as host under the title 
of “Paragon Playhouse.” 

Frank Dorovan and William 
Crouch directed the insert re- 
WAKES oy %o aURf Fett. m3” 
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Dee} jay Allison ona 


Kick Livens Up Philly Kilocycles 


By NED ARMSTRONG + 


Philadelphia, Dec. 8. 

Within a. wavelength of Amer- 
ica’s famous Independence Hall, a 
disk jockey has been on an inde- 
pendent, anti-Red smear kick for 
the past year and has thereby 
kept this famous little Cradle of 
Liberty rocking. 

Every weekdzy night from 11:15 
p.m. to 2 a.m., Steve Allison has 
been giving the current witchhunt 
a dose of its own medicine — he 
brings people to the microphone | 
to air their hurts and injuries, | 
and, what is even more sensa- | 
tional, sprinkles the word-hash | 
with the paprika of his own 
strongly pro-liberal sentiments. 

The result has been letters and 
phone calls threatening boycotts, | 
such expressions as “you haven't | 
long to live” and a continuing | 
hubbub of citywide commentary 
which has boosted Steve Allison to 
the No. 1 spot here, and made his 
sponsors, the owners of WPEN, 
Harry and Bill Sylk, both Repub- 
licans, gratified. 

Since dejay Allison’s sponsors 
are not only owners of WPEN, but | 
also of a chain of 150 drugstores 
in the Quaker City and its environs, | 
there is, to put it mildly, a lot at 
stake. 

The broadcast, conducted with 
the now accepted informality of 
such radio shows, is run from the 
WPEN studios on the ground floor 
of 2212 Walnut Street, actually the 
rear room of a Sun Ray drug 
store. Working two hand mikes 
en a long table, Allison faces an 
audience seated at typical drug- 
store lunchroom tables and spiels 
his show while waitresses hustle 
in and out with tripledeckers and 
frosteds. Room seats about 150 
persons, and there is usually a) 
jammed house until the end of | 
the show. Quite often the audi- 
ence gets vocal. 

Since Allison first came to; 
Philadelphia in the summer of} 
1951. and since his original show | 
at Lew Tendler’s saloon, the ex- | 
actor (“Call Me Mister”) has | 
been partial to controversy 

However, until quite recently, he 
kept his controversy on a non-poli- 
tical slant. Even with his spiced 
salad, Allison’s rating rose rapidly 
during his first year. 

Switch on McCarthy 

The introduction of the defense 
of civil rights, Allison’s insistence 
that he is against communism but | 
for the rights of the accused, has 
produced a public response by 

(Continued on page 36) 


NBC-TV in Yule 
Spree Vice Berle 


Milton Berle’s three-week layoff 
from his Tuesday night NBC-TV 
Buick show while he honeymoons 
found the network stymied with 
a pre - Christmas programming | 
dilemma. The Dec. 15 time, of) 
course, was resolved with the Bob 
Hope alternating move-in for Gen- 
eral Foods. So was the Dec. 29° 





} 





segment, with the first of the 
Robert E. Sherwood original TV 
plays. 


But what to do with that great 
big Dec. 22 gap posed a problem, 
with the network program boys, as 
result, coming up with an all-star 
“Christmas Stocking” festival as a 
solution. 

Going one better, the network 
sales dept. appeared on verge of a 
sponsor deal for the one-shot Yule 
hoopla. 

Show will have Eddie Albert as 
m.c., Ronald Colman, Robert Shaw 
Ensemble, Kean Sisters, Ezio Pinza 
and either Victor Borge or Mata & 
Hari. Barry Wood, NBC color 
factotum, will produce even if 
there’s no tint authorization for the | 
show. 


1,516,877 Chi TV Sets 


Chicago, Dec. 8. 
Latest Electric Assn. survey 
shows 1,516,877 TV sets in use in 
the Chi area as of Oct. 31. New 
tally is an increase of 28,329 over 
the previous month. 
Increase in the past 12 





months | 


was pegged, at 258,112. sets. ae 


‘utes. Part of the later pitch will be 


, those rubbers,” 


ithe Coast 


| joiner coming up is U. S. Envelope J 
| Co. 


| extended 


Controversial 





WNBT’s Sat. Counterpart 
Of ‘Today’ With Sheldon; 
Combo Kid & Adult Show 


WNBT’s counterpart of the NBC 
tele net’s 7.to 9 a.m. “Today” is 
past the blueprint stage and pro- 
gram chief Dick Pack, with a nod 
from general manager Hamilton 
Shea on opening time, will launch 
it as a Saturday stanza Dec. 19 
under title of “Saturday” (what 
else?). Dave Garroway’s opposite 
number for this combo kid and 
|adult show is Herb Sheldon, whom 
Pack expects will supply the kind 
of “pied piper” juve appeal he 
Gisplays on his other stanzas. 
Among other chores, Sheldon will 
intro his Egbert the Bookworm and 
Umley cartoon characters. 

Accent will be on the kid draw | 
for the first hour and for mom) 
and pop in the segueing 60 min- 





a “market basket” with a super- 
market “point of sale” roundup 
right up to the minute. Participat- 
ing sponsorship setup is being 
geared for the small and seasonal 
budget and there'll be a number 
ef public service segments includ- 
ing items on where to fish “today,” 
what the weather is, plus capsule 
newscasts every half hour with 
Bob Wilson on this chore. 
“Saturday” will be promoted on 
WNBT’s five-minute segments of 
the cross-board “Today” and the 
former will vice the versa for the | 





mutual exchange buildup. Among, 


| facets for the kids will be orthodox | 


and educational films plus live 
news and weather reports (“put on | 
etc.). 





| 


Double-Header TV 


Payoff for Kraft 


Hardly a week goes by but that | 
the Kraft TV double-header (hour | 
dramatic show on both NBC and | 
ABC) doesn’t come up with some | 
auxiliary facets to heighten the | 
sponsor’s conviction that, as a 
“first” for the medium, the unique 


consideration on a wider front. 


In its six-year tenure on NBC- 
TV, the Kraft showcase never suc- | 
ceeded in exceeding a 10 rating on | 
(where it’s shown via |} 
kinescope). However, in the short 
span that the separate production 
has been added to the ABC-TV ros- 
ters (where it is picked up live on 
the Coast), the NBC offering has 
climbed to a 20.9 in the latest ARB 
ratings for the L. A. area. 


Unprecedented climb in the rat- 
ing is attributed by the sponsor 
and J. Walter Thompson agency to 
the impact of the ABC live show 
spilling over into the NBC counter- 
part. 


Item No. 2: The ABC Kraft 
stanza brings in 52 shows a year 
at the same program-production 
cost figure as the alternate-week 
{26 stanzas), U. S. Steel-Theatre 
Guild series on the same web. New- | 
est ARB ratings give Kraft 11.0; al- 
most even with Steel’s 12.2. 








| 


Borden’s More Instant 
On Kate Smith Latchon | 


Borden’s Instant Coffee, which 
couldn't wait to hop on Kate 
Smith’s cross-board telestanza and 
finally pacted for a January start 
after the tracks were cleared ona 
coffee-maker rival, turned right 
around and advanced its teeoff. Its 
“Disegpla” latchon for Mondays 
and Wednesdays will get underway 
Dec. 21. 


Another seven and a half-minute 


for alternate Wednesdays with 
six participations starting March 3 
in the 3:15-30 spot. Luden’s has 
its KM ride on Thurs- 
days with seven spots weekly. 

S.0O.S. has bought alternate 
Wednesdays on the show starting 
Jan. 13 and kitchen cleanser has 
extended its contract on “Today” 
and taken alternate Mondays on 














ED COOPER 


Announcer:— 


CBS-TV 
NBC-TV 


(a) Valiant Lady, 
(b) Show of Shows, 
(c) Comeback Story, ABC-TV 
(da) Commercials on Pro Football 
DuMont 
(e) LExington 2-1100 








/ecountry of a 


te legit 


Bergmann Sees 
Us As Savior; 
Hits Ad Abuses 


Dayton, Dec. 8. 
Utilization of the UHF channels 
and the rapidly improving cover- 


|age being achieved by the U out- 


lets is solving key network clear- 
ance problems and is assuring the 
“competitive tele- 
vision system,” Ted Bergmann, 
general manager of the DuMont 
network, declared last week. Ad- 
dressing the Dayton Advertising 
| Club, Bergmann also stressed that 
color TV would not be commercial- 
ily applicable “for several years” 
and took a slap at video advertisers 
| who “trespass” in the nation’s liv- 
{ing room through “unpalatable 
pe es ol techniques.” 

Solidly backing UHF, Bergmann 
said that if the U channels hadn't 
| been utilized, television would have 
| been in danger of becoming domi- 
nated by “10 or 12 major adver- 
tisers” via a “sold-out’’ condition 
on the V's. He said that UHF has 
proved its ability to cover markets 


| adequately, without dead spots, and 
| that agency “sniping” 
‘pattern of programming merits | 


at UHF is 
becoming a thing of the past. 


Re network clearance, Bergmann 
pointed out that currently 133 
cities have only one station, 47 
have only two, 21 have three and 
seven have four or more. With 


(Continued on page 48) 


BRETAIGNE WINDUST 
PACTS CBS-TV DEAL 


CBS-TV has inked stage and 
film director Bretaigne Windust to 





a contract as producer-director. 
Windust, who directed the legit 
,version of “Life With Father” 


'went to the Coast last month as 
consultant for its TV preem on 
CBS. His contract calls for him 
to continue as consultant for the 
rew offering in addition to his 
other TV assignments. 

Windust has handled direction 
of six Hollywood pix in the last 
six years, and in his career he has 
| been associated with a wide array 
productions, including 
“Idiot’s Delight,” “Amphitryon 38,” 





“Ars senic and Old Lace,” ‘The 
& heal “State of the Union,’ | 
Finian’s Rainbow” and “The Hasty | 
Heart.” 





CBS Radio VP, 


Lester Gottlieb 


wants to know 


Xylogist, Any One? 
| 
* 7 | 


an amusing byline piece in the 
forthcoming 


48th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 





alawkins, Falls.” } 








/commission adequate 
|to tell and show with proper em- 


| was to 


Clicks Can Put ‘Em in a Fix 


Some pretty important ad agency and.sponsor executives are 
deliberately going down the line to put themselves out of busi- 
ness—but only as individuals functioning in an offbeat groove. 
About a dozen of the spending boys are going “mask & wig” via 
two-minute spots in an unprecedented “debut” in which they'll 
carry the’ banner for advertising in general and TV blurbing in 


particular and at the same tim 


e plug the “American Way” in 


relation to the billions of dollars spent to confront the public 


with the “grand design” in U. S. 


products. 


But the very nature of the TV medium is causing ’em to be seen 


on their soapboxes only on such 
the Press,” “American Inventory, 
etc.) 
ballyhooing, the NBC tele progra 
inevitably land a sponsor—grant 


shows as are sustaining (‘Meet 
” “Amerjcean Forum of the Air,” 


Thus, if the ultimate success is reached in their platform 


ms on which they’ll appear must 
ing, of course, that the admen’s 


and manufacturing companies’ approach is directly to the public. 
On the other hand, some of the direct John Q. appeal should rub 


off on prospective advertisers. 


What most of this amounts to is that the “acting” talent of 


these protem announcers is at 


stake. Fortunately, all of them 


can go back to their principal means of livelihood should they 
feel that they have fallen on their face in trying to make like on- 


screen pros. 
ness in a hurry is inherent in 


But that they want to put themselves out of busi- 


the very nature of their tem- 


porary foray into public speaking. 


New Act: Cone, 


Young & Bristol 


The payoff from the horses’ mouths came Sunday (6) on the 
aforementioned trio of shows with Ben Grauer doing the intro 


act for two. “World preem” 
(as suggested in the 


key approach woven around the 


things twice to the same people.” 


of the “Hucksters’ 9 Commandments” 
“Copy Platform” 
America) was made by prexy Fairfax M. 
Cone & Belding, on “Inventory.” 


of the Ad Federation of 
(Fax) Cone, of Foote, 
His was a quiet, almost low 
premise that ‘“‘you can’t sell bad 
In the “deuce” position—on 


the segueing “American Forum’’—was James Webb Young, vener- 
able exec veep of J. Walter Thompson who, with his w.k. deadpan 


that appeared sombre-like, took 
does not pay to advertise a prom 


the product must fulfill the promise.” 


ticulariy unfortunate—this seeme 


program itself in which Sen. Joseph R. 


off on a similar theme, that “it 
ise which cannot be fulfilled ... 
(By reflection—and par- 
d in curious juxtaposition to the 
McCarthy was examined 


by the forum wherein he dictated the length of the questions, 
dictated how the moderator should handle the session, and dic- 
tated the character of query he would respond to.) 


An especially strong closing ‘act’ 


bill, Lee Bristol, 
of the three, “Meet the Press.” 
tion of advertising to the raising 


was by a man who gets the 


prexy of Bristol-Myers, on the strongest show 


He cited the important contribu- 
of American standards and gave 


credit to mass communications for making this possible; noted how 
a small business can be built into a big business; declared that, 


contrary to popular opinion, adve 
consumer; 


asserted that television 
personalized the AFA pattern with the statement, 
live better because of advertising.” 


rtising reduces prices to the con- 

is a “great discovery” and 

“You and I 
Trau. 








some 


Fumes & F ugues 


WQXR iia Miele s Effect on N. Y. 


Cigaret Smokers 


+ 





4 


Never Fails 


Being a chairman of Federal 
Communications Commission 
is one thing; engaging in 
TV station management is 
something else again — in 
fact miles and miles apart. 
Former FCC chairman now 
managing a video station 
was known for his outspoken 
championing of broadcasting 
in the public interest when he 
was identified with the Gov- 
ernment agency. 

Today, up to his antenna in 


Give or take 5% it is found 
Beethoven has small effect on the 
smoking habits of New York’s mil- 
lions. New York Times’ WQXR has 
for the past three years been spon- 
scoring comparative surveys. by 
Pulse, Inc., that have covered 
everything from whisker waxers to 
packaged puddings in order to 
establish the tastes of both WQXR- 
listeners and non-listeners in the 
metropolitan area. Most recent re- 
sults establish cigaret buying 
habits of Gothamites. 

WQXR, which caters primarily 
to those who enjoy the refinements 





commercial enterprise, the 
manner in which he’s been 
knocking off public service 
shows to ride the sponsorship 
rosters is even throwing his 
cohorts for the loop. 


Balto Civic Aide Buys 
TV Time to Tell How 
Tax Coin Is Spent 


Baltimore, Dec. 8. | 

Convinced that TV is the a) 
graphic way to tell citizens how | 
their money is going to be utilized, 
Michael J. Birmingham, prexy of 
the Baltimore county’s board of 
|commissioners, dug into his own 
pocket to pay for a quarter hour 








of video time on WBAL-TV for | 
just that purpose. 

Only one medium, Birmingham 
decided, would give the county 


opportunity 


phasis where and how tax money 
be spent. TV was the 


answer, and since the budget made | 


'no allowance for such a public re- 
| lations 


| three-man board came across. | projects, the “Home” 


effort the leader of the | 

The move, if not the first of its | 
| kind, is still something of a pio- 
, neering effort in bringing the lay | 
| public the dope on tax budgets. | 


However, the effect of this ven- | 


|ture is as yet the unknown quan.- | 
|cohorts are still measuring public 
reaction. 
| more 
| sure 
lajready know the answer. 


since Birmingham and his | 
If the show 
controversial 


bet that 


were of a 
nature it’s a 
Birmingham would 


| technique, 


.on ABC-TV 


| of the classics and which labels it- 
| self “Good Music station,” began 
| surveys, through the offices of 
|Pulse and its tried-and-true per- 
;}sonal interview-random sample 
to ascertain the tastes 
of its listeners and to help station 
time salesmen. Results of surveys 
on other products are not avail- 
able in the latest report, but it is 
apparent, barring minor fluctua- 
| tions, that non-WQXR’ers over the 
years have tastes similar io station 


| devotees. 


Chesterfield leads the pack, ac- 
cording to the report, among both 
men and women (listeners and non- 
listeners), while Pall Mall runs a 
distant second among the gals (of 
both varieties) and Camels an even 
more distant second among males 
(once again of both varieties). 





Dick Lin:roum Set As 


‘Home’ Exec Director 


There’s a “Home’’-linked future 


'for Dick Linkroum that shows up 


in NBC’s TV crystal ball. He’s 
| been tapped as exec director on 
|one of the network’s pet daytime 
hour stanza 
teeing off next month. Thus he 
| joins supervisor Dick Pinkham and 
producer Jack Rayel on the noon- 
| time cross-boarder, with Rayel .hav- 
ing replaced Ted Mills last week. 
Linkroum’s new berth will oblige 
him to surrender the directorial 
reins on Jean Carroll’s comedy slot 
with official drop- 


| ping of that chore skedded a couple 
of weeks before the Jan. 18 preem 
,of 


“Home,” \ 
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CBS’ $95,360,000 


~ Bergen Back to Full Radio Hour 


At a time when most major radio personalities keep repeating 
the refrain, “this is my last year in AM,” Edgar Bergen is on the 
verge of pulling a switch and returning to a full hour weekly 
format similar to his ex-Standard Brands show that projected him 


into the bigtime. 


During his recent engagement at the Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., 
Bergen huddled with John Reber, radio-TV director of the J. 
Walter Thompson agency, on expanding to a full hour weekly 


show. 


Kraft will be the sponsor. 


It will mean Bergen vacating 


his present 30-minute Sunday night show on CBS, though whether 
Columbia, NBC or ABC gets the full hour program is still to be 


determined. 


Bergen will do the show live, moving east for a New York 


origination. 


Bergen-Charlie McCarthy duo will do a commentary 


on the American scene (Kraft feels McCarthy can mouth things 


that ordinary radio morials can't.) 
will also be brought on the show. 


Bergen: disk jocking at intervals 


Top figures in public lite 
Unusual format will also find 


Kraft is shooting for a Bergen return to his ex-Sunday night 8 


to 9 slot in a major bid to rejuvenate network radio. 


Deal rep- 


resents another radio-TV expansion for Kraft, with its 116 products. 
Years back it innovated the two-hour network radio show with 
Paul Whiteman; it sparked Bing Crosby and Al Jolson into the 
AM bigtime; it established a “first” in TV hour dramatics and 
recently registered another “first” with the introduction of a brace 
of Kraft hour shows (on both NBC and ABC.) 








Looks Like It'll Be CBS-TV’s ‘Now’ 


As Early Morning Entry Vs. ‘Today 


scrapping a¢ 


CBS. Television's 


couple of months ago of a blue- | 
print to open up the early morn- | 


ing time against the 
“Today” 
after all. Special events director 
Paul Levitan has been working on 
a news documentary format sup- 
plemented by entertainment. pat- 


rial NBC | 


may have a ostscript | aE , $ hitnti 
ay P |the WGN news division since 1944, 0ne of jubilation. 


| 


| 


| 
| 





Hurleigh to D.C. 


Chicago, Dec. 8. 
Robert F. Hurleigh, director of 


| joins the Washington staff of the 


terns that is so near the fruition | 
| Hurleigh’s several WGN and WGN- 


stagé that a kinnie is expected to 
be cut this week—next at the 
latest. 

Web had been working on a set- 
up to go against the Dave Garro- 
way-ironted 7 to 9 a.m. stanza, but 
dropped it as an active upcomer 
aiter putting Jack Paar and Edith 
Adams in at 10 o'clock Fridays as 
the preliminary to a foray 
the preceding segments. 
among the current components are 


Walt Kelly and the Baird Puppets, | 


with other talent and ideas torm- 
ing. The Baird figurines had been 
“in” from the start but subjecied 
to a kicking around in late-morn- 
ing spots before the 7 to 9 idea 
was firmly planted. They'll con- 
tribute to the two-hour span with 
an audience they've managed to 
build despite the heller-skelter 
lock of their previous schedulings. 


Expectancy is for a January 
usner-Inner of the unlabeled 120- 
minuter. One tithe advanced is 


“Now.” Repositioned would be the 
8 o'clock “Kovacs Unlimited” 
Which carries to the 9 a.m. mark 
ot Margaret Arlen’s 45-minute 
scanza, both on the local circuit. 
Incidentally, Miss Adams may be 
pitched as a deejane on the TV net- 
work She’s featured in the 


Rosalind Russell-starred “W onder- | 


ful Town.” 


BAB to Wait On 


Prez, Ups Sweeney 


Presidency of 
Vertising 
ut least 





Sroadcasting Ad- 
Bureau is up in the air 
another month, but Wil- 
liam Ryan, outgoing prexy, will 
leave at the end if this month in- 
stead of in February as planned. 
as a result, Kevin B. Sweeney, 
BAB \ Pp. Since 1951, has been pro- 
vted to executive vice-president 
Nn charge of operations and will 
se over active management of 
? organization Jan. 1 until a new 
“ident can be found. 
Committee to find a successor 
‘van met yesterday (Tues.) but 
“ne up with no candidate. Robert 
vezey of WDSU, New Orleans, 
ait of the committee, said it was 
slowly” in exploring a 
for prexy and wou'd meet 
in January for further delib- 


I 


ons. Ryan's exit was at his 
{ r . “ 
c Tequest, and appointment of 
ney was announced by BAB 


into | 
Chief | 


| from 
ability of the company to catch up 


| dating back to the Charles 
| man 


Mutual network on Dec. 28. He's 
also joining the Fulton Lewis Jr., 
organization in the Capitol. 

No replacement has been set for 


TV news shows, although his 8 a.m. 


newscast which is aired as a 
Mutual co-op will continue on 
WGN with Salerno bankrolling 


locally. 


Lever Upheaval 
Seen in 54 Due 
To Biz Conditions 


A new management team _ is 
slated to move into the Lever Bi 
operation in April. 

‘lock of axings with press-public 
relations and sales promotion ce- 
partments reportedly the hardest 
hit, 3 





Os 


is said to stem from ‘53 sales 
financial difficulties and has cued 
fresh speculation to what the 
Lever hierarchy has up its sleeve 
There have been repeated reports 
in recent months that the Levei 
high command wouldn't be averse 
to disposing of some of its sub- 
sid company holdings, but these 
have been denied. 

The vear-end financial statement. 
all accounts, reflects the in- 


as 


with the competition, notably in 
the field of detergents, a situation 
Luck 
era. Luckman, it’s recalled 
took the rap for the detergent set 
back, being ousted from his prexs 


spot. 
Vhat effect the Lever situation 
Will have on its programming is 


problematical. Unlike the Luck- 
man days at Lever, when the soap 
company had a major. stake’ in 
broadcasting (at one time four of its 
shows were in the Top 10 ratings), 
the Lever TV impact is much less 
pronounced when weighed against 
the Procter & Gamble and Colgate 
expenditures, 
WNBQ’s Oi Stri 
s Oil Strike 
Chicago, Dec. 8 
NBC's WNBQ finalized an $183 

000 sale to Oklahoma Oil last week 
projecting the gas station chain in 
to the top locaf bankroller ranks 


Oklahoma bought Daily News 
columnist Tony Weitzel’s nightly 
“Town Crier” five-minute squib 


cross the board: a daily Len O’Con- 
nor local newscast tied in with 
“Today,” and a Sunday morning 


Chairman Charles C. ‘Paley. {feature film. beens ) ib) 


‘oo TV BI 





WHOPPING PROFIT 
COMPARED TO 


CBS-TV network billings will 
hit $95,360,000 for 1953 (this is 
exclusive of the CBS owned-and- 
cperated biz which will bring the, 
total far over the $100,000,600 
mark), This is far above Columbia’s 
| expectations for the year and rep- | 
| resents the first time network TV | 
billings have soared to such strato- | 
spheric figures. | 

As an indication of how CBS has | 
|climbed into the blue-skies area | 
or billings returns in ’53, the net- | 
work in 1952 grossed $69,050,000 
‘based on Publishers Information | 
Bureau figures.) Thus in ’53 it will 
go over the ’52 mark by approxi- 
mately $25,000,000. 

A year ago, in taking stock of, 
|their ‘52 TV biz, both NBC and 
CBS were lamenting the fact that, 
cue to high operating costs, the 








|net profits would hardly exceed 
{$1,000,000 for the year. On the 
,;Other hand, some _ broadcasters 


have netted that much on single 
station operations.) 

However, in the case of CBS- 
TV, the ratio of profit between last 
year’s $69,059,000 and this year’s 


| $95,360,000 (since there’s little 
| change in the basic operating 
; costs) is so much greater as to 


'turn the dividend-happy stockhold- 

ers’ skepticism of last year into 
(Because CBS 
figures are all-inclusive in its con- 
solidated statements, breakdown of 
net TV earnings are a company 
secret, though admittediy a grati- 
fying one.) 

Major 1actors in the $25.000.600 
increase in CBS-TV billings are 
the vast imroads made on selling 
Gaytime segments and the web's 
successful move-in on station time 
areas, such as 10:39 to 11 p.m. Un- 
like NBC, which has encountered 


| cifficulty to date recapturing the 
'10:30-11 time slot from the affili- 
ates, CBS-TV is so!d out in that 
farea, with only Saturday night 
i(Revion has cancetied out on its 
i vidpix series) remaining to be sold. 
It’s generally been recognized, in 
terms of TV network economics. 
that “the difference between 
breaking even and profits lies in 
the daytime fringe time areas.” On 
that l 


score. CBS-TV registered a 


I vear. 


whopping 


A Very Bizet Day 


All Star Revue” for Dec. 26 on 


NBC-TV will take off on “Carmen 
with Martha Rave’s guestar to be 
Bert) Lahi Not known whether 
latter will play Don Jose or Esca- 
millo, but one report had him 
threatening to be verv Bizet in- 


deed by 


taking both roles 


ance 


NBC's ‘Pat & Bob's’ 


Top Command 


To Spark ‘Play's the Thing’ Regime; 
Lots of Key Reshufflings on Tap 





Manie Sacks’ Status 

Manie Sacks, staff veepee of 
the parent RCA and also veep 
of NBC, as well as g.m. of the 
RCA Victor record division, 
remains at NBC in a roving 
capacity. He will be General 
Sarnofl’s personal representa- 
tive, as he has been during 
the board chairman's dual of- 
ficership when he also assumed 
the presidency post. 

Sacks perambulates among 
three offices and will so con- 
tinue’ his office on the 53d 
floor of the parent RCA; his 


executive NBC suite, and at 
RCA Victor in the Interna- 


tional Bldg., across the street 
in Rockefeller Center. Latter 
two have been his major bases 
of operation in recent months. 


Lux's Out of The 
Monday Pan Into 
The Thurs. Fire 


“Lux Video Theatre.” CBS- 
TV. is locking for a new berth 
and is shopping around the othe! 
CBS unable to de- 
favorable time slot 
competition fron 


c is 


Thursday night 








on 


networks, with 
liver a more 
The “Dragnet” 
NBC-TV 











retting too rough atest 


it:gs gives “Dragnet” 
'ux getting 10.7 

ABC-TV been g 
agency. J. Walter Thompson, 


nicnt a 


a : 
ARB rai- 
62.0 wit 


} 


talking to 


Lux 


mM 


Wednes 
where the competition 


yee { 
ory ) 
terims O41 





competition was from Paui \ 
on NBC-TV ‘who is 


Continued on page 


Cue 


‘Howdy, Webb, Edwards, Cox, et al, 
Get That L.A-N.Y. (Vice Versa) Itch 


Stepped-up  transplanation — of 


programs and talent between east 
and west 1s Piving the classic 
‘never the twain shall meet” a 


swift kick in the groin. First of the 


Hollvwood-to-N.\ teevee itiner- 
ents this season on a consecutive 
exposure was Ralph Edwards with 
his “This Is Your Life’ which was 
in Gotham for three live workouts 
calculated to hike the rating me- 
te! in strategic areas. (As Joan 
Davis observed recentiy, they just 


love her CBS. vidpix practicails 





Tinny Kinnie 


A Hollywood executive east- 


ing last week for RCA’s un- 
veiling of magnetic tape at 
Prineeton, N. J.. opined that 
whether it’s straight kine or 
hot kines, Coast viewers are 
thumbs down on that kind ot 
TY fare 

They may be silver as live 
shows at their point ol origin- 
ation, but out there they look 

b+: like Sin,” be declared. .....-- 


is fancy does not 
. where her compara- 
tively score brings down het 
total ratings on “I Married Joan.” 
tdwards, however, unlike the tele- 


evervwhere but th 
extend to N.Y 
low 


pixers, can make a virlue of his 
transcontinental trek with the 
Liggest N.Y. “for instance” being 
his telebiog of Martha Rave a 


couple of weeks 


axxo.) 


But there's also a telepix angie 
in that ce'luioided stars can break 
out of that stricture and come 
alive. as witness Jack “Dragnet 
Webb's guestarring spot on Milton 
Berle’s Buiek hour last Tuesday 
2) for his first Gotham excursion 


The Webb promotion was extend- 
ed via his presence two Cays late! 


ut a showing of “Dragnet’s” Christ- 
mas patterned stanza in coor on 

theatrical screen which not onis 
brought out a press complement 


but a flock of NBC bailyhoo and 
exec timber headed by prexy-clect 
Sylvester L. (Pat) Weaver J: 


Status as 


“Howds 


Despite ils champion 
a longterm kid click 
(Continued on page234@) 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


Except that it represented a mov- 
ing-up of the scheduled timeable, 
the ascendancy of the “Pat & Bob” 
team into leadership status at NBC, 
crysiallized at last Friday's (4) 
board meeting with the election of 
Syivester L. (Pat! Weaver as the 
network’s new prexy and Robert 
W. Sarnoff as executive vice-presi- 
dent, came as no particular sur- 
prise to either web associates or 
the industry generally. 

While NBC-RCA board chairman 
‘and interim prexy’) Gen. David 
Sarnoff was not expected to act 
until January, '54, at the earliest, 
although the “Weaver for prexy” 
boom head been gaining momentum 
for a couple of months', actually 
the decision to speed up the Pat 
Weaver-EBob Sarnoff “package 
command” and set the network's 
administrative house in order, was 
clinched in Chicago three weeks 
ago. For it was at the Chi meeting 
of the NBC Affiliates that Weaver, 
entrusted with the task of carrying 


the NBC ball on behalf of Gen. 
Sarnoff to the station managers, 
net only won a complete vote of 


confidence, but the majority of 
the affiliate body took a fancy to 
the Weaver-type leadership as an 
imaginative creator in his envision- 
ing of future vistas. 

If however there were some ap- 
prehensions as to whether Weaver 
as prexy could spark the same type 
eadership 2s an administrator. this, 
too. fitted in with the General's 
blueprint to move Bcb Sarnoff into 

e excc veepeeship as administra- 
*» backstop and No. 2 man. That 

Pat & Bob” teams have 
the seme fundamental! concepi of 


“we 


cur job.” Weaver told the Board: 
clicked in its “first performance” 
et Chi was the report brou back 
to the General by Manie Sacks. 
Sarroff’s key veepee aide on net- 
work affairs «who, incidentally. un- 


er the new adminisiration con- 

es in the dual capacity as Gen- 

Sarnoff’s alter eco on NBC 

ters while remaining on top of 

RCA Victor recording division.) 

Weaver era™ in the succes- 

s ‘ NBC administrative over- 

i Ss In recent years repre- 
Continued on page 48 





Wile To Coast 
In Rettig Switch 


Fred Wile. NBC veepnee harg 


Ze 
of production, is shifting to the 
Coast to take over production 
reins in Hollywood. At the same 
time Farl Rettig, program business 
head fer NBC Hollywood apne 
trons, Is moving east to take over 
Wile’s spot and also move into the 
biz operations 

The Vv ile N Y to-lI \ é d vice 
rsa for Rettig while in no w 
inked with the new administrative 

ascendancy of the Pat We 
Robert Sernoff teamup. represents 
peroans the first of a series of 


involving key network aides 


Viile iimself has long expressed a 
pre-ecsence to operate out of the 


We-t Coast 
For voars (dating 
Rubicam tenure both 
Weaver 
ocivicd in 


bac k to the r 


were Cio 


radio-T\ 


McCarthy on ‘Press’ 
a ype gh 
the Press” next 


MeCarthyv's ap- 
NBC-TV 
Sunday M3) mas 


have lemand for egual time’ 
po mint 

Phe Wisconsin investigator has 
been multiple spotted on the show 
but his bride of a few v eceks ‘the 
former [Th yean Kerr? is still to 
be heard from, so packager-mod 
erator Lawrence Spivak is going 
uiter her for an early appearange: 





“att 


acm” Nn 
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WNBT's ‘Critic's Circle’ on ‘Kismet’ 
A New TV Twist; Big B.0. Payoff 


WNBT, the N. Y. flagship of + 


NBC Television, went mass pro- 
duction drama critic last Thursday 
(3) by bringing on a horde of 
show bizzers for an appraisal of 
the Charles Lederer presentation 
of “Kismet” which preemed at the 
Ziegfeld that evening. Only dif- 
ference was that the half-hour 
was sponsored by the producer al- 
though vaguely labeled as such. 


It went on at five minutes past 
midnight, segueing from the Steve 
Allen show, with Allen spilling 
over into this one in a kind of 
moderator’s role. However, no 
moderation was needed under the 
circumstances, which included $2,- 
000 in coin to the station ($1,110 
for the time and the rest for fa- 
cilities furnished) and thus, re- 
gardiess of the musical’s merit 
(there have been some downbeat 
murmurs), this was a_ partisan 
package with ditto evaluations by 
the guests. Latter included Ben- 
nett Cerf. Betty Furness, Howard 
Dietz, Ben Hecht, Mare Connellly, 
Billy Rose ‘(who operates the 
Ziegfeld) and Cesar 
George Forrest and Robert Wright 
(words and music 
cperetta) were interviewed by Al- 
len and did a run-through. and 
straight entertainment included 


ef the show's. potential hits, 
“Stranger In Paradies,” with Jo 
Ann O’Connor chirping another 
sure click, “Bangles. 
Beads.” Miss Hayes did a stint ala 
her youthful days with Lew Fields: 

It was 2 potent show in its tem- 
porary replacement of the shut-out 
N. Y. newspapers and their “paid 
to be objective” aisle sitters. <A 





Romero. | 


team for the} 





Campus AM Stations 


Cleveland, Dec. 8. 
Two Greater Cleveland colleges, 
Western Reserve U. and John Car- 
roll U. have announced operation 
of campus radio stations. Carroll 
will operate WJCU with the Col- 
lege Radio Club and ROTC main- 
taining it. It will be part of the 
military amateur radio system. 
Reserve proposes to have its sta- 
tion in operation by the end of the 
semester. 


Radio-TV's 2506 








WELLS RICHARDSON 


One “of Broadway’s most skillful 
performers.” 

Robert Coleman, Daily Mirror. 

This former leading man to Luise 


Rainer is still remembered, after 





1-Day Added Biz 
In Dailies’ Strike 


New York advertisers intensified 
their radio-television campaigns 
as the strike of photo-engravers 
against six Gotham newspapers 
ground into its second week, and | 


( | by the time the walkout was settled | 
singer Richard Oneto who did one | 


Boubles & | 


producer poll of long queues which | 
formed at the Ziegfeld the next | 
night reportedly showed that “most | 
of the people” in line first heard | 


about the performance via the 
WNBT roundtable. This was given 


as “evidence” that television can | 
do a sales job without the risks of | 


professional notices. Show is a 
smash on current sales with lines 
still forming. 

It was the first 
Broadway producer 
time to sell his show in “review” 
style. It had a post-opening night 
aura in format. with the partisans 


instance of a) 
buying TV 


“dropping in” in their best attire. | 


Show was produced by Steve Al- 
len’s corps and “entertainment” 
talent was supplied and paid by 
“Kismet.” 


Writers Confused 
On M&L Status 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 

Despite recurrent reports that 
Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis’ writ- 
ers. Norman Lear and Ed Simmons, 
had been fired, Lewis reported 
“everything fine, the boys are hard 
at work on Jan. 10 show.” Writers 
have contract for five television 
shows, paying them, as_ team, 
$52.000. 

Earlier reports said Lewis fired 
them, and they'd been paid off. The 
writers said ‘“‘we’re confused.” H’s 
known that since the 
switched from MCA 
Morris they were being groomed 
for a comedy show starring Buddy 
Hackett. 

Deal with M&L is non-exclusive 
In their spare time they've com- 
pleted first draft of a Broadway 
show, “The Good Pitkin.” 





VENARD EXITING AS 


; Much 


writers | 
to William | 


vesterday (‘Tues.) afternoon, some | 
250,000 had rolled into the broad- 
east coffers for the 11 day-period 
of the walkout. | 

On the programming end, the 
stations had sat back to a pattern 
of earlier signons, later signoffs | 





The Real Stuff 


Most novel ovoublic service 
program dreamed up during 
the N. Y. newspaper strike 


was WPIX’s series of three re- 
motes from Wanamaker’s. Sta- 
tion moved camera crews into 
the department store Sunday, 
Monday and yesterday (Tues.) 
to show viewers the various 
items the store was featuring. 

lanche Ravisse and John 
Tillman handled the commen- 
tary on the shows, with the 
Sunday show running 75 min- 
utes and the Monday and 
Tuesday segments a half-hour 
each. 








and an inundation of news, shop- 
ping reports, entertainment listing 
and comment and stock market re- 
ports as it became evident that the 
walkout wasn't to be a quickie. 
of the earlier chaos and 
ballyhoo was later’ eliminated, 
with the publie soon acclimated to 
getting their regular news via the 
broadcasting media. Even the re- 
turn of the Herald Tribune to the 
stands after a five-day absence 
didn’t affect the radio-TV situa- 
tion: it carries no ads and its press 
run is only a reported 2,500,000, 
leaving some 5,000,000-odd New |. 
Yorkers without a newspaper. 
Radio was by far the biggest | 
gainer under the strike. Several 
Continued on page 48) 





Producers Bare Fangs On 
‘Margie’ ‘Cat Women’ Skit, 
Ask $1,200,000 Damages 


Hollywood, Dec. 8 
Superior Court suit seeking $1,- 
200,000 damages, charging unfair 
competition and breach of implied 


, contract was filed by Z-M Produc- 
| tions against CBS, Philip Morris, 


0. L. TAYLOR PREXY 


Lloyd George Venard has turned 
in his resignation as president of 
the O. L. Taylor station rep out- 


fit, effective Jan. 1. Understood it’s | 
a consequence of purchase of the} 


company by the Paul Raymer Co 


,| the writers of 


which was consummated a couple | 


of weeks ago. At the time, Ray- 


Rovan Productions, Jack Harvey 
and Lee Carson. Action is over the 
use in the “My Little Margie” ra- 
dio program of a skit describing 
a visit to see a film tagged, “Cat 
Women From Outer Space.” Z-M 
Productions produced “Cat Women 
of the Moon,” yet to be released. 

Complaint says Carson, one of 
“Margie,” visited 
“Cat Women” set, and subsequent- 
ly radio program “disparaged, | 


mer announced that Venard would | ridiculed, parodied, mimicked and | 
stay on in the Taylor unit, which | libeled” the film, it’s charged. Ra- 


was to be continued under its old 
name and organization as a Ray- 
mer-owned property, but apparent- 
ly Venard has changed his mind. 


He became president of Taylor! now use the 


in early 1952, following 10 years 
with Edward Petry as an account 
exec. 


| 


dio version constituted an infringe- | 
ment, plagiarism, unauthorized use | 
of story and unfair competition | 
in that plaintiffs claim they cannot | 
vehicle for radio; 
breach of implied contract to pay 
for material used which plaintiffs 


Future plans haven't been | value at $100,000. Pic was pro-} 


set. Raymer’s choice for a suc-| duced by Al Zimbalist and Jack | 
cessor hasn't been announced yet. Rabin in 3-D and widescreen. } 


nearly three years (and numerous 


| video appearances), for his featured 
| portrayal of the 


emotionally un- 
balanced member of. the vigilante 
committee in Studio One's produc- 
tion of “None But My Foe,” starring 
John Forsythe. 








Hearst Faces New 


Milwaukee Scrap 


Washington, Dec. 8. 
Just when it looked as if Hearst 
Radio would get its long sought- 
after VHF channel in Milwaukee 


| through the recent assignment of 


Channel 6 to Whitefish Bay, Wisc., 


| a Milwaukee UHF outiet upset the 


Hearst applecart today (Tues.) by 
surrendering its UHF permit and 


| filing a competing application with 
| the FCC for the Channel 6 grant. | 
| Station was WMIL-TV, 
' by Cream City Broadcasting Co. 


WMIL’s action came as another 
in a series of setbacks to Hearst, 


| which had previously sought Chan- 

nel 10 in Milwaukee, but had been | 
| rebuffed by the FCC to change 
/ Channel 10’s educational designa- 
| tion. 
| the Commission to assign Channel 
| 6 in Whitefish Bay, outside of Mil- 


Hearst then managed to get 


waukee, and up to today was un- 


‘opposed in its application for the 


channel. 


Milwaukee currently has two 
VHFers and three U’s, including 
WMIL, which has not yet taken to 
the air. One V is Walter Damm’s 
WTMJ, the other is the vet unoc- 
cupied Channel 10. The newly as- 
signed Channel 6 would make a 
third V for the city. Action of the 
FCC in assigning Channel & drew 
a blast from the UHF Assn., which 
oppesed it on the ground that it 
wasn't included in the origina! FCC 
allocations, and that UHF opera- 
tions would be hurt. In making 
the allocation, the FCC said it was 
nct bound in any way to protect 
UHFers by staying within original 
allocations. 

But the WMIL action, said to be 
the first of its kind, now leaves 
Hearst with another fight on its 
hands, and at the same time takes 
a little of the pressure off the two 
other Us. Cream City Broadcast- 
ing is 75°%-owned by Gene Posner, 
a local attorney. 





DuM. Shrine Game 

The annual East-West Shrine 
football game for the aid of crip- 
pled infants will be given coast- 
to-coast TV treatment by DuMont 
on a pickup from San Francisco 
on Saturday, Jan. 2. 

Marks the third consecutive 
time web has televised the classic, 
now going into its 29th year. 





Vet Radio-TV maestro 
Harry Sosnik 
argues 
Hollywood Recognizes 
The Importance of 
Music— 

Why Not Television? 


an interesting editorial feature 
in the forthcoming 
48th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 











year. 


Big 10 Tackles NCAA - 


Chicago, Dec. 8. 


The Western Conference (Big 10), kingpin member conference 
of the National Collegiate Athletic Assn., is expected to throw its 
weight behind regional control of football TV policies which if 
put into effect could mean the end of the nationally networked 
NCAA “Game of the Week” package. 

The Big 10’s TV committee convenes here tomorrow (Wed.) in 
conjunction with the conference’s annuai winter meeting. Advance 
comments by conference spokesmen, including commissioner Ken- 
neth (Tug) Wilson, have consistently espoused regiona! TV juris- 
diction which would mean, in effect, that the individual confer- 
ences would make their own video deals. 

It’s recalled that the Big 10 a couple weeks back asked the 
NCAA TV committee to hold up on plans for next season until 
after this week’s meeting of the midwest group. 
stumping for regional deals is seen as a reflection of mounting dis- 
satisfaction with the current single weekly game setup which many 
see coming to a climax at the national NCAA conclave early next 


The Big 10's 











Solid Gold Linoleum 


Armstrong “Circle Theatre” 
on NBC-TV pulled a fast one 
on the company’s dealers, as- 
sembled in annual convention 
at Lancaster, Pa., by doing a 
“surprise” origination last 
night (Tues.) from convention 
headquarters. It was just a 
little matter of adding an ad- 
ditional $75,000 tab to the pro- 
gram-facilities costs (moving 
of camera crews, technicians, 
cast, converting the Armory 
into a studio, etc., not to men- 
tion line charges for the out- 
of-town remote). 

If there were extra precau- 
tions taken to sotto voce the 
whole deal, it was in the 
hopes, too, that the 75G added 
expenditure would be bypassed 
by the company officers and 





operated | 


stockholders. 








GF Reverses AM 


-Axings Via Four 
CBS Capsule Buys 


General Foods’ wiélding of a 
|; heavy axe on radio representation 
| (“Father Knows Best” and Roy 
| Rogers on NBC and “Gunsmoke” 
|on CBS) has apparently been halt- 
|ed for the time being with the out- 
| fit putting some coin into capsule 
| stanzas on CBS Radio. Sanka will 
| be plugged on two Bob Trout news- 
casts (Monday and Wednesday), 
jstarting Jan. 4 and on Galen 
| Drake’s segment on Tuesdays come 
Jan. 5. GF has also renewed “San- 
|} ka Salutes” with Win Elliott on 
| Saturdays. 

The combined latchon may not 
|have the programatic potency of 
;the jettisoned trio, but for the 
| Young & Rubicam agency the new 
and renewed business represents 








'an unlooked-for windfall. Another 
|GF exit reported with the radio 
| cancellations a few weeks ago is in | 
|TV, with “Rod Brown-Rocket Ran- 
| ger” departing after Dec. 26 on 
| CBS-TV. 

NBC's aural activities were also 
in upbeat last week. Buick pacted | 
|for one-timers on the cross-board 
| ‘Can You Top This?” Jan. 7 and 
j}the Sunday “Weekend” Jan. 3. 
Pharmaco takes 13 weeks of “Dr. 
| Paul” on 14 Coast outlets for Feen- 
a-mint, alternating with Hexol 
Starting Jan. 5. 


. 


Rheingold Beer Coin To 
Usher in New Year 


On All N.Y. Stations 


Rheingold Beer will continue a} 
blanket coverage of the N.Y. mar- | 
ket for the second straight year | 
with a New Year’s Eve radio show | 
starting at 11:30 p.m. for one hour. 
Tom McDonnell will produce, 
write and direct the layout and ne- 
gotiations are on for David Ross 
to announce. There will be a con- 
siderable amount of production 
connected with the program. Guy 
Lombardo is pacted for the show. 

Airer will be heard over WABC, 





« 





WOR, WNBC, WCBS, WMGM., 
WMCA, WNEW, and WINS. It 
will be a taped session. Foote, 





Cone & Belding is the agency, 


|} actor’s 


;suspension will be 


Supreme Court Rules WBTV Did Right 
In Firing Technicians as Disloyal 


Washington, Dec. 8. 

Right of a TV station to fire em- 
ployees for publicly attacking its 
programs was upheld vesterday 
(Mon.) in a 6-3 decision by the 
Supreme Court. Ruling affirmed an 
action by the National Labor Re- 
lations Board denying reinstate- 
ment of IBEW technicians who 
were fired by WBTV in Charlotte, 
N.C., during a dispute in 1949 over 
terms of a contract. 


In upholding the station’s right 
te fire the employees for distrib- 
uting handbills disparaging their 
employer's operations, the court 
declared: 


“In its essence, the issue _ is 
simple. It is whether these em- 
ployees, whose contracts of em- 
ployment had expired, were dis- 
charged for ‘cause.’ They were 
discharged solely because at a 
critical time in the initiation of 
the company’s TV service, they 
sponsored or distributed 5.000 
handbills making a sharp, public 
disparaging attack upon the quai- 
ity of the company’s product and 
its business policies, in a manner 
reasonably calculated to harm the 
company’s reputation and reduce 
its income. 

“There is no more elemental 
cause for discharge of an employee 
than disloyalty to his employer. It 
is equally elemental that the Taft- 
Hartley act seeks to strengthen, 
rather than to weaken, that co- 
cperation, continuity of service and 
cordial contractual relation  be- 
tween employer and employee that 
is born of loyalty to their common 
enterprise.” 

Even had their been no labor 
controversy at time of dismissals, 
the Court held, conduct of techni- 


(Continued on page 48) 


Keith Suspended 
For Three Months 


Board of directors of the New 
York local of AFTRA last week 
suspended actor Ian Keith for 
three months as a result of the 
behavior on WOR-TV’s 
“Broadway TV _ Theatre” three 
weeks ago, at which time he in- 
sulted the sponsor's product while 





'doing a live commercial for the 


bankroller. Effect of the board’s 
action is to put Keith out of work 
for the three-month period, since 
observed by 
AFTRA contractees in Chicago and 


|on the Coast, as well as in N. Y. 


Board took the stand that Keith's 
actions were “detrimental to the 
welfare of the acting profession, 
and that in behaving as he did, Mr. 
Keith endangered the livelihood of 


|all his fellow actors in the cast. 
| Such 


conduct cannot be counte- 
nanced and the union cannot con- 
done Mr. Keith’s conduct toward 
his fellow actors, his producer and 
his sponsor.” 

Charges were brought by Warren 
Wade, producer of “Broadway TV 
Theatre,” acting as a_ packager. 
Board heard testinmony by Wade 
and players Sylvia Sidney, Jimmy 
Blaine, Edward Peck and Christo- 
pher Plummer, the latter by a writ- 
ten statement. Keith didn’t appear 
at the hearing, instead submitting 
a written answer to the charges. 
Wade, incidentally, said he wasn't 
at the studio at the time of the in- 
cident and the nose-thumbing by 
Keith was directed at the audience 
and not at him. 
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V FOR VANISHING MONOPOLIES 


Death of A Salesman 


The old line network salesmen (both in radio and TV) are 


having more than their share of trouble these days. 


From all 


accounts most of them appear to be frozen out of the sales pic- 


ture and they're going around with that hang dog look. 


When 


and if they do get a chance to rub shoulders with the client or the 
agency account executive, it’s invariably for the privilege of be- 
ing present for the final notorizing of an agreement. 


The situation—a far cry from 


the days when a network sales- 


man was a network salesman — stems from the fact that prac- 
tically every client deal is now being negotiated on a high 


echelon level, in many instances 
himself. 
freezeout. 


by the president of the network 


As far as the salesman is concerned, it’s strictly a 


Sometimes the salesman is pressed into emergency service — 
when the echelon boys make commitments to clients or agencies 


which they can’s fulfil. It’s up 


the hook. 


SS 


to the salesman to get him off 

















Controlled’ Pro Grid Telecasts 
Dull Biz-Rating Boom; Boosts Gate 


Controlled network telecasts of¢ 


pro football have boosted the grid 
b.o., attracted large video audi- 
ences and have overcome all ob- 
jections of clubowners and league 
officials, it’s beén learned. Series 
of Saturday night and Sunday net- 
work telecasts via DuMont, which 
wraps up next week, has boosted 
the pro gate to an alltime high and 
has consistently pulled Nielsens for 
the customarily low-rated network 
in the 20’s and 30’s. 

Under the DuMont setup, each of 
the more than 100 stations carry- 
ing the schedule are assured of one 
telecast per weekend, either Sat- 
urday night or Sunday afternoon, 
while at the same time, the b.o. 
is protected via a blackout of the 
region where the game ‘is being 
played. Clubowners say that the 
telecasts of their road games have 
built up and maintained a high 
level of fan interest and subse- 
quent big b.o. when the team plays 
at home. For non-league cities, 
the gridcasts have created a poten- 
tial attendance for pre-season ex- 
hibition games. 

For DuMont, series has had a 
doubly beneficial effect,: via the 
Westinghouse national sponsorship 


(Continued on page 36) 


McCaw Pulling Out 





Of Hawaii, Texas 


Seattle, Dec. 8. 

J. Elroy McCaw, former owner 
of KRSC here, will dispose of his 
majority interests in KPOA, Hono- 
lulu; KILA, Hilo, Hawaii, and 
KORC, Mineral Wells, Tex., to 
comply with the new FCC regula- 
tion that prohibits persons from 


having interest in mage than five | 


television 
stations. 

McCaw’s other majority 
ests are in KYA, San Francisco, 
and KELA,. Centralia, Wash. Mi- 
nority holdings include KALE, 
Richland, Wash; 


stations or seven radio 


and KLZ and KLZ-TV, Denver. He | 


also has an application pending for 
the purchase of WINS, New York. 
Sales of interest in three sta- 
tions will bring McCaw one under 
the limit. 


WENDY BARRIE EXITS 
N.Y. FOR MIDWEST TV 


Dayton, Dec. 8. 

Wendy Barrie is leaving New 
York to make her home in Dayton, 
where she will 
long audience participation show 
Over a tri-city network Monday 
through Friday, from 4 to 5 p. m. 
The show will originate from the 
Studios of WHIO-TV, and be shown 
also on WKRC-TV, Cincinnati, and 
WTVN, Columbus, starting Jan. 11, 
and will be known as “The Wendy 
Barrie Show.” 

Harvey R. Young Jr., commercial 
Manager, who signed for WHIO- 
TV in New York last week (2), 
said the contract was for a long 
term. Miss Barrie will make several 
pre-broadcast appearances in the 
area. She was in Dayton last Octo- 
ber to promote a hair product. 











Mac Benoff 


has written a bright satire on 


The Shows They 
Never Did 
an amusing byline piece in the 


48th Anniversary Number 
of 





inter- | 


KYAK, Yakima, | 


televise an hour- | 
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Universal Wins 
In Indianapolis 
On Crosley Walk 


Washington, Dec. 8. 
As the result of the withdrawal 
of Crosley Broadcasting Corp. 
from the contest for channel 8 in 
Indianapolis, an _ initial decision 
| granting the application of Univer- 

















| sal Broadcasting Co., was issued to- 
day (Tues.) by FCC examiner An- 
|nie Neal Huntting. The grant, 
| which becomes effective in 40 days. 
| gives Indianapolis its second VHF 
| station. 

Crosley representatives _ told 
the FCC yesterday (Mon.) that it 
dropped out of the contest for 
channel 8 in Indianapolis and 
switched to channel 13 following 
ithe merger of competing appli- 
cants for channel 8 and.a reevalu- 
ation of its chances to win the con- 
test. 

Replying to protests by three 
other channel 13 applicants against 
the grant of its dismissal request 
| without prejudice, Crosley con- 
tended the channel 
are not “parties in interest” in the 
channel 8 proceedings and are 
|“‘without legal interest” in the 
Commission's action in allowing 
dismissal. 

The channel 13 applicants had 
| contended that the FCC would not 
|have granted Crosley’s dismissal 
request without prejudice if Cros- 
ley had revealed its plans to shift 
/to channel 13. Dismissal with 
prejudice would have prevented 
Crosley from shifting 

Crosley denied that it misled the 
Commission in not divulging its 


(Continued on page 44) 


| Smoke & Wax Chain 


| James Sheldon, who stages Arm- 
strong’s “Circle Theatre” on NBC- 
|TV, has been tapped as one of four 
‘directors on the web's “Robert 
Montgomery Presents” in a four- 
| way production and direction inno- 
| vation. 

| Sheldon will be one of the two 
' masterminds for the Johnson's Wax 
\end. with alternating Lucky Strike 
baving a similar setup. 





13 applicants certainly hit hard 





IUORECARD ON 
STATION CITIES 


Washington, Dec. 8. 

The easy pickings which the 
only VHF stations have been en- 
joying for up to seven years in | 
many major TV markets are ra- | 
pidly disappearing. With the FCC 
finally getting around to holding 
hearings on channel contests in the 





Veteran Radio-TV Scripter 


Alan Lipscott 





single-VHF station markets, it | 
won't be long before VHF monop- | 
clies will be almost nonexistent. | 
But in a few areas, the V stations | 
will continue as the dominant out- | 
lets—at least until conversion to | 
the only competing UHF stations 
has reached 100%. 


Already, VHF competition has | 
become a reality in six pre-freeze | 
{single station markets. In five 
/others, VHF stations have been au- 
| thorized and will soon be in opera- | 
| tion. 
‘under way or have been scheduled. 
In the last group are the major 
markets of St. Louis, New Orleans, 





In five more hearings are, 


has written a humorous piece 


Laughs for Sale 


- ® * 
one of the many byline pieces in the 
48th Anniversary Number 
of 
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Chi Still In No. 2 

















Houston, Indianapolis and Mil- 
| waukee. 

This 
Jacksonville. Toledo, Tulsa, Buf- 
'falo, Norfolk. Richmond, Char- | 
lotte and Huntington, W. Va. No- | 
‘tification of hearings (so-called } 
“McFarland” letters) will likely | 


be sent out to VHF applicants in 
these cities within th2 


hearings should be scheduled. 
The remaining single-VHF mar- 
kets will probably stay that way 
because no additional VHF chan- 
‘nels are allocated. They comprise 
| the cities of Wilmington, Del.; New 


|Haven, Conn.: Bloomington, Ind.; 
Binghamton, N. Y.; Schenectady, 
iN. Y.: Utita, N. Y.; Lansing, 


Mich.: Kalamazoo, Mich.; Greens- 
boro, N. C.; Erie, Pa.; Johnstown, 
'Pa. and Lancaster, Pa. 

With the passing of the pre- 
freeze single-station market, a new 
era of competition in TV broadcast- 
ing, with lower profits per station, 
appears inevitable. Last year, the 
40 single station markets ac- 
counted for nearly half of the total 
profits of all 108 TV_ stations. 
Their average earnings were $634.- 
000—a phenomenally high figure 
when it is considered that about 
15 of the 40 one-station communi- 
ties are less than 150,000 popula- 
tion. 





Good & Bad Factors 

The impact of new stations in 
these areas will be both good and 
bad. For the public, it means a 
choice of programs for the first 
time and, in some cases, live in- 
stead of delayed shows by kine- 
scope It will also mean more 
local shows as the result of com- 
petition for audience. 

But the element of competition 
will have its sad side as well. The 
opening of the second VHF sta- 
tion in many markets will almost 
at the UHF op- 
erators who have grabbed channels 
in the expectation that it would be 
a long time before VHF hearings 


would be held In cities like St 
Louis. Pittsburgh. Buffalo, New 
Orleans. Milwaukee, Miami and 
Indianapolis, Where two more 


(Continued on page 42 


Holm as TY Actor 


Playwright John Cecil Holm will 


make a “comeback” as an actor 
next Friday night (11) on the 
“Mama” tele series Part is un- 


derstood in for a run, 

Before writing “Three Men On a 
Horse,” Holm was a legit actor, 
and he’s made occasional! thesping 
sorties since then, between = au- 
thoring numerous plays. 





TV Scoreboard 


Stations on air 335 
UHF on air 116 
Stations authorized ...... 612 
UHF authorized ........300 
Permits last week ....-... 10 


next two | 
months. Within four to six months, | 


| leaves 24 markets with ° | 
only one V outlet each, including “4 
Pittsburgh, Fort Worth, Miami, | Slot i Web Sales > 


ABC-TV Big Plum 


Chicago, Dec. 8. 
Although there’s been no signi-' 
ficant upturn in Windy City net- 
work TV program contributions 


this season, the town continues as 
41 major selling centre, second only 
,to New York in web billings. The 
uewly-powered ABC-TV operation | 
has especially benefited from the 
aavertising plums hereabouts, w.th 
Chi-booked network sales current- 
ly fetching in close to $1,000,000 
in gross billings every four weeks. 
| The just-launched Motorola full- 
hour Tuesday night dramatic show, 
an $80,000 time and production 
package, was 


the weekly Kraft “TV Theatre.” 
Both rank as major factors in the 
ABC resurgence not only in terms 
of income but prestige as well. 

Not counting such holdovers as 
the Mars-Kellog tandem sponsor- 
ship of “Super Circus” or Hot- 
point’s “Ozzie and Harmiet,” and 
other Chi-placed repeat accounts, 
new client wrapups this year rep- 
resent nearly half of the $1,000,000 
four-week take. The local ABC-TV 
team headed by James Stirton, di- 
rector cof network TV operations, 
and sales manager Jerry Vernon 
currently have 16 shows riding the 
web under the Chi Sales banner. 
Six of these are new this year. 

Besides the aforementioned 
Kraft and Motorola sales, new 
1953-54 biz includes the Realemon 
pickup of the John Daly news 
show. Armour’'s “Pride of the Fam- 
iiy,” Seely's “The Comeback 
Story,” ‘both alternate week pick- 
ups) and Ekco’s soon-ending satur- 
ation spread every-other-week on 
‘Jamie.” “Quick as a Flash,” 
“George Show” and Come- 
back,” 


‘MEDALLION’ RENEWS: 
RIDES 129 STATIONS 


Chrysler Corp. has renewed the 
CBS-TV “Medallion Theatre” for 
the ‘54 run on 129 stations, largest 


Jessel 


coverage for a dramatic series, 
with BBD&O turning in the good 
news last week. While the ren@wal 
came as no surprise, the motor 
outfit was well aware of the show's 
heavy competition, with its 10 
o'clock berth being the last seg- 
iment of NBC-TV “Show ot Shows.” 
However, “Medallion” has made 
steady rises in the ratings, with 
the latest Nielsen giving it a 21.6. 

MCA-package originates live in 
N. Y. and stars Broadway and Hol- 
lywood names, with several of 
ithese having made their teledebuts 
on the show. Mort Abrahams is the 


sold here as the| 
alternate to U. S. Steel hour. Ditto; 


WGAR-WXLY $3,750,000 Price Tag 
Answer to Prophets of Radio Doom; 
More Potential Buyers Than Stations 


Washington, Dec. 8. 

Highest price paid for a radio 
station in several years was re- 
vealed here over the weekend with 
the sale of WGAR in Cleveland by 
the G. A. Richards estate to the 
Peoples Broadcasting Co. for $1,- 
750,000. Also sold, for the same 
amount, were KXLY and KXLY- 
TV in Spokane, Wash., in which 
Ed Craney and Bing Crosby are 
largest stockholders, to the North- 
ern Pacific Radio Corp. and the 
Northern Pacific TV Corp., owned 
by a New York group. 

In its announcement of the $3.- 
750,000 sales, the Blackburn- 
Hamilton Co., media property bro- 
kers, pointed to the WGAR deal as 
“something more than another ra- 
dio station transaction” and “a sig- 
nificant and effective answer to the 
Prophets of doom and despair 
among radio station owners who 
were ready to close their doors 
and hang out the crepe when TV 
came along.” 


Company said it has more po- 
tential buyers for stations than it 
has properties to offer. Purchasers 
of the WGAR and KXLY proper- 
ties, it added, “have faith in the 
selling power of radio” and “would 
not be anxious to risk their money 
if they thought radio is dead or 
that ‘business is going into a tail- 
spin.” 

Purchase of WGAR marks the 
entrance of Farm Bureau Mutual 
Insurance Co. of Columbus. O., 
parent of Peoples, into bigtime ra- 
dio. Company owns stations in 

‘Continued on page 36) 





FCC Color Okay 


By Xmas Slim 


Washington, Dec. 8 

Prospects of FCC action on color 
TV by Christmas now look dim. 
Agency met with its staff last week 
to review status of the proceedings 
looking toward authorization, but 
Still has considerable work before 
it can reach conclusions on stand- 
ards. 

Commissioners are swamped 
these days with a mounting work- 
load in connection with T\ appli- 
cations, including oral arguments 
on examiners’ decisions, proceed- 
ings for assignments of more chan- 
nels, and hundreds of petitions in- 
volving for contests for stations. 
As these matters require imme- 
diate action, there’s little time for 
sessions on color 


However, it’s still hoped stand- 
ards can be authorized bv vear's 
end, but it won't be surprising “if 
action is not taken until the first 


or second week in January 


AD SCHNEIDER EXITS 
NBC FOR FLA. POST 


Ad Schneider is resigning this 
week as head of news and special 


events at NBC-TV to join Hack 
Swain Productions in Saresota. 
Fla.. as v.p. in charge of all TV 


and film operations for the outfit. 


His resignation at NBC-TV takes 
effect Friday (11) and he joins 
Swain next Tuesday (15 

Swain Productions is the film 


and recording arm of the George 
H. Poulson Co, It’s headed by Hac k 
Swain, to whom Schneider will re- 
port. He'll headquarter in Sarasota. 
His resignation from NBC follows 
a 15-year tour with the net, during 
which he launched the first live 
newscasts, in February of 1948, 
and produced or supervised several 
of NBC's top features, including 
the “March of Medicine” series 
“The Camel News Caravan,” and 
the web's coverage of the annual 
Rose Bowl and Tournament of 


producer and Don Medford directs. ' Roses Parade. 
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Television Followup Comment 
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Jimmy Durante and Ethel Mer-; starched wit that help “make” a;who is leading the underground 


man started a little late on Sun-| 
day’s (6) session of “Colgate Com- | 
edy Hour” on NBC-TV, but by the | 
latter half of the show, it was a} 
display rolling in high-gear. Every- | 
thing on the tail-end was socko. | 
The forepart of the session had its’ 
points, but it was evident that the, 
duo weren't on target all the time. | 

Miss Merman is probably one of 
the most assured singers in show 
biz. She projects with tremendous 
vitality and showmanship. She's 
surely a match for the great 
Durante. However, they just didn’t 
get started for a while. The Schnoz 
and Miss Merman duetting the 
songs that she and Miss Martin did 


the same impact. 

One of the faults might have 
been the fact that filmed and live 
portions of the show didn’t give off 
an even quality, the difference in 
reception was semetimes discon- 
eerting. The Durante show em- 

loved a gimmick of. relating this 
ete in terms of ancient Chinese 
drama. The presentation used the 
forms of the ancient Oriental plays 
which made a charming peg for 
Durante’s comedics. The Schnoz 
as a propman provided comedy in- 
terference with the action. One of 
the characters in this segment was 
a maid named Kal Cheim. Lineal 
descendants ‘Kalcheim) of this 
Oriental are prominent in the 
William Morris Agency. 

There are memorable moments 
in any Durante show. For example, 
Durante voluntarily cut short a 
dramatic moment because he didn't 
want to make it too tough for the 
Philco Playhouse to follow him. 

Miss Merman also had a top me- 
ment to herself when she duetted 
the fugue from “Call Me Madam” 
by herself with half the screen de- 
voted to her filmed image. 

Eddie Jackson had his usual 
romp, and Keye Luke as the 
Chinese conferencier gave good) 
support. Jose. 


With anyone else but Jack 
Benny they would have said, “he 
got lucky.” Two sockeroos in a 
row, Sundays-on-end, is an event 
reserved for the great. Those who 
rated his “Horn Blows at Mid- 
night” on “Omnibus” as the super 
of his TV career may by now have! 
revised their thinking. What | 
passed this reviewing stand can’t 
+. any worse than a photo finish. 

laying it close to the belt, it was. 
the year’s comedy standout in 
what may be teevee’s biggest com- 
edy year. 

In this first filming for the 
Luckies series, Jack Benny proved | 
indubitably that all the sponta- 
BHeity of the live show can be pre- 
served in the tinned concept. Not 
only that. but for added plussage 
it could also be in the forefront 
of anything he has ever done on 
TV. Good, better or best. as the 
mood of variables dictates, it hit 
the top strata and stayed there. 

If memory serves, early in his 
TV career he tried a similar tack 
of story line comedy with Clau- 
dette Colbert and Robert Mont- 
gomery and it scered mightily. 
Only the skeleton plot was re- 
tained but with Irene Dunn, Greg- 
ory Ratoff, Vincent Price and a 
butler named Rex Evans as co- 
protagonists it bagged more laughs 
that the limit allows. In the hands 
of anyone less skilled in the deli- 
cate comedy nuances, commonly 
called “touches,” it would have’! 
played like a dozen others. But 
with Benny and his polished help- 
ers, it was a classical gem of atom- 
ic humor. 

The situation called for Benny 
to dislodge Price as Miss Dunne’s 
leading man over Ratoff’s protest. 
That and little more but with 
Benny supplying the filling it 
made the big difference. From his 
writing staff of four he got literary 
lace, in his idiom, and at the tiller 
eharting the course through high 
waves of hilarity was Ralph Levy | 
and Hilliard Marks, crafty as they 
come in the comedy field. Just to 
pick one gag from the laugh- | 
packed script, Benny tagged off his | 
curtain speech by welcoming a 
new station in Las Vegas to the 
network. When he fumbled with 
the call letters, a voice from off 
stage stopped him. “Sorry, folks,” 

»%ker-faced Benny, “they just 
ost it.” 

It was Benny at his holiday best 
and every line and business glove- 
fitted to his peculiar traits of 
wringing laughs from every word 
and gesture. Miss Dunne was cap- 
itally correct and, to borrow from | 
Louella, “never looked lovelier.” 
The sputtering, excitable Ratoff 
was an excelient foil for Benny's 
ambitions and Price the exemplar | 
of suavity driven to outbursts of | 
bad temper. Evans as the butler 
supplied those little cameos of 
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| Two Cities,” a dramatization of the 


| peared to happen in “Gate.” Scrip- 


|parallel the Dickens classic as 
'clesely as possible, did a “twin” 
| bit with Jack Palance, making his 


man & Co. went back into the files 


singer Jack Russell, 


| people with talent and vigor. 
hostess Faye Emerson was good to | 


show. 


Luckily for Luckies this one was | 
on film. It’ll be around many times 
again, the standby for any emer- 
gency or just plain geprising be- 
cause it’s just plain so howling 
good. Helin. 





Motorola moved into the skip-a- 
week alternating slot with U. S. 
Steel on ABC-TV Tuesday (1) with 
the network’s “TV Hour” package, 
now dubbed the “Motorola TV 
Hour.” For the third show in the 
series and the first under the 
Motorola banner, exec producer 
Herb Brodkin brought out a mod- 
ern version of Dickens’ “Tale of 


Berlin 
Gate.” 

With Steel and Motorola sharing 
the Tyesday night time, the two 
series invite comparison, and here 
Steel comes off a winner. The 
Theatre Guild-produced segment 
has more discipline, a more mature 
and intelligent approach to video 
dramaties. On the other hand, the 
Motorola segment has wisely 
eschewed the heavier dramatics 
that distinguish the Steel stanza 
for the more popular type of show 
—western, comedy (as in the first 
two sustaining presentations) and 
intrigue ‘as in “Brandenburg 
Gate”). It's a smart approach to 
take, but it’s got to be broucht off 
just right. “Brandenburg “ate” 
wasn't right. 

A further distinction between 
the two series is the emphasis in 
Steel on character study and the 
Motorola accent on plot. Some- 
times the emphasis can be carried 
to extremes, and that’s what ap- 


struggle, “Brandenburg 


ter John Viahos. in an attempt te 





vidramatic bow, enacting the dual 
roles of an American journalist in 
West Berlin and an East Berliner 


uprising against the Communists. 
With the two Palances sn@aking 


| back and forth over the border and 


with Maria Riva as a fraulein who 
for a time ran around with the 
American Palance and then turned 
out to be the German Palance’s 
wife, the show was pretty much a 
study in contusion. Thomas Gomez 
as an opportunist of mixed loyalties 
didn't help much either. As a 
pictoralization of the struggles 
between East and West, the play 
registered only superficially, mainly 
because of the overemphasis on a 
trick plot. 


Palance, curiously enough, seem- 
ed more at ease in one part than 
in another. He was far more be- 
lievable as the German than as 
the cynical American who in the 
end sacrifices himself for “humani- 
ty” and for Miss Riva. Latter did 
her customary excellent job. 
Gomez did the best he could with 
a part that wasn’t too clearly de- 
lineated. Lili Darvas scored as an 
East German fanatic who betrays 
her husband for her own ambition 
and “the cause” and is finally 
destroved by -Palance. Others in 
the cast gave good support, par- 
ticularly Joseph Wiseman as a 
Russian commander. 


Play had plenty of excitement, 
but little else to commend it. 
Ralph Nelson's direction was on 
the ragged side, due largely to the 
vagaries of the script, but other 
production values were okay. Fred 
Stover’s six-set scenic job was 
good. Series, slanted as it is toward 


@ gencral audience, should build 


strongly, but the very desire to 
pitch it at the mass aud via less 
mature properties has its pitfalls, 
as demonstrated by “Gate.” 
Chan. 





“Toast of the Town” ran the 
gamut from culture to ean-can fast 
Sunday ‘6) via CBS-TV. It was a 
wide spread that lacked sustained 
impact but its range was so large 





_ TV Color Review 





YOUR SHOW OF SHOWS 


NBC is making fast and furious, 
with its chromatic scaling. Bob 
Hope, Donald O'Connor and a cou- | 
ple of specials like “Carmen” and | 
the KFO-Garroway “St. George & 
the Dragon” have been turned out 
to graze in the green-red-and-blue 
pastures and now “Show of Shows” | 
is over the rainbow hurdle. As a 
mere color rehearsal, staged for 
sponsors-agencies, et al. at the 
Center Theatre’s monitors-in-the- | 
cubicles and originating out of the 
usual Colonial Theatre tint HQ at 
5 o'clock last Saturday (5) four 
hours in advance of the regular 
monochrome menu. it represented 
about the best kind of shakedown 
that could happen. 

This being a 90-minute stanza 
with an enviable record in the 
imagination and general produc- | 
tion sweepstakes, they “just hap) 
pened” to have a show to play mate 
to the tint. To reduce the risk of | 
marital incompatibility, Max Lieb- 


for some surefire skits and pro- 
duction stanzas and in doing so 
“just happened” to think that 
maybe some surefire hands to aug- | 
ment the regular roster might be} 
in order. Everyone knows what | 


Sid Caesar and Imogine Coca are | 


capable of—in b&w or with the | 
hues added—so that’s no surprise. | 


| And that Car] Reiner and Howard | 


Morris could so extend themselves | 
at this outing as to reveal stellar | 
skill is no secret within the walls | 
of S of S.” Same goes for dancers | 
Bambi Linn & Rod Alexander; for | 
whom the} 
vision of color must have inspired | 
as to thesping and mobility—and | 


| that goes also for the socko terping | 


groups paced by James Starbuck. | 
Returning Bill Hayes ‘on leave | 
of absence from “Me & Juliet”) | 


}and Judy Johnson, his erstwhile | 
| vocal partner on the show (flown | 


in from the Coast), was another | 
master stroke, for all these are | 


And | 


look at, including the several | 
changes in couture that the color | 
additive enhanced to new dimen- | 
sions, as it did for nearly the en- | 
tire gamut of costumes and sets. | 

The big point is that-color needs | 
a show, and a show means people. 
The negatives can be corrected. 
For instance, the torepart was no 
great shakes on tint. Miss Coca} 
looked haggard under the low-key | 
hues with its dominant, sickly} 
green, The home-near-a-hangar | 


; i? 


| 
| 
| 


‘monochrome set, 


'teeoff with Caesar is a sound skit 


that appeared just as good on the 
perhaps even 
better. In the pair’s newsstand 
sketch, the green was hazy rather 
than definite and that, with mix- 
ture of “purple” and blue, seemed 
tasteless. The set was Okay in 
b&w, while of “studio” odor in the 


color display. An approach to good | 


color employment was in the Linn- 
Alexander “Blue Danube” number 
on full stage, but this lacked the 
occasional intimacy needed to get 
it off the ground, despite the 
sterling choreo. As a matter of 
fact, the first half hour put the 
RCA Victor commercials at the 


head of the class, with the closeups 


of a radio set particularly boffo. 
‘From here in the sponsor con- 
tributions were in monochrome 
since they're on celluloid; consid- 
ering the contrast disfavoring 
b&w, the ad agencies ought to get 
busy pronto.) 


About midway, color started its 


{rampage via reprise of the “Town 
| Clock” number with C & C, Mor- 
{ris and Reiner plus Ed Herlihy’s 
What went be- | 


smooth narration. 
fore was only a shakedown for this 
sock stanza, which is one of two 
sequences that NBC is kinnie-coi- 
oring. The ether—probably the 
best tint number ever telecast— 
was Liebman’s repeat of “Jazz 
Mikado” which, as far as the eye 
is concerned, ran the gamut of the 
spectrum in arresting hues that 
showed off the Japanese costumes 
and decor. The dancing an chirp- 
ing were not less than superlative 
and the cast put over a 20-minute 
dazzler with the collaboration’ of 
Messrs. Gilbert & Sullivan that 
made colorvision come of age in 
one fell swoop. G & S never had 
a finer interpretation in the off- 
beat version, 

Among the other numbers, Hayes 
did well in the Harold Arlen tune, 
“Any Place I Hang My Hat Is 
Home,” with low-key lighting; 
Caesar soloed on types of marriage 
proposals, but excess motion of his 
hands clouded the tint; Miss Coca, 
Starbuck and dancers did a rerun 
of “Sleeping Beauty” ballet where 
the hues were appropriately bright, 
almost stunning, with here and 
there a clash. C & C’s panto con- 
cert skit was good both as to per- 
formance and the tint. There were 
a couple of dozen reps from spon- 
sors and agencies and they saw 


what may have been the top color- | 


show turned out by the NBC corps 
in this closed-circuit edition. 
' Trau. 


that it couldn't help pleasing some 
of the viewers some of the time. 

Guestar Charles Boyer was the 
exponent of culture and the boys 
from the Princeton Triangle Ciub 
were the tacklers of the can-can. 
Boyer came off second best. His 
stint, a speech from Shaw's “Don 
Juan In Hell,” was fiery and pas- 
sionate but it meant little out of 
context. Boyer came on with plenty 
of power after Ed Sullivan set the 
scene but latter’s intro failed to 
explain what all the shouting was 
about. 


The Triangle troupe’s efforts, on 
the other hand, needed no explana- 
tion. Muscular males in femme 
garb are good for sight yocks and 
their can-can terping was solid. 
Sullivan gave the boys a strong 
plug for their touring “Alice in 
Blunderland.” 

“Kismet,” legituner which 
opened on Broadway last week, 
also was on Sullivan’s plug list. 
The big production scene was set 
in Persian styling a la “Kismet” 
and the show’s top song, “Stranger 
in Paradise” was given a neat read- 
ing by Julius LaRosa. Tune was 
blended with a topflight workover 
of “The Bell Song” by Metop star 
Roberta Peters. LaRosa also did 
an okay job with “Old Black 
Magic” and the inevitable “Eh, 
Cumpari.” 

Sam Levenson, on a_one-a- 
month basis, came through socko 
with a dissertation on marriage. 
Spiel was ——_ and delightful all 
the way. Magico Viggo Jahn and 
flamenco terpster Rafael Ruiz were 
okay fillers. 

Lincoln - Mercury commercials 
were dished out in good taste. 

Gros. 





“Fireside Theatre” on NBC-TV 
seems to be deliberately “playing 
down” quality. This suspicion is 
aroused and supported by last 
week's script choice—‘The Alien.” 
Granting that the title is provoca- 
tive and the theme, deportation 
proceedings, promising, merit ends 
there. The treatment of motivation 
‘and characterization is unreliev- 
edly hokey-pokey and would shame 
a “B” (for bad) double feature. 

The flavor of mediocrity starts 
with the central character. You 
| will tune in a good many tele- 
| dramas to encounter a more boob- 

like “hero.” Sonny has gotten 
/ himself jailed on a narcotics rap. 
'Sweet moral turpitude! So the 
tImmigration people, who discover 
he has no citizenship status be- 
cause his papa “forgot” to take 
out papers, want to send Sonny 
| back to Poland. The stupid son of 
'a stupid father. 

The cornball payoff: the young 
man escapes from Ellis Island, 
| quite a swim. But he really can- 
|not take it on the lam after a 
little girl of five throws a volley 
ball at him. In a gush of paternal 
|feeling, the hero rushes to the 
hospital where at that very in- 
stance, as the plot has it, his wife 
is giving birth to their own child. 
| Waiting for him in the hospital 
reception room is the benevolent 
and infinitely wise immigration in- 
| spector who has learned, while the 
| hero was swimming to the Jersey 
shore and doubling back, that the 
|true narcotics operator was an 





' 


ostensibly respectable citizen, 
|long admired by the young dope, 
/excuse the pun. Land. 


j 





The savvy that Lawrence Spr 
| Vak's “Meet the Press” usually 
shows in selection of an examinee 
was entirely missing with ex-Com- 
mie Elizabeth Bentiey on the re- 
ceiving end of the panel’s search- 
ing questions. It seemed obvious 
;}on last Sunday’s (6) NBC stanza 
|that Miss Bentley ceuld supply 
,nothing that isn’t already known 
and that her arsenal has long since 
| been exhausted by the FBI to 
| which she turned during the war 
|to expose Communist infiltration 
|into Government, ete. But that 
| Miss Bentley is no orthodox sen- 
sationalist was just as obvious in 
her refusal to get mixed up in the 
hot climate of political turmoil or 
| make irrensponsible responses, de- 
/claring time and again that she 
| would have to refer to her Senate- 
| House testimony for given data. 
As a result, moderator Spivak 
j}and the panel quartet seemed ex- 
|asperated at their “failure” to 
‘pierce Miss Bentley's defenses or 
| break down her deadpan inscruta- 
| bility. They tried—Raymond P. 
| Brandt (St. Louis Post-Dispatch); 
John J. Madigan (INS); Robert 
Riggs (Louisville Courier-Journal]), 
}and Richard Wilson (Cowles Publi- 
| cations)—but it was no soap. 
Trau. 





The mere idea of telescoping 
Dostoevski’s. portentuous “Crime 
;and Punishment” into half-hour 
iTV play—and in semi-monolog 


| 


form. yet—is a little frightening. 
That the “High Tension” show on 
WOR-TYV last week (3) managed to 
strip the voluminous work to its 
essentials’ and come up with an ac. 
ceptable and intriguing study of a 
tortured ‘soul is the more to its 
credit. 


Martin Kosleck, who used. to 
specialize in playing Nazi villains 
on the screen during and before 
the war, had the lead in what was 
called “The Deadliest Sin.” Thanks 
to very effective camera handling, 
ag ‘musical background and an 
expert performance which avoided 
a number of obvious pitfalls, the 
show had a unique quality. 


It takes a very accomplished ac- 
tor to carry off such a monoleg 
and to carry it off well. Kosleck, 
with the cameras concentrating on 
him for 30 minutes, did a remark- 
able job as the student who kills 
and whose conscience eventually 
gives him away. Jay Bennett did 
the adaptation which emphasized— 

ely—the psychological aspects 
of the story and the student’s inner 
struggle over whether he had the 
right to kfil. 

Richard Simon’s direction had 
considerable merit and kept the 
show from going stale after the 
first 15 minutes. Lawrence Menkin 

roduced. Sets were kept absolute- 
y simple. Narrator set the stage 
effectively and provided some of 
the dialog. Hift. 


oe 


The jazz note was the only thing 
that was muted in the adaptation 
of Mezz Mezzrow’s autobiog, “Real- 
7 The Blues,” on the NBC-TV 

obert Montgomery show Monday 
night (7). In every other respect 
this was a superlative drama o 
Shocking impact about a jazzman 
who was hooked on a four-year 
narcotics jag. 

This was strictly adult video and 
at 9:30 p.m., it’s hoped that no 
kids were watching this candid 
spectacle of deterioration and suf- 
fering in a junkie’s “lost week- 
end.” One nightmare ballet se- 
quence was both sexy and scarify- 
ing, and Jackie Cooper's portrayal 
of an addict’s agony was wincing 
in its realistic detail. That Cooper 
has emerged into an actor of high 
stature was fully proved in this 
hour stanza. 

The opening act of this drama, 
scripted by Agnes Eckhardt, set 
Cooper, as Mezzrow, in the context 
of a typical middle-class Jewish 
family completely alien to Mezz- 
row’s jazz ambitions. Lile the au- 
tobiog, the play was frank in its 
details and how Mezzrow came 
under the influence of Negro blues 
| while serving time in a reforma- 
| tory. Whether the details of the 
; Mezzrow book were followed liter- 
|ally is unimportant; the video 
| drama was fundamentally honest. 
| The rest of the teleplay deline- 
_ated the jazzman’s drive to lead 
| his own band, his early successes 
/and the subsequent failure which 

led to the dope kick. The drama 
|had pace and progression but, 
| above all, it was marked by Coop- 
er’s sensitive probing of the cen- 
tral role. An excellent supporting 
cast included June Dayton, 
Binns and Kenny Delmar. 

Herm. 








Diek Haymes was excused from 
a Coast hearing into his immigra- 
tion difficulties last week because 

was in New York collecting 
some useful clams from Auto-Lite. 
He proved a plausible and attrac- 
tive leading man in a “Suspense” 
story with an off-formula plot. 
This revolved around an actress 
who persists in acting out imag- 
inary dangers while on dates. Her 
own boy friend is wise to her prac- 
tical joking and so is the other 
girl but Haymes, as a visiting fire- 
man, tries to rescue the dame 
from a supposed threat of murder 
only to get himself jammed on a 
manslaughter rap when he knocks 
the supposed assassin down a 
flight of stairs. 

Only one thing wrong with the 
story: the American (and CBS) 
rule against socking women pre- 
vented Haymes from beating up 
that actress at the end. Such was 
the emotional impulse in at least 
one viewer. Land. 





Arnold Schulman’s 30-minute 
adaptation of the Ernest Heming- 
way story, “Capital of the World,” 
was the dramatic highlight of 
“Omnibus” on CBS-TV Sunday 
afternoon (6). The show was also 
marked by a dance version of the 
same short story by the Ballet The- 
atre troupe which provided some 
poignant touches, but without the 
| sustained impact of the prose play. 
| The straight drama, directed by 
| Yul Brynner, was a sensitive por- 
(Continued on page 48) 
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~ Winchell’s Blast at Press Blackout 


Walter Winchell was first the 


newsboy and second the news- 


caster with his hard-hitting indictment of the newspaper Strike, 
conceding that radio and TV cannot, in his opinion, match the 
void created among 8,000,000 New Yorkers by the news blackout. 
He likened it to a “disturbing sample of the barren life behind 


the Iron Curtain,” and endorsed 


newspapers as a “mental stimu- 


jant,” of which the metropolis has been stripped. Winchell’s edi- 
torial continued that “a free press is a public utility” and that 
“the family newspaper is what the name implies—a mentor to the 


family.” 


It was fitting that Winchell was even more news- 


worthy on this, his 22d anniversary with ABC, which had a prop 
birthday cake (with a culinary orchid appropriately adorning it). 

The accent on the press’ values for pictures and plays was ob- 
vious, and Winchell did a capsule review of the new entries: a 


plug for “Kismet”; and a strong 


pitch for the N. Y. Times’ 100 


Neediest Cases, a civic event which that great newspaper sparks 
annually at this pre-Yule season but, which because of the photo- 
engravers’ strike, has been deprived of its proper publicity. 


All Jack Webb Wants Is 
A Xmas Classic—Just A 
Xmas Classic, Ma’am 


By LEONARD TRAUBE 

The New York press got a hur- | 
ried dum-da-da-da-dum call— or a) 
reasonable facsimile thereof—last | 
week (4) to attend a screening, | 
held at the Universal-International 
Bldg. on Park Ave., of a Christmas 
story line that “Dragnet” skeds for | 
its Dec. 24 show on NBC-TV. Due! 
to the 11th hour arrangements and | 








quickie revision of press lists sup- | 
plied by too many sources (direc- 


ON THE CAROUSEL 
With Allen Ludden, emcee; Mii- 
bourne Christopher, Lydia Reed, 


others 
Producers: Hal Thompson, Fler- 

ence M. Monroe 
Director: Ned Cramer 
60 Mins.; Sat., 9 a.m. 
WCBS-TV, New York 

WCBS-TV, the CBS Gotham key, 
has been building its Saturday 
ayem schedule for the juvenile 
audience over the past few months, 
and now. with the cooperation of 
the New York City Board of Edu- 
cation, has come up with an hour- 
long educational - entertainment 
session for the youngsters that 
should prove the bulwark of the 
juve block. “On the Carousel” is 
a sort of “Dave Garroway Show” 
for youngsters; it’s an informal 
session that takes the kiddies on a 
tour around the studio for either 


MAN OF THE YEAR 
With Ogden Nash, narrator-host; 
Ben Gazarra; Viadimir Selinsky, 
musical director 
Director-Producer: Dee Engelbach 
Writers: Ken Englund, Dee Engel- 
bach 
60 Mins., Sun., 5 p.m. 
PARKER PEN CO. 
NBC-TV, from New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 
Parker Pen Co., in cooperation 
with Time magazine, took over the 
5 to 6 p.m. Sunday slot on NBC- 
TV this week (6) for a special one- 
hour ‘‘Man of the Year” telecast. 
Preempting the Hallmark ‘Hall of 
Fame” show for the occasion, the 
Parker outfit, all told. splurged to 





ithe tune of $180,000 ‘including 
itime and talent) for this pre- 
{Christmas one-shot designed to 


i spotlight the newsmakers of the 
| year as a video warmup for Time's 


(This plug is in face of Winchell’s not unknown hassles with the 
N. Y. Times on previous occasions). His emphasis on the news- 
paper’s importance to report “the pageant of life,” its means of 


|tor-star Jack Webb's personat list, 


entertainment, education and most-| annual vear-end front-cover “Man 
{ * ‘ : 
;Cunningham & Walsh ad agency’s | 


iy a mixture of both. lof the Year” kudo. It’s gonna take 
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communication, be it a Hollywood divorce or an international 


schism, will have historic significance. 


It is doubly significant be- 


cause the radio-TV press accounts have been nice-Nellie about re- 
poriing the bare facts in deadpan manner; Winchell has been the 


first 


colorful coming-to-grips with the situation 


in the sea of 


stilled voices, both in printer’s ink and microphonic expression— 


at least in the metropolitan New 


York sector. Publishers’ trade- 


papers and out-of-Gotham newspapers, however, have been moved 
to deploring the news blackout as a violation of the First Amend- 
ment of the Constitution—the abridgement of a free press. Abel. 








FOUR TO GO 
With Hal Block, Frann Weigle, 

Jackie Van, Bob Trendler, Star 

Noters 
Producer: Les Lear 
Director: Sheldon Cooper 
30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 11 a.m. 
Sustaining 
WGN-TV, Chicago 

Hal Block, whilom ‘What's My 
Line” panelist, makes his Windy 
City TV bow with this gadget- 
cluttered quizzer that shapes up as 
okay fare for the morning dialers 
who like a lot of hurly-burly with 
their second cup of coffee. As an 
adept quipster, Block has the stuff 
to keep this sort of clambake roll- 
ing along. But with a five-a-week 
exposure he'll have to slow down 
his gag-a-minute pace, and for the 
sake of the studio contestants’ 
possible lumbago he’d do well to 
cut back on _ his’ backslapping 
geniality. 

Quiz device brings on two con- 
testants per show who, with the 
help of a home viewer reached by 
phone, vie for a string of prizes, 
plus the usual jackpot. Four ques- 
tions are clued musically by chirper 
Jackie Van or pianist Bob Trend- 
ler, backed by the Starnoters com- 
bo and by the quickie screening of 
a Soundie film clip. Miss Van sells 
a nice song, besides giving the 
show a neat femme flash. Frann 
Weigle handles the phone ques- 
tions and spiels the giveaway 
blurbs With easy-to-take gusto. 

With so much activity shoe- 
horned into 30 minutes, timing is 
a tough problem. Session caught 


(2) ran over, cutting off the jackpot | 





finale. Dave. 
LADY OF THE HOUSE 
With Barbara Walker Hummel, 


Pearl Silverson 
Producer-Director: 
cross, Jack Renn 


60 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 3 p.m. 
Participating ” 


WHBQ-TV, Memphis 


Wilson North- 





Barbara Walker Hummel, Miss 
America of ‘47, makes her debut 
into video over WHBQ-TV, Mem- 
phis’ second TV outlet, but will 
probably need beaucoup polishing 
and know how—if the one-hour 
cross-the-board stanza is going to 
catch on down here. She's easy on | 
the eyes, but registers rather on 
the minus side in putting her mes- | 
Sage across and holding the list. | 
ener. it seems that her shows | 
lacked prepping as the WHBQ-TV 
beauty demonstrated in inter- 
viewing ~~ several guests when 
caught. Memphis’ own Miss 
America of '47 used a note book 
and other notes in rather staged 
informal interview—which didn’t | 
click. 

However, when she took her orbs | 
off the notes, she seemed at ease | 
and what's more, the gal can ad- | 
lib in fairly good style. She should 
Capitalize on this and prepare her | 
interviews sans the note depart- | 
ment. Her “Lady of the House” 
has all the earmarks of scoring 
with less camera acting and with 
more attention in doing a down-to- 
earth stint for the Dixie femme 
audience. Mrs. Hummel has all | 
it takes (and more, too!) to rack up 
a hefty audience by shunning the | 
Stagy stuff and lengthy interview 
routines. | 

Pearl Silverson, home economics 
Specialist from the U. of Okla.,! 
holds her own in the opening por- 
tion of the one-hour show which 
1s Well produced by Wilson North- | 
cross and Jack Renn. Mrs. Silver- 
son scores heavily with her easy- 
to-follow adlib ‘household hints. } 
She proves her natural ability by 
turning in another neat stint of | 
showmanship when she made an 


| 


| 





| opener, 


GENERAL MOTORS THEATRE 

(Operation Europa) 

With Gene _ Lockhart, William 
Needles, Alice Hill, Paul Klig- 
man, Charmion King, John 
Colicos, Eleanor Stuart, Josef 
Furst, Alex McKee, Barry Morse, 
George McCowan and others 

Producer: Mavor Moore 

Director: Silvio Narizzano 

90 Mins., Tues., 9 p.m. 

CBC-TV, from Toronto 

(MacLaren) 

With General Motors of Canada 
Ltd. handing over an initial $235.- 
000 for a 26-weeks’ drama series. 
former CBC Theatre now has a 
sponsor for a five-city Canadian 
hookup, plus Vancouver (12) on 
film and such similar future com- 
mitments. It’s claimed by Mavor 
Moore, CBC-TV topper, that new- 
named “General Motors Theatre” 
is the only 90 minutes weekly 
drama series in North America. 
Also noted that the $9.000: produc- 
tion cost of the opening stanza is 
made possible only by fact that the 
State-owned Canadian Broadcast- 
ing Corp., controlling TV here. can 
present the series as a “service” 
undertaking for a fourth of the 
costs necessitated in the U. S. on 
time and talent. 

Flown in as guest “host” for 
opener was Gene Lockhart as 
forerunner of names for the weekly 
chore, with Sir Ceuric Hardwicke 
next. Teeoff tagged ‘Operation 
Europa” is a spy story set in a 
mythical mid-European 
cast complete 
the embassy crowd, foreign news- 
paper correspondents and the hero, 
a flier just in from Korea who 
knows plenty about a telescopic 
lens that penetrates fog conditions. 
Play is strictly cloak-and-dagger 
formula, with some _ propaganda 
speeches on democratic liberties, 
plus peace aims and the cold war, 
backgrounded by un-named enemy 
infiltration and treason within the 
embassy staff. 

Leads to flier getting a Mickey 
Finn in a bar and his subsequent 
kidnapping by “friends” for a 
lengthy interrogation (visually de- 
tailed) under drugged third degree 
and then hypnotized into returning 
to the embassy to photograph top 
secrets, with microfilms concealed 
in a cigaret lighter. Chase action 
is recovery of the lighter and sur- 
prise identity of the traitor. Whole 
tale of espionage is trite on for- 
mula but builds well on suspense. 
together with interlocking marital 
problems. Moral is that the democ- 
racies are too trusting of their 
supposed friends and that this is 
foolish. (Not mentioned that hold- 
ers of top secrets should not fre- 
quent bars and pick up casual 
acauaintances, male or female.! 

Direction was taut. technical 
setup commendable, plus acting 
capabilities of a cast in what might 


| otherwise be classed as a B movie; 


but puzzling as to why Gene Lock- 
hart, a fine actor, should be limited 
to the role of plugger for General 
Motors products, despite latter 
picking up the tab. Announce- 
ments, however, are brief on 
intermissions of the three- 


jact play. and signoff on following 


week's attraction and guester. 
MeStay. 





occasional harmless “fluff in 
turning out her daily recipes. The 
WHBQ-TV home-maker and recipe 
artist knows her way around a 
kitchen and does an_ all-around 
down-to-earth show with plenty of 
poise. 

Camera work is ok in the segue 
from scene to. scene. Station and 


| 
| 
| 
| 
j 


list for Chesterfields, NBC’s regu- 
lar looksee list, etc.), UI’s projec- | 


| tion room was just this side of 
i SRO, but it was a representative 
| turnout. 


With the narrow corridors con- | 
gested at the pre-screening, no 


| place to sit down, and a flock of 


UI clerks and stenographers of the 
femme gerder crowding the door- 
ways to take on opportunistic gan- 
der at the principal character, an 
anticipated mass or individual in- 
terview went into “Operation Jet- 
tison.”” However, there had been 
an unwritten understanding that 
Webb was not there to be third- 
degreed but to lend the mere fact 


| of his presence to the screening. 


capital, | 
with ambassadors, ! 


He had stayed over after guesting 
on Milton Berle’s show two days 
before. 

“Dragnet” was kingsize in more 
ways than one on a regulation 
screen. With color added, it was a 
whopper. If the Yule TV show is 
done in tint, the monochrome seg- 
ments will be regarded as a toler- 
ated stepbrother. Counting the in- 
stitutional plug for the ciggie ‘the 
middle blurb was onfitted) the 
color scheme totaled a great big 
plus commercially and artistically. 
To be sure. some of the hues, espe- 
cially those that stemmed from 
various objects in the church, were 
a bit overpowering; but perhaps 
they were intentionally so, to give 
upbeat to the sacred objects, 
stained windows, etc., in an other- 
wise humble house of prayer. 


By undoubted design, the stanza 
that Webb was fronting as a Christ- 
mas classic rigged to the annual 
reprise route lacked the tenseness 
of the regular series, but otherwise 
it was in there with the crisp and 
precise playout and suspenseful 
touches, false trails and remark- 
able closeup facets that mark the 
parent as the’ standout 
drama. In Christmas dress, this 
“Dragnet” is, as usual, ‘predicated 
on tracking down a culprit sans, 
however, the “stakeouts’” and 
some of the other snappy and 
humorous passages in dialog, nar- 
ration and incident that are con- 
ventional with the vidpixer. 

Passing over the body of the 
story, which is as good as most 
scripts in this winning skein ‘and 
that’s usually better than anything 
else in TV), there's a smash wind- 
up in which the “thief” turns out to 
be a Mexicali moppet who's stolen 
a statue of the Child.Jesus from 
the altar of his church. It’s an 
appropriate ending on the Xmas 
theme, with Webb and pard Ben 
Alexander failing, of course, to 
bring the moppet in; he comes in 
himself, down the long aisle lead- 
ing to the altar, with Webb, Alex- 
ander and the padre watching in- 
tently and sometimes bemusedly as 
the dark-skinned youngster makes 
the approach. As he finally con- 
fronts them and explains his theft 
in Spanish, with the priest translat- 
ing, it develops, slowly and effec- 
tively, that the cart he has used 
as a vehicle for the statue which 
he is returning, had been given to 
him by a charity as a reconstructed 
toy after he had prayed for just 
such a gift. He had _ promised 
that if his prayers were answered 
the Child Jesus would get the first 
ride and, lacking such a statue 
himself, had pilfered the represen- 
tation from the altar. 

This is a warm and _ inspiring 
| story; certainly an unusual treat- 
ment for “Dragnet.”” Whether it 
contains the elements for peren- 
nial hardiness as a Yuletime stan- 
za is something the public decides 
and not the critics. 

Cardinal Spellman of New York 
was understood making arrange- 
'ments to show the film in Korea 
where he’s been visiting annually 


production staff deserve a salvo of for the Xmas period since the war 


applause here, Matt. 


‘broke out there, 


police + 


|TV 


Allen Ludden, who for most of 


his show biz career has been asso- | 


ciated with radio, makes his first 
major plunge into video here, and 


comes up as a winning personality. | 


He’s gentle and intormal with the 
kiddies, he doesn’t push them or 
talk down to them, and if the 
series maintains the standards set 
by the first show, they'll soon be 
calling him Uncle Allen. 

Initial segment broke down to 
five parts, a magic show, a look at 
people and goods from a foreign 
country. a pet show, a musical seg- 
ment and finally an_ interview 
Ludden all the while led a young- 
ster (there'll be a different one 
each week: through the studio, 
dropping in on each portion of the 
show. Any moppet at home might 
have felt he was along on the tour. 

Magician was Milbovrne Chris- 
topher, and while his tricks were 
of the elementary sort, he delight- 
ed the group of youngsters sur- 
rounding him. Next on the agenda 
was children of members o* the 


' Philippine a ee to the United 
i 


Nations, who d some Filipino 
dances very gracefully, showed 
some products of the Islands. de- 
scribed various phases of life there 
and most important, showed the 
kiddies at home that they weren't 
very much different from them- 
selves. 

Pet show consisted of some 
smal] and tame animals brought 
down from the Bronx Zoo by a 
young lady who obviously deals 
with children ail the time She 
showed how to hold a rabbit. a 
guinea pig and a snake, explained 
their eating habits. mentioned the 
antagonism between an owl she 
had brought and the snake. Bet- 
ter still, she had the children hold 
and feed the animals, and over- 
came the fear of some of them 
toward the animals 

Music was provided by an or- 
chestra of voungsters from PS. 
233 in Brooklyn. where some 300 
of the students play an instrument. 
Viewers were shown how a con- 
ductor modulates tone and brings 
all of the segments of the group 
into a unified whole. Final seg- 
ment of the show had Ludden talk- 
ing to eight-year-old Lydia Reed. 
an already accomplished legit and 
actress. ‘Little Miss Reed 
showed plenty of poise and savvy, 
but her inside info and demonstra- 
tions on camera and microphone 
techniques ‘verv well followed by 
camera and boom men, _inci- 
dentally) must have proved a 
source of fascination for her mop- 
pet viewers. Also shown was a 
portion of a kinnie from one of 
her “Robert Montgomery Presents” 
appearances a year ago that was 
imovressive 

Hal Thompson of WCBS-TV and 
Florence M. Monroe of the Board 
of Ed rate kudos for their produc- 
tion job on the show: ditto Ned 


; Cramer for his excellent direction. 


And the station can take a well- 


deserved bow for a program in- 
telligently conceived and smartly 
executed One sour note Show 


was followed by a feature film re- 
plete with violence and definitely 
not in the proper programming 
vein for kiddies. Station will have 
to do something about that 10 to 
11 a.m. slot. Cha 


RECORDIALLY YOURS 
Director: Bill Gildersleeve 
30 Mins., Wed., 8 p.m. 
WPMT, Portland. Me. 

Outlet loses initial 
Arthur Godfrey 
every other week, and has filled 
with this okay disk jock session 
with results to date in mai! pull 
that outpace net session that it re- 
places 

Format has station announcer 
spinning disks on desktop-stanced 
portable plavers of various makes, 
with audio actually supplied by 
consoles in control room. Participat- 
ing sponsors from local area send 
in their record dept. managers with 
clutch of platters which they 
tempt to sell to teenster trio, with 
the latter's barefaced comments 
fairly rough on examples spun.at 
session caught. but still exuding 
enouch enthusiasm for pops in gen- 
eral to keep the stanza interesting 
‘and the sponsors satisfied. Inci- 


half-hour of 
“Friends” show 


at- 


ra lot of pen-gifting to pay off that 


180G tab (whether or not Parker 
turns it into an annual TV affair 
will dspend on those Yuletide 
sales charts For Time mag it 
added up to a 60-minute cuffo 
commercia! 


Practically evervbody of anv dis- 
tinction vot in his innings on the 
show, either anpearing live or via 
film clips. It'll probably go down 
as one of the “toughest to pro- 
duce” shows of the year and con- 
sidering all the elements involved 


the integration of film with live, 
the svlit screen techniques. the 
blending of science. fiction with 
reality and the ambitious attempt 


to vest a wordy 
showcase with entertainmert vai- 
nes), producer-dirertor Dee Enze!- 
bach. writer Ken Englund and the 
others involved in the effort 
ably heaved the biggest sizh of 
rejief in TV annals at the final 
fadeout. It was the kind of al'- 
encompassing show that cou'd 
have blown a hundred fuses in a 
hundred different nlaces. vet sur- 
vrisingly enough it was broucht 
in with hardly a vroduction hitch 
and whet ecsentiallv was a gab 
show ‘with Ovcden Nash as narrc- 


documentary 


Dro )- 


tor-host tied tovsether the varios 
components wee Parbed with 
enough virtua! and ertertsainment 


festures to sive it a fleeting and 
well-rounded au-lits 

To give it story value and con- 
tinuitv. the hour show was bniit 
around Ben Govarra ‘of the “End 
As A Man” legiter! in the role of 
an entervrising reporter on a rov- 
ing mission over New York to un- 
cover the choice of the man or the 
woman who hed the greatest ofect 
on the news in ‘53. Thus within 
the prorvram'’s span the spotlictht 
on nominations ran the vamut 
from Fred Allen's brace of sugtes- 
tions—Arthur Godfrev as the 
“most humble man of the vear” 
to J. Fred Muggs ‘the chimn on 
Dave Garroway’s “Today” show:: 
a bartender's rolling of niterv hab- 
itues with Kinsey and Native 
Dancer as the lead candidates. and 
Mickey Sopillane’s designation of 
“the averace cop.” 

But aside from the lichter-tem- 
noed excursions into the “Club 
Chez” visit (for a sreciall, 
duced “Man of the Year” vroduc- 
tion number: the Fred Allen han- 
ter: a musical sequence with Artie 


pro- 


Shaw and his Gramercy 5 at the 
Embers Club and a space shio 
foray with some moppets. the 
show's maior elements comonrised 
more sobering, reflective moments. 
Projected into the forefrort in- 
variably backgrounded by “in-ver- 
son” avpearances or filmed docu- 
mentation: were such “cancidates” 
as President Fisenhower: Bernard 
Baruch. Alfred Einstein 25s “one of 
the eight universe builders’: A’- 
bert Schweitzer Artie Shaw's 
choice) for art. religion. medicine, 
music and humeanitarien: the late 
Senator Robert A. Taft. John Fos- 
ter Dulles. Winston Churchill Ate 
tornev General Brownell) Stalin 
and Malerkovy Genera! Willian 
Dean: Capt. Joseph McCorrel, 
the jet ace of the Korean War: 
Gen. George C. Marshall. Marshsl 
Tito, Wernher von Braun, the 
wnided missile expert. etc Lou 
Little vicked Ben Hovan, Fare 
nicked Florence Chadwick Jack 
Dempsey picked Sande Miss 


Chedwick picked Rocky Marciano. 
nd so on 


Gazarra (in the fictional trea't- 
ment! decided that “man himselt”’ 
rated the year-end accolade. The 
narrator's “only Time will tell” 
signoff reaccented the show's 
premise as a 180G trailer tor a 


tmag that built a gimmick into an 
Institution 

Parker Pen commercials were in 
good taste and used commendable 
restraint Rose. 


dentally, a unanimous ns.g. was 
voted for the 1953 crop of Christ- 


mas novelties, with only “Santa 
Zaby" rating a mighty-buy nod 

As presently constituted, pro- 
gram appears hastily concocted 


and shows this most obviously by 
being completely devoid of gim- 
micks. Possibly this is the way to 
do one of these things. Don. 
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~ DuM Pro Grid Telecasts 


Continued from page 33 
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and six regional bankrolling deals, ; that the clubowners, aside from the | 


amounting to over $4,500,000 in | 
billing and boosting the net’s total 
billings 30% of this year, and via! 
the solid ratings the games have | 
drawn against big-show competi- | 
tion on other webs. Average Niel-| 


coin jingling in from video rights 
sold to the net and sponsors, are | 
headed toward their best gate in| 
history, one which will exceed last | 
year’s record of 2,149,632 attend- | 


ance. Such record gates as the| 


'on television, the professionals are | 




















busy making friends with ifeir TV | 
program. They are creating new | 
fans. TV is whetting the public's | 
appetite for football.” 


STS 


WGAR-WXLY 


————-_ ‘Continued from page 33 
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| Doody” has for some time had that 
| worried look vis-a-vis the rating 
'graphs on the Coast, where the 
| cross-boarder fares so poorly as to 
——=—| make an on-the-scene visit there 
Trenton, N. J., Worthington, O.,;| mandatory. So Bob Smith & Co. 
and Fairmont, W. Va. It also has/ will point their thu..bs toward 





sen for the 14 Sunday games dur- | 85,000 attendance at Los Angeles, a TV permit for a UHF station in | California for two weeks of dipsy- 


ing the six weeks ended Nov. 7/| Coliseum for the L. A. Rams-San | Trenton. 


Farm Bureau recently | “Doody”-ing starting Jan. 11. Here 


was a solid 27.0, with the highest | Francisco 49ers game and the 93,-| sold its Washington, D. C., station,| too, as in the Jack Webb reverse 


individual game getting a 33.1 and | 000 at the Coliseum for the Rams-| WOL, for $125,000. 


the lowest a 20.0. 
nights, against even tougher com- | 


On Saturday | 


petition (“Show of Shows,” Jackie | 


Gleason, et al.), the average for 
seven games in the same six-week | 
period was 23.8, with a, high of 
8.6 and a low of 19.2. For all 21) 
Saturday and Sunday games, the 
average was 25.9. That's a lot of 
audience for any web, but espe- 
cially for DuMont, which exceeds 
20 on very few of its year-round 
shows. 

That the National Football 
League itself is happy with the ar- 
rangement was testified to -by the 
fact that Comr. Bert Bell made the 
DuMont setup a part of his defense 
in the anti-trust suit against the 
League. He pointed out that the 
League no longer unduly restricts 
televising of pro football, that it’s 
public service-minded via the tele- 
casts. 

Even more important is the fact 


“vincer,” he said. 


Detroit Lions fray are traced to} 
video’s fan-creating touch. 


Vie Morabito, co-owner of the) 


'49ers, said that home attendance | 


has averaged 44,000, which is 3,000) 
per game higher than last year. 
He expects to top last year’s profits 
of $195,000. “TV was the con- 
“The telecasts | 
brought up a lot of new customers 
whom we found couldn't be enticed 
to the stadium by other means. TV | 
has proved to all of us that we real- | 
ly have a major league sport in 
pro bail.” 

Tipoffto the success of the Du- 
Mont grid grind came in a recent 
statement from Ed ‘ Moose) Krause, 
Notre Dame athletics director and , 
one of the severest critics of the | 
highly restricted NCAA television 
policy. He was reported as saying: 
“The pros are smarter than we are. 
While the colleges and the NCAA 
are pondering about who will be 


| step in the liquidation of the three | 


'visitation breakout, the quickie 
Sale of WGAR also is another will be surrounded by promotion. 
Not clearly in this one-coast-to- 
50 kw radio stations owned by the | another invasion is Hallmark’s TV 
late G. A. Richards, who died in| “Hall of Fame,” although its N.Y. 
the midst of prolonged FCC pro- | based production of (and with) 
ceedings on charges of news-slant- | Maurice Evans’ w.k. “Richard II” 
ing, particularly on station KMPC | in extension to two hours is ex- 
in Los Angeles, Richards’ widow| pected to focus an attention on the 
recently sold KMPC to a company Albert McCleery-reined stanza that 


headed by Gene Autry. Only WJR | :t hasn’t enjoyed since last sea- 


in Detroit is left of the big three. | son’s history-making production of 
Purchasers of KXLY are Rich- |‘ Hamlet” starring Evans. Whether 
ard Jones, formerly general man-|the presence of Evans and a legit 
ager of WABD in New York; Jo-|cast in the rarely given Shakes- 
seph Harris, former president of | Pearean opus—which is certain to 
Motion Pictures for TV; and Nor- | ™ake a dent in the rating banks— 
man Eisenstein, real estate oper- | Will be a persuader in shifting the 
ator and industrialist. Hallmark show into a larger quota 
of~Gotham originations wherein 
| legit talent can be used more ex- 
Seattle—Earl Reilly, Jr., account | tensively, is undetermined at this 
exec at KING here, has been| Point. It’s slotted for Jan. 24. 
named program director for the Sherwood From Coast _ 
station, announces Otto Brandt, NBC-TV’s reverse angle applies 
v.p. and general manager. ‘in the case of Robert E. Sher- 
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Like giant horns on the horizon, radio-relay 
towers carrying television programs throughout 
the country are now standard fixtures in the 


American scene. 


Today these radio-relay systems together with 
coaxial cable facilities make possible an audi- 
ence of one hundred million people who may 
see and hear the same event at the same instant. 

The ability to carry important public events, 
programs of education and entertainment for 


PROVIDING TRANSMISSION CHANNELS FOR INTERCITY RADIO AND TELEVISION TODAY AND TOMORROW 


millions of Americans truly makes the horm- 
shaped radio-relay antennas an important addi- 
tion to our nation’s resources, 


Already more than $100,000,000 worth of Bell 
System facilities and equipment are devoted 
to furnishing television network service. The 
rapidly expanding television routes extend from 
coast to coast and from the Great Lakes to 
the Gulf of Mexico. They total some 40,000 
channel miles. 


BELL TELEPHONE SYSTEM 








‘Howdy’, Webb, Et Al 


Continued from page 31 


wood’s first teleplay under his net- 
work pact, with the playwright’s 
“The Backbone of America” ridin 

cut ef Hollywood under a $155,008 
talent and production label. Bas- 
ing on the Coast is predicated on 
a twofold theory: immediate avail- 
ability of top picture stars plus 
production elbow room and away 
from a congested New York with 
its counterpart in “yesmen” whose 
cpinions, sought and unsought, can 
add up to plethora of script and 
technique havoc. (Here also the 
results will condition a decision by 
sponsoring Miller Beer and NBC 
production brass headed by Adrian 
Samish as to where Sherwood’s 
next two vlays u*der that sponsor- 
ship will emanate. Miller has the 
optien which it can exercise for an 
Easter and a summertime stanza. 
If the Coast “Backbone” is a click, 
that climate will probably be 
favored for at least one of Sher- 
wood’s next pair as far as the lager 
outfit is concerned.) Wendell 
Corey is the first of four stars 
pacted by Samish for the teleplay. 


There have been other two-ply 
‘segment and talent) exchanges 
since the season was launched, but 
the next major bag-and-baggage 
transplantation will bring Wally 
Cox & Co. to the Coast Dec. 13 
for an origination on Fred Coe’s 
“Mister Peepers” with an upbeat 
in the ratings out thataway in 
mind. Not included in the flight 
will be one of the key funny girls, 
Marion Lorne, who _ piays_ the 
absentminded teacher. Reason is 
she’s allergic to planes. Her part 
will be written out. 








Deejay Allison 


aqua Continued from page 30 


what can only be described as a 
switch on McCarthy’s own pa- 
tented angle. 


As a good illustration, Allison 
recently covered the suspension of 
suspected Red teachers in this city 
by inviting to his show several of 
their pupils and querying these 
students to learn if they had been 
“slanted” by anything these al- 
leged Red teachers had taught 
them. This broadcast was a tie— 
one said yes, one said no, and pro- 
duced a deluge of phone calls. 

During the broadcast, one stu- 
dent, now in business, took time 
out to make a forcible aside to 
the radio audience insisting that 
his appearance on the Allison pro- 
gram did not mean hé was a Red. 

Allison has kept his own politics 
a mystery to Philadelphians, in- 
sisting he is a registered inde- 
pendent voter. Recently, he took 
a slam at a bill proposed by a 
legislator who happens to be a 
close personal friend of the Sylk 
brothers, Allison’s sponsors. He 
has also taken verbal punches at 
city politicians, at the high transit 
fares, and has come out openly 
for legal gambling. Mixed into 
this Quixotic crusading are 
equally toxic issues, such as the 
defense of a crooner who sought 
a divorce, and a demand over the 
apres that the “Rosenbergs 

ry.” 
‘1-Syllable Lowell Thomas’ 

Allison is a strictly one-syllable 
Lowell Thomas and his fracture of 
syntax and eloquent mastery of in- 
elegant speech has won him a 
midnight following ranging from 
State senators to elevator boys. 

According to Allison, the FBI 
have been “fine” and came into 
his life recently to private-eye 
threatening letters received by 
him. Allison makes a point of 
giving a digest over the air of 
every phone call he receives dur- 
ing his broadcast, either pro or 
con, and has a policy that no mat- 
ter what is said about him on the 
phone, he will repeat it in sub- 
stance on the air. 

Guests on his program recently 
have included Drew Pearson, rep- 
resentatives of the Friends Society 
of Philadelphia, and a member of 
the counsel for Senator McCarthy’s 
committee. 

Allison insists he is against 
communism in government, but is 
alsq “investigating committees us- 
ing the tactics of inquisition and 
innuendo.” 

Importance of the Allison pro- 
gram is that he is the only DJ on 
a controversial kick outside of New 
York who has the intestinal forti- 
tude to tackle what is at least 
very risky open-mike program- 
ming. 
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If it happened in 


= <1 1920 


\ @ NEW YORK wouldn't know about a strike on its own waterfront! 





ey) 





@ NEW YORK wouldn't know a President and a Senator were 
feuding! 





@ NEW YORK wouldn't know about tough new parking rules in | 
New York! 





@ NEW YORK wouldn't know about a Big 3 meeting in Bermuda! 





@ NEW YORK wouldn't even know why there were no newspapers 


in New York! 





If the newspaper strike had come in 1920, New York would be a com- 
munity without communications. 

They've stopped the presses—but this is 1953, the era of radio and 
television. 

WNBC and WNBT are delivering the news right to the door of New 
York's millions. More than 50 editions a day and extras carved into regu- 
lar shows. 

The Sunday edition comes out as usual—on television. An hour-long 
Sunday paper, complete with news, sports, drama reviews, woman's page, 
news analysis. 

Complete with advertisements, too, from the world's largest depart- 
ment store. 


Yes, it's business as usual in New York's big stores. Speedy, flexible 
radio and TV are doing the job. Get the order at noon, on the air at 1. And 
sometimes a sell out at 2. 

Radio and TV to the rescue everywhere: an anxious producer with a new 
Broadway show, packed the house with a single TV adi 

From Patchogue to Poughkeepsie — Macy's to Kismet—WNBC and 


WNBT are serving and selling. 


WNBC 580 WNBT ¢? 


New York’s Community Stations 
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Television Chatter 





New York 


in’s “Alice i | ABC’s James Walsh, assistant di-| 
we ee ae -< wena Tommy Henrich, ex- Yankee rector on the net's “Motorola TV yar shape 
Jand will be WCBS-TV’s Christ- great, seen locally on Gross & | Hour.” the winnah. } 
mas Day film special 4 to 5 p.m.,| Baer’s “Tommy Henrich Show,” | 


with Bank of Manhattan sponsoring 
in a “first” from that institution. 


Incidentally, station gets 4:30 to 5 
“Late Matinee” slotting starting 
Monday 
exits due to UN’s hiatus until next 
March — unless an emergency 
brings the organization back into 
session . . . CBS-TV blueprinting 
“Midway to Fame” for post-noon- 
time Sunday... Formula for com- 
edy direction by producer-director 
Ralph Levy of Jack Benny's show: 
“I long ago discovered that tricky 


camerawork does not make a man! 


funny. I prefer to spend most of 
my time staging a show and then 
simply a'tlowing my cameras to 
cover ard not embellish the ac- 
tion” .. 


. Silent fim star Anna Q. 
Nilsson in CBS-TV “Topper” next 
Friday (18)... John Pavelko roled 
in last week's “Robert Montgomer: 
Presents” on NBC-TV ... NBC’s 

itch on “Daytime Dollars Buy 
More” will be stretched over eight 
weeks ... Morey Amsterdam chair- 
mans talent committee for WNBT- 


WNBC’s. Xmas shopping tour for 
orphans. 


| ABC-TV, Sat. 6 p.m., gets a 40-sta- 


| tion coverage starting Jan. 2, spon- 


sored by Marvel Mystery Oil... 


| Regent Cigarets picked up the tab 


|for another 13 weeks of Gross & 


(14) as “UN in Action’ | Baer’s “Let’s Take Sides,” WNBT | 


| Panaler. 
| Virginia Dunning, daughter of 
;playwright Philip Dunning, an 


| assistant director at WNBT. doing 
ithe “Faye & Skitch” and Steve 
| Allen shows . . Arlene Whelan 
| signed as the sixth and final panei- 
jist on DuMont's “Pantomime 
Quiz,” which moved in from the 
Coast . . . William Marshall, best 
known for his legit portrayal of 
“De Lawd” in “Green Pastures.” 
signed as permanent lead on WOR- 
| TV’s “Harlem Detective” ... Jane 
Pickens named chairman 
| Greater N. Y. Community Canvass 
for the Salvation Army for 1954 
; Ray Heatherton, WOR-TV's 
“Merry Mailman,” elected to 
AFTRA board ... Dan Levin, di- 
rector of ABC-TV's “Jamie.” wrote 
the script for the Dec. 14 show... 
DuMont’s women’s and religious 


of the} 


programming supervisor, Duncan 
MacDonald, named television rep- 
‘resentative on the advisory board 
‘of the United Nations News for 
|Women_ Broadcasters, succeeding 
| Alma Kitchell . . . Steve Allen’s 
| contest to find the man resembling 
him most closely wound up with} 


| 





| Nelle Fisher doing choreography | 
|for Phileo’s 90-minute closed-cir- 
cuit show out of Center Theatre 
which is going out to dealers and 
distribs around country on Jan. 14. 

The touring ‘‘“Make Momma Hap- 
py” has given up two of its per- 
formers to TV again Mark 
Rydell steps into “The Man Be- 
hind the Badge” next Sunday (13) 
‘and Dolores Sutton has _ been 
|signed for tomorrow’s (10) “Kraft 
|TV Theatre”... Hugh J. McDer- 
;mott, from NBC directorial staff, 
|hops to Varedero Beacii> Cuba, | 
| next Monday (14) for combo vaca- | 
ition and look into Cuban TV... 
| John Esau, manager of KTVQ,) 
|Oklahoma City, in New York on 
biz . . . Mercury Artists new liter- 
ary section has just inked Ogden 
Nash and Justin Gilbert to exclu- 
\sive contracts and will hereafter 
offer their more creative pen} 
works to TV... Following Past | 
custom, INS-Telenews again will 
ready year-end film reviews of 
1953 highlights of major news and 
sports happenings .. . Dr. Norman 
Vincent Peale, religious leader, ' 





lover 


| possibilities . . 


has agreed to host for Stork Fea- 
tures “Guideposts” TV series, 
Patricia Jenkins will be featured 
in the old Pinero drama, “The Last 
of Mrs. Cheyney,” starring Vicki 
Cummings, next Monday-Friday 
(14-18) on the “Broadway TV Thea- 
tre” series .. . John Ross has taken 
management of Bunny 
and- the moppet’s first 
video appearance under Ross’ man- 


'agement is Perry Como’s “Colgate 


Comedy” stint Sunday (13). 





Chicago 

Chi NBC-TV sales topper Ed 
Hitz celebrated his 53rd birthday 
and 26th anni with the web iast 
week . As expected Hamms 
Beer is again picking up half the 
tab for WGN-TV’s Cubs and Sox 
baseball telecasts next season. 
Chesterfield is due in shortly for 
the other half .. . Ted Mack here 
last week scanning the 4-H Club 
talent show for “Amateur Hour” 
. WBBM-TV open- 
ing its Sunday a.m. schedule with 


'a Bible quizzer hosted by Mel Gal- 


liart .. . Deejay Art Hellyer added 


ia commuting stretch to his string 


of local AM-TV shows, with week- 
ly spreads on WCAN-TV, Milwau- 
kee, and WREX-TV, Rockford 





Hartford—A member of the 
WTIC continuity department since 
1950. James E. Hopkins has been 


named station’s continuity direc-| 


tor. He replaces Allen Ludden. 
































BEFORE 


1,000 letters a day. 


Viewers? 





(**).. 





ATTENTION, MR. AD 





TALK ABOUT TRANSFORMATIONS! 
Have you seen “GLAMOUR GIRL” Lately? 


Take a look (*) at our exciting new format, which adds the pace and excitement of a fast-moving new 
quiz feature to the greatest woman's program on TY! 


Notice how the tempo of this popular show has been stepped up by our new MC, glib ad-libber JACK McCOY! 


Hear the difference in the program since we've added live music to it, with famous composer-musician 
GAYLORD CARTER in charge! 


Notice the tremendous new feature that lets every woman in America participate in the program ... our 
“Home Glamour Girl” contest that's drawn almost 250,000 letters from viewers and continues to pull over 


“GLAMOUR GIRL" in its latest rating racked up a 4.9, while its closest competition turned up 
with a meager .03! (**). 


If you've got a client who sells to women, "GLAMOUR GIRL" is made to order for him! 
Take a look and see for yourself! 


GLAMOUR PRODUCTIONS 


6331 Hollywood Blvd., Hollywood 28, Calif. 


(*) ... on NBC-TV, Monday through Friday, at 10:30 A.M. (EDT) 
- in Los Angeles, the 3rd largest market in the U.S. 


RTISER! 
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HOllyweod 2-6025 

















‘Operation Framer’ 


Sets ‘54 Pattern 


Walt Framer Productions is in 
the throes of pre-winter cleaning 
that’s calculated to rid the N. yY. 
television packager of even the 
slightest connection with proper- 
ties not owned and controlled by 
the house. Parallel with this is a 


prospectus of new program fodder 
that will receive exclusive atten- 
tion from prexy Walt Framer 
down to join the lush takings on 
“Strike It Rich’ and “The Big 
Payoff” in the “under one roof” 
sweepstakes. 


As of the first of the year, Fra- 
mer surrenders the exec producer 
reins on the three-a-week ‘Double 
or Nothing” with the CBS daytime 
TV’er continuing under the same 
aegis of Campbell Soup via the 
| Ward Wheelock agency. Framer 
| has masterminded the quizzer since 
|its original video breakout a year 
_ago October. With that out of the 
| way, the five new properties on the 
| packager’s agenda will go into an 
| “Operation Stakeout” calculated to 
make Framer ride with a record 
| peak in video stanzas. 

No. 1 in touted potency—and 
tagged with that economical “un- 
der-$20,000”" label—is a half-hour 
| dramatic segment, “Crisis,” which 
jrepresents the company’s maiden 
| foray into playscripts. Framer is 
| pushing this not only as a conven- 
'tional money-maker but one that 
| will give his outfit that prestige 
aura in view of its concentration 
until now on aud-participationers 
and quizzer-dillers. The latter will 
remain in upbeat, of course, since 
|the other four programs are along 
these lines. These are “Make a 
Million,” comedy quiz starring Jer- 
ry Lester; “Jack & the Jukebox” 
and “You'll Be Surprised,” audi- 
ence shows, and “Race Through 
Space,” labeled as an educational 
| kid quiz. 


$5,000,000 In Billings, 
New Biz Involved In 
Reach Agency Revamp 


Some $5,000,000 in billings plus 
anticipated acquisition of new ac- 
counts are involved in last week's 
developments which saw the Chas. 
Dallas Reach Co. undergo retitling 
along with the addition of a couple 
of new top executives. The 20-year- 
old Reach agency will be known as 
Reach, Yates & Mattoon as of Jan. 
1, when Henry A. Mattoon and 











| James Yates take office as prexy 


| and executive veepee, with Reach 


| as board chairman and treasurer. 
| Completing the upper echelon bills 
ing will be Francis R. Risley, exec 
v.p., posted in Newark; Harold H. 
Black, v.p., and Everett Sahrbeck, 
secretary N. Y. office, will move to 
larger quarters in midtown early 
next year. 

Mattoon is only 39 and a 19-year 
ad agency man. He rose from 
copyboy to copy chief at Compton 
in nine years and was its youngest 
veep at 31. He was v.p. of Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan and was last at Dan- 
cer-Fitzgerald-Sample as veep and 
chairman of creative committee. 
Yates left J. Walter Thompson in 
concert with William Esty to be- 
come co-founder of Wm. Esty & 
Co. and its v.p. for 10 years. He 
was a principal in the format 
changeover by the Satevepost and 
in recent years has developed the 
“sell” values in a series of TV 
commercials, Risley moves over 
from Reach, where he was one of 
the principals. 


DuM’s 456 Expansion 
Of Gotham Offices 


Consolidation of exec offices at 
DuMont’s 515 Madison Ave., N. Y. 
building is expected te be com- 
pleted this month at an estimated 
cost of $45,000. 

Plan, which calls for a concen- 
tration of publicity and station re- 
lations departments, now located 
on the 42nd and 20th floors, respec- 
tively, to be moved to DuMont’s 
main administrative setup on the 
third floor. Members of local and 





net sales groups will also move 
into the additional 1,600 square feet 
of space made available when Du- 
Mont picked up a rug concern’s 





expired four-year lease. 
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THREE TIMES THE TIME IN DAYTIME 











se ITE on 


Put it this way: The average half-hour nighttime television show 


(all networks) costs $40,797 and gives you three minutes of commercial time. 
The same money put in NBC daytime TV will give you three quarter-hour 
shows on three different days totalling nine minutes of commercial time. 
In the clear light of day, it’s obvious that Daytime Dollars Buy More 

_when judiciously placed on NBC Television. 


| NBC TELEVISION WHERE DAYTIME DOLLARS BUY MORE. bi 


a service of Radia Corporation of Americe 


sources: Gross time cost: P18 January-April, 1953. Talent cost: Variety estimates November, 1952 2 
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Fastropolitan Opers) 

politan Oper2 

With Eugene Conley, Victoria de 
los Angeles, Robert Merrill, Ni- 
cola Rossi-Lemeni, Mildred Mil- 
ler. Pierre Menteux, others. Mil- 
ton Cross, narrator. Rudolf Bing, 
John Gutman, Peter Brook, Mrs. 
August Belmont, Boris Goldov- 
sky, Nadine Conner, Mare Con- 
nelly, Robert Lawrence, George 
R. Marek, Deems Taylor, Walter 
Ducloux 

Director: William Marshall 

4 hours, Sat, (5), 2 p.m. 

TEXAS CO. 

ABC, from New York (Kudner) 


The Texas Co., for the 14th con- 
secutive year, bowed its season’s 
broadcasts of Metropolitan Opera 
productions over the ABC net- 
work last Saturday (5), appro- 
priately teeing off with Gounod’s 
‘Faust.” Opera, in a new version, 
had preemed the Met's season two 
weeks before, and had also been 
the teeoff when the Met opened 
its doors for the first time 70 years 
ago. 

It was also a sumptuous, tuneful 
presentation Saturday, with a top 
cast that made the familiar musi- 
cal warhorse sound fresh and ex- 
hilarating again, so that the four- 
hour span sped quickly. Presenta- 
tion, and familiar intermission fea- 
tures, filled the afternoon with the 
unique distinction reserved for this 
Texaco-Met love duo. Vet maestro 
Pierre Monteux conducted with 
spirit and authority, and _ cast 
headed by Victoria de los Angeles, 
Eugene Conley (subbing nobly for 
an ailing Jussi Bjoerling), Robert 
Merrill and Nicola Rossi-Lemeni 
(in his Met air debut) served him 
superbly. 

General manager Rudolf Bing 
officiated at some informal back- 
stage greetings before the opera 
started, the impresario briefly dis- 
cussing season prospects, and the 


his ideas. Persuasive and intelli- 
gent, Brook answered criticisms of 
his judgment and made out quite 
a good case for himself. Future 
editions of this new feature, based 
on this sample, sound intrigujng. 


First intermission feature, 
“Opera News On The Air,” had a 
graceful introduction from Mrs. 
August Belmont, Opera Guild 
head, and emcee Boris Goldovsky 
discussing the Faust legend with 
singer Nadine Conner and play- 
wright Mare Connelly. It made for 
a pleasant, informative _inter- 
change, with Connelly literate, 
light and amusing. Miss Conner 
was a little pedantic and pompous. 

Second familiar intermission 
feature, “Opera Quiz,” hit its 
familiar level, with quizmaster 
Robert Lawrence, somewhat 
heavyhanded, stiff and self-consci- 
ous, plying 
lor, George R. Marek and Walter 
Ducloux with submitted questions 
on opera plots, their tieups with 
current events, musical phrases, 
etc. Milton Cross was the able, 
indefatigable narrator, describing 
the plot of the opera as it went 
along, introducing the various in- 
termission features, doing the 


rating star billing as a monodrama. 
The Met broadcasts were off to a 
fine start. Bron. 


NEW WORLD A’COMING 
With Roger DeKoven, Maurice 

Tarplin, Joe Julian, Sidney Paul, 

Earl Hammond 
Director: Howard Phillips 
Writer: James Patrick O’Neill 
30 Mins.; Tues. (1), 9:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WMCA, N. Y. 

“New World A-Coming,” a long- 
time dramatic feature on this N. Y. 
indie. was a frightening title for 
the first play of this series’ new 
season. The play was a dramatic 





opera’s lead singers offering a few 
gracious sentiments. 

For the third intermission, a 
new feature was introduced, titled 
“The Metropolitan At 
which though brief proved very in- 
teresting, and 
least seemed more timely and im- 

rtant than the other features. 

yeek’s topic was the controversial 
new (19th century instead of me- 
dieval) staging of “Faust,” 
Met assistant manager John Gut- 
man firing pertinent questions, and 


British director Peter Brook, who! 


staged this production, defending 


Work,” | 


to one auditor at) 


with | 


| washing techniques practiced on 
| American soldiers in Korea and 
'was scripted by James Patrick 
| O'Neill from newspaper reports 
'of prisoner-of-war treatment. 

| This drama gave a _ realistic. 
even horrifying account of the 
| physical and psychological tortures 
jinflicted on a group of U. S. air- 
imen. The drama, however, was 


superficials. That held for both 
the characterizations of the Amer- 
ican hero and of the Chinese Reds 





asian 





anelists Deems Tay- | 


Texaco commercials, and himself | 


reenactment ef the Commie brain-| 


only skillful rewriting of the head- | 
‘lines and never went beyond the | 


responsible for the brutality. More 
probing into the social and human 
motivations on both sides would 
have added up to some kind of 
statement. As it was, the show had 
no point of view except the plati- 
tudinous one of being against tor- 
ture. 

The show, however, was effective 
on its own level with a firstrate 
| production and some. excellent 
| performances by a cast headed by 


| Roger DeKoven in the role of the 
{imprisoned U. S. flyer. Good mu- 
|sic score by George Gill created 
| helpful atmospheric touches. 
Herm. 





| MY FRIEND IRMA 

| With Marie Wilson, Mary Shipp, 
| Gloria Gordon, Alan Reed, Benny 
| Rubin, Hal March, Muriel Land- 
| ers, Peter Leeds, Jerry Hausner; 
| John Jacobs, announcer 

| Director: Parke Levy 

| Music: Lud Gluskin 

| 30 Mins., Tues., 9:30 p.m. 

| TONI, CARTER PRODUCTS 

| CBS, from Hollywood 
(Tatham-Laird; Ted Bates) 


| “My Friend Irma” returned to 
the CBS Radio airlanes last Tues- 
|day (1) after a couple of months 
layoff. Show is in solid on TV and 
the AM version should ride as high 
| if it sustains the sharp, slap-happy 
| quality of the initialer. 


| Preem stanza was tops in all de- 
| partments. The script was a yock- 
| ful delight, the direction kept it 
|rolling at a giddy pace and the 
| thespers sustained the mood with 
| bright and breezy réadings. 

Plot line followed the familiar 
comedy of errors formula but it 
was handled with such a light touch 
that it had unusual freshness. Each 
succeeding show, of course, wiil 
depend mainly on the script line 
set down for the director and cast. 
This stanza gives them a goal to 
shoot at. 


Marie Wilson and Mary Shipp 
as Irma and roommate Kay, re- 
spectively, (also on TV) are letter- 
perfect. They gave each line a ride 
for its money and nabbed rib- 
tickling results throughout. Also 
topflight was Benny Rubin as Pro- 
fessor Kropotkin. Rubin has re- 
placed Hans Conried who came 
East for a role in the legituner, 
“Can-Can.” Other cast members de- 
livered solidly. Gros. 


AUSTIN KIPLINGER 

15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 7:15 p.m. 
Sustaining 

ABC, from Chicago 


Austin Kiplinger, replacement 
for Elmer Davis during the latter’s 
‘indefinite leave of absence from 
ABC web, competently summarizes 
and analyzes, from Chicago, the 
day’s top news developmenis. He 
differs from the veteran commen- 
tator, in that his style is not dry, 
cryptic or ironic tinged, but he 
registers clearly and authorita-| 
tively. Latter angle grows as ~ a 
linger has improved the smooth- 
—_ and sureness of his projec- 
tion. ° 

Possibly because Kiplinger airs 
from the Midwest, his slant on 
pressing national problems seems 
more objective and balanced than 
that of certain commentators mik- 
ing from Washington. This seems 
markedly. so with respect to the 
findings of issues raised by Sen. 
Joseph R. McCarthy’s investiga- 
tion committee—which is almost a 
daily headline. Kiplinger takes 
what can best be @escribed as a 
middle-of-road stand on the Harry 
Dexter White case and its ramifi- 
cations—less critical of the former 
administration and ex-President 
Harry S. Truman, for instance, 
than several Washington commen- 
tators heard on early-evening slots, 
and less carping of the Senator 
than those skeptical of his methods 
and motives. Kiplinger insists that 
the goai of the probe should be jus- 
ests—no more and no less. Jaco. 
tice for the nation end its inter- 


TURNER CALLING 
With Ulmer Turner 
Producer: Turner 


15 Mins.; Mon. - thru - Thurs., 
9:15 p. m. (CST) 
Sustaining 


ABC, from Chicago 

Ulmer Turner, w.k. Chi news- 
caster, makes his network debut via 
ABC with this four-times-weekly 
news show that should catch on 
strongly. Sessions have a unique 
offbeat flavor provided by the 
taped pickups of the in-English 
broadcasts of foreign stations 
caught by Turner's shortwave lis- 
tening post which monitors the 
overseas airers. 

For example, on stanza heard 
(30) current news yarn on the 
French-Viet Nam_ situation was 
backstopped by a playback of Radio 
France’s own report of the story, 





giving added impact to an other- 
wise rather routine development. 


eR 


Also an interesting insert was th 
monitored propaganda blast (and 
so plainly identified by Turner) 
from Radio Moscow detailing the 
a mg of the Soviet’s collective 
arms. Surprising note here for 
US. listeners was the clear Ameri- 
can diction of the Russian gabbers, 


Regular news file was given an 
easy, informal and straight-forward 
rundown, with the whole project 
likely to earn Turner a cross-coun- 
try rep. Dave. 


COUNTRY COUSINS 

With Larry Higgins 
Producer-director-writer: Higgins 
15 Mins., Sat., 10:15 p.m. (CST) 
ABC, from Hot Springs, Ark. 


Here’s a nifty fast-moving 15 
minute Saturday night ABC pick- 
up from Hot Springs via KWFC, 
local outlet, that is a cinch to 
catch on as a late evening audi- 
ence puller for both the web and 
this famed mid-south winter and 
bath resort center. Emcee Larry 
Higgins, the producer and literally 
the “works” of the quarter-hour 
stanza, has turned in a terrif stint 
in putting the show together and 
coming up with the “Country 
Cousins,” new musical threesome. 
The three lads (namely Wally 
Macklin, Dick Sculton and Jerry 
Holton) opened the show when 
caught with “I'll Be Seeing You” 
and segued into “What Is This 
Thing Called Love” for a boff en- 
tree set. 

The “Cousins” certainly demon- 
starate their ‘“‘close relations” mu- 
sically and turn in a top job 
throughout the package. The trio 
score heavily in the rhumba de- 
partment and practically had ’em 
in toe-tapping tempo with the 
contagious and _ sizzling “Miami 
Beach Rhumba.” They actually 
wowed em with this one. And em- 
cee Higgins was not to be outdone 
in his polished style of bringing 
the trio on and getting them their 
share of applause. 

Producer Higgins deserves an 
added pat on the back for his all- 
around showmanship and _ direc- 
tion. Matt. 








Louisville—New announcers at 
| WAVE and WAVE-TV are Andy 
Chappell, formerly with Mutual 
| and CBS production staff, and Rod 
| Hoff, who has done announcing 
istints at WPLH, Huntington, W. Va. 
|and WOR, Newark. He comes t¢€ 
| Louisville from Indianpolis. 











with Cincinnatians. 


Yes, WLW-T brightens Cincinnati 
homes every day with a galaxy of top 
performers who really pack a wallop! 


To sell Cincinnati, you need 
WLW-T’s one-two punch— 


exclusive Client Service Department! 


Viewing stars is a regular habit 


——— 





top talent plus 


cincinnati’s star station 
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What happens when New York news- 
papers stop publishing? 

More people turn to WOR for news 
than to any other New York station, 
that’s what happens. 


Naturally. 


WOR has always been the number 
one news station in the number one 
market—and now... 


A special Pulse survey two days 
after the New York newspaper strike 
began reveals: 


82° of all New York families listen 
1 to radio news (77% to TV news). 


33.3% of all listening families tune 
1 to WOR news. 


61% more listening families tune to 
» WOR than to the second-best station. 





This is another reason why WOR is 
consistently the choice of New York 
market advertisers. 

Let us show you how WOR can 


work for you. 


WOR - 1440 BROADWAY + NEW YORK 18 


...the station with a larger audience 
than any other station in America. 
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V For Vanishing Monopolies 








VHF channels have been provided, 
the UHF prospector will be in for 
a rough time. 

The new V stations will take 
away his best network affiliations, 
leaving him with the fourth net- 
work or no affiliation at all. And 
experience has shown that con- 
version slows up when the second 
VHF station goes on the air, which 
will make it more difficult for 
him to develop audience, whatever 
programs he can offer. 

In five of the single-VHF markets 
channels -have been assigned for 


Continued from page 33 








six commercial stations. In Mil- 
waukee, two UHF stations are in 


thorized. The same situation exists 
in St. Louis and Pittsburgh. In 
Buffalo, which will have three 
VHF stations, two ultra highs are 
on the air. In Norfolk, where a 
second VHF channel is allocated, 
two UHF stations are operating 


operation and a third has been au- | 


unsuccessfully to keep FCC from 
assigning a third VHF channel to 
the Milwaukee area. Well do the 
‘ultra high broadcasters know that 
ifew cities in the country can sup- 


additional UHF outlets. 

They also know that nine of the 
14 VHF stations in New York and 
Los Angeles lost money last year 
and that chances of any TV sta- 
tion— VHF or UHF — making a 
profit without a network are 
oretty slim. 

It can be expected, therefore, 
i that the passing, of the single-VHF 





and a third has been authorized. | markets will mean the folding up 

The imminence of these newjof more than a few UHF stations 
new VHF stations has already |—unless some new form of rev- 
been manifested in the formation |enue, such as pay-TV, can save 
of the UHF TV Assn., which tried | them. 
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SWING, the vest-pocket-size magazine 
published monthly by 
WHB-TV, is packed with interesting 


buyers, advertisers, agencies, advertis- 
ing and sales executives. i 
marketing, advertising, research .. . 
excerpts from John Crosby's Radio 


m jokes, quizzes and cartoons, . 
find them all between the covers of 
Suimg. Request your free copy on 








The great Kansas City TV mar- 
ket is swinging right along with 
- its favorite stars on WHB-TV— 
as Channel 9 presents a full 
schedule of CBS-TV network 
programming—plus a variety of 
talent-packed, locally produced 
shows. Your spots are in the spot- 
light when you let WHB-TV's 
star-studded airwaves do the sell- 
ing to 338,699* celevision homes! 





*Oct. 31 report of Kansas City Electric Assn. 


to advertisers and 
agency executives 
WHB and 
ive reading for time 


Articles on 


Column . . . pictures, 


. you'll 





President 


Don Davis, 
John T. Schilling, General Manager 


letcerhead. 
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CHANNEL 


SHARING Time 
WITH KMBC TV 


9 


Represented Nationally by 


BASIC CBS-TV 


Konsas City 


710 KC. 10,000 WATTS 
MUTUAL NETWORK 


Represented 
nationally by 


JOHN BLAIR & CO. 
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Inside Stuf—Radio-TV 


WOR-TV becomes the seventh and final New York station to transmit 
from the Empire State Bldg. when it abandons its North Bergen, N. J., 
transmitter this week and switches to its new Empire installation. Sta- 
tion is currently airing test signals, with target date set for either Sat- 
urday (12) or next Wednesday (16). 

Move was delayed because of a dispute with WNBT, which claimed 
the WOR-TV installation interfered with the operation of its emergency 
equipment. Issue was submitted to a three-man arbitration board 
which subsequently ruled that the WOR-TV site was okay with certain 
modifications which would eliminate danger of interferénce with the 
WNBT equipment. WOR-TV is making the modifications. 





Lawrence Spivak’s “The Big Issue” on DuMont will have one of those 
“accidentally on purpose” national pegs when “What’s Wrong With 
Civil Defense” will be kicked around by U. S. Civil Defense Director 
Val Peterson and Joseph Clark, mayor of Philly, as rivals in the “wit- 


| ness box.” 


Show next Monday (4) out of Washington has been timed for the 
national mayors’ conference in the capital, and hence the “court” will 
be an all-mayor setup wherein mixed political affiliations may unloose 
some fireworks on the hot potato CD issue. 





Radio & TV Executives Society Workshop is pulling the first course 
on colorvision, at ABC Studio 1A on West 66th St., N. Y., tomorrow 
(Thurs.) at 8 p.m. NBC is trotting out its “color corps’ who'll be under 
rigid questioning by students taking broadcasting courses in the met 
area plus others who’ve been specially invited. 

Under chairmanship of Don McClure and with “Color TV and All 
Its Glory” as running theme, they’ll trot out such tinters as Barry 
Wood, exec producer-coordinator; Dick Day, consultant; Dick Ward, 
director; Reid Davis, technical supervisor, and Stan Parlan, film con- 
sultant. 

Meantime, TV of the most colorless kind—b&w, that is—is not alto- 
gether lost in the shuffle in tint’s latter-day copping of the key head- 
lines, with producer Ezra Stone doing actually scenes in his new 
“Performing for Television’ course at American Theatre Wing’s pro 
training program on West 48th St. Lacking cameras, he’ll use kinnies 
of major shows for inspiration, stage scenes from actual scripts and 
guide thesps in the medium’s requirements. Course is open to qualified 
performers who are currently being registered. 

WCBS-TV in N. Y. has rounded up three newcomers to the femme 
acting fraternity to tell their “Struggling Actress” story on Bill 
Leonard’s “An Eye on New York” next Saturday (12). But they're 
expected to get pointers from “young pro” Lisa Howard, who's been 
enjoying lotsa TV work. Neophyte trio consists of Peggy O'Hara, 22, 
of Reading; Grace Raynor, 19, of Brooklyn, and Rawn Harding, 21, 
of Palm Beach. Bill Workman overalls the afternoon segment. 








Eleanore Levinson, Israeli specialist for WLIB, N. Y., who is now 
in that country on a year’s leave of absence, shipped a specially pro- 
duced “Chanukah in Israel’”’ show back to the States for presentation 
today (Wed.) via the station’s airwaves. Miss Levinson, who felt an 
extended stay in Israel would give full meaning to her job title, taped 
a musical and interview show with the new state’s young people. She'll 


+ be back for work in March of next year. 





Screen Directors Guild of America is putting up a new award for 
the best TV direction. Presentation will be made at the guild’s an- 
nual dinner in January. 

Originally five candidates were to have been nominated, but two 
were tied, making a total of six. Nominees are Robert Florey, Richard 
Irving, Roy Kellino, Lew Landers, Ted Post and Jack Webb. 





CBS-Radio’s 217 affiliates are tieing in with the Crusade for Free- 
dom’s program to support Radio Free Europe, which the Crusade op- 
erates. CBS stations will pipe music recorded by RFE refugee choirs 
to centrally located Christmas trees in their cities. These trees will 
be dedicated to the Crusade as “Singing Freedom Trees.” School chil- 
dren in the cities will bring homemade Christmas cards to the trees for 
transmittal to children who have escaped from Communism and are 
| now housed in West German refugee camps. The Advertising Council 

has accepted the Crusade as a major campaign and will supply promo- 


tional and advertising material through the Leo Burnett agency in 
Chicago. 





Caribbean Networks, Inc., has been opened as New York sales 
offices for radio and TV stations in three Caribbean countries — 
Puerto Rico, El] Salvador and Panama. Firm is headed by Jose 
Ramon Quinones, president of WAPA and WAPA-TV in P.R., which 
are to be represented by the new firm. 

Vincente Ramos, who'll head up the N. Y. end, has been named 
v.p.-general manager. Firm will represent the Quinones properties 
along with YSEB Radio of El Salvador, headed by Boris Eserski, and 
RPC and Onda Popular Networks of Panama, which is owned by 
Fernando Eleta. WAPA-TV, incidentally, is scheduled to start opera- 
tions in January. . 











A NEWER 


[pb T0OE 


... completely re-styled and 

| excitingly decored with 
extravagant simplicity. 

Dancing, Entertainment, Television 


...anda superlative cuisine wage 
( modified American plan, if desired). _— 4 
Your Hosts, The Family Jacobs 
; MIAMI BEACII 
Blockfront Ocean Privacy 
40% 4)5 Sf 


COMPLETELY 
For Reservations, Please...Walter Jacobs 


AIR-CONDITIONED , 
N. Y. Office: TR 4-3193 


“Summertime,’’ SKY HIGH Lake Tarleton Club, Pike, New Hampshire 
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| A Belgian | 
Restaurant 
ROTISSERIE 


LUNCHEON — DINNER — COCKTAILS — AFTER THEATRE SNACKS 
9501 Wilshire Blvd., Beverly Hills °pPosite Sever'y CR, 5-9702 


Wilshire Hotel 


Beverly 
Hills 
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Some people are born leaders 

















..-like WCAU, Philadelphia 


RADIO — WCAU-Radio has 10 of 
the top 10 programs in Philadelphia. 


The Philadelphia Bulletin Radio and TV Stations 


CBS Affiliates 


TELEVISION — WCAU-Television carries 
7 of the top 10 programs in Philadelphia. 


Sources upon reevest 


Represented by CBS Radio and Television Spot Sales 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Morris Novik, radio-TV consultant, back in Gotham after week's 
vacation at Veradero Beach, Cuba ... Pnil Gordon, WLIB deejay, 
taking a troupe to Metropolitan Hospital on Welfare Is'and to tour 
the wards for TB patients tomorrow (Thurs.) . . . The first CBS-TV 
“Studio One” musical, coming up Dec. 2!, will have its choreotraohy 
done by Bob Herget. It will be an original utilizing Coie Porter tunes. 

George Thomas Clark Fry, v.p. and account supervisor at Kenyon & 
Eckhardt, elected to the agency’s board at last week’s annual stock- 
holders meeting . . . Relaxacizor Sales signed for sponsorship of the 
“Cariton Fredericks Show” on WMGM on a three-a-week basis via 
William Warren, Jackson & Delaney . . . Branham station reps scored 
a coup by getting the Southwest Network account, which includes seven 
stations plus KROD in El Paso . . . ABC renewed Maggie McNellis’ 
cross-the-board stanza through 1955, with the Gross-Baer package mov- 
ing into the 12:15-12:45 p.m. slot starting Jan. 4... Capitol Records 
singer Georgia Carr signed with WOV to do the station’s Harlem nitery- 
originated “Life Begins at Midnight” stanza with Jack Walker... 
Addy Amor, former ABC producer on the “Boston Symphony” show, 
had his Christmas song, “It’s Christmas Season,” recorded by Emile 
Cote’s Glee Club on the ECO label . . . WOR-Mutual press chief Frank 
Zuzulo off on a month’s vacation to the Coast .. . Lowell Thomas orig- 
inated his CBS newscast last Wed. (2) from Graduate College of Prince- 
ton, in first appearance there since he graduated 36 years ago. 


Fred Alien is the latest name to be pitched for a disk stint on NBC 
. . . David Lasley named account exec in Frisco office of CBS Spot 
Sales, having formeriy been central division sales mgr. for DuMont in 
Chi. . . CBS’ “Ma Perkins” celebrated 20th year last Friday (4) with 
same cast, same sponsor (P&G) .. . Mme. Syngman Rhee in U. S. radio 
debut over CBS next Monday (14) on “Dwight Cooke’s Guestbook”. .. 
Red Barber addressing Jacksonville Women’s Club luncheon today 
(Wed.) .. . CBS reshuffling its Monday through-Saturday 8 a.m. “World 
News: Roundup” chores, with Ned Calmer, just back after 30 months 
as Rome correspondent, taking over moderator’s and N. Y. reporter 
role. Winston Burdett shifted to Saturday 6 p.m. newscast beginning 
Saturday (12) and 9 a.m. “News of America” series later this month 
. . . Bernard Myers, whose new book, “Fifty Great Artists,” has just 
been issued by Bantam Books, conducted an art program series for 
NBC about 15 years ago. 

Hale Bendurant, chief at KFBI, Wichita, in New York to confer with 
ABC execs .. . Elizabeth Lawrence, with three current daily stanzas 
under her belt, begins a run on “Aunt Jenny” tomorrow (10)... Shirley 
Eggleston has tiptoed into the cast of “Whispering Streets” for tomor- 
row’s (10) performance . .. “Rehearsal for a Cool Yule” was the name 
of the last Monday’s portion of Fred Grunfeld’s ““Music Magazine” via 
WRQXR. Offered a tape recorded picture of a new Xthas carol collec- 
tion, nearly all recorded by Primavera Singers. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Erik Isgrig upped to veepee in charge of advertising at Zenith 
Radio . . . Johnson Wax handed Mutual a nice Xmas present with its 
renewal of the five-minute newcast aired five times daily, six days 
a week ... Vet radioite Quin Ryan returns to the windy City scene 
as program consultant for WFJL, Bishop Skeil’s FM’er . . . Virginia 
Renaud named education director at WBBM and WBBM-TV, vice 
Barbara Tobin who's getting married . . . WLS news chief Bill Small 
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“Wishing you a Boff Yule that will 
H.O. for the next 24 frames!’* 


, REO OP 








NANCY KENYON 


*The layman’s translation: 
“A VERY MERRY XMAS and 
A HAPPY NEW YEAR” 


played host last week to newsmen Mashud Kusum from Indonesia and 
Yusuf Siddigi from Pakistan . . . Lee Bennett added to the Chi NBC 
announcer crew .,. Walter Blodgett, vet member of the Standard Oil 
(Indiana) ad department, is retiring Dec. 30 after 47 years with the 
firm ... Bill Anson back in Chi after seven years on the Coast and 
bowed Monday (7) with a two-hour disk session on WCFL. Deejay- 
emcee is also studying TV offers . . . George C. Bigger, ex-WLS 
National Barn Dance director and now prez and general manager of 
WLBK, DeKalb, handed an honorary membership from the Loop 
Kiwanis Club as a parting memento . .. WRMN, Elgin, Ill., and KLCO, 
Poteau. Okla., added to the Keystone Broadcasting string, bringing 
the total to 681 . . . Dorothy Reynolds, Mutual’s midwest sales service 
manager, in N.Y. on biz . . . Barbara Bramley, ex-traffic manager of 
WHHN. Memphis, added to the WBBM program operations staff .. . 
WMAQ’s 11:55 a.m. news strip SRO with Wyler Soups and Rhodes 
Pharmacal aboard cross the board. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO ... : 


News and sportscaster Carroll Hansen appointed director of news 
and public affairs at KCBS ... Bay area had a total of 792,600 tele- 
sets as of Nov. (1) . . . Vocalist Sunny Burkette in for press meet 
Del Courtney is the new host of “Fiesta Time” at the Fairmont Hotel's 
Papagayo Room ... Cowpoke Cottonseed Clark leaving his San 
Mateo KVSM~ post for greener pastures. Also on his agenda—a 
remote telecast (KPIX) from his new night club “Cotton’s” in Belmont 
. . . KPIX celebrates five years of telecasting Dec. 23. Oldest local 
telestation . . . Jazz boys’ Gene Krupa and Oscar Peterson enlivening 
local telescenes . . . KNBC’s Doug Fledger started a talent contest (6) 
for operatic singers on his “Pledger at the Opera.” Winners vie for 
chance to appear with the Pacific Opera Co. during February series. 


IN BOSTON ... 


Len Sanderson and Barbara Keane, prez and treasurer of Beacon 
Television Features, back from a three-week trip to Tennessee, Vir- 
ginia and Kentucky, where they shot a series of TV color films on the 
subject of fishing. Pair reports interest in color TV i very high in that 
section with station actively prepping for advent of color telecasting 
. . . Hub’s WHDH, WBZ, WBZA and WBZ-TV awarded the National 
Safety Council’s public interest award for exceptional services to farm 
safety at recent meeting of Farm Directors in Chicago .. . Lou German 
has ankled WORL and been replaced by Norm Tulin, who recently 
concluded a stint in the Army ... Announcer Jehn Scott has switched 
from WHDH to WVDA... Dave Maynard, WHIL deejay inviting house- 
wives to act as guest deejays on his platter shows . . . WNAC-TV 
has inaugurated a show, embracing both TV and radio with Yan- 
kee Network facilities, entitled “Yankee Goes Calling” which visits 
places of cultural and educational interest in Hub area. Series 
will spotlight the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston Public Library, Harvard, 
MIT, a scientific lab, etc. 


IN PHILADELPHIA ... 


James Wechler, editor New York Post, will be guest (14) on “Junior 
Press Conference,” for interview by college newspaper editors, on 
WFIL-TV and ABC-TV .®. Paul Whiteman’s ‘“TV-Teen Club,” youth- 
ful talent show (Saturdays 7 to 7:30 p.m.), will switch to a Sunday 
evening slot (7:30 to 8 p.m.) starting Dec. 13 ... Frank A. Tooke, gen- 
eral manager of KYW, and Dr. Ugo Lodrini, of WJMJ’s staff, have been 
named to the board of directors of the Philadelphia Civic Grand Opera 
Co. . . . Vicki Mills, of “Name That Tune,” Jimmy Boyd and Howdy 
Doody’s Clarabell were among TV personalities present at opener of 
new Roosevelt Bldg. Shopping Center (5) . . . Col. Colbert C. McClean, 
National Chairman of Un-American Activities Committee of the Vet- 
erans of Foreign Wars, made’ on-the-air citation to Margo Wine Co., 
sponsors of “I Led Three Lives” series in Philadelphia over WCAU-TV 


||... Radio Station KYW and farm director Bill Givens received Na- 


tional Safety Council’s public interest award for “exceptional service 
to farm safety” at Council’s luncheon in. Chicago. This marks first 
time a Philly station has received award ... Benedict Gimbel, Jr., 
president and general manager of WIP, has been named chairman of 
the Fire Prevention Week committee for 1954, by Deputy Fire Com- 
missioner Paul B. Hartenstein. 


IN MINNEAPOLIS .. . 


Despite TV’s spread throughout territory because of new stations’ 
openings here and elsewhere, attendance at many entertainment events, 
including a number of movies, is hitting new highs .. . New WCCO 
radio spot advertising wrinkle, ‘Paul Bunyan Power Plan,” supposed to 
make advertising dollar go further by linking spots buyers with several 
outstanding programs, has been upping station’s business, according 
to manager Larry Haeg who originated it. It provides association with 
well-known airwave personalities, “king-sized” audiences, adult listen- 
ers’ frequency and “a solid merchandising plan’s support,” he says ... 
Although team won only ‘four out of nine contests and three of five 
| home games were televised locally, U. of Minnesota football receipts 
| here set alltime new high. With attendance of 296,456 at $3.60 per 
| ticket for home games, gate takings of approximately $900,000 were 
| swelled by additional $85,000 TV fees ... Irving Smith, WCCO radio 
producer, passing around cigars. It’s a boy ... Ramona Gerhardt Sut- 
| ton, former WCCO staffer and now Los Angeles resident, here for 
organ recital. 


IN CLEVELAND... 


Jean McNamara, formerly with NBC New York, has joined WJW’s 
| publicity-promotion department Lou Oswald, WHK salesman 
_hospitalized . . . Rena and Bob Ledyard opened new 15-minute 6:45 
p.m. “Detecto” mystery show on WXEL ... Tom O’Connell doing 
radio-TV chatter column for Sunday Plain Dealer . . . Strong viewer 
| protest brought “Pooch Parade” back on WEWS for 15-minute Wed- 
nesday 7:15 p.m. with Bob Dale and Freda Champion . . . Ed Edwards, 
| WERE, will assist Jimmy Dudley in broacasting Cleveland Indians 
ball games . . .George Hoffman, WSRS, joined WXYZ... Thomas 
Greenhaw with WXEL engineering . . . Jackie Lynn marked first year 
with WTAM ... Carl Lyle added to WGAR engineering ... WXEL 
switching from channel 9 to 8 Thursday . . . Hamish Menzies dedi- 
| cated his “Our Anniversary” song to Johnny and Betti Andrews on 
|WTAM “Morning Bandwagon’ for couple's second anniversary. 


IN PITTSBURGH ... 


Marjorie Thoma, former radio scripter and advertising agency girl, 
| appointed director of publicity and promotion for Western Penn- 
| sylvania Food Fair, set for Hunt Armory late in March ... Alan Boal, 
who was with WBVP in Beaver Falls before going into the army, is 
out of the service and has been signed to announce TV’s “Pitt Parade.” 
He replaces Leonard Walk, who had to resign with his eievation to. 
the general managership of WHOD . . . Will Disney, active in little 
theatre work as director-actor at strawhat Little Lake Arena Theatre, 
has been added to WDTV sales staff. He takes over berth vacated 
by resignation of Gene Adams to go with United Televjsion eee 
Betty Lou Purvis, formerly of WPGH staff and one of the town’s first 
femme disk jockeys, has been named publicity account executive for 
Milburn McCarty Associates in New York. She'll work on radio‘ and 
TV... Kaufman's department store haS added a nightly newscast at 
11 o'clock to Beckley Smith's KQV schedule. He also airs the news 
for them daily at 6 . . . Bob McKernon, new floor manager at WENS, 
was in the original touring company of “Oklahoma!” .. . Mike McCann, 























formerly of Post Gazette art department, has been appointed art 
director of the Pitluk Advertising Agency in San Antonio. 
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plans to switch. “The sole and 
exclusive purpose” of a dismissa] 
request, it said, “is to avoid the 
prohibition against: the filing of 
another application. Indeed, the 
granting of such a petition serves 
no other purpose.” 

It was because of ‘a change in 
circumstances” when the opposing 
channel 8 applicants § merged, 
Crosley said, fhat it decided not to 
prosecute its channel 8 application. 
Company said “it received. no con- 
sideration for its move and so ad- 
vised the Commission.” 


The merger of the channel 8 ap- 
plicants (Universal and Television 
Indianapolis), Crosley attorneys 
told Variety, strengthened the 
Universal case sufficiently to give 
it a decided advantage in a hear- 
ing, particularly on the fact of 
local residence of its stockholders, 

A substantial interest in Univer- 4 
sal is held by Frank E. McKinney, 
prominent Democrat. 
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McC-E’s L’ville Setup 


Louisville, Dec. 8. 

McCann-Erickson opened new of- 
fices last week to serve clients in 
the Louisville area. 

J. Mac Wynn, former exec v.p. 
of Mitchell Werbell Advertising, 
with headquarters in Atlanta, is 
manager of the new office. 














Seven keys to bigger TV 
audiences with such sales- 
making favorites as... 


[__] ABBOTT & COSTELLO SHOW 


52 sure-fire comedies that click with 
kids and grownups alike in millions of 
homes, made especially for TV. 


[__] BIFF BAKER, U.S. A. 


Overseas intrigue in a fast-moving 
family adventure series of highest 
network quality. 


ROD CAMERON in 
CITY DETECTIVE 





| Recently rated as the country’s #1 


local film for television —and sold to 
Falstaff Beer in 118 markets for the 
largest regional sale in TV film history. 


[ | FAMOUS PLAYHOUSE 


A super-assortment of over 175 original 
half-hour dramas with Hollywood 
names and sure sales appeal. 


[__] FOLLOW THAT MAN 


The exciting ‘“‘Man Against Crime”’ films 
(34.6 network Nielsen average) 
starring Ralph Bellamy, retitled for 
first-run in many TV cities. 


[|] \'M THE LAW 


Starring George Raft in the unique 
adventures of a metropolitan police 
inspector, packed with sales punch. 


[_] PLAYHOUSE 15 


78 fifteen-minute dramas of highest 
quality made for TV by the producer 
of BIG STORY and T-MEN IN ACTION. 


They ALL bear the same 
MCA-TV stamp of quality! 
For information, on these 
or other MCA-TV Advertising 
Showcases on Film, just clip 
this advertisement to 

your letterhead. 








NEW YORK: 598 Madison Ave., PL 9-7500 
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at the RECORD! 


When a $25,000 Recording Company grows into a $250,000 Giant in 3 short years 


. it must have something YOU can use, too... 





It seems like only yesterday—March 1950 to be exact—that we opened our air- 
conditioned "'salt mines'' with a small measure of money . . . a full measure of confi- 
‘ : dence ... and ah infinite variety of recording razzle-dazzle. 


OW 


This combo must have been something that top agencies and producers were wait- 


of . ’ . 3 it ! 
ing for, because we've had to consistently expand to meet the demand. 
_Just completed our third expansion ... giving us 4 times the facilities and studio 
space we had three years ago. 
) _ 2 . uw" . ss é - 1 «} ° 
Our explanation for this "small miracle" is simple. While some studios were mak- 
ory. 


ing life a Bed of Neuroses, Gotham provided a Bed of Roses for our customers through 

zinal an unbeatable batter of dizzying SERVICE... FABULOUS FACILITIES 

SUPERB QUALITY ... UNPARALLELED ENGINEERING 
TREMENDOUS PRODUCTION KNOW-HOW 


films 

lf 
So... if you're in ADVERTISING, PUBLIC SERVICE, GOVERNMENT or the PHONO- 
GRAPH RECORDING BUSINESS .. . if you have to transcribe anything from a flea’s 

° buzz to a 65-piece orchestra . . . and have it sound UHF (Ultra-High Fidelity) 
THEN CALL GOTHAM. 

t 

NN 


Herbert M. Moss Stephen F. Temmer Harry F. Landon Robert M. Volkell 


President Vice Pres. & Chief Engineer General Manager Comptroller-Treas. 


2 West 46th Street, New York 36, N. Y. Tel.: JU 6-5577 


ing 
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Telepix 


tures for theatre exhibition. Its 
first effort for TV, seen on the 
“General Electric Theatre’’ over 
CBS-TV~Sunday (6), was therefore 
doubly disappointing. 

Titled “The Eye of the Behold- 
er,” the show provided excellent 
proof of something the film biz has 
just had to learn all over again— 
that the gadget isn’t enough. It’s} 
the story that counts, and “The 
Eye of the Beholder” was woefully | 
lacking in that department. 

Scripted by Arnold Lavin and 
Hannah Grad Goodman, the yarn 
was made to fit the purpose of a 
specific type of presentation whicn 
in turn was belabored to make a 
somewhat obvious point. Basic 
idea of telling a story through the 
eyes of a number of onlookers, and 
then retelling it as seen by the| 
principal character, wasn’t bad but 
necessarily suffered from the repe- 
tition. Letdown at the end was 
particularly hard and lacked either | 
comedy or dramatic elements. 

Richard Conte did well as the 
artist who looks for a model for 
his madonna. He’s in turn called 
“a ladies’ man,” “a bum,” “a luna-|} 
tic’ and ‘a murderer’ by such 
characters as a waiter, a taxicab 
driver, his landlord and a cleaning 





| 


woman, all of whom, not knowing) James Lydon, Emory Parnell and |TV Productions, with capitalization |‘ 
his motivation, judge him super-|Glen Langan follow the script! at $25.000 . 


ficially by his actions. 
Camera then retraces the entire | 
story, disclosing his activities in a) 
very different light. Climax had) 
him knock down the drunken! 
model who wants to make love to 
him. As she walks out, she cal!s| 
him “a square.” Lensing through- | 
out had a unique quality, and the| 
trick of having the various char-! 
acters address the camera was 
effective to a point. 

Performances, with the excep- 
tion of Conte, were uneven. Martha 
Vickers was wooden as the model. | 
Katherine Warren played his 
mother. Frank Seannell registered | 
as the Cabby. Otto Waldis played | 
it for comedy as the landlord, and 
Ivan Triesault was suave and gabby 
as the waiter. 

Felix Feist directed this Sover-'| 
eign Productions film, produced by 


Stuart Reynolds. Introductory 
footage, elaborating on the point 
that judging things by appear- 


ances can be deceptive, was overiy 
long. GE commercial was topnotch 
In every respect and proved de- 


























Eileen BARTON 


Latest Coral Release 

THE NIGHT BEFORE 

CHRISTMAS SONG 
Direction: MCA 











Followup Comment 
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|a few paragraphs missing in the 


| flame accidentally killed. She goes | 


‘wrecked because the wife 


| Chapman 
| hubby. When he is invalidated tem- | 








cisively that air plugs can have a 
lot of viewer appeal. Hift. 





REVLON MIRROR THEATRE 


The big bad wolf is happily 
killed as he’s about to sully the 
honor of dear little sister. That's 
the sum and substance of “Sum- 
mer Dance,” a vidpic with more 
holes in it than a golf course. The 
attempt to shroud a sordid inci- 
dent in suspense and meller fails 
miserably, with the whole thing 
hanging on a series of contrivances. 

There may be more to this than 
meets the eye, but there were quite 


visual translation of a Cornell 
Woolrich story. Struggling to save 
her sis from a fate worse than you- 
know-what, Jane Greer sees an old 





'off to a dance, acting as unsus- | 
| picious as John Dillinger robbing | 
/a bank. Her sis and her b.f. take a} 
| look at the corpse, and eventually 
ithe police get around to it. After 


grilling Greer in true-and-tried | 
fashion, the D.A. breezily pevenis | 
he knew it all along—the cops had 
a mike in the guy’s room, and so 


| they know it’s an accident. Putting 
| it mildly, this is about as easy to| 


swallow as a watermelon—whole. | 
Miss Greer, Barbara Bates, | 


faithfully, which means there is 
quite a waste of talent. Leslie H. 
Martinson’s direction couldn’t do 
anything about plugging up the 
leaks in the teleplay by Steve 
Fisher and Fenton W. Earnshaw. 
Daku. 


PEPSI-COLA PLAYHOUSE 

“Claire” is an engrossing eternal 
triangle tale, smoothly executed, 
and generating interest all the way. 
Scripter James Gunn has plotted 
a fast-moving piece of dramatics, 
based on a marriage about to be 
nm 2 
career woman, then saved by the 
“other woman” in a neat, ironic 
touch. 





As the career femme, Marguerite 
virtually ignores her 


porarily and gets a purty nurse, 


| he falls for her and proposes, more | 


than willing to divorce his mate. | 
But the nobie nurse tells the wife 
she wants to quit, because she 
loves the hubby, and gives him 
quite a buildup. With this the 
careerist is more or less shocked 
into rediscovering her hubby and | 
saving their marriage. And the 
nurse, it’s apparent, has merely 
applied some Cupid-like strategy | 
to reunite the pair. 

Miss Chapman as the femme 
whose selfishness almost costs her 
her marriage, turns in a highly 
satisfying performance, and Mari- 
lvn Erskine is competent as the 
Florence Nightingale. Walter Coy 
as the hubby and Douglas Ken- 
nedy, the persistent pursuer of 
Miss Chapman, give strong sup- 
port. 


| Guild Cut-Rating 

















Continued from page 29 


markets. Guild is planning to kick 
the series off on KLAC-TV the 
week of Dec. 28 with a press party 
at the station. 

Reub Kaufman, Guild president, 
also told the seven salesmen at- 
tending the meet that Guild was) 








the people SEE 


WDEL-TV 





Wilmington, Delaware 


the people BUY *, 


WDEL-TV advertised products 


Write for information about your 
profit opportunity in WDEL-TV’s 


large, rich market. 


WDEL am tv €M 


Sales Representative 


MEEKE 


New York * Chicago * Los Angeles * San Francisco 


+ Channel 12 








| Foreign 
| Films 


| 
| 


i der 
| Charles Wick has Anthony Beau- 
Fa- | 


| 
| 
| 


negotiating for its own studio on 
the Coast. Understood a deal may 
be set sometime this spring. Firm 
is currently using two sound stages 
at Republic and one at KLAC-TV, 
where “Liberace” is being shot. 
Group of sales personnel in for 
the meeting was comprised of 
Rebert DeVinny, from Chicago; 
George Weiss, Charlotte; Vic Peck, 
Kansas City; George Fisher, Cleve- 
land; Hub Jackson, Detroit; George 
Turner, Washington, D.C. and 
George Strickland, Atlanta. Stri-k- 
land, a film vet and formerly head 
of Strickland Film Co. in Atlanta, 
just joined the firm. Policy was 
also set on the problem of over- 
lapping markets, with sales topper 
Barney Goldman leaving the prob- 
lem to the discretion of the sales- 
men in each market on the basis 
that each market has separate and 
distinct overlap problems. 


Vidpix Chatter 


Continued from page 28 
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planed to the Coast over the week- 
end for a spot on the “I Love 
Lucy” series next Monday night 
(14). She'll return to New York 
immediately afterward. 





Hollywood 
Mavis Boland, Jean Fetter and | 
Mary Wishon have formed Rabco, 


.. “Two of a Kind,” | 
with Wally Sherwin, Chick Chand- | 
ler, Hillary Brooke and Ted Lesser, | 
debuted on KNBH ... Ralph Acton | 
set as casting director for John | 
W. Loveton’s “Mr. and Mrs. North” | 
telefilm series . . . William Lava 
negotiating for Jim Brown to play | 
lead in series, “Beauty Is Where | 
You Find It,” to be made by his | 
new Telescene Productions 
Gotham financier Simon Lipson 
formed Cheryl TV Corp. for dis- | 
tribution of theatrical films to TV, ' 
with capitalization of $25,000... 
Robert Paige to do commercials 
for Schlitz Playhouse . . Larry 
Parks stars in Screen Gems’ “The. 
Wedding March”. . . United Pro- 
ductions of America, its. sales 
franchise deal with Screen Gems} 
ended, will expand its commercial 
sales activities in N. Y. and eastern | 
seaboard TV spot and industrial 
film field. 


| Roach 
EE Continued from page -29 


along the lines of General Motors. 
Once we have the design and pat- 


























| tern set for a new series. it rolls 


along pretty smoothly. 
“My job is much easier today, 
because the several series I have 


!on the air constitute my best sales 


pitch. There is no better salesman 
than the product you make. (Roach 
produces “My Little Margie” and 
“Racket Squad.” among others.) 

“Sponsors are going to be far 
more particular on programs—they 
demand a better quality of enter- 
tainment, and that’s as it should,” 
he said. 

Roach termed “the arrival of 
ABC as a third network” as the 
third major factor pointing to an 
upbeat picture in vidpix, saying 
this makes for ‘‘a new and healthy 
thinking, particularly with ABC's 
emphasis on film syndication.” 








—— O’seas Vidpix 


oe Continued from page 29 














ma’s French subsid for distribu- 
tion by the parent company here. 

Two series are snooting in Afri- 
ca, With Arrow Productions lensing 
the next 26 “Ramar of the Jungle” 
pix on location in the Dark Con- 


|he said the local 


tinent for Television Programs of | 


America and a Buster Crabbe-star- 
ring unit in French Morocco for 
filming of “Captain Gallant of the 

Legion,” which Official 
Will distrib. Official 
rights to another series being shot 


| throughout western Europe out of 


Amsterdam by Arthur 
“Secret File, U.S.A.” 
Two series are going in London. 
both dealing with Scotland Yard. 
One is Panda Productions’ Boris 
Karloff starrer, “Colonel March of 
Seotland Yard,” which is also un- 
the Official banner, while 


Dreyfuss, 


champ producing “Inspector 


has | 











bian of Scotland Yard.” In Rome. | 


Jacques Rachmilovitch is grinding 
the initial entries’ in 
“Mediterranean Tales,” 
Another series of 117 
slated to roll in Paris in the spring, 
“Paris Precinct.” which will star 
Louis Jordan and Claude. Dauphin 


Comet’s | 


films is | 


| 


and which is being produced by 
the two stars along with Andre 
Hakim and Joe Eisinger. MPTV’s 
Fiim Syndication Division have the 
distrib rights tied up. In addition 
to all the series going, a number 
of American and European outfits, 
smaller in scope, age doing one- 
shots and five and 15-minute films 
with European musical groups. 

Reasons for the sharp overseas 
upbeat vary from case to case. In 
some instances, it's for authen- 
ticity. “Intrigue” and “Ramar” are 
cases in point. In others, it’s a 
situation in which frozen coin is 
used in the financing of the films, 
as is the case in “Secret File.” In 
still others, like “Flash Gordon,” 
it’s because of better facilities for 
the type of series undertaken, 

In ail cases, however, cost is a 
factor, and it’s accentuated by the 
fact that most of the pix are slated 


ABC Rallies, Saves 
Brace of Clients 


ABC brass dug in last week and 
pulled two threatened cancella- 
tions, one in radio and one in TV, 
out of the fire and the last minute. 
Two programs, both in the post- 
Walter Winchell Sunday night 
simulcast slot, were salvaged fol- 
lowing disclosure of the cancella- 
tions in VARIETY. 

In both cases, the ABC toppers 
went after the clients, Viceroy 
Cigarets in TV and P. Lorillard 
in radio, with hammer and tongs, 
armed with statistics showing the 
Winchell rating pull and the hold- 
over audience from the WW simul- 





for syndication. It’s here that the 
rerun factor enters, and whereas | 
in States the union contracts call | 
for payment for reuse, overseas | 
that cost factor 

terms of foreign actors, | 
scripts and producer-director con- 
tracts, that saves a hefty chunk of | 


coin. And the general wage level | 
still is lower than in the states. 











Goode | 














es Continued from page 29 


“they’re too expensive for flim 
and too difficult for live.” As a 
result majority of Lux scripts have 
been penned by eastern writers. 

Comparing Hollywood produc- 
tion crews with those in the east, 
men are 
cellent, almost too good.” He ex- 
plained that the Hollywood atmos- | 
phere tends toward technical per- | 
fection, and workers formerly in| 
pix don’t realize that much defin- | 
ition and detail is obscured in the | 
reduction of the image to the | 
telescreen. Consequently “there is | 
too much preoccupation with de- | 
tail and authenticity which is lost | 
in the transmission, and is re-| 
cundant for the small screen. It 
makes it a little more expensive 
to do the show here,” he said. 

Rehearsing a show eight to 10 
times, as Lux does. is of immense 
help in bringing a better quality 
program to the home audience 
he added. 


Landau, Ross 


Continued from page 23 [ee 
including “The Passerby” and the! 
“Eva Gabor Show.” 

Properties involved in the trans- 
fer are “China Smith.” “Orient 
Express,” “Play of tae Week” (the 
Irene Dunne-starring “Schlitz Play- 
house” reruns —- ABC Syndication 
has the newer ones), “International 
Playhouse,” ‘American Sports” 
and the block of features. Ely 
Landau, Inc., has its own produe- 
tions, “The Passerby,.” the “Eva 
Gabor Show” and the “Bill Corum 
Sports Show.” Emperor specializes 
in. non-theatrical production but 
has some TV properties. 

Ross is a vet of the non-theatrical 
field, having been in exec posts 
with such outfits as Films, Inc., 
and Film Highlights before form- 
ing Emperor. Landau was with 
the Emil Mogul agency until two 
years ago, when he formed his own 
producing outfit. 
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cast period. They pointed up the 
fact, for example, that Winchell’s 
video Nielsen had moved up from 


is obviated. In| 4 13.1 in the last October report to 
foreign | 4 


15.4 in the first November sur- 
vey, and they pushed the point that 
the sponsors would lose out on a 
close identity with the syndicated 
columnist. 

Consequently, Brown & William- 
son and the Ted Bates agency 
changed their minds and decided to 
give “Orchid Award” another ride 


|instead of diverting its coin into 
=a) Spot, and Lorillard and Lennen & 


Newell decided to stay awhile with 
its Taylor Grant news session on 
AM. 


“Orchid” renewal had the effect 
of upsetting the applecart on the 
web's Wednesday night program- 
ming plans. Network had decided 
to expand the show to a half-hour 
format and insert it in the 9:30 
slot as a sustainer. But, instead. 
web has scheduled a new variety 
segment, “The Vaudeville Show.” 
which will be a straight five-act 
vaude bill with no emcee but an- 
nunciators introing the acts. It’s 
a house package, kicking off to- 
night (Wed.) with Juanita Hall, Gil 
Lamb and Teddy Hale featured. 
Fred Heider produces and Mickey 
Trenner directs. 





St. Louis—W. H. “Bud” Averill, 
former sales representative for the 
St. Louis Globe-Democrat and ac- 
count exec for KWK has been ap- 
pointed account exec for KST\I- 
TV, St. Louis’ newest TV station. 
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Screen Gems Sets 
Own Animation 


With United Productions of | 
America and Screen Gems having 
come to a parilig of the ways in 
their animated production-sales | 
deal whereby UPA produced ani- 
mated biurss Wit SG repping | 
them on (see separate _ Story), 
Screen Gems is expanding its own 
production department to include 
an animation unit. 

Under the terminated UPA-SG 
deal, the cartoonery made and SG 
sold the cartoons to clients and 
in some cases where the Columbia 
pix subsid made the commercials, 
they called on UPA to provide the 
animation. With animation needed 
for the Screen Gems commercials, 
the company will provide its own 
via the expansion of the depart- 
ment. SG, incidentally, gave a dif- 
ferent version of the break with 
UPA, claiming it is not renewing 
with the cartoonery in view of the 
establishment of the new anima- 
tion unit. 

SG has also set another special 
commercial unit, this one to con- 
centrate on the shooting of com- 
mercials for U. S. Steel for the 
bankroller’s hour-long alternate- 
week “U. S. Steel Hour” on ABC- 
TV. Unit, consisting of producer, 
director, cameramen ard film edi- 
tors, will work under Ben Beren- 
berg. Latter will work closely with 
BBD&O, which agents Steel. It’s 
said to be the first such setup of 
its kind, under which one produc- 
tion unit within a company devotes 
all its work to the commercials of 
one client. 


ABC-TV’s Hoopcasts 


With football over and out of 
the way, ABC-TV’s sports lineup is 
moving into the college basketball 
field with a series of 14 games 
slated for Saturday afternoons be- 
ginning Dec. 12, with the Yale- 
Navy game at Annapolis. Hoop- 
casts will ride the 2:30 slot on a 








sustaining basis. 


‘EXPRESS’ AS LOCAL 


‘Orient’ Vidpixer Goes on WCBS- 
TV Rails in ‘Mirror’ Fadeout 





With CBS-TV unable to resolve 
the 10:30 to 11 p.m. Saturday night 
sponsor vacuum occasioned by Rev- 
lon’s dropping of “Mirror Thea- 
tre,” the web has thrown the time 
to N. Y. flagship WCBS-TV. Latter 
has tapped Piel’s Beer to back the 
“Orient Express” vidpix series for 


|26 weeks, starting Dec. 19 (with 


“Mirror” breaking up as of pre- 
vious Saturday and Revlon later 
latching on to “Mr. and Mrs. 


| North” on NBC Tuesday opposite 


“See It Now” on CBS and the 
Robert Q. Lewis “Name’s_ the 
Same” on ABC). 


“Orient” is currently on WABC- 
TV Saturdays at 8, against Jackie 
Gleason and the cancelled (Dec. 26) 
Ezio Pinza-“‘Bonino.” The Bernard 
Prockter “Express” package was 
previously berthed opposite “I 
Love Lucy.” In its upcoming niche 
the chief rival in N. Y. will be 
NBC’s “Hit Parade.” Radio edition 
of the adventure series is a night- 
time CBS’er Thursdays at 9:30. 


20TH SETS NEW PIX 





Lyon, Vet Film Editor, 
Megging ‘Crime’ Vidpix; 
One Every Three Days 


Francis (Pete) Lyon, veteran 
film editor who recently switched 
, to directing, leaves for the Coast 
_Dec. 21 after completing a meg- 
| ging stint on four “Man Against 
| Crime” vidpix for the Esty Agency. 
Sponsored by Camel cigarets, series 
Stars Ralph Bellamy and is lensed 
at the Bedford Park Studios in the 
| Bronx, N. Y. 
| Shooting schedule ‘calls for one 
| “Crime” pic to be turned out every 
| three days on a Mon.-thru-Fri. work 
| week. Directorial assignment is 
; alternated between Lyon and pro- 
'duced Edward Montagne. Pace ad- 
| mittedly is a stiff one, Lyon said 
in New York this week, but in his 
own case he’s been aided by an 
|‘““esprit de corps” on the part of 
the cast. 
| Players’ enthusiasm, Lyon ob- 
served, stems from a common de- 
| sire to improve the show’s rating. 
This spirit, he added, is also re- 
| flected in the work of the techni- 
'cians who labor for the modern 
visual medium in an_ historic 





CAMPAIGNS VIA WNBT visue which Thomas A. Edison 


Flushed with its click campaign 
over WNBT, N. Y., on two of its 
hot properties, 20th Century-Fox 
is promoting another pair of pix on 
the tele flagship of NBC starting 
this week. They are “King of Khy- 
ber Rifles” and “Beneath the 12- 
Mile Reef.” Pic studio’s most im- 
portant drive via the outlet was 
for ‘‘The Robe.” Other film plugged 
was “How to Marry a Millionaire.” 


“The Robe” will play a return 
date on the station to establish a 
precedent. Second push is timed 
for the film’s neighborhood run at 
Christmas time. 





Denver—Denver gets its first 
night spot-originated disk jockey- 


gab show via a two-hour nightly | 


origination from Eddie Ott’s rest- 
aurant in the Sherman Plaza Hotel, 
via KMYR. Station staffer Gene 


established. In fact some of the 
| pioneer’s original props are still 
|on the premises,” the director re- 
called. 


| Lyon, who may do 11 more 
| “Crime” vidpix next month, previ- 
‘ously guided TV films for Revue 
| Productions and also turned out 
|a pilot film in Australia designed 
for TV distribution. He recently 
| directed his first theatrical film, 
| “Crazylegs,” for Hall Bartlett pro- 
| ductions. 

| “Crazylegs,” a biopic on Elroy 
(Crazylegs) Hirsch, star end of the 


|Los Angeles Rams, presented no 


problem despite the fact that 
Hirsch, himself, played the title 
role with no previous acting ex- 
perience. “For not only is Hirsch 
/a great athlete,” said Lyon, “but 
| he’s also a great actor with a 
natural sense of coordination.” Re- 


Amole and Rocky Mountain News| Public gave the film a saturation 
society editor Jack Mohler will) preem in the midwest a few weeks 


emcee alternate nights. 


| ago. 





TPA Sets Local-Level Merchandising, 


For Ramar, 


+ 


Plans Jungle Tour 





Flock of Beer Clients 
Renew ‘Favorite Story’ 


Six major beer sponsors have 
renewed contracts in 59 fharkets 
for “Favorite Story,” the vidpix 
entry out of the Ziv stable which 
Telepulse in its most recent survey 
places as an in-the-money finisher 
among’ syndicated non-network 
filmed shows (for the second con- 
secutive year). 


Schaefer, Genesee, Drewery's, 
Blatz, Gunther Brewing Co. and 
Olympia are the companies who 
re-signed. The offering is now sold 
in 116 markets. 


MPTV SETS CANADA 
DISTRIBUTION DEAL 


Motion Pictures for Television 
set up a new Canadian distributing 
organization this week, combining 
with Sovereign Film Distributors 
of Toronto to form MPTV (Can- 
ada), Ltd. It’s a 10-year deal un- 
der which the new company will 
handle all Canadian sales 





its new film syndication division. 


Negotiations set by MPTV board | 


chairman Matty Fox and feature 
film division v.p.-general manager 


E. H. Ezzes with Pau! Nathanson, | 
Alf Perry and Alex Metcalfe of, 


Sovereign calls for home offices in 
Toronto and branches in Montreal 
and Winnipeg. Firm will sell to 


both private and Government-op- | 
erated stations in Canada, and also | 


to American advertisers using Ca- 
nadian outlets. 





Cleveland—Renewal of 52-week 
Jim Martin 15-minute 8 a.m. cross- 
the-board newscast gives WGAR a 
SRO for morning newscasts. Metro- 
politan Life Insurance picked up 
the renewal with International] 
Nickel Co., a new advertiser, latch- 
ing onto 7:15 a.m. stint and Car- 
hart Overalls taking the 6:25 a.m. 
Martin pitch. 


7 


of | 
MPTV’s feature film divfsion and | 


Intensive merchandising, pre- 
mium and prom®6tion campaign on 
a local level is being launched by 
Television Programs of America 
for its Jon Hall-starring vidpix 
series, ‘‘Ramar of the Jungle.” Deal 
has been set whereby Mitchell 
Hamilburg, who handles all the 
Gene Autry merchandising, will 
head up the merchandising setup 
on “Ramar” while Fortune Co., one 
of the country’s largest premium 
houses, will handle premiums on 
the series. 

Deal was set on the Coast by 

TPA exec veepee Michael Siller- 
man and promotion chief Jerome 
Capp. Pair returned to New York 
last week after huddiing with TPA 
board chairman Ed Small on future 
production plans ‘(a couple of new 
properties are in the works) and 
finalizing the merchandising-pro- 
|}motion scheme. Duo also laid the 
| groundwork for a nationwide tour 
| by Hall and the “Ramar” troupe 
| next fall, after the unit returns 
| from Africa, where it’s locationing. 
| New Hamilburg - Fortune - TPA 
| tiein represents a‘new approach to 
|merchandising, since it’s being 
'done at the local level with local 
|and regional sponsors. With the 
series in well over 100 markets 
| with a total gross of $1,500,000 
since TPA took the property over 
in September, the firm is going 
all-out on the promotional end. 
Each sponsor will get a chance to 
tie in with the merchandising setup 
|—for example, where a “Ramar” 
shirt is being licensed, it'll bear 
the name of the particular sponsor 
in each city, and the sponsor will 
be tied in with the sale of the li- 
|censed product. Entire merchan- 
| dising-premium setup’ will be 
| supervised by Capp. 
Plans for the “Ramar” tour next 
| fail call for visits to every major 
| market in which the show is on the 
| air. Tour will be conducted with a 
| major outdoor outfit handling the 
| details and will consist of a jungle 
| show. It will visit fairs and exposi- 
| tions, tieing in of course with local 
|and regiorial sponsors in the towns 
| visited. : 
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stations were sold out—WOR and 


WCBS, to mention two—while all 
had jumped theis normal business 
substantially. Parade of adver- 
tisers had been led by - Macy’s, 
which on several stations had been 
buying all availabilities in sight. 
Heavy on the video end _ too, 
with two one-hour shows on 
WNBT. WOR figures income 
from Macy’s during the strike has 
totalled $25,000 on that station 
alone. 
WNBT’s 35G 

Tele end was pretty much the 
‘same story. WNBT had racked up 
some $35,000 since the strike 
started, with Macy’s and Peck & 
Peck leading the department store 
parade. Virtually all stations had 
expanded their schedules for an 
early morning start. WOR-TV, for 
example, which normally signs on 
at 4 p.m., took to the air Saturday 
(5) at 7 a.m. with cameras trained 
on copy 
machine, and sold the segment i 
Schlossman’s Department Store, | 
which is carrvirg the show on 4 
day-to-day basis for the duration of | 
the strike. 





. * i 
running off a varitype | 


Radio-TV’s 2506 Strike 


Continued from page 32 


| days later, 








Take | 


moved up its publication date last 
week one day, and in addition dis- 
tributed some 6,000 mimeographed 
copies of advance reviews of 
“Kismet” and “Madam Will You 
Walk” on the legit side and ‘Con- 
quest * of Everest” and “Anna- 
purna” on the film end. 


Survey of listening habits dur- 
ing the strike, conducted by Pulse 
for WOR, showed that 94°o of all 
N. Y. families depended on radio 
and tele for their news during the 
first day of the strike. Of the 700 
families sampled, 16.1% heard 





CBS-TV’s Q.T. Color 
.CBS-TY’s 5:30 to 6 p.m. col- 
orshew (closed circuit and 
very much qt. on the net’s 
N. Y. local, WCBS-TV) will 
topline Rosalind Courtright on 
Friday (11). Singer is current 
at the St. Kegis Hotel’s Mai- 
sonette. 


Web has had the Friday 
tinter under wraps, but it’s 
known that ‘twas hoped to do 
two or three a week of the 
colorcasts after three weeks of 
Friday exclusivity. For the 
time being, however, there’s 
apparently no enlargement on 
segmentation planned. Local 
flagship is still running feature 
pix in the only availabie spots 
for the color show and web has 
made no move to recapture a 
half hour of the time. 





news only on radio, 11.1% only 
on TV and 66.7°% on both. 


| Cincy TV Star ia 


{ 
Cen COntinued from page 1 


got a job with WCPO-TV. 
WLW officials called, 
after seeing his WCPO-TV show, 
and offered him a contract. 

His programs for Crosley includ- 











| 








jed “Down Memory Lane.” “The 








is to programming not business, is 
| evident from the General's state- 
|ment to the Board last Friday: “All 
| these months that I have been act- 


|ing as presicent, as well as chair- | 
-——=' man of NBC, have confirmed my | 6 "Os , 10 
Four | belief that basic to the broadcast- | ilm locally,” he said, and to origi- 


'ing business is the quality and 


| character of its program struc- | 


so 


ture—‘the play's the thing. 
Immediate conjecturé at the net- 
| work centred on the administrative 


‘ ’ dese rhs ati- | reshufflings on tap, chiefly on the 
Net al} new besbiees had been | Breakfast Party, Strawhat Mati- | &s p 


funneled into the spot and news 
end. WABD sold the local end of | 
the DuMort network's’ hour-long | 
Sunday “Chicago Symphony” to | 
Plummer, Ltd. one of the top| 
Fifth Ave. china and silver shops. | 
It’s Plummer’s first TV buy, but | 
it's a prolific spacebuyer. But 
news and station breaks accounted 
for most of the new biz, with 
Bloomingdale’s, Saks Fifth Ave. 


and Gimbel’s among the heavy de- |g 


partment store buyers, with Rodg- 
ers & Hammerstein leading the 
legit producers in spot buying, and 
with such offbeat bankrollers as 
Benet Art Galleries, Wurlitzer 
Piano Co.. Emigrant Savings Bank, | 
Newburger, Loeb & Co. brokerage 
and several newspapers them- 
selves 


On the program front. such off- 
beat items as help wanted ads 
‘WNYC, and WABD). a show on 
advertising and business 
WABD) and lit and film re- 
views moved into the forefront. 
On exploitation. WABC-TV tied in 
with—cross-plugs with the N. Y. 
Enquirer. which was rumning as a 
Gaily until the strike ended. 

Cue magazine supplied radio-TV 
news desks with its entertainment 
listings. despite the fact that the 
issue current when the strike 
broke was sold in two days. Mag 
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news . 


nee,” “Hi-Life Hilarities’ and 
“Penny's Pantry.” He switched 
back to evangelism after a 40-min- 
ute meeting with Billy Graham, 
and announced his decision on the 
air. 


“I feel,” 


says the 38-year-old 


| Martin today, “the spiritual recom- 


pense from turning men’s souls 


| back to God is worth the financial 


sacrifice.” 











t 
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| 
! 


Lux 


| programming - sales front. The 


|next few weeks are expected to} 


| find Weaver giving the TV_pro- 
| gramming nod to Tom McAvity, 
;who currently is director of TV 
| programming for the network. The 
/TV Film nod has already gone to 
|Carl Stanton, who has been Bob 

Sarnoff’s chief aide in the division. 
| spark other major realignments, 
| with chief speculation centering on 

how the TV Sales Division 

its multiplicity of key execs) will 
, be resolved. 








) _—___ Centinued from page 31 =! _— 


} 
of the spot. having moved over to 
Sunday night). When Lux vacated | 
take its) 
‘chances opposite “Dragnet” ‘which 


the Monday <slot to 
at that time was far removed from 


its present No. 2 rating siature), 


Burns & Allen grabbed the Mon- | 


day at 8 time and is now in the 
Top 20 swim. With “Dragnet” 
vopularity soaring weekly, 
been having ~ nothing 
trouble. 


has 


but 














Pat & Bob - | 


Continued from page 31} 











sents a reversal of attitude on the 
part of Gen. Sarnoff who. only last 
year, faced with alternative of 


choosing either Weaver or Frank’ 


White ‘who had recently moved 
over from Mutual) for the coveted 
prexy spot 
Weever, giver the newly-created 
post of vice-chairman of the board, 
was shunted aside to an elaborate 
Suite to “think about the future.” 
As it turned out. White after some 
months threw in the towel and re- 
signed. With the recent advent of 
color television and planning for 
the future ‘task to which Weaver 
was emtrusted’, the latter worked 
closely with the General. That he 
restored himself to high favor and 
apparently won over Sarnoff to the 
belief that the first responsibility 
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put his chips on White. | 
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,cians (who were picketing station 
but were not on strike) would have 
provided “adequate cause” 
, their discharge. “The fortuity of 
the coexistence of a labor dispute 


stantial defense . . the handbill 
diverted attention from the labor 
controversy. It attacked public 


policies of the company which had | 
that | 


no discernible relation to 
controversy. The only connection 


between the handbill and the labor | 


controversy was an ultimate and 


undisclosed purpose of motive on | 


the part of some of the sponsors 
that, by the 
pressure, the attack might extract 
from the company some _ future 
concession.” 


In dissenting to the majority 
ruling, Justices Felix Frankfurter, 
Hugo Black and William O. Doug- 
las criticized their colleagues for 
making a decision which, they 
claimed, will give little guidance 
for future cases. 


STEEL’S SOLID 23.5 
FOR ABC-TV PREM 


| Some of the concern among 
ABC-TV’s new clients lifted this 
week when the first Nielsen report 
for November showed that 
web’s new U. S. Steel entry had 
pulled a solid 23.5 rating in its ini- 
tial show. Web and clients feel 
that if the preem telecast 





ballyhoo it got, it won’t be long 


before the rest of the shows be- 


Program, in 
10:30 slot, 


the Tuesday 9:30- 
outranked the CBS 
“Suspense” and “Danger” combo, | 
which got 22.2 and 21.0 marks, re- | 
spectively. Only NBC’s “Armstrong | 
Theatre,” at 9:30, did better than 
Steel, drawing a 29.3, while Fred 
Allen, who followed, pulled a 22.5. 
Fact that “Armstrong” held up 
strongly probably came as a relief | 
to BBD&O, which is in the un- | 
comfortable position of repping | 
both Armstrong and Steel in the | 
same time slot on competing nets. | 








Des Moines — Geo. Halsey of 
radio station WOI, Ames, has been | 
elected chairman of the Iowa AP | 
Broadcasters, succeeding Ralph | 
Childs of station KMA, Shenan- 
doah, Ia. Bob Graham of KAYL, 
Storm Lake, was elected vice- 
chairman for western Iowa, and! 


Lew Hudson of KBOE, Oskaloosa, | 
was named vice-chairman for east | 
ern_lowa. 





The Weaver regime will probably | 


(with | 


for. 


affords these technicians no sub-| 


hoped-for financial | 


of a/| 
show can pull that kind of audi- | 
ence, even with the kind of advance | 


| 
gin to hike their ratings. | 





Bergmann 


Continued from page 30 





business at its current high, sit- 


uation exists that’s equivalent to a 
nighttime sellout on three and a 
third networks. This situation 
makes clearance in nearly all 


ing U’s being built, “the closer we 
are coming to four complete na- 
tional networks,” Bergmann said. 


‘ On the question of color, Berg- 
mann pointed out that set circula- 
tion will be limited for some time 
to come due to the high price of 
receivers. More important, he 
said, is the fact that while stations 


ing a maximum of $35,000, “they 
could not so much as insert a 
dealer’s card into a color program.” 
Additional outlay of $75,000 to 
$100,000 would be necessary “even 
to tie a local identification into a 





| 


nate a live program, stations would 


into one studio. “We at DuMont,” 
he said, “are convinced that color 
will not amount to much—for sev- 
eral years.” 


Bergmann slapped out at “a few 
advertisers who are abusing the 
privilege accorded them to put 
their message into America’s liv- 
ing rooms.” 
broadeasters are aware of these 





, the NARTB Code, the Code itself 
|is left open to individual applica- 
‘tion and interpretation. He called 
on the admen to*be “vigilant 
toward the protection of integrity, 
believability, absence of annoying 
| repetition and unprovable claims.” 
'He said that those who would 
“milk” audience 
_through violations of the Code are 

mistaken in the belief that they are 
, Selling more. 





nights of the week a major head- 
ache, but with new stations, includ- 


will be able to pick up network 
color feeds with equipment cost- 


network program or to run a color 


have to sink $500,000 to $600,000 | 


He said that while} 


abuses and are solidly in back of | 


acceptance | 











Tele Followup 
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trait of juvenile idealism and 
| heroism. Sal Mineo, as the rustic 
| Spanish adolescent who envisioned 
, himself as a great matador only to 
| be killed in a mock bullfight, per- 
,formed brilliantly. A strong sup- 
porting cast included Leslie Niel- 
_son, Johnny Stewart. Ann Bancroft, 
| John Marley and Marie Gallo. 
The ballet version of the same 
story was an interesting experi- 
iment in its juxtaposition of two 
dramatic media. Eugene Loring’s 
choreography captured the essen- 


tial spirit of the yarn and George | 


Antheil’s original music contrib- 
uted to the ballet’s atmospheric 
quality. It was a long piece with 
special appeal for the balletomares. 

Another sequence built around 


Lord & Taylor’s Christmas window | 
display was stretched too thinly. | 


Show also included a three-minute 
Slapstic film from Italy, 
|‘Laughing Gas,” that wasn't 
funny. Alistair Cooke as usual did 
a suave job of hosting. Herm. 


| 





St. Louis—To meet the frequent | 


the | 
| station, KMOX has organized its} 


requests for speakers from 


own speakers’ bureau with Mark 
| Russell, program director; Lindley 
| Hines, night news editor; Ted 


the Mangner, farm director; and Rex | 
,| Davis, news director available. 


titled | 
too | 


ee 


‘TV Playhouse’ To 
Spotlight Who’s-Who 
In Aviation Industry 


“Television Playhouse” (Good. 
year edition) will bring in some 
of the world’s foremost aviation 
realistically into a Robert Lewis 
Shayon script titled “Wings Over 
Barriers” slotted for Dec. 20 on 
NBC-TV. The airmen represent a 
veritable who's who of the indus- 
try in its lineup of Igor Sikorsky, 
developer of the helicopter; Elmer 
Sperry of Sperry Gyroscope Co,: 
Jack Frye of TWA; Major Charles 
E. Yaeger, who broke the sound 
barrier in 1947; Ken Bodecker, 
sales exec of the Wright Corp, 
the mechanic for the Spirit of St. 
Louis in Col. Charles Lindbergh's 
history-making 1927 transatlantic 
flight; Arthur Raymond, chief en- 
gineer of Douglas Aircraft; John 
| Stack, assistant director of the 
|famed Langley Laboratories; Col, 
'Don Flickinger, director of “Hu- 
|man Factors” for the Air Force, 
and others. 

Joseph Cotten or Eddie Albert 
‘will play the lead in the produc- 
| tion for which budget has been 
| hiked. Delbert Mann, director of 
the show, planed to Kitty Hawk 
yesterday (Tues.) for film footage 
at the site of the Wright Bros.’ 
| precedental flight. 
| 











Juve Delinquency 
Show in WIP Preem 


Philadelphia, Dec. 8. 

| WIP launched a new weekly 
| series Friday (9:30 to 10 p.m.) de- 
|signed to help curb juve delin- 
| quency. Opener was a roundtable 
discussiOn by a half dozen civic 
|leaders, including a judge, mem- 
bers of the Crime Prevention Assn., 
a policewoman and school officials. 
| Sam Serota, WIP special events 
director, acted as moderator for 
| the initial show. On future pro- 
| grams WIP will take microphones 


-|and tape recorders to high school 


| student council meetings in areas 
' most affected by juve crime. 


Wagner Names Cohan 


| Arnold Cohan, head of Arnold 
|; Cohan Corp., ad agency, was offi- 
| cially named yesterday (Tues.) as 
| radio-TV adviser for N. Y.’s mayor- 
| elect, Robert F. Wagner, Jr., with 
| post going to Cohan as an indi- 
| vidual. Announcement was made 
, by Wagner at a luncheon at the 
{Gotham Hotel given him by gen- 
| eral managers of AM-TV stations 
| where the incoming city chief also 
| set forth the broadcasting policy 
| of his administration. 
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SPECIAL OPTICAL EFFECTS 
AND TITLES 


On FIRESIDE THEATRE 
Television Show 


by 
RAY MERCER & COMPANY 
4241 Normal Ave., H’wood 29, Cal. 
Send for Free Optical Effects Churt 
CAST AC ly CERRO RETRO 











A TOP PERSONNEL AGENCY 
33 West 42nd Street 

has openings for 3 qualified men— 

Public Relations, Time Buyer & 

Advertising manager (appliance 

background) te $20,000. 
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WHAT DOES P 


Big Deals, Giveaways Cue Heated 


3-Way Diskery 


War on ‘Partners 





Record company rivalry reached + 
a new high last week as RCA Vic- 
tor, Capitol and Mercury moved in 
to get the breakaway platter on 
“Changing Partners.” Tune was cut 
by Dinah Shore (Victor), Kay Starr 
(Capitol) and Patti Page (Mercury). 
Tradesters wondered if this marked 
the beginning of a new era, in 
which the disk companies would 
spare no expense in efforts to build 
a click record. ‘ 

The three-way struggle started 
rolling with claims, counterclaims, 
giveaways and special deals. Victor 
asserts that it was first out with 
Miss Shore’s slice, while Cap 
claims that Victor may have hit 
the reviewers and the disk jockeys 
ahead of the others but that Miss 
Starr's waxing was in the stgres 
first. 

Disk Jocks Wooed 

On the giveaway front, the cam- 
paign is pegged at the disk jockeys. 
Victor has set up a national contest 
with two Chevrolet Corvettes (val- 
ued at $3,600 each) as top prizes 
for the deejay accounting for the 
most spins of the Shore version. 
Chevrolet, incidentally, sponsors 
Miss Shore’s tele show. Victor also 
is working out an additional prize 
lure of 100 TV sets for the platter 
spinners. 

Merc is reported countering with 
attractive gift items for the 
deejays. Label also is hitting the 
dealer field with special offers of 
20 cuffo Page platters for every 
100 disks ordered with 100° in- 
demnification. 

Cap, however, is lying low on the 
giveaways and special deals. Ac- 
cording to Bill Fowler, label’s 
veepee, such campaigns have a dis- | 

(Continued on page 60) 


U.S. Singers Set 
For 54 Brit. Dates 


London, Dec. 8. 

Arrangements are set for the/! 
1854 American invasion of Britain | 
by top singing sters. Johnnie Ray, | 
Frankie Laine, Nat (King) Cole! 
and Guy Mitchell are all in line! 
for repeat contracts in variety here | 
this coming spring and summer. | 

A new name mentioned by the | 
Lew & Leslie Grade Agency, who | 
are booking these attractions, is | 
Perry Como, who has yet to ap- 
pear in England. He is being read- 
ied for an August stint at the Lon- | 
con Palladium. 

Ray is due here in May, for a 
tour of at least 10 weeks. British | 
combo of Jack Parnell and _ his | 
Music Makers is reportedly to ac- | 
company the Cry Guy. 


CLEFFERS WANT EARLY 
PREEM FOR BMI SUIT | 


Motion by the Songwriters of ! 
America to start examinations be- | 
fore trial immediately in their | 
$150,000,000 antitrust suit against 
the broadeasters and Broadcast 
Music, Ine., was taken under ad- | 
Visement by Judge John W. Clancy | 
InN. Y. Federal Court yesterday | 
‘Tues.). At the same time, the 
Judge reserved decision on BMI's 
request to delay start of legal 
haneuvers until next March. 

The cleffers, repped by attorney | 
John Schulman, asked the judge | 
0 set a date for the éxaminations | 
and the order in which they were | 
to be made. 


Pinky on Kidisks 


| 
| 
Hollywood, Dec. 8 | 
| 

















| 
| 
| 


an inky Lee will make his debut 
“s : kidisk artist late this month, | 
pd ' e voice of a new piece of | 
material by Bob and Dick Sherman, | 
ssa the Ramferinkas,” Yarn is | 
out the first bird on earth. 
a Shefter will arrange, con: | 
“ and edit the material, with | 
,°* Berliner prodneing the 

LAREETIIPETTIryYY Titi 


Accent on Speed 

_Extreme speed with which 
diskers can now etch original 
cast albums was _ illustrated 
this week by Columbia Rec- 
ords’ cutting of “Kismet.” Col 
recorded the album all day 
Sunday (6) till midnight, then 
edited the tapes until 7 a.m. 
to get them to the factory | 
Monday afternoon. The 12- 
inch longplay platter will be | 
in the N. Y. stores today 
(Wed.), and in general dis- 
tribution next week. 
Legituner, which opened in | 
Gotham Thursday 
Alfred Drake 
Morrow. 


Hoagy Sues Mills 
Over Renewals 


On 14 Numbers 


The knotty problem of copyright | 
renewal assignments has cropped | 
up again in a suit filed by song-| 
writer Hoagy Carmichael against | 
Mills Music in U. S. District Court | 
last week. Carmichael is asking | 
for return of the copyrights on 14 
numbers, including “Stardust.” 
which are up for their second 
copyright terms of 28 years. 

Carmichael claims that under | 
section 24 of the Copyright Act, 
after the expiration of the origi- 
nal term, the writers of a tune be- 
come the sole proprietors of the 
copyrights. Suit is similar to the 
one brought by Billy Rose, Mort 
Dixon and Ray Henderson against 
Bourne Music for return of the 
copyright on “That Old Gang of 
Mine.” 

In his complaint, Carmichael 
charged that the defendant intends 
to violate his rights and those of 
his collaborators by continuing to 
publish the tunes. Plaintiff asked 
that he be named sole owner of 
the copyrights and that any claim 
by Mills of renewal rights be de- 
clared null and void. Carmichael 
also asked that Mills be enjoined | 
from exercising any rights in three 
tunes which have already been re- 

(Continued on page 60) 








(3), stars 
and Doretta 








;on what's cooking in Petrillo’s 
office. 

From the industry side of the 
fence, it’s now evident that if 


;number of 


| be reached sooner or later. If, how- 
| ever, Petrillo asks for a hike in 


| some major company execs foresee 


| trillo over this issue. 








INDUSTRY AIMS 
FOR STATUS QUC 


The initial word from James C. 
Petrillo, prexy of the American 
Federation of Musicians, on his 
demands for the new disk pact, 
will be handed down to the indus- 
try next Tuesday (15), when nego- 
tiations are slated to open. The disk 
industry is and will continue to 
remain in the dark until next week 


Petrillo asks for a straight exten- 
sion of the present pact, he'll get 
it without question. If he asks for 
a change in musicians’ rates and 
sides per session, 
there'll be long discussions, but 
there’s confidence that a pact will 


the royalty payments to the Musi- 
cians Performance Trust Fund, 
then the fireworks will start and 


a new ban on recordings by Pe- 


The Trust Fund, which was set 
up five vears ago, collects and dis- 
burses more than $1,500.000 a year 
for free public music. This fund is 
obtained from a royalty paid on 
records and is administered under 
a trusteeship. It’s known that the 
Fund is one of Petrillo’s pet proj- 
ects, but whether he will ask for a 
hike in the present rate has not 
been intimated. 

There have been reports that | 
Petrillo may ask for a hike in the | 
present recording session scale of | 
$41 for three hours to $56. Also, | 
he may cut down the maximum | 
number of sides permitted in each | 
session from four to some lower | 
figure. The companies, meantime, | 
also plan to ask for some conces- 
sions, particularly for modifica- 
tions of the present ban on the use 
of dubbings and the rule against 
cancellation of a date even if an 
artist is ill. 


MARTHA RAYE SET FOR 
HER WAX FIELD RETURN 


Martha Rave is set for a return 
to the wax field via Mercury Rec- 








ords. Miss Rave recorded a couple 
of years ago for several indie 
labels. 


Merc plans to assign standard 
material to Miss Rave. She'll be- 
gin cutting before the first of the 
year, 


ETRILLO WANT? 


Richmond to Sell Pop Copies On 
Non-Returnable Basis; Ups Prices 





Real Hot ‘Papa’ 


Eddie Fisher's slice of the 
Swiss tune, “Oh, Mein Papa,” 
which was released by RCA 
Victor three weeks ago, has 
moved to the top too fast to be 
reflected in the tradepaper 
bestselling charts. A spot wire 
check Monday (7) by VARIETY 
of six key cities showed the 
Fisher disk in the No. 1 spot 
in three markets and rapidly 
moving upwards in the other 
three. 

The Fisher version is shap- 
ing up as the year’s platter 
phenomenon at the rate at 
which it’s going. To date, the 
disk has shipped over 610,000 
copies and. in some cities such 
as New York, dealers have 
been unable to stock enough 
to meet the demand. In fact, 
the tune’s publishers. Shapiro- 
Bernstein Music, had to ship 
up some copies from Philadel- 
phia last week. Meantime, the 
original Eddie Calvert instru- 
mental on “Oh, Mein Papa” 
for the indie Essex label is 
also maintaining a hot sales 
pace. 








BIEM, Columbia 
Set for Deal On 
French Royalties 


Harry Fox. representing the 
French mechanical collection so- 
ciety, BIEM ‘Bureau International 
D’Editions Mechanique), finally 
reached an agreement with Sidney 
Kaye, attorney for Columbia Rec- 
ords, last week on disk royalty 
payments for French compositions. 
Deal is en route to France for final 
ratification by BIEM execs. The 
Col agreement will set the pattern 
for BIEM’s negotiations with the 
other companies. 

The proposed two-year pact elim- 
inates a longstanding hurdle be- 
tween the two countries due to the 
difference in copyright terms 
Under the present deal, Columbia 
agrees to pay royalties on all works 
copyrighted after 1909, the date 
of the U.S. copyright act. All works 

Continued on page 58) 
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+ After holding the status quo for 


the past several years, sheet music 

| sales structure got its second ma- 
| jor switch in less than two months 
jlast week when publisher Howie 
| Richmond hiked the price of his 
| pop copies to jobbers from 23c. to 
| 25c. In addition, Richmond an- 
| nounced that the pop copies would 
ibe sold on a “non-returnable 
| basis.” 

Initial step in altering the sheet 
|music sales pattern was made by 
|'E. H. Morris Music Nov. 1. Firm 
| upped the tab on its pop copies 
'from 40c. to 50c. ‘jobbers’ price 
moved to 25c. per copy). Morris 
'also took over the cost of parcel 
/ post mailings to regain the “short 
order” dealers. 

Cause for the Richmond switch 
is attributed to rising costs of 
printing, production and promo- 
tion. The new sales structure goes 
into effect Jan. 4. 


In the new setup Richmond” 
leaves a loophole for returns. 
Once a new pop song attains sales 
activity and radio-TV recognition 
|indicating possible hit status. he 
asserts, the song will become avail- 
able on a “return basis.” The guide 
to this factor will be the record, 
disk jockey, juxebox, etc., lists ap- 
pearing in the trade papers. 

During 1953, the Richmond firms 
issued about 100 songs. Of these, 
‘he states. only six warranted a sale 
‘on a “returnable basis.” The other 
94 songs, he adds. sold an average 
of 200 copies each, but a total of 
154,000 copies were shipped and 
returned. This represents only a 
fraction of the overall music biz, 
so he figures that jobbers must 
have paid out big coin on two-way 
freight and handling costs on mil- 
lions of copies that did not sell. 

In the Richmond music group 
are Cromweil, Dartmouth, Essex, 
Folkways. Hollis, Ludlow and Mel- 
ody Trails. 


Cap Heads For 
New Peak in 53 


Capitol Records, currently head- 
ing for the peak vear in its 1]-vear 
histopy. has declared a year-end 
dividend of 35¢ per share for a 
total annual divvy of 65c. Latest 
dividend will be split with a 20c 
payment on Dec. 24 and 15¢ on 
san. i. 

According to the gait set for the 
first 11 months of this year, Cap’s 
will probably go over the 
$16,900,000‘ mark set in 1948. top 
vear of the disk industry and Capi- 
tol Records. Cap’s biz has been 
boosted by the Les Paul-Mary Ford 
duo's hits and the “Dragnet” clicks 
by both Ray Anthony's orch and 
Stan Freberg 

As part of its financial consoli- 
dation, Capitol has purchased and 
retired 2.000 shares of its pre- 
ferred stock. Over the past three 
years, the diskery has reduced its 
outstanding preferred stock by 
92°, slicing the original 30,000 
shares to 2,405. 


‘SHOW BIZ” HOROWITZ 
TOP RCA JAN. SKED 


RCA Victor will focus its promo- 
tional guns after the New Year on 
two major packages, the “Show 
Biz” album and the “Horowitz 
25th Anniversary Concert.” “Show 





sales 





Biz’ is a wax version of the best- 
seller of the same name _ with 
George Jessel as narrator. The 


Horowitz package is a_ two-disk 
longplay album of the pianist's 
25th anni concert in Carnegie Hall, 
N. Y., last February. 

Selling plans on the two pack- 
ages were outlined to Victor dis- 
tribs across the country by com- 
|; pany execs at special meetings all 
,dast week. Larry Kanaga, Victor 
sales manager, topped the Victor 
'exec echelon which made the field 
|trek. . He returned to the N. Y. 
| nomeoffice Monday (7). 
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Stan Kenton Orch: “The Creep” 
-‘Tenderly” (Capitel). A dance 
tune importation j 
“The Creep” has the ingredients 
of a big wax instrumental and 
Stan Kenton’s orch gives this num- 
ber a colorful ride without “pro- 
gressive” mannerisms. It could be 
one of Kenton’s biggest. The oldie 
on the flip is also given a topflight 
interpretation, with the 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD 


| 


from Britain,| and a chorus. 








Faced,” a hillbilly-flavored num- 
ber that gets a good ride by Grey 
Grey also does well 


more conventionally. 


Ee the flip but handles this side 


Raymond Scott Quintet: ‘“Dedi- 
catory Piece To The Crew, Etc. ’- 
“Bird Life In Bronx’ (Audivox). 
As usual, bandleader Raymond 
Scott comes up with the unusual 


Four | on these sides. “Dedicaiury Piece” 


Freshmen doing an ensemble v0-|has a solid swinging beat in the 


cal accomped by 2 tasteful 


rangement. 

Gordon MacRae: 
Windy 
Heart” (Capitol). 


“High 


ar- | 
| titled 
On A/|} Offbeat fare for jocks. 
Hill’’-‘Soothe My Lonely | tasteful chamber music jazz piece 
Two class sides!also featuring 


format of one of Scott’s longest- 
compositions. Interesting 
Flip is a 


some of Scott's 


that stand up under repeated spins! strange orchestral effects. 


although not the type with imme-| 


diate sock impact. 
ers a fine vocal in “High On A 
Windy Hill,” complementing 
Hugo Winterhalter 
of this standard for 
“Lonely Heart,” from the 
pic, “Escape From Fort Bravo.” is 
another interesting, literate ballad. 


instrumental 


This side is almost in the “art 
song” category. 
Stan Freberg: “C'est Si Bon’”- 


A Dear John and Marsha Letter 
(Capitol). 
tapping the satirical vein for boft 
results recentiy, and now comes 
up with an okay parody of “C'est 


MacRae deliv-| Answer The Phone’-‘‘Hold 


the | 


RCA Victor. | 
Metro | 


|this in a tearful monotone. 


Ruth Casey: ‘‘Won’t Somebody 
Me” 
(Decca). Ruth Casey, one of Dec- 
ca’s recent additions, gets off to a 
dubious’ start with “Phone,” a syn- 
thetic ballad with a corny lyric 
and some irritating telephone 
sound effects. Miss Casey 
Miss 
Casey registers more impressively 
on the oldie “Hold Me.” with a 
swinging vocal in a solid arrange- 


, ment. 


Stan Freberg has been | 


Si Bon,” in Gallic accents a la’ 


Best 


STAN KENTON ORCH 
(Capitol) 


+e ee ee ee ewer we eeeseesreeeess 


Buddy Morrow Orch: “Diggin’ ”- 
‘“Denisse” (Victor). “Diggin,” is a 
dramatic piece of material that’s 
a switch from the rhythm groove in 
which Buddy Morrow's crew has 


THE CREEP 
Tenderly 








Eartha Kitt. It’s a hokey rewrite 


| been riding. 


with enough kicks to put it over.) 


The flip is a takeoff on the recent 
crop of hillbilly “Dear John” sides. 
This side accomplishes its mission 
of being nearly as deadly as the 
original. 

Mindy Carson: “Crazy. Madly. 
Wildly In Love’-"Musie Box” (Co- 
Iumbia). 


“Wildly In Love” is an 
pifbeat piece of material neatly 
handled by Mindy Carson. Tune 


has.a strong tag line but fails to 
hold up as pop material, although 
it has potential for Miss Carson's 
nitery turn. “Music Box” is x 
charming, lightweight number 
with fair chances. 

Delores Gray: “Poppa Piccolino ’- 
“Face To Face” (Decea’. Adapted 
from an old Italian street song. 
“Poppa Picecoline” has been gar- 
nering a stack of wax versions 
with Dolores Gray's slice for Dec- 
ca shapping up as tops. It’s a 
bright. bouncy, familiar tune 
slated for iots of jock and juke 
spins. Art Lowry, for Columbia 
Records, and The Nocturnes, for 
M-G-M Records. have also cut this 
tune but without the sparkle of 
Miss Gray’s rendition. On _ the 
Decca flip. Miss Gravy is effective 
on the ballad. “Face To Face.” 


Joel Grey: “Two Faced”-‘Last 
Night On The Back Porch” 
(M-G-M Young comedian Joe! 


Grey mav break out on wax with 
a big number if the right material 
comes along. He has a strong de- 
Fivery and his vocal mannerisms 


are suitable for a novelty click 


' It’s a big production 
but with a doubtful target in 
the pop market despite Frankie 
Lester’s okay vocal. Morrow’s band 
reverts to more recognizable musi- 
cal ideas on “Denise.” a_ well- 
executed tango that could step out. 

George Shearing Quintet: 
“Tiempo De Cencerro” . (M-G-M). 


George Shearing’s Quintet breaks | 
; Out of its trademarked jazz shell! 


with this Latin-stvled instrumenial. 

It’s a two-sided composition with 
a tricky beat and some colorful 
percussion effects. 

Jill Corey: “The First 
mas’’-"‘Silent Night” (Women's 
Home Companion). “The 
Christmas,” the holiday 
cleffed by Dimitri 
Ned Washington on assignment 
from the Women’s Home Com- 


Christ- 


number 


Dan'on mag, is a reverential hymn! 


for the religioso market. Jill Corey 
gives it a sincere rendition. Royal- 
ties on this tune are going to the 
Heart Fund. On 
Corey does a straight version of 
the Xmas standard, ‘Silent Night.” 


Album Review 


Renee Lebas: Cherchez La 
Femme ‘Vox’. American debut of 
the French pop singer serves up a 
very pleasant melange of eight un- 
hackneved tunes in this album. 
Deep-throated. lusty-voiced chirp 
sells a song straight, simply. with 


few vocal furbelows, although in 
varied stvles and moods to suit 
each number Clear enunciation 


He has a good potential on “Two' is standout. Attractive selection of 
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HEART OF MY HEART ...... 
CHANGING PARTNERS 
SANTA BABY 


oa 
+ 
; 
: . BABY, BABY, BABY (1) . g¥ e's 
re a 
Re Og a Ps Ae saga arateiara 
NE ENT Ts aialg ie aya whe atrighnvotain oka hoa a atevais a ese aoe 
OHM! Se eee re hee ere SO ee tr 
WOMAN sid id aohid a1 8p pian ipid ete nes> 8 Aa alA'a api 9 aoe ees alee gale ate 
OH, MEIN PAPA 
HEART OF MY HEART 


is oeneBhaees ee os O60 0684 68 


ee CEL: 25 ap acta gig’ gh aa aaa ss ates dee odin a einin ae alae 


(Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top i0) 
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First | 
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LAWRENCE WELK 


and his 
CHAMPAGNE MUSIC 
119th Consecutive Week, Aragon 
Ballroom, Santa Monica, Calif. 
Exclusively for Coral Records 
JOLY’S THEME 
Backed by 
CONEY ISLAND 




















| well-mixed ballads and rhythm | 
‘numbers, to orch accompaniment, | 
‘is topped by the sentimental | 
“Amours Perdues” and the swingy, 
rhythmic “La Saint Bonheur.” 


Platter Pointers 
Georgie Shaw has a rousing | 


| foik-styled tune in “Honeycomb” | 
| which, unfortunately, is too much | 
|akin to some of songwriter Bob | 
{Merrill’s past hits (Decca) .. .| 
'Mantovani orch has another lush , 
|side in “The Midnight Waltz” for ; 
| London . . . Some more of Homer | 

& Jethro’s burlesques get across 
}on “You-Ewe-U” and “Hey Shmo” 
' (Victor) .. . Earl Hines orch come | 


up with a solid instrumental in 


'“Spaee Ship” (King). . Pete | 
Hanley impresses on tke atmos- | 
;pheric “Moonlight In Vermont” | 


| ballad (Columbia! . . . Ernie An- | 
| drews delivers a neat rhythm vocal | 
on “Don't Lead Me On” (Trend)... | 
Pat O’Day scores with her slice of | 
“A Bird Flying North” (M-G-M). 
Siandourt folk, western, polka, 
rhythm & blues, ete.: Sammy Cot- 
ton, “You're The Kind Of Woman” | 
‘Okeh! .. . Hawkshaw Hawkins, 
'“I'll Never Close My Heart To! 
You” (Victor) ... Sheb Wooley, 
/“Cll Return The Letters” (M-G-M) 
. Hank Snow-Blackwood Bros., 
“Invisible Hands” (Victor) ... 
Litt'e Sam Davis, “‘She’s So Good 
To Me” (De Luxe)... Tiny Brad- , 
shaw, “Ping Pong” (King’... 
Autry Inman, “It Hurts Too Much | 
'To Cry” (Decca)... Swanee River 
Boys, “I've Got A Date To Meet. 
An Angel” (King). 





Seeco’s EP Stepup 


Seeco Records, indie Latino la- 
bel, is rolling into the extended 
play field in high gear. Label has 
prepped 50 EP sets for release 
before the first of the year. 

Such Seeco stablers as Machito, 
Tito Rivera, Pedro Vila and Tito 
Puente will be featured in the first 
five EP packages. 


444444444 444: 


+ 
¢ 
Tony Bennett ....... Columbia 3 
Teresa Brewer ...+.--- Coral ¢ 
Dean Martin Canitol 
YC ie Se re Victor 
Patti Page Mercury 
Waddie: Fisher ...cccces Victor 
Julius LaRosa ..Cadence 
Teresa Brewer ee Coral 
Les Paul-Mary Ford.....Canitol 
Winterhalter-Rene ...... Victor 


Frank Chacksfield London | 
Pee Wee Hunt . Capitol 
Johnny Desmond ....... Coral | 
Eddie Calvert ...<ccec-- Essex 
Four Aces catata Decca 
Eddie Fisher ..... Victor 
Pour Digs... ese vcs Columbia 
Judy Valentine ! Epic 
Cornell-Dale-Desmond Coral 
PG  . Capitol 
PPI ee As dbo vases. Victor 
SONG BOMOR oon ciwan dak: M-G-M 
Eddy Howard ........ Mercury 
Hayman-Murad ........Mercury 


Longhair Disk Reviews 








Lehar: Merry Widow ‘Angel, 2 
LP; $9.90). Fine, flavorsome per- 
formance of the charming operetta. 
Unabridged version is artistically 
neat as well as theatrically appeal- 
ing. Firstrate cast is headed by 
Elisabeth Schwarzkopf, Nicolai 
Gedda, Emmy Loose and Eric 
Kunz. Otto Ackermann conducts. 

Handel: Messiah (RCA Victor; 
$5.95). Highlights from the great 


religious choral work, taken from 
the Beecham-Royal Philharmonic 
authoritative previous recording. 
Impressive excerpts, with fine 
solos and rousing choruses. 
Debussy Piano Music (M-G-M; 
$4.85). Menahem Pressler, gifted 
young Israeli pianist, has a feeling 
for Debussy and communicated it 


| here in a half-dozen representative 
, selections, 


most of them familiar 
and choice. 

Liszt: Dante Symphony (Urania; 
$5.95). Fiery, dramatic reading of 
a wild, romantic, infrequently- 
heard work by the Colonne Orch 
under George Sebastian. Moody, 

7 





perturbed score has odd appeal. 

Chopin: Mazurkas (RCA Victor, 
3 LP; $16.35). All 51 mazurkas, 
plus two polonaises, make lovely 
vighets, in a variety of moods, for 
a choice album under Artur Ru- 
binstein’s inspired fingers. Felici- 
tous approach, ringing tones and 
fine phrasing add up to an exuber- 
ant, rhythmic set. 

Other disks of interest—Rich- 
sounding reading of the probing, 
elegiac tone-poem, Bartok’s Con- 
certo for Orchestra, by the Phil- 
harmonia Orch under Karajan 
(Angel); charming scores in Au- 
rora’s Wedding and Faust Ballet 
Music, well played by Royal Opera 
House Orch under’ Braithwaite 
(M-G-M); choice disk in Brailowsky 
Plays Liszt, a varied, juicy samp!e 
of rine piano pieces played with 
taste and distinction (RCA Victor); 
lively, well-balanced, inspiring per- 
formance of the monumental Bach 
B Minor Mass by Radio Berlin 
orch, chorus and soloists under 
Fritz Lehmann (Urania); sturdy 
readings of Pictures at an Exhibi- 
tion ard Firebird Suite by Radio 
Leipzig Orch (Urania). Bron. 





Director, alphabetically listed. 


Changing Partners 
Don’t Forget to Write 
Don’t Take Your Love From Me 
Don’tcha Hear Them Bells 
Ebb Tide 
Granada 
Heart of My Heart 
ee SS 
I Love Paris—***Can-Can” 
I See the Moon .. 


ee eee 


SS Se ae ree eee ee 
It's Easy to Remember ..... 
I've Got the World on a String 
Love Walked In 
Many Times 
My Love, My Love ... 
 aRRaae 
Pa-Pava Mama 
Rags to Riches 


Yer. Rott) fs ee 


re 
Leer eee 2 2 2 ee 2 ee 


That’s Amore—*'*The Caddy” 
Think 
You Alone 

You, You, You 


Am I to Blame 
Baby, Baby, Baby 
Deadwood Stage 





That's All . 
Tipica Serenata 
Typewriter 
Under Paris Skies 
Vaya Con Dios 
Woman ee 
Y’All Come .. : 
You and Your Smile 
You Won't Forget Me 


C'est Si Bon 
Ebb Tide . 

I Love Paris Ae 
I’m Walking Behind You 
I've Got the World on a String 
Many Times .... ele eee 
Oh, My Papa 
Rags to Riches 
Ricochet 


Bye Bye Baby . 
From This Moment On ..... 


Me and My Shadow . 








+ Filmusical. 


Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


The top 30 songs of week (more in case of ties), based on 
copyrighted Audience Coverage Index & Audience Trend Index. 
Published by Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John Gray Peatman, 


Survey Week of Nov. 27-Dec. 3, 1953 
(Listed Alphabetically ) 
Baubles, Bangles and Beads—**‘Kismet” 


Prom cine « aris 6a a 6 ass oe 


ee) 


In the Mission of St. Augustine 


Siva ols woo wlarevelet ie eae Mills 


ee 


coh 0 6.8 626 80's b.0 6 awe w 6 
"eee ease ere er eeeene 


2600804 02668 945 





Happy Christmas Little Friend oe Williamson 
I Can’t Believe That You're in Love With Me...... Mills 
Ee a ee a eer ee ee ere EL ewer, 
Julie Plata, etaraiate ale ge atach Og he ---. Miller 

No Other Love—*“Me and Juliet” ........... .-.. Williamson 
Off Shore Se ry ea ee eee Hanover 
ee eR a5 elon ho hn arte ee Ss Shapiro-B 
Sadie Thompson's Song—*‘‘Miss Sadie Thompson”. . Mills 

BrOryv OF Three Loves ...; 5. eck cc ce cs bb db eel de. Foley 
pect Mama Tree Ton Tall... cis ds 6c doe dsbcewven Hollis 


wedca aie wa ten cot goal aver taieie date Pree 
rh Bae er «wee scene. marr 


Salatavate imran tae a ; .. Feist 


Top 10 Songs On TV 


(More In Case of Ties) 
Rataun-oiaisth’s a ate errr et! 


ate eh a A os 00 ne 000s MPOROCASL 


eevee osn bese seeenes 


See erteerrrae ne | © yy ere eerereereeeeer 


wweyL . 2 ye oe Ss ee 


Five Top Standards 


(More In Case of Ties) 
ceheeuees cAwaebons 


Give My Regards to Broadway. He 
Will You Still Be Mine ............... 
* Legit musical. 


. Frank 
.. Porgie 
. Advanced 


. lris-T 

.. Robbins 

. Peer 

. Robbins 

. Miller 

. Chappell 
.. Plymouth 
. Republic 

. Alamo 

.. Famous 


. Chappell 

. Broadcast 

. Meridian 

. Feist 

. Sheldon 

. Saunders 

. Sheldon 

. St.. Nicholas 
. Remick 

. Paramount 
.. Frank 

. Paramount 
. Joy 

. Roncom 

.. Mellin 


sees eet 
- Famous 
-. Remick 


. Meridian 
. Jerome 
. Mills 


.. Ardmore 
.. Studio 


.. Lake Forest 


AT ee Robbins 
. Chappell 
Leeds 
Mills 


eee eeeeee 


. Shapiro-B 
. Saunders 
...+. Sheldon 
ca alae ae -... Bloom 


o oes Chappell 
.. Vogel 
Bourne 
Embassy 


eereer 


eeeereeeeeer 


eeeeeeeeeeer 
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Herb Marks Renews’ His Copyright 
With 60-Year Firm His Dad Founded 





By HERBERT E. MARKS 
‘President, Edward B. Marks 
Music Corp.) 

On Monday (7), of this week, I 
was re-copyrighted or, as modern 
jawyers prefer to put it, renewed. 
In other words, 28 years have 
slipped by one way or another 
since I first came to this firm in 
1925, A friend of mine has been 
flattering enough to say that, if I 
don't allow myself to be renewed, 
they are going to have to change 
the name of the firm from E. B. 
Marks to P. D. Marks. Exactly 
twenty-eight years ago on Dec. 6, 
1925. I was still a VARIETY mugg, 
the one other job I've had since 


college. 





Now that my copyright is being 
renewed, I thought that just pos- 
sibly I might mention a few out- 
standing recollections of 28 years 
with this concern. Coming home 
10 years ago from the most arduous 
physical experience of my life at 
a State Guard training camp to 
learn that “Paper Doll” had orig- 
inally been copyrighted earlier 
than we thought, that its renewal 
was coming up a couple of days 
and that half a dozen publishers 
were hot on its trail since it was 
by far the biggest hit of the day, I 
yushed out to Ohio to learn that 
Johnny Black, the composer, had 
been killed in a fight outside his 
tavern. He had not one widow but 
several, not to mention other rela- 
tives running around, all of whom 
came into the picture. Everything 
was straightened out, but I will 
never forget the train trip home 
with one of Johnny’s widows, her 
sister (who also decided to come 
to New York), Julian Abeles, our 
attorney, and Carl Zoehrns, our 
ebullient sales manager. The whole | 
story of “Paper Doll” I think | 

| 
| 
| 





more fascinating than that of any 
of the thousands of songs in our 
catalog. 

In Havana for a vacation, not 
long after I had joined the firm, 
with no ideas of Cuban music in 
m, head whatsoever, the manager 
of my hotel asked me if I would 
like to come to his roof garden for 
2 special audition of hit songs writ- 
fen by his brother. Thinking it 
would be pleasant to watch pretty 





Albert Stillman 


The Poet Laureate of Radio City 
Music Hall has again -done a 
bright versification show biz 

roundup in his 


Post Mortems of 1953 


* . * | 


@n amusing byline piece in the 
forthcoming 


48th Anniversary Number 





of 


VARIETY 











HERB REIS LAUNCHES 
DUAL PUBBERY SETUP. 


Herb Reis launched a dual pub- | 
bery setup last week with the for- | 
mation of Herb Reis Music and | 
H. R. Music. Former firm will be | 
affiliated with BMI, while the lat- | 
ter will be an ASCAP setup. 

Reis, who’s already set his initial 


song acquisitions for record re-' 
lease early next year, is heading | 
for a Florida vacation Dec. 15. | 
He’s due back first of the year. ' 


Bebop Chills Scots 


Glasgow, Dec. 8. 
“Highland Boogie,” new all- 
tartan behop tune by Scot 
schoolteacher Owen Leary, is 

running into hot water here. 
_ Published by the Glasgow 
firm of James Kerr, Inc., and 
sung by Edinburgh chiper Di- 
nah Kaye, “Boogie” has dis- 
pleased patriotic Scot clans- 
men. They don’t relish the idea 
of a piper named Doogie get- 
ting so hep and in the groove 
that he has all the Scot lads 
and lassies behopping all over 

the place. 








High Court KOs Suit 
Vs. Loesser on ‘China’ 


Washington, Dec. 8. 

Supreme Court yesterday (Mon.) 
refused to take jurisdiction in a 
copyright infringement suit appeal 
brought by Robert E. Overman, of 
Los Angeles, against songwriter 
Frank Loesser. High court, in ef- 
fect, upheld the defense of Loes- 
ser that he did not crib his tune. 
“Slow Boat to China.” from Over- 


man’s “Wonderful You,” as alleged 
by the Californian. 


Overman claimed that he seut a: 


bundle of music, including “Won- 
derful You,” to a N. Y. publishing 
firm headed by Loesser several 
years ago, upon the invitation of 
Loesser. Loesser’s defense was 
that he composed “Slow Boat” sev- 
eral months befure meeting Over- 
man, 


'US. Disk Field Doesn't Need Gimmicks 
Brit. Maestro Finds; Air Shows Please 





RCA Veep 


Manie Sacks 


writes on the Record Biz's 


Continuing Aim to 
Build New Stars 


* * * 


on interesting editorial feature 
in the upcoming 


18th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 











HAMPTON DUE IN N.Y; 


PREPS FAR EAST HOP 


Lionel Hampton returps to New | can airers. 


> 


The U. S. platter market isn’t as 
|gimmick-minded as England be- 
lieves. That’s the opinion -of 
British bandleader Frank Chacks- 
field after a three-week disk jockey 
tour through nine key cities here. 
Chacksfield, who hit the U. S. 
deejay trail for the first time since 
he broke through with his London 
clicks, “Limelight,” “Ebb Tide’ 
and “Golden Violins,” believes that 
“good” music on wax stands a bet- 
ter chance in this country than in 
England because the people of 
Great Britain get fed more of the 
“straight” stuff via radio than we 
do here and therefore flock to the 
American-made gimmick-disks. In 
this country, however, he feels, the 
gimmicks were just a fad. 
| However. he asserts that funda- 
imentally both countries have the 
}same musical tastes. The deejays 
'in England and the U. S., he adds, 
program their shows in similar 
manner, the only difference being 
jin the informality of the Ameri- 
He points out that for 





York tomorrow ‘Thurs.) atfer a 15- | the first time jn his career, he was 


During his stay 


week concert trek through Europe. | allowed to get in front of a mike 
in Gotham, | 4nd ad lib a question-and-answer 


Hampton will prep his orch for its | Sesh ‘BBC has prepared scripts on 


first hop to the Far East. 


bases in Japan and Korea. 





Duke Ellington’s orch into Birc- 


Orch is | 
set to play in Tokyo as well as GI! 


all interviews). 

Chacksfield also was impressed 
with U. S. jocks’ awareness of the 
| contemporary musical scene. 
They're quick to spot the trends 


land, N. Y., for two weeks open- | and know how to ask pointed ques- 


‘ing tomorrow Thurs.). 
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Coin Machines 








Cuban girls doing native gyrations, | 
1 decided to go, only to find out | 
that the manager’s brother was | 


(Continued on page 58) 


Band to Be Launched 
In Unique TV Audition 





On CBS-TV’s ‘Omnibus’ | 


A new dance band, which has 
not as yet played any dates, will 
get a unique nationwide audition 
en the Ford Foundation’s “Omni- 
bus’ show on CBS-TV Sunday 
afternoon (13). New crew, to be 
known as the Band of Manhattan, 
will be featured in the video 
show's 20-minute sequence = on 
“How A Band Is Born.” 


Jimmy Abato, alto saxist, is 
maestro for the new 20-piece or- 
ganization, which has been styled 
by Will Lorin. Lorin is an ar- 
ranger who worked with Harry 
James’ crew before the war. Band | 
also features jazzman Don Elliot | 
On vibes and Mary Mayo on vocals. | 

Band has no recording pact but | 
has cut four audition sides  for.| 
selling purposes. 


Deborah Cole- | 
man and her husband, Jack Rosen- | 
berg, are managing the orch, with | 
General Artists Corp. likely to; 
handle the bookings. | 

| 
| 
\ 





Col Grabs ‘Garters’ For 
Album on Soundtrack 


Columbia Records has latched on | 
fo the soundtrack album rights to | 
the upcoming Paramount filmusi- | 
cal, “Red Garters.” Album will | 
feature Rosemary Clooney, Guy) 
Mitchell and Joanne Gilbert. Miss | 
Clooney and Mitchell, incidentally, | 
#re Col pactees. | 

“Garters” score was penned by | 
Jay Liyingston and Ray Evans, Al- 
en is skedded for February re- 
ease, 





Emil Cote’s Label 


Cote, glee club 
formed his own label, 
ecords. 

initial release features “Cote’s | 
remerg on “It's A Christmas Sea- 
SOdis « ard --byera Night” 


Emil 


nas 


maestro, | 


{ 
' 
| 
j 
| 
{ 
} 
| 
| 
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Compiled from Statistical Reports of Distribution 
Encompassing the Three Major Outlets 


Retail Sheet Music 


as Published in the Current Issue 


Retail Disks 




















be 


NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder ts 
arrived at under a statistical system comprising each of the three major sales outlets enu- 
merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive 
with Variety. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de- 
veloped from the ratio of points scored: two ways in the case of talent (disks, coin machines), 
and three ways in the case of tunes (disks, coin machines, sheet music). 


TALENT 


POSITIONS 

This Last 

Week Week ARTIST AND LABEL 

1 1 TONY BENNETT (Columbia)............. ) 


2 6 DEAN MARTIN (Capitol)...... scevewahes’ That's Amore 

3. 3 TERESA BREWER (Coral) .............-:. eon ae: _ 

4 4 EDDIE FISHER (Victor) ....... oe ee On hy Peve 

5 2 FRANK CHACKSFIELD (London) ....... Ebb Tide 

6 9 PATTI PAGE (Mercury).............-++:- Changing Partners 

7 8 AWEES BOG. CVICIOED . cscs ccccscvesce: You, You, You 

8 5 LES PAUL-MARY FORD (Capitol) ....... iss tiaits 

9 7 JULIUS LaROSA (Cadence) ............-- Eh Cumpari 

10 EARTHA KITT (Victor).... ..cccecceess: \Santa Baby 

/C’Est Si Bon 
TUNES 

POSITIONS (*ASCAP. +BMI) 
Week Week TUNE PUBLISHER 

1 1 ee Es ose b cdeseeeeceescncde Cescseeceednets Saunders 
2 7 +CHANGING PARTNERS... ....ccccccccccrwectersencecscccecs . Porgie 
3 2 0 Orr rrr rere rrr rrr Trt or? yy errs Robbins 
4 8 *THAT’S AMORE........; Paramount 
5 6 cee ne wee Chwa ee SAO ee (6eeerew eR. Sheldon 
6 s) FYOU, YOU, YOU ..... cre crcccsvcccccercccercccscceeccecenress Mellin 
7 3 ee no oc ds daWea te dawees 4s caeee wee seseseens Ardmore 
8 4 +MANY TIMES a tees a ake ie cele plane Ok Geena’ Broadcast 
9 10 *STRANGER IN PARADISE.............- Frank 
10 *HEART OF MY HEARE, | joes peace prea e ee ibe ears noes 


\R 


TUNE 
ags To Riches 
Stranger In Paradise 








tions of guest diskers, he adds. 
| . . ° 
|The radio station engineers also 


'struck Chacksfield as being hep 


to the wax field. In almost every 
station visited, engineers queried 
him on the technicalities of disk- 
making. 
Pull of Persenals 

Although he made more than 75 
guest shots during his three-week 
hop, Chacksfield pointed out that 
it doesn’t take as many personal 
appearance shots in England to 
reach the same number of dialers. 
Citing Jack Jackson's deejay show 
2s example, Chacksfield stated that 


| Jackson reaches between 9.000.000 


and 15.000.000 people in one airer. 
He's a confirmed believer in deejay 
tours in the U. S.. however. Until 
he came here. he remarked, he was 
nothing more than a name on a 
label, but now he feels that the 
jockeys know him and he'll be get- 
ting a better shake on the turn- 
tables. 


The deejay stints also help sales, 
according to Harry Kruse. Lon- 
‘Continued on page 58) 


Wakely Ankles Cap 
To Form Own Diskery 
After 7-Year Tieup 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 

Jimmy Wakely makes his debut 
as a waxworks monologist ‘this 
week with “Red Deck Of Cards.” 
his initial platter under a new in- 
die label he formed last week after 
ankling Capitol, where he has 
been under contract for seven 
years. During that period, Wakely 
sold some 7,000,000 records, best 
of which was “Slippin’ Around,” 
on which he was teamed with Mar- 
garet Whiting in 1949, which has 
sold approximately 2,000,000 
copies. 

Wakely's indie 
Lucky Records. “Cards,” the first 
release, is a narrative of the 
American POW's return from Com- 
munist prison camps through Free- 
dom Gate in Korea. A choral group 
backgrounds the narrative with 
“Rock of Ages.” 


Decca Drops 12 Ad 
Staffers in Revamp 


Decca Records dropped 12 staff- 





label is tagged 





ers from its advertising depart- 
ment last week in a move that 
reflected the completion of the 
diskery’s conversion program to 
extended-play 45 rpm _ albums. 
Laidoff personnel were temporary 
employees who were hired early 
this vear when Decca began to 


package its pop album catalog into 
EP's. 


Decca also cut two members of 


iis longhair department. Since 
most of Deccea’s longhair artists are 
currently on tour, no recordings 
are planned here until late next 
»pring. Meantime, Decea is getting 


masters from the Deutsche Gram-, 


2 ( ins . : 
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Band Reviews 








DORSEY BROS. BAND (18) 
With Gordon Poly, Lynn Roberts, 

Johnny Amoroso, Lee Castle 
Statler Hotel, N. Y. 

Singly and together, the Dorsey 
brothers, Tommy and Jimmy, have 
been beating out jazz and dance 
tempos for the past two-and-a- 
half decades. They were a part of 
the white jazz movement of the 
late ’20s, and during the '30s, when 
they split up to form their own 
bands, they were among the prime 
movers of the jazz renaissance that 
swept the band business to a pin- 
nacle not reached before or since. 

The reunion of the Dorsey 
freres earlier this year has not 
moved the band biz clock back to 
the heyday of 15 or 20 years ago, 
but it has rung the nostalgic bell. 
That’s doubly so in their current 
stand in the Hotel Statle.’s Cafe 
Rouge, a room which used to be 
one of Gotham’s jumpingest swing 
spots when it was known as the 

otel Pennsylvania. 


The merged Dorsey organization 
is back in the swing groove with 
some of the smoothest dance music 
now being Pee. Stylistically, 
Tommy and Jimmy were never too 
far apart in their conceptions and 
this crew handles both beoks with 
equal facility. In all cases, the ac- 
cent is- on precision execution of 
arrangements which are rarely too 
jazzy. This band, in fact, is slanted 
strictly for pop consumption with 
a superior brand of commercial 
music. 

Batoning chores are divided be- 
tween the brothers on a set-for-set 
basis with both occasionally join- 
ing together in some _ stanzas. 
Tommy, of course, features his re- 
laxed trombone and Jimmy, his ex- 
pressive alto sax, while each is on 
the stand. Both Dorseys maestro 
from playing posts within the band 
itself, and their solos supply the 
major part of the instrumental 
coloration. 

The band has a conventional lay- | 
out of five trumpets, three troim-)| 
bones, five reeds and three oe) 
rhythm, in addition to the Dorsey | 
instruments. The crew plays with 
a soft sweet tone when necessary 
te, evoke Tommy’s trademark of 
“sentimental gentleman of swing” 
and it hits sharply on Jimmy’s oc- 
casional jazzier numbers. Latter 
also features a Dixieland quintet 
for the real two-beat stuff. 

The band’s repertory covers the | 
full range of oldies, showtunes, | 
novelties and swing standards. The 
beat is always danceable and open- 
ing night (4) at the Statler found 
the floor packed with customer 
hoofers. Biz for the preem was 
excellent with a good representa- 
tion of publishers. With the de-| 
cline of the live plug, the pubs are 
no longer covering all of the band 
openings, but the Dorseys are’ 
among the exceptions. 

The Dorsey band also has a first-! 
rate complement of _ vocalists. 
Johnny Amoroso registers as 
slick crooner and his handling of | 
ballads is standout. Goodlooking 





} 


bright voice, while Gordon Polk 
scores on the novelties. Polk tends 
to ham up his numbers a bit too 
much but otherwise show’s a flair 
for comedy. erm, 


MERRY MEN (4) 
With Lillian Lee 
Green Gables, Phoenix 

Hayder Hendershott fronts a 
small but compact crew in this in- 
time room and generates type of 
musical showmanship that gives 
trade a lift even during the off- 
season months. 


Quartet is long on versatility to 
tackle nightly sked that calls for 
equal parts of dinner music, dance 
routines and Dixieland derivatives. 
Sidemen take demands in stride 
and double on instrumentation for 
added flexibility and showmanship 
fillip. 

Lineup has Frank Barker on the 
keyboard, Al “Skully guitar, Bill 
Carroll blowing the horn, and Hen- 
dershott on bass. It’s a keen com- 
bine. 

Arrangements run the gamut 
from the routine to off-the-cuff, 
with sight-reading given short 
shrift. Group is at its best in the 
free-wheeling jam sessions that go 
on twice a night for the late pay- 
ees, with unit being augmented by 
the Mack twins on their double 
spinets. 


Composer 


Robert Stolz 


reprises 


50 Years of the 


German Performing 
Rights Society 


* * 


one of the many editorial features 
in the upcoming 
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KENTON’S MIXED DRAW 

IN OMAHA TWOSOME 


. Omaha, Dec. 8. 

Stan Kenton and his “Festival of 
Modern Jazz” drew haif and near- 
capacity houses at the 2,000-seat 
Tech High Auditorium here Thurs- 
day (3) in a two-show setup that 
has marked about half of his 542- 
week tour. 

The package, which also includes 
Erroll Garner Trio, June Christy, 
Dizzy Gillespie, Stan Getz, Slim 
Gaillard and Candido, wound up 
its stint in Kansas City Sunday (6) 
after Friday and Saturday book- 














Lillian Lee lends effectiveness 
in the vocal department and is an 
added sight dividend that can’t be 
overlooked. Jona. 


JOCK ‘REQUEST’ AIRERS 
NIXED BY MEX GOVT. 


Laredo, Tex., Dec. 8. 


No longer can Mexican disk 
jockeys play “request records.” 
The Mexican government halted 
radio programs in which songs, 
usually on records, are dedicated to 
individuals who have requested 
them. 


The reason given was that the 
playing of requests from individ- 
uals named on programs was “a 
matter of personal communica- 
tion.” and government telegraph 
lines have a legal monopoly on 
such service. 








‘Hondo’ Tune Set For 


Sheet, Disking Issue 


“Hondo, Hondo,” western folk- | 


type ballad based on main theme 
of the score to the pic, “Hondo,” 
John Wayne WB starrer which 
opened Saturday (5) at the N. Y. 


Paramount, will be published this | 


week by Keys Music Co. Art Lund 
is to record it for Coral. 

Music is by Hugo Friedhofer and 
lyrics by Ann Ronell. Song origi- 
nally was to go along with the film 


ings at Wichita and Lawrence, 
, Kans. 

| Group didn’t miss a night during 
the tour despite the near-disastrous 
bus accident that wrecked Kenton’s 

'erew Nov. 11 on the Pennsylvania 

| Turnpike. 





Kenton 844G, Mpls. 
Minneapolis, Dec. 8. 

At $3.60 top in the 2,890-seat 
RKO-Orpheum, Stan Kenton “Car- 
‘nival of Jazz,” for two perform- 
/ances on its local one-nighter, 
grossed a good $8,500. 

Early show was light, but late 
performance found huge balcony 
completely sold out and lower floor 
well-populated. Big window sale 
helped. 








Kenton 12G, Chi 
Chicago, Dec. 8. 

“Festival of American Jazz,” 
Stan Kenton tourer, posted a neat 
$12,000 for two performances of 
a one-night stand week ago Mon- 
day..(30) at the Opera House here. 
House, scaled from $3.80 top, was 
slightly under capacity for both 
shows. 





Dallas Dixieland Reorg 
Dallas, Dec. 8. 
| Garner Clark has reorganized his 
| Dixieland band here and the group 
,;has been booked over Friday and 





On Sunday (13), the band will be | 


,at White Rock Terrace. 
| Composed of Jimmy Eastland, 


Lynn Roberts handles the femme, score, but then was omitted from Paul James Jack Norwood and 


vocal assignments with a good, 


the soundtrack. 


| Bennie Benett. 
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TEENAGE CHIRPER COPS 
WURLITZER CONTEST 


Patty Bross, 16-year-old song- 
stress from Union, N. J., copped 
the top prize in the amateur vo- 
calist contest sponsored by the Ru- 
dolph Wurlitzer Co., jukebox and 
musical “instruments manufactur- 
ers, and Frankie Laine. Miss 
Bross won a $1,000 check, with 
Laine to make the award on Ed 
Sullivan’s “Toast of the Town” 
CBS-TV show Dec. 13. Winner also 
gets a Columbia Records release, 

Miss Bross was selected from 
4,000 entries, with disk jockeys in 
40 cities submitting the top entry 
from their territory. Final winner 
was selected by a jury of trade 
paper critics. Wurlitzer plans to 
sponsor similar talent hunt con- 
tests annually. 





Tunesmith Henry Tobias headed 
for Miami Beach yesterday (Tues.) 
to take over the director of enter- 
= slot at the Atlantis Hotel 

ere. 





Coral Primin 
Hillbilly Kick 

In a bid for the country and 
western wax markets, Coral Rec- 
ords, Decca’s subsid, has now set 
up a,regular release schedule in 
this field. Bob Thiele, head of 
Coral’s artists & repertoire opera- 
tion, plans to issue three or four 
c&w disk monthly as a starter. 

Thiele plans to make regular 
treks to Nashville every three 
months for artists’ contracts in the 
field. In addition, he has named 
Johnny Thompson to head the 
Coral’s folk operation in that city, 
Thompson has been with Coral’s 
sales staff for the past 18 months 
and will continue as a divisional 
exec covering southern territories. 

At the present time, Coral’s 
c&w roster has three artists, Tommy 
Sosebee, Texas Bill Strength and 
Tabby West. Thiele is negotiating 
for additional names. 





CAPITOL 


THAT’S AMORE 
YOU’RE THE RIGHT ONE 


ST. NICHOLAS WALTZ 
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.+Disk Companies’ Best Sellers... 


ARTIST 
Dean Martin 


SW ON LOD veri Coa ee es ewe Les Paul-Mary Ford 
JOHNNY 

3. CHRISTMAS DRAGNET (PART D .......... Stan Freeberg 
CHRISTMAS DRAGNET (PART II) 

4. CHANGING PARTNERS ................ceeeeeee: Kay Starr 
IV’LL ALWAYS BE IN LOVE WITH YOU 

ee ee a a eee sek as a Ras 6 Hie ke sie eae as Pee Wee Hunt 
SAN 

COLUMBIA 

1. STRANGER IN PARADISE .........-...00-. Tony Bennett 
WHY DOES IT HAVE TO BE ME? 

ee CS 6.5 oa on 3s owen ss Dee ee O49 Tony Bennett 
HERE COMES THAT HEARTACHE AGAIN 

3. I WANT A HIPPOPOTAMUS FOR XMAS..... Gayla Peevey 
I'D GIVE MY LIFE 

Bes co aia wcrc es pete weweds Frankie Laine 
ARE MY EARS ON STRAIGHT? 

5. I SAW MOMMY KISSING SANTA CLAUS ..... Jimmy Boyd 
THUMBELINA 

CORAL 

Ie ay a A 0 ae SO Mo ne Teresa Brewer 
TOO YOUNG TO TANGO 

2. HEART OF MY HEART ............ Cornell, Dale, Desmond 
I THINK I'LL FALL IN LOVE TODAY 

me OR gee eer ree Teresa Brewer 
I GUESS IT WAS YOU ALL THE TIME 

ie WII ess odes Et Beeline comet A Johnny Desmond 
BY THE RIVER SEINE 

5. GIMME, GIMME, JOHN .....ccccccccscccccens Eydie Gorme 
FINI 

DECCA 

1. STRANGER IN PARADISE ...............c0000: Four Aces 

’ HEART OF MY HEART 

2. DOWN BY THE RIVERSIDE ........... Bing & Gary Crosby 
WHAT A LITTLE MOONLIGHT CAN DO 

B. WR CS oi 6 cc cc bc ew ee we ceseen Bing Crosby 
GOD REST YE MERRY GENTLEMEN 

4. PUT CHRIST BACK INTO CHRISTMAS ......... Red Foley 
THE GENTLE CARPENTER OF BETHLEHEM 

S We PONS BOW gos oe hs cee kha vlenecaeve Mills Bros. 
SHE WAS FIVE AND HE WAS TEN 

LONDON 

MP TT we... carn cccc ccc eeeeeevee-- Frank Chacksfield 
WALTZING BUGLE BOY 

2. WHITE CHRISTMAS ............... RAE eee Mantovani 
ADESTE FIDELIS 

SB. GEOUIUN VEOLING .....cccccdecccccces: Frank Chacksfield 
A GIRL CALLED LINDA 

ee oe eee iy 5 58 Cyril Stapleton 
THEME FROM “THE MAN BETWEEN” 

5. LITTLE BOY THAT SANTA CLAUS FORGOT... .Lita Roza 


MERCURY 

1. CHANGING PARTNERS ......................Patti Page 
WHERE DID THE SNOWMAN GO? 

i a Rusty Draper 
LONESOME SONG ‘ 

3. STRINGS OF MY HEART.......... pea aeesueeaats Gaylords 
MAMA-PAPA POLKA ; 

4. OFF hc. csse4bace 6064 0% gegen Richard Hayman 
JOEY’S THEME 

Be OR We Pie ENG. 0g oc cccsaebecseceancens Dinah Washington 
FAT DADDY 

M-G-M 

1. I FELL OUT OF A CHRISTMAS TREE .... Little Rita Faye 
THE MIRACLE OF CHRISTMAS 

2 CURISTMAS AND WOU ..... .. .coccceccumccbes: Joni James 
NINA NON 

Be BEE BOVE, WEY COVE cnc cc ccccwccsccecades Joni James 
YOU’RE FOOLING SOMEONE 

4. CHRISTMAS EVE .... Paes ew ath se SAA ad re 
WHAT ARE YOU DOING NEW YEAR'S EVE? 

5. CALLING YOU Hank Williams 


WHEN GOD COMES 
RCA VICTOR 





1, 
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EE ee ae ee 
UNTIL YOU’VE SAID GOODBYE 
ee temo Be 24k tee skews 
UNDER THE BRIDGES OF PARIS 

I CAN’T BELIEVE YOU'RE IN LOVE WITH ME. Ames Bros. 
BOOGIE-WOOGIE MAXIXE 

ro! 7. 002,00 en. « bacanetbenes sede 
PA-PAYA MAMA 
CHANGING PARTNERS 
THINK 


Eddie Fisher 
Die age gtk eg Eh Eartha Kitt 
Perry Como 


Dinah Shore 


2452066068966 8080@ 94 2 
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Drive On to Fight 
BBC Cinderella | 
Status of Bands 


London, Dec. 1. 

In endeavor to stimulate inter- 
est in dance bands and dance mu- 
sic on the BBC, a drive started 
last week, with powerful backing, 
under name of National Dance Mu- 
sic Campaign. 

Organizer is Leslie Evans, sax- 
ophone player and teacher, who 
has secured the support of the mu- 
swal instrument manufacturers’ 
association, as well as some 40 
bardleaders. The Musicians Union 
has given its blessing to any cam- 
paign designed to increase the 
smount of live musie played on 
the radio, and recording compa- 
nies are being approached for 
their support. 

Only organization so far ap- 
proached that has not agreed to 
cooperate is the Popular Music 
Section of the Music Publishers 
Assn. In view of the fact that mu- 
sic publishers have an agreement 
with the BBC that dance band pro- 
grzms must include 60% of the | 
numbers on the publishers’ plug- | 
list, they are pretty well situated | 
and obviously not anxious to be} 
drawn into controversies. 

Dance music is the Cinderella | 
of entertainment as far the BBC. 
is concerned. Dance bands are) 
confined to spots at poor listening | 
times, or to the “Music While You 
Work” cornfest, in which they | 
play non-vocals in “bright” tempo | 
non-stop. Deejay record-pro- | 
grams are also encroaching on the 
time usually allowed to live dance | 
bands, although the MU is wetch-| 
ing this position very closely and | 
has an agreement with the BBC! 
stipulating a strict maximum of | 
time allowed to records. | 

On TV, the position is even' 
worse. The only two dance bands | 
to get TV spots to themselves in | 
the last six months were Geraldo. 
and Edmundo Ros (the Latin- | 











American expert). | 





COAST COMPOSERS OKAY 
FORMATION OF GUILD 


Hollywood, Dec. 8 

First step in the formation of a 
Composers Guild of America was 
taken here when 150 screen, radio 
and television composers. unani- 
mously voted acceptance of a pre- 
liminary report by the Composers 
Guild Committee headed by Leith 
Stevens and Walter Schumann. 
Attorneys Leonard Zissu and Abe 
Marcus, who have been acting as 
legal advisors to the committee, 
flew in from N. Y. for the session 
to brief the composers on the setup 
of the Guild. 

Temporary committee will re- 
main in office to draft a constitu- 
tion and bylaws and lay plans for 
an election at which the outfit’s 
first officers will be chosen. 

Plans now are being made for 
a N. Y. meeting at which the com- 
mittee’s brief will be presented to 
eastern composers, who will be 
invited to join and make the or- 
Zanization national in scope. 


M-G-M Nabs Stewart; 
Adds Maxwell, Carroll 


M-G-M Records latched on to 
crooner Bob Stewart last week. 
Stewart stirred up some noise in 
the wax market recently with his 
Embassy Record coupling of ‘Did 
I Remember” and “Careless.” The 
Embassy masters came with the | 
Stewart M-G-M tieup. 

Label also added harpist Robert 





‘for London Records, left for Eu- 





—| RETAIL DISK BEST SELLERS |— 


‘Operation Phono’ 



































Scores In Balto 
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VaR glélal_|2lalslsl4|_l- Test; 5,000 Sales 
—s pe ge disk best Slei;cile/B8)a15 4 ie Cee 1 ie 
sellers based on re = aoieaei|e 
tained from Fee iggy 7 E 3 PS = g 2 4 § Sig| oO The Record Industry Assn. of 
11 cities and showing com- MIS Sal lciMislaselele a - T America’s “Operation Phonograpk, 
parative sales rating for this > SS els E z<|s 8 2 2 e A which was carried out in Balti- 
ead last Genk. alyieisi3iy BIS IP IS) sé] more during October, resulted in 
y\s gieia st s 4 | 4 E. ‘ the ante elose to 4g lpeniog 
sianis siniseiszi=sziS | ments. The *s aim in the cam- 
National “ & 7 | i 8 Tris om ] Oo | paign was to establish the basis 
Rating se iSiel&i e165 | Ssielgiz i for a future consumer survey to 
This Lest plsifis 3 z SilEleisis 2 anceetaie, Sins autem to ae oe 
a = ais s ership of a onograph leads to 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title z ale 5 a nIini£ 2 & z S | the pit ia Of aie. . 
: | In a report issued by John W. 
TONY BENNETT (Columbia) Griffin, RIAA exec secretary, lagt 
1 1 Rags to Riches”.................... z 1 2 1 aoe oe 2 71 | week, the diskeries were informéd 
DEAN MARTIN (Capitol) ithat betwéen 2,000 and 3,000 
2 =  * |... aeresrr ss 3 2 2-4 .47°3 3 «61 names of new phono buyers avail- 
FRANK CHACKSFIELD (London) able for interview had been ob- 
3. 2 “Ebb Tide”........... Sippemner 4 3 2 5 ; 3 50 | tained. The RIAA expects to can- 
TERESA BREWER (Coral) VaSS a sampling of the phono own- 
as i.e aes 7 8 3 9 3 5 9 33 fi cke_om their record-buying habits 
EDDIE ¢ . : TEEEA in February. 
E CALVERT (Essex) | Griffin added that there seemed 
§ 12 FF 4 2 ee a. 7 1 30 {fj\to be general agreement by all 
LES PAUL-MARY FORD (Capitol) manufacturers and wholesalers 
6 3. “Yorn Con eeee’........ rer 5 8 6 4 #7 25 who participated in the campaign 
PATTI PAGE (Mercury) that the movement of merchan- 
7A 8 “Changing Partners”................ 10 4 9 6 4 22 |, dise from wholesaler to dealer ex- 
STAN FREBERG (Capitol) , ceeded expectation, and that the 
"B.. “Christmas Dragnet”........ 4 3 4 22 costs involved were in satisfactory 
en a oo relationship to the volume of biz 
04 5 “ERC wer adence) obtained. A total of 11 manufac- 
. EE ee ee 9 2 5 8 20 turers used newspaper advertising 
ie + ced i ner ‘ % in Baltimore during the campaign. 
we ee a — a 20 Overall space cost, split between 
EDDIE FISHER (Victor) |manufacturers, wholesalers and 
11 SS I gs koa iis ou di pine, ie Sia ous 3 7 5 18 dealers. was close to $31,000. 





EARTHA KITT (Victor) 


The RIAA shelled out $3,000 to 






































12 14 “Santa Baby”........... i iar 10 m8. 9... 8 ee ee ee 
13 LT (Coral) manufacturers contributed $300 
a ea or My ea Tuc reeeerree? Cee 2 2 16 each for the newspaper ads an- 
KAY STARR (Capitol) nouncing the drive and for other 
14 A Mi Rg 4 2 WW promotional material. 
LIBERACE (Columbia) Among the manufacturers par- 
15 ie “Story of Three Loves”.............. 1 7 14 ticipating in “Operation Phono- 
TONY BENNETT (Columbia) graph” were Magnavox, Motorola, 
16... “Stranger in Paradise”.............. ——s. 2 S 
EDDIE FISHER | Victor) i aoe eee 
17A Oh, My Papa MEDIAS SSSA ESE eee 8 6 8 11 repped the RIAA as coordinator 
AMES BROS. (Victor) of the operation. 
bi ee RR OR Oe 6 ee 2. 2 11 
WINTERHALTER-RENE (Victor) 
19 .. “The Velvet Glove”... ........... 8 4 10 | BUDDY HACKETT BOWS 
FOUR ACES (Decca) i 
20 ~«.. +« “Stranger in Paradise™........ eT Sea a ee ee ae 10 9 |, AS POTENTIAL DISKER 
| 1 2 3 | 4 | 5 | Hollywood. Dec. 8. 
FIVE TOP ARTHUR GODFREY} GLENN MILLER CAN-CAN | CONCERTOS FOR CHRISTMAS i a Barmy to the initial 
Christmas with = = Broadway Cast | You CAROLS ne ¢ uady ackett. ae and 
L B U M S Arthur Godfrey anaes wena Capitol | Liberace-Weston Montovoni mae comic, will determine 
A Columbia Victor S 452 | Columbia | London Be ~ er he becomes a fixture or 
C 438 LPT 6700 EDM 452 ML 4764 | LL 913 —, gy gee dled ae 





DANCE-CONCERT SETUP 
AS BALLROOM BIZ HYPO 


The Ralph Flanagan-Buddy Mor- 
row combined dance-concert stand 
in Detroit Dec. 19 has been set for 
a network radio pickup via NBC. 
Net will carry the show between 11 
p.m. and midnight. 

Tradesters are studying b.o. ac- 
tion at the Michigan State Fair 
Coliseum, where the date is being 
held, to ascertain whether the 
dance-concert formula can_ boost 
waning ballroom biz. 

A flock of Detroit merchants as 
well as RCA Victor are on an allout 
promotion kick to hypo the engage- 
ment. The Coliseum can hold close 
to 10,000 terpsters. 





London’s Farkas to Paris 
For English Decca Meet 


Remy Van Wyck Farkas, director 
of classical artists and repertoire 


rope last week, to attend the year- 
ly meeting in Paris of a&r reps of 





Maxwell and thrush Diane Carroll 
to its roster. 
recorded for Mercury Records. 
Miss Carroll is a recent winner of 
Arthur Godfey’s “Talent Scouts” 
show, 


Cane as Paxton G. M. 


Marvin Cane moved in to the 
general manager’s spot at George 
Paxton’s music firms last week. 
Cane recently terminated his man- 
agement pact with crooner Vic Da- 
mone, 

Firms coming under 
aegis are Paxton Music, Hilltop 
Music and Winneten Music. Lat- 
ter is a newly formed Broadcast 
Music, Inc., affiliate. 





Cane’s 


Maxwell previously berry 





English Decca, London's parent 


Farkas also will combine his an- 
nual vacation with the biz trip, not 
returning to the U.S. until after 
Xmas, 


Hilliard Inks Duo 


Hollywood, Dec. 8 

First Coast talent deal made by | 
Jimmy Hilliard, a&r chief for RCA | 
Victor’s new Label X, was with | 
Earl Hagen and Herb Spencer. 
They drew a firm two-year contract | 
to compose and record their ona 
material. 

Hilliard is expected to make sev- 
eral talent deals during his stay 
here for the new Victor platter, 
slated to bow next year. 








Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending Nov. 28) 
London, Nov. 24. 


Answer Me ........ Bourne 
Mommy Kissing Santa Morris 


Poppa Piccolino . Sterling 
Swedish Rhapsody ..Connelly 
ee ee. on ses 5 Box & Cox 
TAMAONGNE wc cesses Bourne 
Vaya Con Dios ..... Maddox 
Moulin Rouge ..... Connelly 
CC ar Cinephonic 
Wish You Were Here Chappell 
Chicka Boom........ Dash 
Crying in the Chapel. . Morris 
Second 12 
CS ae Victoria 


Bridge of Sighs .....Maurice 
Look At That Girl Cinephonic 
If You Love Me..World Wide 


Flirtation Waltz ...... Bourne 
ee Aa Wright 
ZO ZOU YOU. on civeses Mellin 
NR VE eee haa a Feist 
April in Portugal... .Sterling 
Golden Tango ...... Wright 
Oe OS eS ere Robbins 
Seven Lonely Days... Feist 








Godfrey Xmas Album | 
Tops 250,000 Copies 


Arthur Godfrey is coming up. 
with the topselling holiday season 
album in his “Christmas With Ar- 
thur Godfrey and All The Little 
Godfreys” f-r Columbia Records. 
Released about six weeks ago, the 
set has already topped the 250,000 | 
marker and will likely top 500,000 
copies before the end of the year 

Album features Godfrey with 
Janette Davis, Haleloke, Frank 
Parker, Marion Marlowe, Lu Ann 


Simms, The Mariners and the Mc- , 


Guire Sisters, all of whom are on 
Godfrey's video shows. Julius La- 
Rosa, who subsequently exited the 
Godfrey troupe, is also billed on 
the album. 


| 


Chappell to Handle 3 





deal paves the way for several sub- 
sequent releases if his initial of- 
fering. “The Chinese Waiter” and 
“The Diet,’ earn ready acceptance. 

Hackett disk hits the stalls this 
week. Sides are recreaticns of two 
of his standard nitery bits. 


Missouri Stations Ban 
Cap Platters in Hassle 


Kansas City, Dec. 8. 

A runaing rhubarb developed 
here last week which resulted i 
the banning of Capitol record¢ 
from radio stations KUDL, Kansas 
City, and KOKO, Warrensburg, 
Mo. Dave Segal, owner and oper- 
ator of the stations, issued the ban 
for KUDL when Capitol allegedly 
refused to come through with rec- 
ord allotments for KOKO, which 
'goes on the air in Warrensburg 
Dec. 10. 

(Matter of station issuance of 
disks is up to the local distribs, 
Capitol execs said in N. Y.) 

KOKO has been under construc- 
tion for several months in War- 
rensburg, to be the first radio sta- 
tion there, and the seventh in the 
string of independents which Segal 
operates through Texas, the central 


CAP SKEDS HI-FI SET 
OF BG CONCERT STUFF 


Hollywood, Dec. 8 

Contract formalities are ex- 
pected to be finalized this week and 
Capitol will push plans for a “‘Se- | 
lections from Benny Goodman's 
1953 Concert” album. Sessions are 
slated for late next week and the! 
label will rush the albums—Good- | 
man’s first venture into hi-fi—out | 
around the first of the year. 

Material, of course, will dupli- 
cate much that Goodman has re- 
corded before. However, other al- 
bums were etched under actual 
concert conditions. Cap's offering 
will be as a result of special re- 
cording sessions and the label 
figures the added quality will at- 
tract even those customers who al- 
ready have much Goodmaniana. 








Pincus Tunes in Britain 


George Pincus has tied up with 
Chappell, Ltd., in London to han- 
dle three of his current U. S. tunes 
in Great Britain. Deal was set by 


Louis Dreyfus, Chappell topper south and Missouri. KOKO is a 
there. Songs in the deal are “Na- 1,000-watter day and night. It will 
tive Dancer.” “The Jones Boy” and concentrate on pop music and 


news, as KUDL, Segal said. KUDL, 
a 1,000-watt daytimer, opened in 
Kaycee last summer. 

Staff at Warrensburg will be 
headed by C. L. Parks, commercial 
manager, and Lonnie Licata, pro- 
| gram manager, who comes in from 
| KTFS, Texarkana, another of the 
Segal properties. 


“Never My Love For You.” 

Pincus, who recently set up his 
own pubbery operation, plans a | 
permanent tieup with Chappell in| 
London. 


Joni’s $11,100 in Hub 


Boston, Dec. 8. | 








Joni James’ personal appearance Decca’s 17c Divvy 
at Totem Pole Ballroom here Fri- Deccca Records’ board of direc- 
| day and Saturday (4-5) lured a to- tors declared its regularly dividend 
tal of 7,319 patrons, grossing $11,-| of 17!2c¢ per share at its meeting 
| 100. last week. 

Tickets were $2.40 a couple Fri-| Melon is payable Dec. 30 to 
day, $3.60 Saturday. ; stockholders of record Dec. 16, 
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54 VARIETY Wednesday, December 9, 1953 


FOR THE FOURTH 








_ VOTED NO.1 IN 4 CATEGORIE 


EARNING BMI ITS FOURTH CONSECUTIVE SPECIAL AWARD FROM 
CASH BOX FOR “QUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE AND ACHIEVEMENT” = { p5: 


ZX 


pw 1953 —(SONG FROM MOULIN ROUGE amy... rercy roith-retica sonders (col) | 
. YTILL E WALTZ AGAIN WITH YOU ¢vinoe... terse ore: (ors 


; ( 
1952 — CRY (metiow) ... Johnny Ray (Col.) - BE 
1951 — TENNESSEE WALTZ (Acuf--Rose) ... Patti Page (Mer.) | 


_ a 1950 — GOODNIGHT IRENE (Spencer)... The Weavers (Dec.) : 


1953—MEXICAN JOE inesion im eee: :nsom 











BES 
1952 — WILD SIDE OF LIFE (Commodore) ... Hank Thompson (Cap.) 
1951 — ON TOP OF OLD SMOKEY (Folkways) ... The Weavers (Dec.) 
= 1950—BONAPARTE’S RETREAT ‘Acuff-Rose) ... PeeWee King (Vic.) 
BEST 
FOLK 1953 —_ NO HELP WANTED (Acuff-Rose) ... The Carlisles (Mer.) 
1952 — HALF AS MUCH (hcut-rose) .... Hank williams (MGM) BE! 








1951 — COLD, COLD HEART (Acuft-Rose) ... Hank Williams (MGM) 


1950 —CHATTANOOGIE SHOE SHINE BOY (Acuff-Rose) ...Red Foley (Dec.) 


1953 — HOUND DOG (Lion) ... Willie Mae Thornton (Peacock) — 


1952 — LAWDY, MISS CLAWDY venice)... oya Price (Specialty) 
1951 — 60 MINUTE MAN (lois) ... the Dominoes (Federal) 





1950—! ALMOST LOST MY MIND (Hill & Range) ... Ivory Joe Hunter (MGM) 


BROADCAST MUSIC, INC. + 580 FIFTH AVENUE - NEW YORK 36, N.Y. 
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—_—_" 








VOR OF BMUI-LICENSED SONGS — 









BEST POP — 10 out of 27 — 39.8% of total votes 


SONG FROM MOULIN ROUGE (BMI) Percy Faith-Felicia DON'T LET THE STARS GET IN YOUR EYES (Four Star} Perry 
Sanders (Columbia) a Como (Victor) 


TILL | WALTZ AGAIN WITH YOU (Village) Teresa Brewer _—=«=TELL ME YOU'RE MINE (Capri) The Gaylords (Mercury) 
(Coral) ANNA (Hollis) Silvana Mangano (MGM) 
SAY YOU'RE MINE AGAIN (Blue River) Perry Como (Victor) 
YOUR CHEATIN’ HEART (Acuff-Rose) Joni James (MGM) 































YOU, YOU, YOU (Mellin) Ames Bros. (Victor) 








(Col) @ CRYING IN THE CHAPEL (Valley) June Valli (Victor) EH, CUMPARI (Rosarch) Julius LaRosa (Cadence) 
) 
BEST WESTERN — 7 out of 8 — 91.4% of total votes . 
; MEXICAN JOE (American) Jim Reeves (Abbott) CRYING IN THE CHAPEL (Valley) Rex Allen (Decca) 
RUB-A-DUB-DUB (Brazos Valley) Hank Thompson (Capito!) CARIBBEAN (American) Mitchell Torok (Abbott) BE ST 
: DEAR JOHN LETTER (American) Shepard & Huskey (Capitol) GAMBLER'S GUITAR (Frederick) Rusty Draper (Mercury) 
' DON'T LET THE STARS GET IN YOUR EYES (Four Star) Skeets WESTERN , 








McDonald (Capitol) / 


BEST FOLK — 10 out of 16 — 72.7% of total votes 








NO HELP WANTED (Acuff-Rose) The Carlisles (Mercury) CRYING IN THE CHAPEL (Valley) Darrell Glenn (Valley) 
YOUR CHEATIN’ HEART (Acuff-Rose) Hank Williams (MGM) JAMBALAYA (Acuff-Rose) Hank Williams (MGM) 
IT'S BEEN SO LONG (Cedarwood) Webb Pierce (Decca) | WON'T BE HOME NO MORE (Acuff-Rose) Hank Williams 


(MGM) 


HEY JOE (Tannen) Carl Smith (Columbia) 
IS ZAT YOU MYRTLE (Acuff-Rose) The Carlisles (Mercury) 


BACK STREET AFFAIR (Forrest) Webb Pierce (Decca) 


1 FORGOT MORE THAN YOU'LL EVER KNOW (Fairway) Davis 
Sisters (Victor) 


| BEST RHYTHM & BLUES — 23 out of 25 — 92.2% of total votes 


HOUND DOG (Lion). Willie Mae Thornton (Peacock) ONE SCOTCH, ONE BOURBON, ONE BEER (Aladdin) Amos 
GOOD LOVIN’ (Raleigh) Clovers (Atlantic) Milburn (Aladdin) 

SHAKE A HAND (BMI) Faye Adams & Joe Morris (Herald) RED TOP (Campbell) King Pleasure (Prestige) 

| DON'T KNOW (Republic) Willie Mabon (Chess) LET ME GO HOME, WHISKEY (Aladdin) Amos Milburn 


(Aladdin) 
i | 
CRYING IN THE CHAPEL (Valley) Orioles (Jubilee) GOING TO THE RIVER (Commodore) Fats Domino (imperial) 
THE CLOCK (Lion) Johnny Ace (Duke) 


CRAWLIN' (Progressive) Clovers (Atlantic) 
BABY DON'T DO IT (Bess) ‘‘S'' Royales (Apollo) 


| WANNA KNOW (Park Avenue) Du Droppers (Victor) 
PLE ; Fats Domino 
ras LEBYE HE (Commodore) Tots I'M GONE (Aladdin) Shirley & Lee (Aladdin) 


SOFT (Jay & Cee) Tiny Bradshaw (King) CROSS MY HEART (Fanmar) Johnny Ace (Duke) 
PLEASE LOVE ME (Modern) B. B. King (R.P.M.) WILD, WILD YOUNG MEN (Regent) Ruth Brown (Atlantic) 


HELP ME SOMEBODY (Bess) ‘'S'’ Royales (Apollo) THIRD DEGREE (Progressive) Eddie Boyd (Chess) 
'M MAD (Republic) Willie Mabon (Chess) HONEY HUSH (Progressive) Joe Turner (Atlantic) 








NEW YORK 36, N.Y. 


TORONTO MONTREAL 


BROADCAST MUSIC, INC. : 580 FIFTH AVENUE - 


NEW YORK ra lle -\el®) HOLLYWOOD 
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RCA VICTOR. 


proudly presents 


MR. JACK WEBB 





starring as Sergeant Joe Friday in ? | 4 29 2 
The Christmas Story 
exactly as it will be presented on | | .. 


Dragnet 


NBC Radio...Tuesday, December 22, 1953 
NBC.-TV..... Thursday, December 24, 1953 


sponsored by Chesterfield Cigarettes 


THE ACTUAL SOUND TRACK OF THE SHOW ON 


45 RPM and LONG PLAY 
Album EPB-3199 LPM-3199 


PX@rWA VA Tou ue):, 


“3: FIRST IN RECORDED MUSIC 





emt Na. 
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Herb Marks ‘Renews’ Copyright 


Continued from page 51 jaan ee 








Moises Simons, who had composed 
a little something called “The | 
Peanut Vendor.” I brought it back 
and my dad, E. B. Marks, saw tne | 
possibilities at once. That’s how 
the whole Latin-American craze 
started. 

One of the biggest kicks of all 
was when the Mills Bros.’ Decca 
record of “Glow-Worm” caused 
that famous standard to become 
the biggest hit in the country just 
about a year ago. Capitol had had 
a record three years before which 
never got started, despite the bril- 
liant Johnny Mercer lyrics. Mitch 
Marks, my father’s sole surviving 
brother, who’d shoot me if I told 
you what his age is, suggested mak- 
ing this a real plug tune via our 
Harry Link. Harry got Milt Gab- 
ler to cut the incomparable Mills | 
freres disk. It’s unexpected but 
gratifying when a 50-year-old song 
that Pavlova used te dance her 
memorable gavotte to, that millions 
of kids had struggled with in their | 
early piano days, and that had 
such lines in the new Mercer lyric 
as “Thou aeronautical Boll Weevil, 
Illuminate you woods primeval,” 
can get to be No. 1 on the Hit 
Parade. 

Thirteen years of swell associa- | 
tion with BMI... the only “con- | 
spiracy” that ever reached my ears 
was something about trying to 
keep George Marlo’s age a secret. | 

“A Plug Is A Pluc” 

Never will forget wilt my) 
father had said for hal? @» cen-} 
tury, “A plug is qa plug.” IS qefl- | 
nitely true now that only through 
records can hits be made. Yet I 
hate to go anywhere where there's 
an orchestra or a piano player or 
anyone else offering music with- 
out hearing Marks numbers. 

The genuine excitement in hear- 
ing our Hawaiian “Song of the Isl- | 
ands” in Norway, our “Say ‘Si Si’” 
in a Viennese wine house, and cur 
originally very Germanic “Parade 
of the Wooden Soldiers” in a typi- 
cal Mexican dance hall. Strange 
contrasts, yet one more proof of 
music’s universality. 

This universal truism applies 
also to serious music, which is the 





‘Rodgers and Larry Hart. 


| camp. 





term now used for classical o> cun- 
cert or longhair stuff. I sometimes 
wonder how fast some of our old- 
time pluggers and writers must be 
spinning in their graves if th-y 
know how energeticaliy we are 
pushing music by such composers 
as Sessions, Schoenberg, de Falla, 


Milhaud, Tcherepnin and Schuman 


(Bill, pot Bob). 


The pleasure in publishing the 
first songs of dozens of new wr.t- 
ers, but the ever-present wonder- 
ing as to how many of them, and 
which, will have these same songs 
framed on our walls 30 or 40 
years from now as are presently 
the very earliest works of Irving 
Berlin, Jerome Kern, Sigmund 
Romberg, Rodgers & Hart, and 
Arthur Schwartz. Arthur, by the 
way, is very proud of his initial 
aitty, a little something called 
“Baltimore M.D. Is the Only Doc- 
tor For Me.” 

Another of the very earliest was 
a@ museum piece called “I'd ! ike 
To Poison Ivy” by Herbert Rich- 
ard Lorenz—Herb Fields, Dick 
Back in 
the antediluvian age Larry and I 
were kids at the same summer 
I can safely say that that 
i§ the only bad lyric of his I have 
ever seen. Incidentally (and here's 


'a plug), Rodgers & Hart’s first hit, 


“Manhattan” (from “Garrick Gaie- 
ties”) has finally developed into the 
big standard I always felt it would, 
despite its extremely sophisticated 
and somewhat localized lyric. 
Boners? Plenty! Such as turn- 
ing down “Two Hearts in 34 Time” 
(I kick myself every time I hear 


it) and “Tipi-Tipi-Tin,” wrich I 
still don’t care for particularly. | Changes Made” and others that are | fully. 


Latter’s compaser, the wonderful 
Mexican lady Maria Grever, gave 
us the lovely “What A Difference 
A Day Made.” The lyrics for that 
and “some of our other good ones 
about 20 years ago were written by 
a kid named Stanley Adams, now 


president of ASCAP. I am pleased | 


to say that, despite our BMI affilia- 
tion, he and scores of other ASCAP 
writers and publishers have re- 
mained good friends of mine, prov- 
ing that, while a gay may make a 
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difference, a little thing like liv- 
ing in different performing socie- 


| ties needn't. 


Our long, close and, I might add, 


'!| profitable association with Ernesto 


Lecuona, one of the few men I 
know who can compose concert 
| pieces and real pops with equal 
| dexterity and talent. The horror 
of sitting next to him at a private 
showing of a movie for which he 
had written a beautiful score. The 
film, which shall be nameless at 


ful—in fact, a perfect example of 
what a Hollywood musical should 
not be but ofen is. The thrill, on 
| the other hand, of sitting next to 
| that fabulouy singer, dancer, song- 
| writer anc all-around gentleman, 
| Joe Howard, when his great film 
|“I Wonder Who's Kissing Her 
| Now” was previewed a few years 
ij ago. Joe’s new wife, ‘his ninth by 
| most counts, is a lovely gal and 





| parade. 
Latunes and Jaz 
The wonderfully appreciated 


lack of difficulty I experienced last 


| the renewal copyrights of our big- 
| gest Cuban hits. I don’t remember 
ever having been more pleased 
| than when Dr. Gonzalo Roig, con- 
| ductor, musicologist and composer 
| Of, among many other’ works, 


“Yours,” turned down most polite- | 


|ly my offer of an advance for the 
| renewal period, saying that he felt 
|our firm had done so much for 
| Latin-American music that he 
wouldn't dream of such a thing. 

Watching jazz develop from the 
| experimental but lasting efforts of 
| Red Nichols, Bix Beiderbicke and 
other pioneers to an important art 
form today. We have been lucky 
| in having in our catalog such ever- 
| greens as “Jazz Me Blues,” “Ballin’ 
{the Jack,” “Original Dixieland 
| One-Step,” “There'll Be Some 
; constantly given new interpreta- 
| tions. 
| Gringo Latinos 
| Getting a laugh when I hear cer- 
tain of our songs played like fury 
|}in the Latin countries, as for in- 
stance “Poinciana” and “Miami 
Beach Rumba,” composed by such 
Latinos as Nat Simon and Irving 
Fields. 

Watching “Ida Sweet as Apple 
Cider” pass from one Eddie to the 
| other—Leonard to Cantor. 
| The enormous satisfaction of 
watching the greatest success we 
have ever published grow year by 
year—Lecuona’s “Malaguena.” Our 
| opening dealings with the maestro 
_ were for some of his more popular 


' songs and it wasn’t until I heard | 


George Copeland play “Malagu- 
/ ena” at a ship’s concert on the way 
to Europe about 24 years ago that 
_I felt its full impact. Copejand 
had to play it three times. 

I promised not to become senti- 
mental but just allow me to say 
| as quickly as possible that, just as 
his painting hangs over my desk, 
| So does the memory of my father 
play an important part in almost 
everything I do. His first book 
“They All Sang” has become the 
| bible of the music business. You 


probably recall how happy he was | 


at our 50th anniversary nearly 10 
years ago. He was getting on to 


| 80, but took personal charge of | 
the whole affair, which was a/|f 


| three-day cocktail party, exhibi- 
_tion of old show business mate- 
, rial, playbills, title page and photo- 


| Or around the fringes of Tin Pan 
| Alley. 
| February and you're invited now. 
E. B. will be there in spirit you 
can bet. 
| In closing, I want to quote a 
| line that I am fond of using when- 
| ever anybody is a little conde- 
, scending about the music business. 
It’s Noel Coward’s and I think 
;from “Private Lives.” He says, 
| “It’s funny how potent cheap popu- 
|lar music can be.” To this, I 
_ would like to add merely who is 
|going to decide whether it’s 
| “cheap” or not? 
| 
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this point, was anything but beauti- 


graphs and, finally, a great get-| 
| together for almost everybody in | 


We're having our 60th in| 


Phenomenal click of “Oh! My 


“Schwartze Hecht” (Black Fish”). 
duced in Hamburg, Germany, thi 


in both the film and the legit mus 


(Swiss) original. 





| way,” although the verse has bee 
| lished version. 


*cetie, 


Inside Stuff—Music 


Pa-Pa” (“O Mein Papa”), by Pay| 


Burkhard who wrote the original words (German) and music, again 
points up a now familiar music biz adage about “not keeping a goog 
song down.” This 1953-54 hit dates back to a 1948 and 1950 copyright 
by the Musikverlag & Buhenvertrieb, Zurich, AG, of Zurich, Switzer. 
land, first produced before 1950 in Zurich in a musical entitleg 


It was a static show until repro. 
s past September as “Feuerwerke” 


(“Fireworks”), when “Mein Papa” really stepped out. 
There was a delay because the original Swiss publisher had sold the 
picture rights meantime and he needed the rights to the English lyric 


ical, which is why the John Turner. 


Geoffrey Parsons lyric is almost literally a translation of the German 
It has to do with the daughter of a circus clown who 
recalls her departed pere, with his painted face, broad red lips, and 
his perennial smile despite a breaking heart—the “Pagliacci” theme. 
The American version, as Shapiro-Bernstein publishes it, and Eddie 
Fisher chirps it, makes mention of “always the clown, so funny in his 


n omitted from the American pub. 


1 " d| Elliott Shapiro, of S-B, signed the contracts for the U. S., Canada and 
|right at the top of his marital hit Newfoundland rights with Armin Robinson, as representative of the 


| Swiss copyright owner of the world 


rights. Robinson was formerly of A}- 


| robi Music, a subsid of Alberti, a dominant German music publishing 
| house before the Nazi ascension. Alberti fled the Nazis and died in the 
¢ | South of France of what is reputed to be a broken heart, because his 
_winter in Havana when I secured | years of building his publishing empire had been summarily wiped out 


by the Nazi, aggression. 


| Brit. Maestro 
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|don topper here. In almost every 
| city visited by Chacksfield, sales on 
i|his disks showed an_ increase. 
Kruse figures that the three-week 
trek will account for an additional 
200,000 disk sales. 

In a sum-up of the current pop 
trends, Chacksfield believes that 
one can’t afford to overlook any 
tune that’s presented, whether by 
|a pro or an amateur. He says that 
|he gets about 50 amateur submis- 
| sions weekly and ‘eyes all care- 
No one knows where the 
|!next hit will come from, he says. 
| His rep for scanning new songs pre- 
jceding him here. A _ waiter at 
'Cavanagh’s Restaurant, N. Y., 
nabbed him during his first days 
in the U. S. with “I just happened 
to have a song in my pocket.” Af- 
ter Chacksfield turned it down, the 
waiter’s clincher was, “I’m sorry, 
I didn’t bring my best tunes with 
me.” 

Chacksfield planed back to Eng- 
land last week. He was accomped 
on the deejay tour by Walt 
McGuire, London's publicity top- 
per. They hit New York, Chicago, 
Cleveland, Cincinnati, Minneap- 
olis, Detroit, Philadephia, Boston 
and Pittsburgh. 


BIEM 


Continued .rom page 49 























before 1909 are mechanically free, 
but Col conceded payment on 
works written after 1909 but before 
the date of U.S. copyright conven- 
tions with foreign countries, in 
some cases as late as 1917. 


The BIEM pact also calls for a 
royalty payment of “4c per minute 
on protected works waxed on long- 
play disks. Minimum is 2c per 
work. The term of the pact was set 
at two years after Col could not 
come to any agreement on a pro- 
vision which would give the disk- 
ery unilateral cancellation rights. 

The proposed deal also would 
remove the barriers set up against 
the export of matrices from 
France. This ban has been in effect 
| for the last couple of years while 
the U.S. diskeries were trying to 
{reach an agreement with BIEM. 
The recent naming of Fox as BIEM 
rep paved the way for a quick set- 
tlement of all outstanding differ- 
ences. 


Kaycee Orch Assoc. Mor. 


Kansas City, Dec. 8. 

Walter Fritschy, vet impresario 
who has been associate manager 
of the Kansas City Philharmonic 
Assn, the past 10 months, resigned 
last week. He took the post last 
February, after conducting his own 
concert series for a number of 
years. 

The merger which brought Frit- 
schy into the Philharmonic fold 
gave the orchestra the opportunity 
to return to Tuesday-Wednesday 
night twin concerts, which it had 
done in seasons earlier. Fritschy 
had conducted his series in the 
Music Hall on Tuesday nights. In 
the 1952-53 season the Philhar- 
‘monic went on a Thursday-Satur- 
day basis, but found it unsatis- 
factory. 


Fritschy said he may keep a 
| hand in by bringing in ‘a single at- 
| traction now and then, but he will 
not return to the game on a series 
| basis. 
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On The 





Upbeat 








New York 


Betty Madigan currently at the 
Boulevard, Queens. Thrush re- 
turned from a Metro screentest on 
the Coast last week .. . Patti Page 
currently at the Clover Club, 
Miami . . Georgia Gibbs opens 
at the El Rancho Vegas, Las Vegas 
today (Wed.) for three weeks... 
Bob McCiuskey, RCA Victor coun- 
try & western merchandise man- 
ager, out on a two-week promo- 
tion tour with Eddy Arnold... 
Al Martino opened at the Carousel 
Club, Pittsburgh, Monday (7)... 
Sauter-Finegan orch plays a con- 
cert date at Eastman Aud., Roch- 
ester, tonignt (Wed). Following 
night, orch plays another concert 
at Knottingman H. S. Aud, Syra- 
cuse. ° 
Lloyd Trotman, former Johnny 
Hodges orch sideman, pacted to 
Tuxedo Records . . . Ruth Casey, 
Decca Records thrush, opens at 
Blinstrub’s, Boston, Dec. 28 .. . 
Seena Starr (Chappell Music) and 
Janie Cans (Nat Tannen Music) 
accepted into the Music Publishers 
Contact Employees Union. 


London 
French bandleader Bernard 
Hilda here to fix 10 British musi- 
cians for Anglo-French combo to 
lay Monte Carlo, Rome, Spain, 
rance and Switzerland plus 
London, if Musicians Union 
agrees Frank Hagley, man- 
aging director of the London 
Palladium is resigning due to 
ill health Ivey Benson, lead- 
er of her own all-girl combo, in 
projected exchange deal with bands 


—— 521,139 -— 
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from Belgium, France, Sweden and 
Holland ... Variety pianist Wini- 
| fred Atwell has offer from Austra- 
\lia and New Zéaland . . .Mantovani 
'taking his orch for 10-day tour of 
Germany, commencing Dec. 26... 
'Despite the fact that Frankie 
|Lane’s Philips record of “Answer 
| Me” is banned from broadcast over 
| BBC, it still remains as No. 1 in 
| the list of best-selling disks in 
| Britain. Mantovani’s ‘Swedish 
| Rhapsody” is runnerup. 


Hollywood 


| 

| Walter Scharf notified that his 
| “israeli Suite,” which he presented 
| to the government of Israel some 
| time ago, has been recorded by the 
| Israel National Symphony... Les 
| Baxter gets a flat $5,000 for playing 
the New Year's Eve dance of the 
ome & Construction Trades 
|Council in Denver . . . Milt Nor- 
man, former guitarist with Ray 
Anthony, now playing at Fat 
Eddie’s in Inglewood . . . Claude 
|Gordon, longtime first trumpeter 
| with Lud Gluskin, formed his own 
forch and debuts on wax with 
i “Carnival in Venice” for the indie 
Alma Label . . . Davey Pell named 
a&r man for Trend Records, Coast 
label . . . Freddy Martin prepping 
'a new RCA Victor recording ses- 
| sion Frank DeVol and his 
{orchestra signed for one-nighters 
|} at the Jonathan Club Saturday (12) 
|} and at the Huntington Hotel, Pasa- 
|dena, Dec. 26 . Yma Sumac 
|looking for guys who beat the 
|drums and double on the flute for 
| her upcoming U.S. and European 
‘tour... Ray Austin put together 
|a 22-piece band to back Joe Gau- 








dio’s platter debut on Crystal. 
Gaudio is the L.A. Rams’ an- 
nouncer ... Palladium cancelled 


its usual NBC wire this Thursday 
night (10) because Benny Strong 
will be playing for a private party 
of CBS employees. Terpery is. in 
the midst of its annual Yuletide 
Private party season, with Harry 
James due in Dec. 26 to resume 
the regular dance schedule 
Trumpeter Maynard Ferguson 
playing background horn in “White 
Christmas” at Paramount. 


Pittsburgh 

Howdy Webb, organist. has left 
Weigand’s Lounge after a run of 
six years ... Jimmy Spaniel band 
set for numbef of weekend dance 
dates at Penn State College . 
Wally Gingers' orch 


Ballroom in New York. Gingers 


entertainment and has set Penny 
Parker, singing pianist, for a few 
weeks ... Mariners’ return 
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Terrace for weekend of 


Vogue 
Jan, 22-23 .., Frank Macquown 
playing organ at new Regency 
located in Bill Green’s 
Shopping Center . , . Marlene Med- 
rich, who sings and plays the 
piano, has joined Artie Arnell 
band, replacing Cathy Kiser, retir- 
ing to domestic life . . . Concert 
package starring Duke Ellington, 
Billy Eckstine, Louis Armstrong 
and Billie Holiday, set for Syria 
Mosque Jan. 22... George Perna, 
former vocalist with Al Rinaldi, 
has signed with a new Steuben- 
ville, O., combo, the Esquires... 
Siboney Quintet goes into the Co- 
lonial Manor Friday (11) for a 
week ... Wally Griffin booked for 
Monte Carlo Dec. 9-19 . . Del 
Monaco Quartet goes back into the 
Blue Moon for another run around 
the holidays .. . Jimmy Rice and his 
Trio have checked into Tommy | 
Carlyn’s Club for an_ indefinite 
stay . Jack Mahony Quartet 
opened a run Monday (7) at the 
Italian Villa and plays Beta Theta 
Pi fraternity dance at Carnegie 
Tech on Jan. 16. 


Houston 


Charlie Fisk and his band open- 
ed an engagement Thursday (3) at 
the Rice Hotel Empire Room. They 
followed Don Reid and his band 
into the spot . . . Bill Cooper and 
his band open Dec. 18 in the Mural 
Room, Baker Hotel, Dallas. Ted 





Lewis and his revue are currently 
making a stand at the Mural Room, 
closing Dec. 12... Teddy Phillips 
and his band in the area for a 
series of one-nighters . Stan 
Kenton and his band scheduled for 
a one-nighter in San Antonio at the 
Bexar County Coliseum latter part 
of January ... Henry Brandon and 
his band have opened an engage- 
ment Thursday (3) at the Anacacho 
Room, St. Anthony Hotel, San An- | 
tonio. He will continue until after | 
New Year’s Day ... Bobby | 





terow and his band played for the 
Press Club’s Christmas dance Nov. | 
7 at the Pine Forest Country Club, | 
here. 


Scotland 


Anne Shelton headlining at the 
Empire, Glasgow, with Hal Cham- 
bers handling the ivories ... Syd- | 
ney MacEwan, Scot priest and pro- 


| fessional singer, waxing “A Prayer 


{to Our Lady” 


} 
| 


| 


' 


goes back there for another run 
in February or March... Jack-| 
town Hotel now going in 


for | 


| 


to | are 


\ 


i 
| 


and “The Prayer 
Perfect” . .. Geraldo orch, inked | 
for Christmas revue Dec. 18 to 
Jan. 23 at Lyceum, Edinburgh, 
likely to be lensed for new British 
pic during 1954... Robert Wilson, | 
w.k. Scot tenor, planed to London 
to wax new song, ‘Marching | 
Through the Heather.” and ‘“Cot- 


. + +!tage by the Lee,” latter an Irish 
one-nights | ballad. 

Saturday (12) at West View Park, | 
following engagement at Roseland | 














Hoagy Sues 


aaa Continued from page 49 


newed by Mills. These numbers | 
“Bone Yard Shuffle,” “Wash- | 
board Blues” and “River Boat | 
Shuffle.” | 
Among the other tunes involved 
in the action are “What Kind of 
Man Is You?” “Teil Me That You | 














Love Me,” “In the Still of the 
| Night,” “Manhattan Rag,” “One | 


Morning in May,” “High and Dry,” 
“South Breeze,” “My Sweet,” | 
“Harvey” and “March of the Hood- | 


'lums.” i 


| Mantovani’s 


Arthur Godfrey’s Mom’s 
March Preemed by Kosty 


Toronto, Dec. 8. 


Planing here from New York, 
Mrs. Kathryn Godfrey, 78-year- 
oid mother of Arthur Godfrey, last 
week heard the premiere perform- 
ance of her “Marine Boys’ March” 
when this was played by the To- 
ronto Symphony (98 men), guest- 
conducted by Andre Kostelanetz 
in Massey Hall. On completion of 
the three-minute composition, Mrs. 


Godfrey took a spotlighted bow | 


from the first balcony to ovation 
ot the 2,300 capacity audience. Into 
a mjke proffered by a red-coated 
usher, she said: “It was wonderful 
to hear my work played by such 
a great orchestra and under the 
baton of such a distinguished con- 
ductor.” March was an unsched- 
uled encore, not on the program, 
and hence a surpise to everyone. 


Backstage, Kostelanetz said this 
was the first of several submitted 
marches from Mrs. Godfrey he had 
accepted. On military tempo, “The 
Marine Boys’ March” is staunch in 
the Sousa style and hefty on toe- 
tapping tempo and _ percussion. 
Mrs. Godfrey said later that she 
had never appeared on television 
and that “one in the family is 
enough.” Among the many flower 
presentations were bouquets from 
son Arthur and her daughter, Mrs. 


| Katherine Ripley. 
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astrous, snowballing effect. He 
states that after the “Partners” 
heat subsides, the deejays and deal- 
ers will be looking for other deals 
and prize lures with the next re- 
lease. 


The jocks, sensing the heated 
diskery competish, have been poll- 
ing their listeners as to which plat- 
ter they prefer. In the first 40 min- 
utes of Ed McKenzie’s poll last 
week on WXYZ, Detroit, 282 votes 
were phoned in. Miss Starr led 
with 137, Miss Page followed with 
107, and Miss Shore trailed with 
38. Miss Starr also paced the field 
in polls conducted by Emerson 


Kimball (WSPD, Toledo) and Bill | 


Randle (WERE, Cleveland). Miss 
Page nosed out Miss Starr in How- 
ard Malcom’s poll on WONE, Day- 
ton. 

Meantime, Porgie Music, “Part- 
ners” publisher, is sitting in an 
enviable, unusual position. The 
diskery battle marks one of the 
few times that three platteries 
have gone all out on the same 


song. Tune jumped into the sheet | 


sale hit lists in its first week on 
the market and orders are continu- 
ing to come in at a hefty rate. 





‘Answer’ Scot Bestseller 
Glasgow, Dec. 8. 


“Answer Me,” waxed by Frankie 
Laine and David Whitfield, tops the | 
| list of bestselling disks here, with 
“Swedish Rhapsody” | 
| 


a close runnerup. 

Others well in the lead are Guy 
Mitchell’s “‘Chick-a-Boom,” ‘‘Kiss” 
(Dean Martin), “Vaya Con Dios” 
(Les Paul, Mary Ford) and “I Saw 
Momma _ Kissing Santa Claus” 
(Jimmy Boyd). 
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Hanover Musie Corp. 


Michael H. Goldsen. Ine. 
LENNIE HODES, Gen. Mgr., 1270 6th Ave., N. Y. 


CHAMP BUTLER, PERCY FAITH. .(COLUMBIA) 





Criterion Musie Corp. 


MICHAEL H. GOLDSEN, Pres., 1491 No. Vine, Hollywood 


Carnegie Test For 


Latino Package 


Carnegie Hall, N. Y., is going 
| Latin. A south-of-the-border pack- 
| age has been booked there for a 
|one-nite stand Feb. 20. Package 
will be tabbed ‘‘Mambo Concerto,” 
and will feature a flock of Latino 


| headliners, along with a 40-piece 





|orch under the direction of Gil- 
berto Valdes. The Carnegie Hall 
bash will tee off a 25-city tour cur- 
rently being lined up. 

Among the chile performers set 
for the bill are Tito Puente, Tito 
Rodrigues, Noro Morales, Joe Loco, 
Machito, Perla Marini; Frank Da- 
miron, Candido, Facundo Rivera 
Quintet, Jose Curbello and Sylvia 
& Chapeauseaux. Nitery op Irving 
Schacht is lining up the package. 
William Raidy is producing. 


MPCE, Sheldon Plugger 
Tiff to a Head This Week 


| Hassle between the Music Pub- 
| lishers Contact Employees Union 


| and Sheldon Music over pubbery’s 
| hiring of non-union pluggers will 
| come to a head this week if Shel- 


| don fails to enlist the contactmen 
| in MPCE. Union has threatened to 
| place the firm on the unfair list 
| and pull out its two MPCE plug- 
| gers. 








Rhubarb developed last month 
'when Sheldon instituted a new 
| plugging policy of hiring college 
| undergrads around the country to 
| promote its tunes with deejays, 
| jukebox operators and dealers. 
| Sheldon launched its new plugging 
| pattern with 12 collegians. 


| 
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| 
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A Solid Hit! 

















ATTENTION 
BANDLEADERS!! 


An opportunity to get a “WHITE” 
bus that will carry 18 and sleep 4. 
Original cost $45,000. Motor and 
all equip. in A-1 condition. Has 
CARRIER air cond. unit, shower, 
kitchen, hot water heater, toilet and 
full living area. $6000. full price. 
cash. Daily Variety, Box 405, 
6311 Yucca St., Hollywood, Calif. 
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OFFICE OF SEN. PAT McCARRAN 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 





[= ss | | 


Senator Pat McCarran made the following statement today: 


| am much concerned about the fact that the Copyright Act of 1909 contains a clause 

. that has grown inequitable over the years. This clause is the exemption which permits operators 
of coin-operated music machines—so-called juke boxes—to perform copyrighted musical works for 
profit without the consent of the copyright proprietor and without any compensation to him. 


| During the 82nd Congress, the late Mr. Bryson introduced in the House a bill to repeal 
. | this exemption, and to fix a fee compensating composers for the use of their music by juke box 
: | operators. A similar bill was introduced in the Senate by Mr. Kefauver. 


| | Extensive hearings on this measure were held before a House Subcommittee of the Com- 

. am mittee on the Judiciary. Ample opportunity was given for all segments of the music industry to 

} testify concerning the merits of the proposed legislation. As a result of this extensive testimony, 

} the Congress had an opportunity to examine at some length both the basic principles and the 
economics involved. 


| In my view, two factors weighed against favorable action on this amendment during the 
last Congress. One was the fact that at that time operators of music machines were under regulation 
by the Office of Price Stabilization, which fixed the price of play for their machines and thus allowed 
7 them little latitude for adjustment. Another factor was the phrasing of the measure itself, which con- 
tained a provision for a statutory fee. 


After studying the organization and economics of this industry, which did not exist in- 

1909, | came to the conclusion that there is no reason why juke box operators should any longer 
receive special treatment. Consequently, | introduced S. 1106 in the first session of the present Con- 
gress. This measure would have the practical effect of placing juke boxes on the same basis as other 
commercial users of music (radio, television, hotels, restaurants and the like) insofar as public per- 
formance for profit is concerned, allowing these users to determine their fees by negotiation with 
the copyright proprietor or his agent. At the same time, the proposed legislation would continue to 
exempt the bona-fide owner of a single juke box. 


The principle has been well established, both by the Congress and the Supreme Court, 
that composers and authors are entitled to just compensation for the use of their copyrighted 
compositions in public performance for profit. As each new means of communication of music to 
the public developed—radio, electronic recordings, television, and the like—it was recognized that 
commercial users of music should compensate the creator for the profitable use of his music. Although 
there may have been a reason a generation ago for exempting a then negligible portion of the 
music-playing industry from its business obligations, there is no longer, in my opinion, any further 
equitable, legal or economic reason for doing so, especially in view of the emergence of the juke 
box industry as a full-fledged business enjoying a substantial return from the public performance of 
copyrighted music. 





As to the fixing of a statutory fee, my firm belief is that under our American system it is 
always better for industry to negotiate its own agreements, subject only to general principles of 
law and-fair practice, rather than be regulated in its every action by a governmental body. 











| urge all segments of the music industry interested in this matter to meet and reconcile any 
differences of opinion among themselves, in order to agree on legislation which will be fair to all. 
Meanwhile, | intend to press vigorously for enactment of S. 1106 in the forthcoming session of the 











‘83rd Congress. 





* * * * 


Public n of this ennouncement pod for by the 


COMPOSERS’ AND AUTHORS’ COPYRIGHT COMMITTEE 


[ NOTE: Underscoring in Sen. McCarran’s statement reprinted above is ours. ] 
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AGVA, AFM Showdown Due on Talent, 


With Blowoff Seen in New England 


Showdown between the Ameri-¢ 
can Guild of Variety Artists and 
the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians is exnected to come shortly | 
after Jan. 4, when hostilities are’ 
expected to start in the New Eng- 
land area. Starting at that time, 
AFM musicizns in Boston will re- | 
fuse to play for AGVA acts. Pat- 
tern in the Hub will provide a test 
for naiional warfare between both 
unions. 

Neither AGVA nor AFM are re- 
vealing any strategy in the method 
of fighting. AFM prexy James C. 
Petrillo is reported fighting mad 
at the actors’ union, which charged 
that Petriilo hed violated the 1951 
agreement between the unions 
which cefined the jurisdictions of 


both. Petrillo is reported to be 
riled at AGVA because it’s the 
AFM chiefiain’s boast that. he 


never knowingly violated an agree- 
ment in his entire life, and AGVA’s 
charge, it’s learned, hurt him 
deeply. 

Meanwhile, both unions are 
strengthening basic argument. It’s 
the contention of AGVA that any 
performer in a ftoorshow or a 
variety siase should be an AGVA 
member. Thus, should the union 
stick to that argument, it would 
claim all instrumental acts, or 
turns that use a musical instru- 
ment during any portion of their 
turn. Union feels that as long as 
this type of musical turn displaces 
an AGVA member, it should be- 
leng to AGVA. 

On the oiher hand, Petrillo’s 
union feels that orce a member of 
the AFM, a musician need belong 
to no other union in order to work- 
in any capacity in the musical field. 
Thus. a musician could be an 
emcee. pertormer, comedian or 
have any tyve of act without be- 
longing to AGVA. The American 
Federation of Teicvision and Radio 


(Continued on page 63) 
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DAVID L. SHAPIRO 
1778 Broadway 
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COMEDY MATERIAL 
For All Branches of Thetricals 


FUN-MASTER 


THE 0.21. iNAL SHOV/-BIZ GAG FILE 
(The Service of the STARS: 
First 13 files $5.00—A!i 35 Issves $293 
Singly: $1.05 E-ch IN SEQUENCE ONLY 
Beginning with No. 1—WNo Skipping: 
@ 3 Bks. PARODIES per book $10 @ 
@ MINSTREL BUDGET $25 @ 
@ 4 BLACKOUT BXKS., ea. bk. $25 @ 
@ BLUE BOOK ‘Gags for Stags) $50 @ 
HOW TO MASTER rue CEREMONIES 


$3.0 
GIANT CLASSIFIED ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF GAGS, $200. Worth over a thousand 


No C.0.D.’s 
BILLY GLASON 
200 W 54th S¥.. New York 19—Dept V 
Circle 7-1136 
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presents 





American Rep.: WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
TAVEL MAROUANI AGENCY PARIS 
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New Group Gets Control 
Of Hawaii Act Showcase 


Honolulu, Dee. 8. | 

Fred Matsuo has sold controlling 
interest in the Waikiki Lau Yee. 
Chai cafe to William Mau & Asso- 
cistes. | 
It's understood that Matsuo, who 
will devote full time to theatrical 
promotions un- 


der the F.M. Productions banner, | 
received over $100,000 for his | 
controlling interest in Tropical En- | 
terprises, Ltd. 
William Mau, real esiate invest: | 
ment broker, becomes executive | 
vice president, treasurer and gen- | 
eneral manager of the Lau Yee | 
Chai operation. Henry B. Mau, a | 
tex consultant, continues as as- | 
sistent general manager. Dr. Kat- | 
sumi Kometani is president of 
Tropical Enterprises. 
Lau Yee Chai is main Hawaii 
showease for Mainland combos and 
acts, and has emerged as one of 
the real moneymaking spots. It’s 
presumed that Matsuo’s profit for- 
mula will continue unchanged. 


Tooters Hold Of 
Hub Taient Nix 


Boston, Dec. 8. 

Following meeting between lo- 
cal nitery operators and musico 
toppers here Sunday afternoon (6). 
action on an edict resiraining toot- 
ers from showbacking un‘on acis, 
slated to begin Dec. 7, was post- 
poned until Jan. 4. Decision was 
result of operators’ beef that acts 
had alreacy been booked, and 
v holesale cancellations would 
cause serious confusion and possi- 
bie litigation. Local musicians’ 
proposal to issue temporary work 
cards to acts playing here was also 
termed unworkable; a:ithough sev- 
eral performers were reportedly 

frreeable to the setup. 

With jiocal nitery operators re- 
centiy huddling in attempt to re- 
tute AGVA’s claim that they be 
classed as employers, and there- 
fore responsible for performers 
social security. etc.. bonifaces are 





anxious to have the entire hassle 
c.arified. although a majority are 
f the opinion it should be on a 
national scale rather than local. 
Feeling among operators is that 
thev ll string along with the musi- 
cians. figuring that James C. 
Peirillo’s entrance into the hassle 


snould hypo the action, ultimately 
resoiving itself to their advantage. 
AGVA prexy Jackie Bright and’ 
national troubleshooter Larry Rio 
will come up from New York to the 
Hub to address a special member- 
ship meeting to be called in the af- 
ternoon. In the evening, they'll. 
confer with nitery operators. 


RAY INTO N.Y’S LA VIE: 
LAROSA DUE XMAS NITE 


Johnnie Ray has been signed for 
La Vie en Rose, N. Y., starting 
Monday (14), succeeding Nat'| 
(King) Cole, who remained at that 
spot an extra week. Boniface 
Monte Proser had to make ar- 
rangements with the Casino Royal, 
Washington, where Cole was 
slated to go for that week. Proser 
helled out to the D, C. spot the 
costs of advertising plus an un- 
stipulated sum to permit Cole to 
remain at La Vie for the extra 
time, 

Ray will close Dec. 23, and Jul- 
ius LaRosa is scheduled to open 
Christmas night. Negotiations are 
still under way to have Marshall 
& Farrell open Xmas eve and re-} 
main on the bill with LaRosa. 
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ALLAN: ASHTON 


“ACES IN TERPING" 


Opening December 9% 
3rd Return Engagement 


Direction: MCA 
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SARRY 


ety, Nov. 25 


VEGAS 











Author-Comedian 


Joe Laurie, Jr. 
nostaigically recalls | 


Blackface Acts 


(en interesting chapter from his 
bestseller “Vaudeville: Honky- 
Tonks te the Palace” | 


* . * | 


| 


a bright byline piece in the 
upcoming 
48th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 








Waiters Delays 


'New York has been without news- 


} ‘Tues.). 


‘years by Bob Corson and 





Preem; Needs 
Newspaper Aid 


Ii’s no use having a premiere 





|unless it can be advertised and, 


publicized, according to Lou Wal- 


‘ters, operator of the Latin Quar- | 
iter, N.Y., 
| postpone the preem of his new 


who has stated that he'll | 


show until he can have at least two 
days of advertising to send it off. 


papers for more than a week be- | 
cause of the engravers’ strike | 
which was settled yesterday | 


Debut of new layout was slated 
for tomorrow (Thurs.): He states) 
that the preem, to mean anything 
in the way of business, has to get a 
good sendoff. He needs every facet | 
of the campaigns he has been put- | 
ting on for these past few years. 
He feels that the ads are as im-! 
portant as the reviews and pre-} 
opening publicity, and it would be! 
difficult to get the full value of; 
the preem without his usual cam-} 
paign. i 

According to boniface Walters, 
the newspaper strike didn’t hurt | 
his business. However, it’s con- 
ceded that Walters, having the only 
major nitery on the Stem, wouldnt 
be hit as hard as other night- 
clubs 

Oiher bonifaces felt that the cur- 
rent slump was a combination of 
pre-Christmas dip and lack ot 
newspaper ads and publicity to 
mainiain interest. In either case. 
there was a letdown in the nitery 
field attributed to the combination 
of both factors. 


Ciro’s in Philly 
Calls It a Night 


Philadelphia, De 

Ciro’s. two-floor midtown spot. 
padlocked the doors Saturday night 
(5) after the midnight closing, fol- 
lowing a week of difficulties that 
had resulted in the appointment of 
receivers. 

The former Frank Palumbo op- 
eration had been run the last five 
Dave 
Cohen, trading as Stard Corp. At 





'start of the season, an attempt to 


take in a partner and interest fresh 
coin failed, and in mid-November 
Corson and Cohen pulled out in a 
sale to a group headed by Martin 


; Romm., 


Romm went. before Federal 
Judge Thomas J. Clary on behalf 
of Stard Corp., seeking an arrange- 
ment under Chapter 11, of the 
Chandler “.ct, asking creditors to 
accept 10°% on the dollar. Judge 
Clary appointed attorney Julian E. 
Goldberg and William D. Teefy as 
receivers to operate the business 
while settlement was sought. 

Teefy and Goldberg removed 
Romm as manager and _ installed | 
Arnold Orsatti, Philadelphia and 
seashore cafe man, to run spot. Or 
satti judged the situation hopeless | 
after two days. The help was paid 
off Saturday night and the place 
closed. The receivers, Orsatti said, | 
would probably try to find a pur- 
chaser for the place. The club was | 
saddled with between $80,000 and 


| $90,000 in debts, including $20,000 


i,. taxes owed the Government, Or- 
satti stated. 





Martha Daniels, estranged wife 


| of singer Billy Daniels, goes into 
|} the Copacabana, Pittsburgh, Dec. 


bei titi: fitiTiitititi i i? cous 


| Beach, N. Y., next summer. Zee 


| agreed upon by the police depart- 


Chi Electrical Union, Big Talent Buyer, 


Paying Out 756 F oF Giant Xmas Show 





vv 


Morris Agency Entree 
At Jones Beach Via Zee 


One of show business’ contradic- 
tions came to light during the past 
week when Allan Zee was signed to 
stage and direct the shows at Jones 
Beach Marine Amphitheatre, Jones 


was signed by producer-bandleader 
Guy Lombardo on a deal arranged 
by Sandy Glass of the William Mor- 
ris Agency, Zee’s son-in-law. | 

As a result of this deal, it’s ex- | 
pected that the Morris office will | 
have a virtual exclusive on the, 
bookings of that enterprise. Al-| 
though produeer Lombardo has 
been a Music Corp. of America| 
client for more than 20 years, Mor- 
ris office will get the bulk of the! 
business. 








| 


Miami's ‘Clean Up! 


For Boys-Go-Girls 


Miami, Dec. 8. 

Dade County (Miami) sheriff's | 
department this week started clean- | 
up of known hangouts for the sex- 


‘deviates set, with meeting of Flor- | 


ida Cafe Owners Assn. executive | 
director Joe Lieber and overators 
of several nightclubs in the area 
with Sheriff Thomas J. Kelly. 


Kelly warned them to “clean; 
house” or else. At request of Lie- | 
ber, a 30-day grace period was | 
granted to allow operators of spots 
which attracted the element to, 
clean up. Strongly defending such 
cafes were Leon Enken, who runs_ 
Leon & Eddie’s. and Harry San- | 
ders, owner of downtown bar, Mou- 
lin Rouge. | 

Sanders contended “it is better, 
to keep them where you can super- | 
vise them ...than to run them... |! 
into residential districts” ( theory | 


ment), 

Enken, in a lengthy discourse, en- 
larged upon a theme which em- 
braced “changing morals” through 
the years, and wound with “most 
of them behave themselves.” He 
also urged confining the cuit to su- 
pervised places. They still have 30 | 





| days to clean up. according to the | 
sheriff. 
{ 


' 

Miami Beach police have already | 
embarked on a “harassment” pro- 
gram, with raids and investigations 
conducted at public beaches where | 
the boys-go-girls types congregate, | 
as well as in some of the small bars | 
they frequent at night. 


CANCEL TAB ‘PRINCE’ AT 
SANDS; ECKSTINE IN 


Las Vegas, Dec. 8. 

Paul Small package of “Student 
Prince,” tab version starring Jan 
Kiepura and Marta Eggerth has | 
been cancelled, and exits the Sands 
Hotel following tonight's (Tues.) 
performances, completing a one- 
week run. 

Jack Entratter is bringing in 
Billy Eckstine for a weék prior to 
“Week of Stars” anniversary line- | 
up starting Dec. 16, with Danny | 
Thomas, Vic Damone, Frank Si- | 
natra, Phil Silvers, and Eckstine | 
on successive nights. He’s still 
dickering with Van Johnson to | 





round out the parade. Jimmy Mc-| § 


Hugh unit remains throughout the | 
entire week. 


. ‘ . » | . 
Chi AGVA ‘Unfair’ List 
Form Own Protest Group | 
Chicago, Dec. 8. | 
A small band of exotic agents 
and performers, teamed with local ! 
talent buyers, all of whom are on | 
the American Guild of Variety | 





Artists unfair list, have organized |g 


into a protest group purporting to 
be “doing business together as in- 
dependent contractors”: under a 
new peace policy. 

The “industry cooperative,” 
which calls itself the Silver Star 
Society, is not unlike a similar or- 
ganization founded a year ago 
which has since been unheard 


Chicago, Dec. 8. 

One of the steadiest talent buy- 
ers in this area, Electrical Workers 
Union Local 1031 is piunking 
down $75,000 for a giant 12-night 
Christmas show with Bert Lahr, 
Blackburn Twins, Nancy Wright, 
Ginger Kinney and 48 other per- 
formers. Normally the _ union, 
largest local in the entire AFL 
and the only one known to feature 
floorshows at meetings, expends 
$15,000 to $20,000 for its regular 
spreads running four nights every 
second month. 

Frank Darling, Local 1031 
chieftain, said he inaugurated the 
shows seven years ago to keep 
Communists from taking charge of 
the body. At the time, Darling 
said, there were a handful of Reds 
in the organization who used the 
typical Commie tactic of harangu- 
ing aimlessly in order to discour- 
age altendance at the meetings. 
When other members, bored by 
the constant filibustering, stopped 
coming, Darling decided to entice 
them back with a show. Theme 
then become “Let’s get the meet- 
ing over with, quickly,” and the 
Commies were booed and harassed 
everytime they tried to stall the 
proceedings. 

Femmes Predominate 


Since the _ kickoff bill, which 
consisted of one act and a four- 
piece band, interest in the shows 
began to grow.and the productions 
waxed elaborate. Now they're re- 
vues mostly, replete with costumes 
and scenery, much of which is 
borrowed from the Shuberts by 
the union rep. Until this year, the 

(Continued on page 64) 


Globetrotters in Omaha 


Omaha, Dec. 8. 

Harlem Globetrotters basketball 
team and vaude show packed 6,900, 
including a couple hundred stan- 
dees, into Ak-Sar-Ben Coliseum 
here last Tuesday (1). 

Icy weather and smaller advance 
sale kept crowd below last -year's 
alltime mark of 8,000. 
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TURCHETTI 


ULTRA-SONIC GUITARIST 


Opening Dec. 10th 


LATIN CASINO 
Philadelphia 


Direction 
MANAGEMENT-ASSOCIATES 
7 East 55th Street New. York 
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SENSATIONAL 
DANCE ACT 
(THE VALENTINO WHIP) 


WESTERLY 
GAIL 


135 East 33rd St., New York 
Plaza 7-6300 














‘Where Show Business Meets” 





20% DISCOUNT 
TO SHOW FOLKS 
& MUSICIANS 
AT THE 


“SHOWBUSINESS CORNER’ 


Cabana Club Facilities 
24 Hour Coffee Shop 
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17th $t. ot ALTON RD, MIAMI BEACH, FLA 








WHEN IN BOSTON 
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HOTEL AVERY 


The Home of Show Folk 
Avery & Washington Sts. 
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» STAGE MUSICAL REVUE 
WATER FOLLIES I$ THE PIONEER OF THIS TYPE OF ENTER- 
TAINMENT! NO OTHER SHOW HAS THE SPEED, GLAMOUR 
AND QUALITY OF OUR PRODUCTION, AND WITH ALLTHIS... 


We are the most reasonably priced show in America 
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| 6 OF THE 
WORLD'S 
MOST FAMOUS 
AND 
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FANCY AND 
STUNT DIVERS 


“Ahs” and 


ACCOMPLISHED 


Their diving evokes 
“Ohs" 
.. from every crowd. 





EDDIE ROSE 
internationally famous diving 
comedian. Eddie Rose has 
left audiences, howling with 
laughter and holding their 
























Write, Wire or Phone Our 
PERMANENT ADDRESS 
SAM SNYDER’S 


WATER FOLLIES OF 1954 


320-321 Walker Building 
120 Boylston Street, Boston 16, Mass. 
PHONE: HAncock 6-2245 


“Rose had the crowd roar- 
ing with laughter, espe- 
cially the children, as he 
hangs on’ the board and 
falls into the water in the 
most ridiculous positions. 
Rose is a really fine slap- 
stick clown ... The high 
points of the show were car 
the diving exhibitions . . . - 
“You'll have to see it to believe it” ... Fort Wayne News-Sentinel DANNY DILLON 
4q WORLD FAMOUS 
j IMPRESSIONIST, 
MASTER OF CERE- 
MONIES OF THE 
WATER FOLLIES, 
AND MEMBER OF THE 
COMEDY TEAM OF 
DILLON AND ROSE. 


LIGHTS UPON 
THE WATER 


The acclaimed 
water ballet 
swims in total dark- 
ness, their bathing 
suits, gloved hands, 
and bathing caps 
lighting up with 
radiant phosphores- 
cent effect. 














HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WATER FOLLIES—23 Sensational Water and Stage 
Acts! WORLD CHAMPION FANCY and STUNT DIVERS and SWIMMERS 
+ « « Side-splitting Diving and Stage Comedians . . . GORGEOUS BATH- 
ING BEAUTIES . . . Lovely Stage Ballet . . . Unmatched Water Baliet .. . 
Evolution of Bathing Suits from 1850-1954 . .. LAVISH COSTUMES and 
PRODUCTION NUMBERS .. . Original Music and Staging. 
ON THIS CONTINENT! 
FOUNTAINS OF VERSAILLES ! 


Water Follies has broken attendance rec- 
ords throughout the United States and 
Canada. Ideal entertainment for sponsor- 
ship by all types of fairs, civic centers and 
leading organizations, etc. 

THE DWIGHT SISTERS 
Mary ond Frances 
Synchronized Swim- 
ming Champions 
of the World. 
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FIRST TIME 
BREATH-TAKING REPLICA OF THE STREAMING 








“The aqua-musical revue blending grace, beauty and 
sparkling humor is something new for this part of the 
country and is good entertainment for every member of 
the family. The 2-hour attraction moves along at a rapid 
pace with never a let-up in interest.” 

eecee Montone S$tonderd 


“The show was spectacular, is a skillful blend of color, 
comedy, music and vaudeville that brought a capacity 
crowd at the arena on its feet, cheering for more. The 
presentation is so well put together that not a moment 
drags. The crowd was rocking with laughter within a 
few minutes of the start of the show ... For more than 
two hours of family entertainment the Water Follies is 
the standout show of its kind to play in this area for 
some time.” 
eee Montreal Stor 








WORLD’S LARGEST PORTABLE POOLS 


AND STAGE 


Allows Water Follies to play for any length run 


ou wish. NOW AVAILABLE FOR 1954 BOOKINGS. 


All individual Water Follies artists booked through the 
Daniel White Agency, 80 Boylston Street, Boston, Mass. 
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~ New 


Acts 





DANII & GENII PRIOR 
Dancing 

18 Mins. 

Chez Paree, Montreal 


In the thankless role as a sup- 
porting act to headliner Sophie 
Tucker at Chez Paree, the hoofing 
of Danii & Genii Prior is effective 


enough to almost garner a show 
biz cliche of being a showstopping 
offering. 

Both youngsters danced for many 
weeks in the productions at the 
Copa in New York. This is one of 
their first single efforts and if 
talent shown in present show is 
sharpened with experience, then 
duo are naturals for any visual 
medium, particularly the musicom- 
edy field. 

The Priors are both of brunet 
appearance, costumes are well 
chosen and routining, although still 
a little restricted, shows a sense of 
taste and imagination that will 
stand them in good stead for future 
dates. Their Harlem sequence is 
rowdy enough to keep attehtion at 
all times, and their deadpan interp 
of a jazzed-up East Indian number 
makes for a solid begoff. Femme 
half of team is a looker and pro- 
jected charms, compliments her 
partner, and does much to enhance 
the overall impact of the act. Team 
is trying a bit too hard at present: 
added experience will give them 
confidence and smooth out appar- 
ent talents. Neut. 


SEATON & O’DELL 
Acro-dancers 
12 Mins. 
Empire, Glasgow 

Two girls form an opening terp- 
team that is useful for vaude lay- 
outs. Agile and talented, they 
score in both graceful dance rou- 
tines and in tumbling knockabout. 
fully living up to bill-matter of 
the “tumbling tomboys.” 
duce deft comedy touch as they 
whirl and cartwheel and tumble 


all over the stage, one partner fre- 
tumbling and sabotaging | 
the other with a wink to stubhoid- 


quently 


ers. 


Energetic pair are above-aver- 


age terpers with a well-rehearsed 
act that shapes up as okay for 


| or-less 


CORINA LAC 
Songs 
25 Mins. 
Clover Club, Montreal 

Corina Lae, a chirper with a 
background of Vienna and sundry 
European countries, is Jack Horn’s 
first .choice to intro a policy of 
entertainment in his class eatery, 
the Clover Club. 

Kept at the level shown by Miss 
Lac on her first night, this more- 
intimate type of offering 


should do well. Miss Lac sings 


and projection is good enough to 
carry to all corners of this medium- 
sized room. Although limited in 
her English tunes, femme is ade- 
auate in those offered such as 





| the accepted piving vein but above 














vaude and video. Gord. 
JAY MARSHALL 
7 S SENIOR COMEDIAN 
LONGFELLOW'S 
CHILDREN'S 
HOUR 


Mgt.—MARK J. LEDDY 


LEON NEWMAN 








Just Concluded 2 Yrs. as Featured 
Pianist with the 


Louis Armstrong All-Stars 


MARTY 
NAPOLEON 


Currently Appearing with 
His Own Trio at 


MIKE TUZZO'S 


LAMPLITER 


in Valley Stream, L. |. 























BLACK 
DUNDEE 


(Beauty and 
the Least) 


A new note in 


| Glamor Comedy 


| Mat. 
| GERBER-WEISS 
| 200 W. 57 St., N.Y. 
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“September Song” and “No Other 


' Love” bit relies for the most part 


on her multilingual piping for best 


| effects. 


| Brunet appearance is offset by a 
| fair setection of gowns that are in 


|! average, and her Continental ap- 
| proach to her songalog and presen- 

fation 
| for the offbeat boites. 


Newt. 


| CROTCHET 


| Musical Clowning 


110 Mins. ’ 
| Empire, Glasgow 
| Bald heads are sometimes a| 


payoff in comedy. Crotchet, small- | 


ish tubby musical clown, proves 
it by garnering the yocks with a 
silent comedy spot that ranks 
above average in the comic slot- 
ting. He wears straw hat which 
lacks a brim, effect of latter being 
conveyed by his bald dome, plus 
'a red waistcoat, striped shortish 
; pants and white spats. Usual mu- 
} sical nonsense at the 88, such as 
| knocking off a key into mid-air 
and clowning with stool. He also 
‘empties flowers from a vase stand- 





Intro- | iS on the piano and drinks the 


| water intended for the flora. 

| Novelty gimmick are his _har- 
|monica fingers. on gloves scaled 
with various notes of a harmonica. 
| Artiste precedes playing of the 
|Seotch bagpipes by stuffing cotton 
wool into his own ears, then throw- 
|ing out a supply to the outfronters. 
|As he plays the pipes. a balloon 
cradualiv blows. itself up and 
bursts. Winds by wandering on 
with huge musical instrument case 
and taking out an extra-miniature 
concertina on which he plays “Song 
from Moulin Rouge.” Worth- 
while novelty act for vaude. 

Gord. 


DAWN WHITE & HER GLAMA- 
ZONS (6) 
Song. Dance 
12 Mins, 
Empire, Giasgow 
Old-tyme zip of this novel septet 
has solid entertainment value to 
connoisseurs of the English mu- 
sichall with its roystering choruses 
and uninhibited zest of yesteryear. 
Dawn White, a buxom fluffy blonde 
with good-looking mien, leads six 
equally outsize femmes who have 
no qualms about showing off their 
ample waistlines. Distaffers, smil- 
ing and cheery if not the average 
male customer’s dream girls, are 
‘dressed in old-tyme costumes com- 
plete with spangles and feathers 
Act consists of vaude tunes from 
the oldie file, melodiously nostal- 


gic and a big click with oldcr | 


patrons, plus boisterous terping, 
and winding with a particularly 
hilarious version of the French 
can-can 
director, part of the act, wields 
the baton with enthusiasm and oc- 
casional vocal ejaculations to the 
audience. A final evidence that 
even bulky femmes can be lithe- 
some, Bawn White does the splits 
ito warm mitting. Okay as vaude 


| novelty, particularly in U. K. and, 


‘Commonwealth houses. Gord. 
DYERETTES (5) 
Dancing 
'$ Mins. 
Gatineau, Ottawa 
Billing and using these five col- 
ored girls as a chorus line is selling 
them short. They have savvy and 
showmanship, plus ability to do 
ballet, tap, acro and several! other 
kinds of terps with smoothness and 
effect seldom found in lines. 
Trained by Sammy Dyer in Chi- 
cago, the Dyerettes have been col- 
lecting kudos in eastern Canada 
for several months, playing clubs 
‘in Ottawa, Montreal and Toronto 

















RENEE w EDDIE ROOT 


Currently 


HOTEL GARDNER, Boston 


’ 
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evidence okay possibilities | 


A moustachioed musical | 


VARIETY 


throughout in a clear, semi-operatic | 
voice without the aid of a mike, | 


Jack Norworth 
recalls a@ memory of 1698 and his 
patron saint, William Merris, in 
the year ef vaudeville, when 
the actors got paid 


13c a Performance 
and the Manager 
Kicked ! 


* * * 
@ bright byline piece in the 
upcoming 
48th Anniversary Number 
of 











| to heavy response. Effectively cos- 
| tumed, they work without seeming 
| effort and every gal is a looker. A 
natural for television. Gorm. 


FIVE JAYS & JUNE 
Acrobatics 

/8 Mins. 

| Empire, Glasgow 

Speed combined with grace add 
ito entertainment value of this sex- 
tet of girl lookers, who provide 
a honey of an acrobatic turn lim- 
ited only bv its shortness of dura- 
tion. A useful bet for vaude open- 
ers and occasional TV guestings. 
| Colorfully garbed, the six femmes 
get off at outset to a speedy start 
and sustain a whirling pace in 
tumbles, cartwheels, flipups, bal- 
ances and twirls. 

Act works on a straw matting. 
Wind with a nifty routine in which 
the distaffers leap over each other 
and form an _ increasing horse- 
straddle until finally one girl has 
to leap over the remaining five 
and does it at so cracking a pace 


she almost hurls herself into the | 


wings. Gord. 
NITA & PEPPI 
Acrobatic 
9 Mins. 
Music Hall, N.Y. 
Nita & Peppi have a sprightly 


acro stint. They are energetic tum- | 


blers, good hand-to-handers and 
fine allaround performers in this 
genre. Turn is well-produced to 
give the effect of constant move- 
ment and facile grace. 


Boy and girl hit a good stride | 
with tricks that are standard in the | 
acrobatic catalog. However,. they | 


impart freshness to most of them. 
They do some combination rolis 
that get spontaneous applause and 
some of the lifts get midterm mit- 
tings. 

Duo are the offspring of the 
trampoline turn of Adriana & 
Charly, who have an act entirely 
different from that which they’ve 
endowed the kids with. Jose. 


EVE & JOE SLACK 
, Acro-Comedy 
19 Mins. 
Empire, Glasgow 

Entrance of this vaude duo 
proves effective, he being garbed 
as a_ kitchen chef in white and 
wheeling in a trolley bearing a 
silver casserole. From under the 
lid of this emerges a petite femme 
dressed in yeluw with contortion- 
ist ability of a high order. Girl's 
turns and twists and _ writhing 
movements score high on the mitt- 
meter, her agility giving impres- 
sion that her body is almost made 
of elastic. Pair's lifts and balanc- 





ing are also solid with the custom- |! 


ers, and comedy slant is well ac- 
centuated. 

_ Okay for vaude and nitery book- 
ings. Gord. 


| a s 2 
| Chi Electrical Union 


Continued from page 62 
union staged one show per month, 

















but as the layouts become increas- | 
in the} 


ingly difficult to produce 
space of 30 days, the policy chang- 
ed to six times a year. 

Local has 37,000 members, most 
of them factory workers who as- 
|} semble radio and TV sets. A total 
'of 104 factories is represented, 
turning out approximately 60° of 
; all sets and parts produced in the 
United States. About 70° of the 
members are women, most of 
them middleaged. As a result, a 
good deal of the talent showcased 
in the West Side union hall, which 
has excellent auditorium facilities, 
are oldtime performers like Bert 
Wheeler, John Boles, Benny Fields 
and Blossom Seeley, still dear to 
the past-40 segment of the audi- 
ence, 


New talent is also in demand, 
and previous show spotlighted 
Maurice Rocco and June Valli. 


Latter is also tapped for the up- 
coming February show with Olsen 
& Johnson. In any case, big names 
are the point of order. Darling, 
who deals with all the major book- 
ing offices here, reports the pur- 
chase of $80,000 worth of talent 
from the William Morris office 








alone. last year... is 


Vaude, Cafe Dates 





New York 





| left for 
| The 


| Marilyn Maxwell set for the 
,Chez Paree, Chicago, Dec. 29... 
| Carl Ravazza pacted for the Sham- 
| rock in Houston, sometime in Feb- 
|ruary ... Denny Desmond set for 
'the Town Casino, Buffalo, Feb. 8 
'. . . Chris Martin signed for the 
|Gay Haven, Detroit, Dec. 21... 
|Georgie Tapps, now doing an act 
_with two boys and two girls, has 


signed with the William Morris 
| Agency. 

| Singer Valerie Noble _ returns 
this week from a USO-Camp 


Shows tour of Korea... Joe E. 
Lewis tapped for the Turf Club, 
Galveston, Jan.°23 ... Billy Dan- 
iels into the Fairmont, San Fran- 
cisco, March 9 .. . Lou Shorr inked 
for the Chalet, Ste. Agathe, Dec. 
20 for 12 weeks... Marion Colby, 
formerly with the Blackburn 
Twins, readying a single . . . Phil 
Spitalny into the Roosevelt Hotel, 
New Orleans, Feb. 11 for the 
Mardi Gras season ... Joe Ricar- 
del tapped for the Hotel Fort 
Montagu, Nassau, Dec. 14. 


Hollywood 


Nellie Lutcher opens tonight 
(Wed.) at Ciro’s, sharing billing 
with the Amin Bros. for a two- 
week stand ~*~ . India Adams: 
launched a nitery tour with a ses- 
sion at the Maisson Juissaud, 
Bakersfield . . Jon & Sondra 
Steele open next Monday (14) at 
the Chi Chi, Palms Springs, for a 
10-day stand . . . Champ Butler at 
the Cave, Vancouver . Gene 


NEW MISS AMERICA 
PREPS BIGGER SKED 


Atlantic City, Dec. 8. 


Means of making the Miss Amer- 
‘ca Pageant a stronger attraction 
were discussed here last Thursday 
night (4) as its directors elected 
liugh Wathen, resort businessman 
and for the past few years host to 
| visiting newspapermen, president 
at a closed iveeting. 

Last September’s pageant had a 
budget of $129,000 and came out 
with a bank balance of $7,000, 
| Arthur G. Broll, retiring president, 
stated. Broll declared in a long re- 
|;port that two national advertising 
j}agencies collected data on publicity 
received last year and valued it 
at more than $2,000,000. 

Pageant publicity, he added, 
continues throughout the year, as 
the reigning Miss America is con- 
stantly on the move and the name 
of Atlantic City is constantly linked 
with her. This year she will visit 
London, Paris, Rome, Munich and 
; Amsterdam. 
| Broll said that $231,000 had been | 
|awarded in 











;tion to about $100,000 in scholar- 
ships awarded annually in local 


‘and state contests. 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N.Y., Dec. 8. 
A carnation to Ivan Annenberg, 


| circulation director N. Y. Daily | 


|News, for bringing in via private | 
| plane a _ floorshow for _ patients 
‘here. It was one of the best seen | 
here this season. 

Jacqueline Fondran rated her | 
first out-of-the-san furlough; went | 

Cleveland to see Riverside | 
Theatre friends there. She was 
assistant manager’ before her | 
breakdown. 

Muriel Sirgheny Danzi, one of | 
| the original Four Eddy Sisters, 
| landed her first good clinic report. | 
Helping to celebrate the occasion | 
are Dorothy (Eddy Sisters) Pino | 
,and Jack Domonick Danzi who | 
;came up from N.Y. 

Frances Parnoski, formerly of 
Northwoods sanatorium, replaced 
| Dolly Gallagher in the main office 
|here. Miss Gallagher, ex-patient, 
Philly where she has a 
‘position with a film exchange. 
Jack Gersteins in from 


| Jackson Heights, N.Y., for a holi- 


day weekend and a bedside chat 
with Marlene Bronstein, the Port- 
land, Me., theatre staffer 
progress is a special item. 

Bob Pasquale, ex-Warner Philly 
theatre manager, who graduated 
here in 1950, and married ex-pa- 
tient Helen Grupp, is now an engi- 
neer at station WNBZ. 

Two oldtimers happy over their 
latest good clinic reports. They are 
Joseph A. Grever, artist, and 
James Stewart, manager of Clarks 
Theatre, Chicago, both upped for 





bi-weekly pictures and limited 
privileges. : 


| 
LAUGHS UNLIMIT 
| Write to those who are AY cg PLE rot wr es'sto NON, vi sit 2.0379 


scholarships by the | 
, Pageant board since 1945, in addi- | 


| 
| 
| Mercury Artists 





whose ¥ 


Barry signed Earl Brent to write 
}special material for a nitery tour 
starting next March. Buddy Breg- 
man will do the arranging. .. Jeri 
Southern makes her Coast bow to- 
night (Wed.) at the Keyboard Sup- 
per CHNID-<... Baby Mistin and 
Judy Canova share billing -at the 
Sahara, Las Vegas, starting Fe}. 
25... Buddy Hackett drew an ex- 
tra return ticket for the El Rancho 
Vegas, after obtaining a release 
from his hectie daily _ bicycling 
back to Hollywood for film wori. 
He returns Dec. 30 for three wee}.s 
with Nat (King) Cole and then wil! 
play an additional four wecks 
later in the year, two at $3,500 per 
week and two at $4,000 per week 
... Jayne DiGaetano and Jack Me- 
Clelland unveiled their new terp 
act at the Biltmore Hotel Rende,- 
vous Room here under the name 
of Jayne & Jack Adams. Teain 
was formed after Adam DiGaetano 
was sidelined with heart troubie 
.. . Bob London set to open Christ- 
mas Night at the Chi Chi, Palm 
Springs, in support of Carmen 
Miranda. Date officially opens the 
season for the desert resort. 


Chicago 

Lenny Colyer set for week at 
Chicago Theatre Dec. 18, after 
Crossroads stint ... Billy Daniels 
| pegged for three frames at Chez 
Paree, Chi, beginning Jan. 5, fol- 
lowed by Helen Traubel in return 
engagement on Jan. 29... Blue 
Angel unveiling “Calypso Holiday” 
Dec. 11 for an indefinite stand, 
with current headliners plus 
Neville Black and Grace Nichols 
... Zany-acs go into Cascade Club, 
Miami, Dec. 17 indefinitely ... 
Allan & Ashton slated for Jeffer- 
son Hotel, St. Louis, Jan. 6-19. 


Houston 


Tim Herbert and Don Saxon, 
comedy duo, and the dance team 
of Phil Lawrence & Mitzi are on 
the bill at the Balinese Room at 
Galveston, which headlines Bob 
Eberly Rosalind Courtright 
inked for the Mural Room, Baker 
Hotel, Dallas, Dec. 18-26 ... Maria 
Victoria, Mexican screen actre<s 
and songstress, and Manolo & 
Anita, Spanish dance team, are 
scheduled to appear with a Latin 
music show at the Municipal Audi- 
torium, San Antonio, Dec. 13... 
Rusty Draper has been signed to 
appear at the Colony Club, Dallas, 
opening Jan. 20. 


Se cemnniaia 


BOB BAXTER 


“Master of Mischief’ 


Currently 
Bill Jordan's 


BAR OF MUSIC 
MIAMI BEACH, FLA. 














Thanks to Jerry Rosen of 














Season’s Greeting 
to All 


RADIO ROGUES 


Currently 


Last Frontier 
LAS VEGAS, Nevada 

















Special 
Permanent Rates 
from $17.50 Weekly 


Transient rooms 
also available. 










"Hotel Win 
MADISON AVE. & 55th ST. 
Ralph Hamrick, Mor. New York, N. Y. 








Latest Comedy Material 


for MC's, Magicians, Enter- 
tainers, ete. Send for our 
latest price list ef great 
ORIGINAL gagfiles, mone 
logs, dialogs, parodies, 
skits, etc, Written by show 
biz tep gagmen. Or send 
$10 for $50 worth of above 
Money. back if not satisfied 
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Deal for Loew's State, NY., Vauder {Wirtz Signs du Bie 
Fizzles; Holiday Outlook Wanes 





For a while it looked like Loew's + 

tate, N.Y., would have its first 
vaude show in many years, start- 
ing Christmas Day for two weeks, 
when deal with Eddie Fisher to 
play that house was in the works. 
However, deal was called off Mon- 
day (7) when it was felt that it 
would be too strenuous for Fisher 
to double between his video shows 
and five shows or more daily at 
the State. 

Booker Leo Cohen, of the Loew 
circuit, is still hopeful of being 
able to come up with a headliner 
for a State Christmas show. There’s 
no chance of opening unless a de- 
sirable attraction comes along. 


Inability to come through with | 
a Loew’s State headliner is the 
second disappointment to hit 
Broadway in the matter of Yule 
stageshows. Paramount Theatre 
was desirous of bringing in a stage- 
show, also to be headed by Fisher, 
to accompany “The Eddie Cantor 
Story,” to open Christmas Day. 
However, the theatre failed to 
come to an agreement with the 
American Federation of Musicians 
and pic will open sans live accom- 
paniment. 

Last year, Cohen booked John- 
nie Ray for the Capitol for three 
weeks. No such deal is in the 
works for the Cap this year, and 
it was felt that stage activities 
would be transferred to the State. 
Cap will be getting “Sadie Thomp- 
son” (Col) on screen and it was 
felt that stage support wouldn't be 
needed. 

Open Secret 

It’s an open secret in the trade 
that Capitol had been considering 
a return to stageshows as a perma- 
nent policy until its current pic, 
“From Here to Eternity’ (Col), 
opened. Success of that film caused 
circuit toppers to abandon any idea 
of stageshows. 

One of the more interesting 
facets of the contemplated return 
of stagers to Loew’s State lies in 
the fact that such a step would 
mean that a theatre can have Cin- 
emaScope and stageshow pclicies 
at different times. State now has 
the anamorphic film, “How to 
Marry a Millionaire.” It's the 20th- 
Fox policy not to give Cinema- 
Scope pics to houses with stage 
policies. In most cases, exhibs 
cannot afford to construct the 
heavy CinemaScope screens. so 
that they can be flown out of sight 
for stageshows. The State's stage 
try is also another indication that 
exhibs will try any policy where a 
buck’s to be made. 

At any rate, the outlook for big- 
time stageshows on Broadway for 
the holiday season seems to be on 
the wane. The Palace will be the 
only Stem house with vaudeville. 
The Radio City Music Hall will be 
the only other midtown house with 
a stage presentation. 

A sidelight of the various nego- 
fiations with Fisher is seen in the 
fact that this singer is heading 
more stageshows that never pan 


out than any other personality 
«round. 


SATCHMO IS SRO IN 





torium Show here for Cotton Bow] | 
Week, between Christmas and New | 
Year’s, it was announced here by | 


the standards of previous shows | 
and “we thought it best not to! 
cheapen the tradition with obscure 


considered, but none survived 


make a firm booking. | 


VET PITT CAFE BOOKER 


burgh office early next spring to | 


bonds Talent, Inc. Claire will book | 
their Florida room exclusively, and 


‘time he'll shutter his local business 





TOKYO TOUR TEEOFF 


Tokyo, Dec. 8. | 
Louis (Satchmo) Armstrong) 
opened to a capacity crowd Mon- 
day (7) at the Yokosuka Enlisted 
Men's Club Theatre here, first stop 
on a month’s tour of the Orient. 
Joe Glaser, president of the Asso- 
clated Booking Corp., is accom- 
Panying the singer-bandleader dur- 
ing the first part of his tour. 
Armstrong will play various 
military installations as well as 
Civilian dates on this junket. 











DANCE STUDIO ~ 


For Sale or Rent 


Fully equipped, operatin 

| ; 9g, good fol- 

vowing. Also available for either stage 

* earsals any day or one or two ¢ve- 

: "9s weekly, or for dance team. on 
rental or commission basis. 


ene Box V-12353, VARIETY 
West 46th St., New York 36, N. Y. 
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¥ Special Material by 
ISK” . . . the sigreature that 
lends prestige to your act. 


Fer information write 
A. GUY VISK 
Writing Enterprises 


“Creators of Special Comedy Material” 
94 Hill Street ind Trey. Nw. Y. 


Jacqueline du Bief has been 
signed for Arthur Wirtz’s ‘Holly- First of the special Christmas | re 
| wood Ice Revue.” She'll join the | attractions was the blade show, | The Apollo Theatre, N. Y., Har- 
show in Chicago Dee. 24. | 


i | Miss du Bief, a former Olympic ) arking | Stageshows for two weeks in favor 
No Special Dallas Show ‘champ, has been skating in Paris, Hall last Thursday (3), marking 


CHRISTMAS BLADE SHOW |N.Y. Apollo Drops 
For Ice Revue Spot} IN SOCK LONDON PREEM|  Stageshows During 


London, Dec. 8. Pre-Holiday Slump 





“Sinbad the Sailor,” at Empress | lem's sole vauder, will cancel out 


: skate pan- | -Xmas double feature. As 
For Cotton Bowl Week where she replaced Sonja Henie in Claude Langdon's fifth skate pan-/|of a pre-Xmas e 


tomime. Norman Wisdom stars in|in most theatres, business dives 


Dallas, Dec. 8, | #" icer when latter left to return | a yvaude and TV routine and Andra | during that period. Talent exit 


There will be no special Audi- 


\to the U. S. She skated for one McLaughlin 
season with “Ice Capades.” 


| Year’s 


from Colorado has: starts Friday (11), with a double 
title role. bill headed by ‘‘Moon Is Blue.” 


John & Jennifer Nicks, Joe| Stageshows come back Christmas 





Dolores Hawkins, Columbia re- |Jackson Jr., and Diana Grafton sup-| Day with a revue topped by Sugar 


Mayor R. L. Thornton, also prez of | cording artist, will be the New| Ply main support, and colorful pro- | Ray Robinson, with Joe Louis com- 
the State Fair of Texas. 





attraction at the Mural | duction is staged by Eve Bradfield.,;ing in New Year’s Day. Faye 


According to Thornton, nothing | Room, Baker Hotel, Dallas. Singer | Show had wonderful sendoff and | Adams and Dinah Washington are 


could be found this year to meet | is booked Dec. 28 through Jan. 2. ' surefire for holiday season. 


‘on subsequent bills. 

















entertainment.” 
Several attractions were being 


their road trips to this area to 





SWITCHING TO MIAMI 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 8. 


George Claire, veteran cafe 
booker here, will close his Pitts- | 


open one in Miami Beach. He’s | 
tying in with The Vagabonds, buy- | 
ing their corporate name to do} 


business under the name of Vaga- | 


is also set to handle the act for one- 
night promotions in their nightclub | 
off-season. He'll also operate in- | 
dependently as a 10 percenter in| 
the area. 
Deal was first broached during , 
Vagabonds’ record-breaking engage- 
ment here at Vogue Terrace in Oc- 
tober and was finalized last week. | 
Claire leaves for Miami Beach | 
right after the first of year to look | 
for a home and will move his fam- | 
ily there around April 1, at which 


and take off. At the moment, he | 
books three Pittsburgh rooms ex- | 
clusively, Jackie Heller’s Carousel, | 
Vogue Terrace and Horizon Room | 
at Greater Pittsburgh Airport. | 


‘Ice Cycles’ Strong 45G 
In Salt Lake Week 


Salt Lake City, Dec. 8. | 
“Iee Cycles of 1954” wound up| 
a six-day, eight-performance stand | 
at the Coliseum here with a sur-' 
prisingly strong $45,000. 
Icer, with top tab of $3, headed | 
into stormy weather in more ways | 
than one in its first Utah appear- | 
ance. It faced the problems of a 
notoriously cautious town, more | 
money going for Christmas than | 
for entertainment, and_ several 
days of snow. 


AGVA-AFM 


ts Continued from page 62 





























Artists is currently testing this 
contention by Petrillo. AFTRA is 
taking the case to the courts. A| 
musician, it declares, must carry 
an AFTRA card if he's to perform | 
in radio and tele in any manner | 
except that of a musician. | 

AGVA and AFM signed a pact in 
1951 defining jurisdictions follow- 
ing a tiff which started when 
AGVA signed a musician who was 
emceeing a show in aN. Y. vauder, | 
and thus the musician collected, 
two minimums. AGVA_ knuckled!§} 
under to Petrillo at that time, and 
then agreed to surrender various | 
types of musical acts to AFM. It 
will now make a bid to get back 
these turns. 

A major question mark for both 
unions is the attitude of the 
American Federation of Labor, 
parent of both AFM and AGVA, | 
in this jurisdictional dispute. The | 
present leadership under George 
Meany is far stronger and more 
positive than it was under the then 
ailing AFL prexy, the late William | 
Green. Meany may not permit this 
dispute to go to court. If the| 
courts get the hassle, then AGVA | 
will cite the victory that the} 
American Guild of Musical Artists | 
holds over AFM when the tooters | 
sought to get all instrumental solo- | 
ists in the concert field under its | 
jurisdiction. Courts nixed the bid. 
| 





Dancers Renee & Eddie Root 




















‘The Mirthplace at Shaw Biz); 











start Dec. 14 at the Hotel Gardner, 


MONTE PROSER 


proudly announces 
THE SPECIAL ENGAGEMENT OF 


JOHNNIE RAY 


OPENING 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 14 


following 





The Sensational Engagement of 


NAT “KING” COLE 


and 


DICK SHAWN 


(Closing Sunday, Dec. 13th) 


FOR DINNER AND AFTER THE THEATRE 


Reservations: MUrray Hill 8-8420 


MONTE PROSER'S 


LA VIE EN ROSE 


123 EAST 54th ST. 





PS.: For the first time, LA VIE offers facilities for 
Parties, Banquets, Press Parties, Fashion Shows and 
other group events. Ask for details. 
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Blue Angel, N. Y. 
Rose Murphy, Pat Carroll, Stan 
Freeman, Anita Ellis, Jimmy Lyons 
Trio, Bart Howard; $5 minimum. 
Talent lineup at the Blue Angel 
adds up to a sock entertainment 





bill. Show’s rhythmic vein is given 


nifty handling by Rose Murphy and 
Anita Ellis, while the risibles are 
amply tickled by Pat Carroll and 
Stan Freeman. Both Misses Ellis 
and Carroll are holdovers. All four 
are familiar to frequenters of this 
bistro and other eastside niteries. 

In the musical idiom, Miss 
Murphy scores with her sharp 
piano playing and baby-voiced vo- 
cals. Femme displays her keyboard 
agility and novelty piping tones on 
a flock of tunes. She also gives 
the chi-chi routine to some of her 
bouncier numbers for good resu.ts. 

Chirping by Miss Ellis is along 
straighter lines. Distaffer is pleas- 
ing on the eye and gives effective 
styling in her songalog. Offerings 


are most-y in a dramatic vein and | 


include such items as “I Love You,” 
*A Woman Is a Sometimes Thing,” 
“They Can’t Take That Away From 
Me” and “What Is This Thing 
Called Love.” 
“Put the Blame on Mame,” which 
she soundtracked for Rita Hay- 
worth in “Gilda,” is a good pace- 
changer. 

Freeman's song satirizations gen- 
erally hit the builseye.. Working at 
the Steinway, comic scores with h:s 
gibes at safety jingles and radio- 
TV commerciais. Bit about an un- 


Her rendition of | 


time currently, each of the acts is 
a cinch to repeat. 

De Castro Sisters, a vivacious 
Latino threesome who of late have 
spent most of their time in New 
York’s Latin Quarter, bombshell 
the house from the headline spot 
with a smart assortment of har- 
| monies. Catalog ranges from 
| laughable hillbilly corn, to produc- 
ition of “Cry” a la Cubana with 
| blinking lights, to delicately blend- 
ed straight vocalizing as on ‘“Pass- 
ing By,” which gets top salesman- 
| ship in French. 
| They’re personality femmes, 
| whose patter is spontaneous-seem- 





_ing and full of good-natured threc- | 
| way ribbing. Showmanship rating | 


lis high, especially on oldtime 
,vaude style used for “Alexander's 
| Ragtime Band” and w:idly belted 


| “Smooth Sailing” capper that ends | 


|in stomping, hair-pulling and sam- 
ba stepoff against an ovation. Gals 
get good keyboard assist from 
| Herbie Dell. 
| It’s no easy matter for the De 
| Castros to enter in the height of 
jenthusiasm for the Kirby Stone 
| Quartet, who precedes them. The 
|four knockabout instrumentalists 
have a slick brand of broad com- 
'edy and tasteful tomfoolery thal 
ithis club never gets enough of. 
'From teeoff of snappy, (nearly) 
straight music to “Movie Tonight” 
:spoofery, the boys envelop the 
|house and build, and build. 
‘Balancing the mirth department. 
serioso note is struck by Johnny 
Conrad and his four eyecatching 


Chez Paree, Meont'l 
Montreal, Dec. 4. 
Sophie Tucker (with Ted Sha- 
piro), Dick Kallman, Danii & 
Genii Prior, Bob Harrington Orch 
(10), Perry Carmen Quartet; $2 
cover. 





Despite fact that Sophie Tucker 
hasn’t played Montreal since the 
two-a-day in the vaude houses a 
couple of decades back, this per- 
sonable entertainer is a household 
name to any cafe-ite in Montreal. 
Bocked into Chez Paree on a deal 
that was started many months ago 
and was originally intended for 
the now defunct Sans Souci, this 
is Miss Tucker’s first nitery stint 
in Montreal and on every appear- 
ance her inherent showmanship 
and song savvy draws the nearest 
ithing to a standing ovation ever 
given by laconic payees of this 
town. 





| <A reiteration of the Tucker 
|songalog is too obvious; suffice to 
'say she captures one and all with 
/her lusty song-and-chatter adven- 
tures into the business of love and 
her dramatic interp for a united 
world that slides neatly into her 
|pavoff, “Some of These Days.” 
| With the songs that have made her 
|famous, her gabbing between ses- 
'sions and interplay with Shapiro 
she is terrific; but when the stops 
| are pulled, the corn rides high but 
seems to cast an appreciative spell 
over everyone in the room. 
Preceding Miss Tucker is the 
, dancing of Danii & Genii Prior 


sung sorewriter is also amusing. dancers, who open the bill with 2 | (New Acts) and the hep singing of 
Takeoff on the TVer, “This Is Your torrid, lowdown blues preduction| young Dick Kallman. For a new- 


Life,” is one of his weaker bits. 

Miss Carroll,’ a pert lookinse 
blonde. punches across her com- 
edics for scintilating effect. Femme 
gives topgrade material efficacious 
handling. She nabs a steady stream 
of yocks with her sly song-styling. 
Repertoire runs the gamut from 2 
parody of the “Rumplestiltskin” 
fairy tale to a special materia! 
Mumber on New York not being 
what it used to be. 


Jimmy Lyons trio backs show 


meatly and also provides intermis- | 


sion music, with Bart Howard's 
smooth 88ing serving as a tuneful 
alternate during the latter phase. 
Charles DeForrest runs over the 
fvories for the bar patrons from 
midnite to closing Jess. 


Hotel Chase. St. L. 

St. Louis, Dec. 1 

Jimmy Mciiugh 

Beverly Richards, Helene Stanton, 

Diana Jergens, Eve Marley; Lisa 

Chardel Dancers (3); Matty Mal- 
meck Orch (12'; $1-$1.50. 





There is ear-soothing rhythm all 
over this west end spot, what with 
composer Jimmy McHugh at the 88 
and his gal ensemble warbling in- 
dividually and collectively a num- 
ber of his ditties, all of which 
combo to keep the diners in a re- 
sponsive mood. Each femme. all of 
whom are lookers and fetchingly 
gowned, has an individualistic style 
of delivery. The straight thrushing 
is enlivened by Diana Jergens, a 
bombastic blonde whose hillbilly 
style of “I Can't Give You Any- 
thing But Love” as a reprise fo!- 
lows that of Helene Stanton. and 
wins a resounding mitt. 

She also scores later with a 
smart tap routine and as a cheer- 
leader for Hollywood High, Bev- 
erly Richards. with titian hair 
clicks in her interp of “I Feel A 
Song Coming On.” Ditto for Eve 
Marley. a sexy brunet, for her ren- 
dition of “Porgy” and a satire in 
song and barefoot dance of “Trini- 
dad.” 

“Coming In On A Wing And A 
Prayer.” with statuesque Beverly 
Richards leading and the other 
gals supporting, cops the session's 
lustiest palm pounding. McHugh 
deserts the ivories to join with his 
gals in an audience participation of 
“I Can't Give You Anything But 
Love.” 

Lisa Chardel and her two husky 
male dancers open and close the 
65-minute soiree. Thé first pres- 
entation is an East Indian specialty 
dance, with the femme in a striking 
gold gown done in two parts, and 
the windup is a calypso number in 
a special treatment of “The Peanut 
Vender,” with Miss Chardel exhib- 
iting considerable torso twisting. 
Matty Malneck’s boys are in action 
almost continuously and _ acquit 
themselves with finesse. Sahu. 


Chez Paree, Chi 
Chicago, Dec. 4. 
De Castro Sisters (3), Kirby 
Stone Quartet, Johnny Conrad & 
Dancers (5), Brian Farnon Orch 
(10), Chamaco (5); $3.50 mini- 
mum, $1.10 cover. 





Straight down the line, this bill 
clicks. Word-of-mouth should be 


Troupe, with | 


and follow later with a sensual cal- 
ypsq. It’s an artful unit that scores 
as a crowd pleaser. Conrad has a 
tap terp solo on “Begin the Be- 
;fuine” that wakes a flush of ap- 
| plause. 

Brian Farnon emcees and leads 
the orch is backing the _ show. 


| Chamaco rumba band is socko be-| times gets in the way of his sing- | 


tween shows, setting the party 
mood on the dance chores. Les. 


\Sans Seuei. Miami B’ech 
Miami Beach. Dec. 5. 

Mary Meade with Ted Grouya, 
Ann Herman Dancers, Sacasas 
Orch; $2 mingmum, 





This is Mary Meade’s first ap- 
pearance in these parts, and from 
/manner in which both audience 
and management reacted to her 
opening night performance, she'll 
be a returnee regularly, bookings 
, allowing. 


| Tall, lissome blonde looker is a! 
class diseuse who captures her | 
hearers from walkon and keeps 


the build throughout, to walkoff a 
solid click. Though there's pre- 
liminary publicity on her Parisian 
long-stay, she eschews much of 


the Gallic chansons, instead play- | 
ing up the American aspects of 


her background to. blend smart 
special material with artfully ar- 
ranged Cole Porter compos. 
Personality is sparkling and 
looks on the plus side as she sets 
up “Great To Be Here,” a fast 
opener; change of pace with “You 
Do Something To Me.” to reveal 
adroit shading on the lyrics. “C’est 


Magnifique” is handled in fast,femmes in a spicy routine that potently 


tempoed, tongue-in-cheek manner 
with hand-mike allowing for 


| comer with only the barest of ex- 
| perience and in a field that is cur- 
| rently overrun with a series of 
| latter-day Crosbys et. al., Kallman 
|stands out head and_ shoulders 
| above most. 

Youngster has the fresh, willing- 
|to-please approach which some- 


'ing, but he backs all intros with a 
, solid voice and a clarity that 
|registered solidly. In front of an 
|audience waiting primarily to see 
land hear Miss Tucker, Kallman 
winds up a session that draws sal- 
| vos and can keep him onstage for 
j another group if time premited. 


| House orch under the batoning 
‘of Bob Harrington backs show 
| with authority and the Perry Car- 
|men quartet does interiude music 
inicely. Club closes Tuesday (9) 
and will reopen in mid-January 
'with Dorothy Lamour. Newt. 


365 Club. 8. F. 
San Francisco. Dec. 5. 
The Appletons (3), Ginette 
,Wander, Elsa & Waldo, Dorothy 
Dorbin Dancers (12), Deryl Knox 
,Orch (8); $1.50 minimum. 


; 
' 





new package, dubbed “Call Me 
Madamoiselle,” and it’s solid copy 
for the customers who mitt it heft- 
ily in appreciation. Girl wrapup 
by the Dorothy Dorbin troupe also 
garners praise, with the flouncy 
ones @elivering their usual 365 
par. 

| Warmer is a cancan by the 
| blends easily into the first special- 
| ty, The Appletons. This is a rhyth- 


| 
Emphasis is on humor in this 


for the customers, more for their 
money. The recording background 
remains, but there’s now an in-the- 
flesh performer who can hold her 
own in any of the smarter clubs 
or hotel cafes. 


Backgrounded by an augmented 
14-piece orch, she delivers her 
diversified group of platter-hits 
and newies in simple, effective 
style. There’s plenty of quiet 
charm added as she spells out “Got 
the World On A String,” change 
of pace “Ooh, What You Do To 
Me,” “My Jealous Eyes,” medley 
of old and new love tunes, an 
arrangement based on the Lone 
Ranger theme titled “Now That 
I’m In Love,” which is a strong 
palm rouser, “Angry,” plus hill- 
billy type “Detour” and “Tell The 
Man.” Working to a tough aud 
(loud tables of loaded convention- 
eers added to the usual preem 
night confusion), she quieted them 
quickly and held attention through- 
out. 


Supporting show is notable for 
the bright production numbers 
staged by Selma Marlowe. Six gal 
line is given two imaginative rou- 
tines built around singer Ted Law- 
rie (who also handles the emcee 
chores in adept manner) and dancer 
Dolores Renay. 

Impressionist Guy Marks 
couldn’t get going with the first 
nighters. Noisy crowd stymied his 
underplayed takeoffs on standard 
toppers and in-the-news types. 

Tony Lopez and his crew handle 
the heavy musical assignments in 
top manner, with Miss Page’s ac- 
|companist coordinating the over- 
| sized musicrew. Lary. 


| Edgewater Beach, Chi 
Chicago, Dec. 4. 
Dorothy Sarnoff, Robert Lamou- 
ret, Wonder & Banks, Skinnay En- 
| nis Orch (12); $3.50 minimum, $1 
| cover. 








| This well-rounded bundle run- 


‘ning through Dec. 29 will nicely 
|tide the Marine Room over the 
|pre-Xmas lull. Only evidence of 
;economy for the traditional stay- 
| at-home weeks is the dropping of 
_the house’s dance line. Otherwise, 
/it’s a good something-for-everyone 
| roster that should develop word- 
/Of-mouth support to compensate 
\for the lack of familiar-to-Chi 
|name values. 

| Dorothy Sarnoff makes her ini- 
|tial Chi nitery appearance to top 
| off the lineup with a sophisticated 
songalog, exposing a set of pipes 
that earns plenty of appreciation. 
This big room, with its tiered seat- 
|ing setup, poses hurdles for war- 
| blers who strive for the intimate 
|touch, but Miss Sarnoff’s strong 
| voice helps her break through the 
distance barriers. 

' Although she does okay with the 
| walk-around intimacies, Miss Sar- 
noff is at best selling her ditties 
| straightaway, to take full advan- 


——; 


Moeambo, Hollywood 
Hollywood, Dec. 1. 
Mary Small with Vice Mizzy: 
Paul Hebert Orch (7); Ray 
Trocke Trio; $2 cover, 


The peculiar talent demands of 
Sunset Strip plusheries work a 
hardship on Mary Small, making 
her Coast bow at the Mocambo. 
That and the fact that she’s follow- 
ing Eartha Kitt’s smash three 
weeks dim any chance she might 
have to do better than average 
business. 

For the more commercial nit- 
eries in the’country, Miss Small 
is an okay singer. She still has 
the large voice for which she was 
known as a radio moppet and 
could fit into any multiple-act bill 
without difficulty. As solo perform- 
er in the intimate confines of the 
Mocambo, however, her delivery is 
over-boisterous, her mugging ex- 
aggerated and her patter some- 
times cloying. Latter is being con- 
stantly toned during the current 
stand. 

Accompanied by hubby Vic 
Mizzy on the piano, she knocks 
off a half-hour stint that’s best 
when she’s showcasing some of 
Mizzy’s tunes, like “‘Three Little 
Sisters,”’ ‘‘Easy Does It,” etc. Turn 
utilizes some special material, too, 
jand it generates some interest, but 
| her stint is weakened when she 
| essays such ballad items as “I 
| Love Paris,” which is out of her 
genre. Overall, for the Mocambo 
|—-where_ the sophisticated song 
| Stylists do best—the turn doesn’t 
|measure up to its apparent poten- 
\tial elsewhere. 

Backing is by the Paul Hebert 
orch, which also handles most of 
the dance beat, with the Ray 
| Trocke Trio handling relief chores. 


Kap. 


| Viennese Lantern, N. Y. 
| Victoria Cordova; orch ensemble 
(5); $3.50 minimum. 











For a four-week holiday span, 
genial host-emcee Max Loew has 
dispensed with his usual two or 
three-act format, to spot chanteuse 
Victoria Cordova as his solo attrac. 
tion. Change is an interesting, 
welcome one, adding new flair to 
the Wienerwald boite. 

Chanteuse, trim, neat-figured 
and saucily-gowned, lends distinc- 
; tion to the proceedings, delivering 
|a song nicely, and adding an at- 
| tractive personality to her creamy 
| dramatic soprano. She’s at fault 
by holding the mobile hand 
| mike too far away from herself 
|for complete audibility too 
|often. Repertoire is appealing, 
| with emphasis on the Gallic. Sing- 
;er introes her own songs grace- 
|fully. “April in Portugal,” “Mam- 
| ’selle, Oolala” and “Pas Dame” get 
| treatment in French and English; 
there's a rhythmic ‘Girls in Ha- 
| Vana” in Spanish, and ‘‘Leave the 





tage of her concert-trained voice.| Rest to Me” in English for the 


Her “Something Wonderful” and 
the “Polka Song” from “The King 
and I” bespeak her familiarity 
,with the Rodgers & Hammerstein 


| production in which she played on | 


Broadway. Also coming through 
is an effectively show- 
{eased treatment of a ‘Madame 


} Butterfly” medley. All in all, it’s 


tablers to join in the “ooh, la, la’, Mic knockabout apache trio which | quality stuff. 


segments for a smart establish- Specializes in mayhem to good ef-| 


ment of rapport with the filled 
room. Husband-accompanist Ted 
Grouya’s originals make up strong 
medley, including “In My Arms,” 


fect. 

| Ginette Wander, French, blond 
and pert, has song savvy which 
jreaches beyond usual _ Gallic 


Roger Lamouret handles the 
|laugh department with his Donald 
| Duck hand puppet, winning build- 
|ing response in a rapid-fire quip- 
| ster turn. Slapsticked shaving rou- 


“I Heard You Cry Last Night” | thrushing in that she sings in both | tine with the puppet applying the 


and “Flamingo.” Encores 
group of French tunes and winds 
with another zingy special, themed 


'on tour of European capitols with | velvet slacks, femme has eye value | 


segue -. into 
Home.” 
Ann Herman duo tees off mat- 
ters with fast mambo-sambe rou- 
tine. Sacasas and 
!superb on the showbacks. Lary. 


mitt-raising ‘Goin’ 


Angelo’s. Omaha 
Omaha, Dee. 3. 
Billy Williams Quartet. (6); $1.50 
cover. . ‘ 





All records dipped under the 
| Billy Williams spell as this top 
Omaha nitery ended its name pol- 
licy with a nine-day run of the vet 
| video vocalists. 
| Brought in for $4,000, Williams 
had the spot off the nut in five 
days. At show caught Wednes- 
day (2), usually an off-night, the 
| 180 seats were packed and there 
| was some $600 in on covers alone 
;as well as probably better than 
| $700 in the liquor till. 
| When the Williams run ended 
Saturday (5), the spot had some 
'$4.000 profit. Most sets ran 45 
minutes, with a begoff deal at 
levery one of the four shows 
nighily. 


|items mixes both lingos. Big-eyed, 
dressed in beret, white shirt and 


as well as solid song stvle. Her “I 
| Love Paris” is particularly effec- 
tive. 

| Elsa & Waldo are unique comics 


}is far and away top text. Pair has 
| ludicrous appeal that is stock 


throughout and collect the guffaws | 


| with ease. 

Femme finale by ensemble and 
principals is the usual breezy stuff. 
Music by Dery! Knox troupe deliv- 
ers in all phases, both for show 
and terping. Ted. 


Clover Club, Miami 
Miami, Dec. 5. 
Patti Page, Guy Marks, Ted Law- 
irie & Dolores Renay, Selma Mar- 
low Line, Tony Lopez Orch; $2 & 
l$4 bev. minimum. 








Jack Goldman, despite offish biz 
| around town in recent weeks, teed 
'off the bigname run for his main- 
|land spot early and, judging from 
|patronage’ atttracted  ffirst two 
|nights, looks to hit the pre-season 
| jackpot with Patti Page. 

Miss Page worked this room 


with | French and English and in some, lather and wielding the razor on 


| the comic’s puss pays off to big 
yocks. . 

Curtain raising is done by Tom- 
my Wonder and Margaret Banks, 
classy young terp duo who impress 
|not only with their skill but also 
with their projectable eager-to- 


his orch are! whose mime and buffoon content| Please enthusiasm. Either solo or 
, tandem, these hardworking young- | 


sters score solidly in a slickly tail- 
ored sequence. 

Skinnay Ennis and orch con- 
‘tinue to hold fourth on the stand. 
| Dave. 

Chaudiere, Ottawa 
Ottawa, Dec. 4. 
| Carmen & Merrick, Billy Reid, 
|Pauline Thorn and Escorts (3), 
Nina Merlin Dancers (5), Jimmy 
|Garret Orch (8); $1 admission. 


| Chaudiere’s current Rose Room 
, bill is weak—a lot of hard work to 
| small effect. Carmen & Merrick 
| garner light response. Act could be 
| hypoed by stronger material for 
;comic half (Merrick) and more 
|straight use of Carmen’s_ okay 
| pipes. Songs and capering of Billy 
| Reid are hardly adequate for a sin- 
| gle. He’d work better in a group. 
| Highlight of a limp show is the 
| drunk terpsing by Pauline Thorn 





Bass Eugene Dixon had stand-| over a year and a half ago andjand Escorts (Drew & Dollin), but 


out inning on “Smile for Su- 
sanna” and others, while “Cattle 





returns a much slimmed down, 
more smartly coiffed and gowned 





act needs polishing, although it 
shines in this week’s Rose Room 


terrific, and biz at the Chez leoks | Call” featured tenor Williams, who 
good enough for the two upcom-| also did a super stint as emcee. 
ing weeks, despite the fact that'| Second tenor Johnny Bell and 
they're traditionally slump stan- | baritone Claude Reddick rounded 
zag, , Playing this room, for the §rst, oyt the exeiijent, group. Trump. 


songstress, bespéaking considerable | dimness. Nicely-dressed terpsing 
attention to her in-person datings | of Nina Merlin line helped slightly. 
| since last seen here. With it, the| Jimmy Garret band is okay for 
| songeles has been extended to | show-backing and dancing. 

Gorm. ; , 


contain, more, gyhange of pace and|., ,) 


, windup. Al Delmar is a choice 
|backerup on guitar while the 
house ensemble also figures im- 
| portantly. 

Latter is also prominent on its 
;own in the musical proceedings. 
| Talented, versatile quintet offers 
|a Hungarian Rhapsody for a 
starter, then plunges into a med- 
| ley of Viennese tunes of the ‘20s 
\for sock effect. Boys double on 
|instruments, play tricks on each 
| Other’s fiddles or piano, and offer 
| other shenanigans that don't mar 
|the artistic quality of their music. 
'Ernest Schoen shines on vocals: 
Schoen, Bela Bizony and David 
'Schoenbrun stress the violin, Paul 
Mann importantly holds the piano 
'spot while Charles Albert is  in- 
valuable on piano, accordion and 
arrangements. Bron. 





| Eddys*. K. €. 

Kansas City, Dec. 4. 
George Gobel, Doris Drew, Tony 
| DiPardo Orch (8); $1 cover. 


| 
| 
| 





Both turns in this lineup are 
fairly well known from previous 
|dates here, and both combine in 
;some of their better efforts to 
make this a slick, pleasing show. 

Miss Drew upholds the Mercury 
| label of pop singer with charm 
|and style, clicking off a quintet of 
| tunes to very nice reception. The 
| livelier numbers seem to reap the 
most from her individual style and 
personality, although she _ proves 
quite apt on dreamier tunes. 

Since he last appeared here, 
Gobel has gone up the show biz 
ladder several rungs, through ef- 
fective television work, his own 
average-guy and deadpan delivery 
and large store of funny material 
(spotlessly clean). The bit about 
the lost bowling ball, ribbing orch 
leader Tony DiPardo as a_ real 
dude, and a play on stuttering, are 
all choice routines which proved 
good for plenty of laughs here. 
Gobel finally gets around to plunk- 
ing his kingsize guitar and clown- 
ing a vocal to “Sippin’ Cider” with 
a genuine yodel thrown in. It’s a 
very fine show throughout the 40 
minutes ¢ 5: Cone TQuia. 








~ 


— es 


th 


Wednesday, December 9, 1953 


VARIETY 


67 





— 


House Reviews 


Mausie Hall, N. Y. 


Leon Leonidoff-Russell Markert 
presentation of “The Nativity,” 
“Christmas U.S.A.” with Baudy’s 
Greyhounds & Co., Nita & Peppi, 
Florence Wyman, Norman Wyatt, 
patricia Rayney, Eric Hutson, Dor- 
othy Wright, Jeannette Tannen, 
Jack  Beaber, Jayne Hornby, 
George Sawtelle, Corps de Ballet, 
Glee Club, Rockettes, Raymond 
Paige Symphony Orch; settings, 
Albert Johnson; costumes, Frank 
Spencer; lighting, Eugene Braun; 
special lyrics, Al Stillman; ballet 
direction, Margaret Sande; “Easy 
to Love” (M-G) reviewed in VaRI- 
ery Nov. 11, ’53 


The Radio City Music Hall’s an- 
nual Christmas pageant, “The 
Nativity,” is probably the best- 
known presentation from a variety 
stage. For many it’s a must, and 
attendance at this theatre this time 
of year is hypoed greatly by the 
holiday spec. This year’s presenta- 
tion seems a bit curtailed from 
former seasons, but the sense of 
yeverence and spectacle is_ still 
preserved. It’s an_ inspirational 
blend of music, pageantry, chorus 
and scenery that’s on the highest 
level of MH presentation. Florence 
Wyman’s solo and Norman Wyatt’s 
narration are excellent. 

The rest of the show is suffi- 
ciently colorful to go with the 
holiday feStivities. The Leon 
Leonidoff-Russell Markert produc- 
tion has an entertaining pace. The 
accompanying acts are on a high 
level and the various components 
get applause all along the way. 

Nita & Peppi are under New 
Acts and Baudy’s Greyhounds & 
Co. provide an interesting session. 
This well-trained canine troupe 
has some excellent formations, in- 
fuses some comedy in the work 
and gets across nicely. Finale, with 
monkeys riding the dogs in wild- 
west fashion, makes for a sprightly 
close. 

The ballet sequence, “Sleeping 
Beauty,” with Tchaikovsky music 
backgrounding, is an excellently- 
produced bit. The  coryphees. 
fronted by Jeannette Tannen, Jack 
Beaber and Jayne Hornby, achieve 
a sense of delicacy while perforin- 
ing floor-filling routines. The set- 
tings and lighting help achieve the 
desired effects. All principals show: 
tasty choreography which helps 
this portion off to a rousing mitt. 

The Glee Club, in a _ winter 
scene, gets a picturesque locale 
with aid from an Al Stiilman lyric 
to Mendelssohn music. The effort 
similarly gets over well. The Rock- 
ettes remain the top-precisioned 
mass of cheesecake on the boards 
today. Their routine, as always, 
hits a strong mitting. This session, 
the effect is heightened by ‘the 
Christmas tree costumes’ which 
carry their own lighting systems. 
Norman Wyatt, reciting a poetic 
precede to the Rocks, imparts the 
proper spirit to his lines. Vocal 
bits by Patrica Rayney, Eric Hut- 
son, George Sawtelle and Dorothy 
Wright help give the show a proper 
sendoff. The MH Symph with Ray- 
mond Paige conducting provides 
excellent showbacking. Jose. 


Chicago, Chi 
Chicago, Dec. 4. 
Billy Daniels (with Benny 
Payne), George DeWitt, Shyrettos 
(2), Martin & Florenz; “Appoint- 
ment in Honduras” (RKO), 


Through no fault of Billy Dan- 
fels, whose showmanship is first- 
rate, two weeks of this bill should 
be only moderate at the b.o. and 
worse than that if it fails to catch 
the evening trade. Daniels is no 
exceptional lure with the matinee 
hausfraus, being’ essentially a 
nitery performer. Additionally he 
suffers in following an elaborate 
Betty Grable-Harry James display 
on this stage just at the onset of 
a pre-holiday slack. It’s a nicely 
diversified layout, though, that 
should smooth out some ragged 
moments as five-shows-daily con- 
tinue to substitute for rehearsals. 

Vitamined Daniels writhes and 
reels through a rhythmic 20-min- 
ule segment of distinctively-styled, 
finger-snapping songs, from whose 
lyrics he departs from time to 
lime to execute a limber step. Act 
1s well received throughout, but 
1Us the quick tempos the crowd 
Palms heaviest, those familiar 
numbers that give him greatest 
leave for taking an emotional bub- 
ble bath. The heady, wistful 
tunes like “My Funny Valentine,” 
Sung with hands in pockets, are 
nicely phrased and set the upbeat 
routines in balance. 

.n certain numbers, like the 

Old Black Magic” curtain-drop- 
Benny Payne | 








per, accompanist 
chimes in effectively and midway | 
lakes the fore himself on a Fats 
Waller bit that jumps into some | 
fancy keyboarding. 

Daniels gets ample support from 
& Yhreesome of standard +vaude!: 


are a 


acts, with comic George De Witt 
making the deepest dent in a fast 
monology that scores hot or cold 
depending on the freshness of his 
gags, most of which are delivered 
in dialect. Laughable mockery of 
oldtime pix switches to a walkoff 
string of offbeat impressions for a 
steady round of yocks. 

The Shyrettos, unicycle trio, 
lead off the show with some brisk 
acros and comedy on wheels that 
leave the customers gasping with 
expectation. Team brings down 
big applause for dancing arm in 
arm while perched atop three tall 
unicycles. 

Puppeteers Martin & Florenz fill 
out the spread with snappy doll 
routines involving an Indian song 
and dance, a refractory Army yard- 
bird and his hotshot sergeant. and 
a clever Jimmy Durante-Dagmar 
duo. Les. 


Metropole, Glasgow 
Glasgow, Dec. 8. 
Alec Frutin presentation of 
vaude show, “Abune Them A’,” 
with Billy Rusk, Clark & Murray, 


Cormack & Sharp, Jimmy Neil, Ken 
Swan, Ronnie McCulloch, Ann Dy- 
et, Jackie Fuller, Jimmy Currie’s | 


Waltinzg Waters, Hillington Girls’ 
Choir, Aitkenhead Pipe Band, 
Moxon Girls (8). 


Long-running annual show, tra- 
ditional fodder at this historic 
Auld Lang Syne vaudery where Sir 
Harry Lauder made his first pro- 
fessional appearance, is again 
garnished with all the Scot trim- 
mings which add to picturesque 
nature of layout, such as bagpipes, 
Scotch kilt, songs made famous by 
Lauder, rousing Highland choruses 
and water spectacle. Bill is satisfy- 
ing and_ straightforward music- 
hall, with a useful propcrtion of 
individual talent, and impresario 
Alec Frutin, whose family owns 


the Met, has done a sound job of 
casting. * 


Waltzing waters, a novelty of 100 
Sprays shooting up to roof level 
and dancing in time to music, is 


the eye-catching finale. Worked by 


intricate system of levers, the 
aquaspot is quietly effective in 
contrast to raging waterfalls seen 
at this vaudery in previous vears. 
Novelty is sponsored by Jimmy 
Currie, Scot watershow expert. 

Billy Rusk, new Scot comedian, 
makes his bow at this theatre, and 
proves an asset. If he can eliminate 
all use of indigo-colored gags, and 
build up his amusing drumroll 
cross-stage shuffle, comedian seems 
likely to click. He utilizes the 
catchphrase, “See Me,” spoken in 
a sturdy lisp, and wins praise for 
comical portrayal of a self-con- 
scious young man waiting five 
hours for a girlfriend who never 
turns up. Comic’s not-so-silly 
schoolboy with all the answers is 
another entertaining spot. 

Gracie Clark and her husband- 
partner Colin Murray prove an 
established Mr. & Mrs. partnership 


Palace, ate Y. | 
Ferdinand & Jerry, Joyce Aimee, 
Moke & Poke, Ching, Jackie 
Bright, Ciro Rimac & Co. (4), 
Johnny D’Arco & Parker Gee, Kos- 
|}mar, Jo Lombardi House Orch; 
i“Veils of Bagdad” (U) reviewed 
in VarRiETY Sept. 30, '53. 





The Palace layout, comprising 
| acts that have been around, plays 
| Well, contains good variety and ex- | 
; hibits turns that hold up well in 
| their individual spots. The comics 
, on this session, Johnny D’Arco & 
| Parker Gee, and Jackie Bright are 
regulars at this house, and dis- 
; pense assured entertainment. The 
| bill comprises elementary vauce 
that’s put together nicely by book- | 
;er Dan Friendly and well-staged 
by Dave Bines. 

D’Arco & Gee are of the bur- 
lesque school, working in an as- 
|sured manner and hitting a good 
‘laugh quotient. Their lines are 
|clean, their tunes are well-deliv- 
,ered and the comedy terps hit it 
| Off well with the crowd. 

Bright's giveaways are done in 
a humorous fashion. He dispenses 
various types of merchandise with 
restrained lavishness. He handles 
,the audience volunteers well, and | 
|; winds up with the hat-passing bit 
i that sets solidly with the audience. 
| The major song-and-dance por- 
‘tion of the show is by Ciro Rimac, 
aided by Charley Boy and a pair 
|of femme assistants. Rimac is the 
|Mainstay of this session, with ex- 
/hibits of South America terps and 
|songs. As usual, this flash act gets 
favorable reaction here. 
| The acro department, fore and 
laft, is by Ferdinand & Jerry at 
|the start, and Kosmar in the clos- 
jing slot. Ferdinand & Jerry hand-, 
{to-hand while understander is bal- | 
anced on a board supported by a 
rolling log. Tricks are good. Kos- 
mar’s wire-walking is well-exe- 
‘cuted and finale, a back somer- 
‘sault on the strand, is a hot mitt- 
nabber. 

Moke & Poke get their comedy 
_over. Duo has a good natural sense 
of rhythm which makes itself mani- 


fest whether they gab, sing or 
'dance. The comedy is well-liked 
here. 


| Joyce Aimee, with voice and ac- 
cordion, makes a good impression 
The gal has a throaty voice that 


,\shows off well in a gypsy tune. 
‘and her work on the stomach 
|Steinway is sufficiently flashy. 


: Ching, a Chinese magico. has an 
‘okay trick assortment. His card 
imanipulations are good and his 
{illusions are carriel off deftly. 

| Jo Lombardi, as always, show- 
,; backs expertly. Jose. 


Olympia. Miami 
Miami, Dec. 4. ° 
Don Cherry, Larry Best, Bobby 
| Jule, Manhattan Rockets with Bev 
|Toro, Les Rhode House Orcii: 
|My Heart Goes Crazy” ‘UA’. 





Accent is on song and dance in 
‘current layout with package com- 
|ing off okay in the palm depart- 
'ment, although again there's no 
outstanding act to bring the show 


in comedy, their homely wranglings jnto sock class. 


ranking in the best tradition of | 
They 


Scot vaude stage humor. 
offer a laundry-gal cameo in which 
the distaffer is an innocent yvoung 
femme visiting her partner and 
waiting for “the money for the 
laundry.” 

Sandyhaired comic Jimmy Neil 
has the useful knack of warmingup 
the stubholders in even the earliest 
of slottings. His impressions of 
various types being thrown out of 
a hostelry after imbibing overmuch 
standout. Performer has 
uninhibited approach to his chores, 


and scores mainly by being natural- 
ly down-to-earth. 


A brunet looker, Irene Sharp, 


charm, partnered by her 


Highland airs are rendered effec- 


tively on the accordion by Ronnie 


McCulloch, and Ken Swan presents 
a vent act with two dolls and a 


canine stooge which could, without | 


loss, be eliminated from his offer- 
ing. Pooch merely does normal run 
of house tricks, such as running off 
and reentering with a paper bag, 
and is no novelty. 

Ann Dyet, youthful chirper, gets 
only one opportunity to show her 
soubret talents, a short tune titled 
“The Piccadilly Piper from the Isle 
of Skye,” and Jackie Fuller aids on 
the comedy stooging side. Stirring 
pipe tunes are given out with 
gusto by the Aitkenhead Pipe 
Band, and a pleasant choral back- 
ing is provided by the Hillington 
Girls Choir, with Ann Herd as 
batoneer. The May Moxon chorines 
give their usual sound showbacking 
in terping routines. : 

Show adds up to intriguing Scot 
fare with homely appeal to native 
stubholders and a fair degree of 
novelty to visitors and tourists. It 
is all authentically Scotch, there 
being no phoney English acts cash- 
ing in on Highland tartan novelty. 


nN Gord: ? ‘> 


Don Cherry, another of the re- 
‘cording hit contingent, marks up 
healthier returns than most of his 
‘platter confreres making the in- 
'person dates. He utilizes a straight, 
easy delivery to compound his 
songalog into a pleasing tune ses- 
sion, with “Ebb Tide” his big mitt- 
|raiser. Vocally, he spells out the 
lyrics in clean fashion with shad- 
jing, getting the most out of the 
lyrcist’s rhymings. 


a 


| Larry Best is an able comic 
'who handles his aud in confi- 
‘dent manner with some above- 
|/par material aiding in the 


'garnering of laughs and reaction 
|He works in some clever characte! 


neue Auld Lang Syne numbers | carbons with his dialect yarn-spin- 
husband, George Cormack, and is 
the bigger asset of the duo. Lively | 


|ning, to walk off a winner. 

| Bobby Jule has been working the 

vauders for some time and deft 

| juggling tricks show it. He adds 

|to sight values with clever pan- 

tomime to gather in chuckles with 
gasps. 

Held over are the Manhattan 
Rockets and singer Ben Toro. Toro 
‘emcees proceedings from offsiage 
' mike and sets the production nuin- 
| bers with choral backs. Line is up 
| with new routines which show in- 
genuity in the staging. Eight terp- | 
ers are well disciplined and handle 
their assignments in highly cap- 
able manner, 
| Les Rhode and house orch 
| vide showbackings adeptly, 

aru, 


pro- 





Apollo, N. Y¥. 

Buddy Johnson Orch (14), with 
Nolan Lewis and Ella Johnson; 
Nicholas Bros. (2), George Kirby, 
|The Drifters (5); “Macao” (RKO). 


B.o. receipts at the Apollo this 
week should be on the heavy side. 
'Card is generally solid. The Buddy 
' Johnson orch and band vocalists 
Nolan Lewis and Ella Johnson hold 
down a sizable segment of the en- 

«4(Continued on: page 74F - 
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VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF DECEMBER 9, 1953 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 


whether full or split week 


RKO; (S$) 


Letter in parentheses indicates circuit 
Paramount; (R) 


()) Independent; ‘L) 


Stoll; (T) Tivoli: «Ww 


Loew; ‘M) Moss; 
Warner 








NEW YORK CITY 

Music Hall () 10 

Patricia Raynay 

Norman Wyatt 

Jeanette Tannen 

Jack Beaber 

Jayne Hornby 

Eric Hutson 

Ceorge Sawtelle 

3audys Greyhounds 

Rockettes 

Corps de Ballet 

Sym Ore 
Paiace (R) 9% 

Dleetwoods 

Senor Cortez 


McFarland & Brown | 


Martin Bros 
George Hopkins 
Zoris 

Archie Robbins 


! AURORA 

| Para (P) 12 only 

| Asylum of 

| CHICAGO 

| Cent Pk (P) 11 only 

| Asylum of Horrors 

CHICAGO 

| Chicago (P) 11 
Billy Deniels 
George De Witt 

' Shyrettos 

i Martin & Flerenz 

i LOS ANGELES 

| Paramount (P) 9 
P Prado Ore & Rev 

MIAMI 

Olympia (P) 9% 

H Sands M Rockets 

Earl & Michell 

Deilans Cats 

‘ulia Cummings 


Dalton & Bailey Pete Kubino 4 
AUSTRALIA 

LAUNCESTON Duke & Horsburgh 
National (‘T) 7 Joey Porter 

Tommy Trinder Babs McKinnon 

Toni Green | Peter 

Joe Lee | Dorothy Hall 

3 Fayes Solly Peterson 

6 De Pauls Debonairs 

Pouna | Adorables 

Mary Priestman SYDNEY 


Harry Moreny 
Lioyd Martin 
Toni Lamond 
Maureen Helman 
Dancing Boys 


Tivoli ‘T) 7 

,H Sieman & Archie 
Daresco 3 

Lowe & Ladd 
Charley Wood Co 


Ballet Frank Cook 
MELBOURNE Susan Jeans 
Tivoli (T) 7 Renita Kramer 

Betty Driver Carlisle & Weldon 

Walton & O'Rourke Claudine Cheret 

Chevalier Bros | Chaddelis 

Jimae Co Show Girls 

Gene Jima2e | Nudes 

Norman Vaughan ' Ballet 

BRITAIN 
BIRMINGHAM t HACKNEY 

Hippodrome (M) 7 Empire ‘$) 7 

Max Miller Leon Cortez 

Bunty St Clair Doreen Harris 

Terry Hall Nat Gonella 

Newman Twins Rhodes & Lane 

3 Loose Screws Brad Cannon 

Mme Louise & Pets Peter Bilzir 

Donald B Stuart Miriam Pearse 

Mercia Owen j LEEDS 

Del Cortina i Empire ™) 7 
BLACKPOOL |Jack Lewis 
Palace (1) 7 | Tommy Rose 

4 Reambiers Sonny Dawkes 


Jo Jac & Joni 
Alan Clive 
Vaiettos 
Petsy Svivia 
Ken Morris 
Bobbie Kimber 
‘ A Alexis 
Scott 
BRIXTON 
Empress ‘!) 7 
George Truzzi 
iris Villiers 
Musical Derricks 
Ross & Ramara 
Hazel Sutton 
De Vere Lovlies 
CHELSEA 
Palace (1) 7 
Eddie Gray 
Arthur English 
D & J O'Gorman 
Maggie Fitzgibbon 
Clarkson & Leshe 
Inky Williams 
Sezton & O'Dell 
CHISwicK 
Empire (S$) 7 
Johnny Denis Co 


Billy 


c 
Alexander Tp 
Ralaguer 3 
Les Lopez 
Reeon & Royal 
Balmoral 4 
DERBY 
Hippedrome ($) 7 
Davy Kave 
Hazel Wilson 
Ken-Dorvilles 
Rockfelds 
Judy Lambert 
Harry Mullins 
Piccadilly Pin-ups 
EAST HAM 
Granada (1) 7 
P Hatten & Peggy 
P & J Nelson 
Vallee 
Duart 
Alex James & lrene 
Charles Hague 
Metropolitan (1) 7 
Dargie 5 
Alma Cogan 
Wilson Keppel & B 
4 Graham ros 
Arthur Haynes 
Renis 
Sensational 
Stirlings 
EDINBURGH 
Empire (M) ? 
Lee Lawrence 
Avis Dainton 
Harry Bailey 
McKenzie Reid & D 


Angelos 
& Earle 


Sis & Anton 


Merinis 


Mundy 

Oswinos 3 

Curzon 3 

FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (Mm) 7 

McAndrews & Mills 

Leo Fuld 

Rex Roper & Pat 

Ben Wrigley Co 

Tony & Ruby 

F Bamberger & P 

Allen Bros & June 

Stan Stennett 

GRIMSBY 

Palace (1) 7 

Yack Haig 

Ted Gafty 

Russell-Wright 

Neg Liovd 

R & J Penn 

Patricia Riley 

Tovee Terry 

Bunty Kennedy 

10 Dellarosa Girls 


4 Melle Macs 
Arthur Knotto 
Jackie Lester 
Ralph Humber 
Douglas Lester 
LIVERPOOL 
Empire ‘™ 7 
Carrol) - 
Violet Pretty 
Teen Agers 


2 Kelivs 
MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome 5) 7 


Bonar Collezno 
Diana Decker 
Gery Miller 
Len Marien 
| Shipway Twins 
/Wahhon & D 
Tattersall 
i Les ubpFes 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire .™ 7 
32 Monarchs 
Jack Jackson 
Joan Reean 
Freddie Sales 
Conway & Dey 
Victor Seaforth 
Les Marthvs 
Les Marvels 
Harry Worth 
NORTHAMPTON 
' New | 7 
Roy Lester 
Kenne Lucas 
Rov Walker 
Max Carole 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire Mm 7 
Frankie Vaughn 
Bernard Miles 
Favne & Evans 
Dawn White Ceo 
Joe Black 
2 Columbus 
Lorraine 
Western Stars 
Les Traversos 


PORTSMOUTH 
Royal (mM) 7 
De Vere 3 
Anne Shelton 
Nelson Bros 
Nat Jackleys Co 
Stan White & Ann 
5 Sk liners 


SCUNTHORPE 
Savoy ‘!) 7 
Morris & Cowley 
Johnson Clark 
Sereno & Jovy 
Vie Ray & Lucy 
3 Imps 
Honey Brown 
Danny Gray 
SUNDERLAND 
Empire (mM) 7 
Gladys Morten 
Eddie Arnold 
‘Tony Brent 
|Max Geldray 
Rusty 
|Dunn & Grant 
| Brien Andro 
Bobbie Collins 
Hayden & Day 


SWANSEA 

Empire (‘M) 7 
Eddie Lee 
Dump Harris 4 § 
Bernard Landy 
Billy Barr 
| Patricia Lee 
-Pat O'Brien 
E & J Webster 
Nixon & Dixon 
P & P Page 
Ron Parry 
Woodward & 

Cooper 





Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


Basin Street 
Lilly Christine 
Jana Mason 
Step Bros 
Phil Napoleon 
lose Melis Trio 
tBilly Taylor Frid 


Bive Angei 
Pat Carrol! 
Rose Murphy 
Sam Freeman 
Anita Ellis 
Chas De Forrest 


|} Bart Howard 
4 Sithmiy Lyon$ “Trfa 4 


! 


Horrors Norene Tate 


| 


Bon Solr 
Jimmie Daniels 


Garland Wilson 
Mae Barnes 
Kirkwood & 
Goodman 
Cafe Albert 
Serena Shaw 
Tex Gentry 
Frank Saunders 
Cafe Society D’ntwn 
Nancy Andrews 
Rivera 3 
Joya Sherrili 
Celebrity Club 
Alan Gale 
Freddie Stewart 
JI & J Williams 
Larry Foster 
Chateau Madrid 
Alberto Castiilo 
Pupi Campo Orc 
Copacabane 
Kean Sisters 
Norman Brooks 
Dunhills 
‘Jonathan Lucas 
Herb Fields 
 Durse Ore 
Frank Marti Ore 
Hotel Ambassador 
jules Lande Ore 
Hotel Astor 
Three Suns 
Hote! ~.itmore 
Gleb Yellin 


Hotel New Yorker 
Arnold Sheda 
‘oan Walden 
Dru & Dijon 
Ernie Rudy Ore 
A Rollini Trio 
Hotel Pierre 
Toni Arden 
_ & E Roberts 
Stanley Melba Ore 
Chico Relli Ore 
Hotel Pisze 
lary McCarty 
Linn & Alexander 
Ted Straeter Orc 
Motel Roosevet? 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Fote! St Regis 
R Courtwright 
vilt Shaw ore 
Horace Diaz Ore 
. Hotel Sherry- 
Netherland 
Juliana Larson 
Lesier Lanin Ore 
Jen Bruneseco Ore 
Hote! Stetier 
Russ Morgan Ore 
Hotel Teft 
Vincent lLope7 Ore 
tatin Quarter 


Franklin & Lane 


Mon Toy 

Ving Merlin 
Darvas & Julia 
Lee Sharon 
Rob Murray 

7 Ashtons 

Ruby Richards 
Art Wane! Ore 
B Herlowe Ore 
La Vie En Rose 
Johnnie Ray 


'Marshall & Farrell 
Marian Murray 
No | Fifth ave 


'Van Smith Ore 

Jovita Ore 

Bob Downey 

Harold Fonville 

Hazel Webster 
Old Roumanisen 

Sadie Bunks 

Sid Gary 

toe LaPorte Ore 

D'Aavila Ore 
Park Sheraton 

ij Irving Fields 


‘ *‘o2n Bishop 


Eddie Litwin 

Le Ruban Bleu 
Mort Lindsey 
Toppers 
Rita Dimitri 


| Bud McCreery 


Norman -Paris Trie 
Two Guitars 
Viedimir Rozhen 
Lubov Hamshay 
| Misha Uzdanoff 


}Senia Keraveeff 


Misha Markoff 
Town & Country 
La Playa Sextet 
Johnny Morris Ore 


| ‘Niece To See You’ 
Geortie Kaye 

Fay DeWitt 

Don Liberte 


| Al Norman 


‘Lou Nelson 

Derothy Keller 

Patti Ross 

| Linda Lombard 

Barbara Stewart 

| Caro) Obimart 

Salwatore Gioe Ore 

| Panchito Ore 

‘ Village Bern 
Tackie Jzy 

Devid Blight 
Holly Warren 
Zeb Carver Ore 
He! Grehem Ore 
Village Venguard 

Sylvia Sims 

'irwin Corey 

'C Williams Trio 
Weidorf-Astoria 

Esielita 

Rebert Maxwell 


Elly Ardetty N Brandwynne Ore 
L & M Murray “Tierha Borr Ore 
CHICAGO 
Bive Angel Maricich & 
‘ene Keily Peterson 
Tany Reman Dick Satter 
Neville Black Bil) Jordar 
Vel Nevaro N & J Walde 
,Crece Nichols Buddy Rust 
Bob WeDyek Trice Otie Clark 


, Jack 


| Tony 


Biseck Orchid 
Neve Ballard 
Bebby Short 
61 Morrissey 
Ken Sweet Trio 
De Castro Sis <3) 
K Stene Quartet 
1 Conrad Ders <5) 
Brien Farnen Ore 
Chamaco Band 
Conred Hilten Het’! 
Eileen CerroD 
Vargie Lee 
Seitz & Leichinger 
Mick Price 
Sid Krofft 
Kodell 


, Dennis & Darlene 
Boulevar-Dears 
F. Mrsters Orc. 

Cressreecs 
Lenny Colver 
Flaine Carvel 
Northerneires 


Dorethy 
Robert Lamouret 
T Wender & M 


y Ennis Ore 
Paimer Hovse 
Los Chavales OD 
Trini Reves « 

D La Selie Orch 


tOS ANGELES 


Ambassedor 
Carmen Cevallaro 
Judy & Froends 
Jerry Gray Ore 
Bend Bex 
Rose Marne 
Lenny Kent 
Del Rubio Sis 
Lerry Green 
Ber of Music 
Arthur L Sumpkins 
Dave Barry 
— Bradford Ore 
Biltmore Motel 
lohnay Johnston 
Bobby Sargent 


| Doodles 


Hote! Eileen O Dare 


Hel Derwin Ore 


Cire’s 


j Nellie Lutcher 


Amin Bros 

Dick Stabile Ore 

Bobby Ramos Ore 
Charley Foy's 

Weaver 

Jimmie Ames 

A Browne Ore 

Mocembe 

Mary Small 

E Oliver Ore 
Statier Hotel 

Nelson Eddy 


Ted Weems Ore 


MIAMI-MIAMI BEACH 


Black Orchid 
Hal Winters 
Lea Matthews 
Shaye Cogan 
tack Kerr 
Ril Trent 
Mimi Laurie 

Bar of Music 
Bill Jerdan 
Marlin 
Gina Valenta 
Joy Hedges 
Fred Thompson 

Clover Club 
Patti Page 
Guy Marks 
Eleanor Luckey 
fed Lawne 
Lopez Ore 


'Selma Marlowe Line 


Woody Woodbury 


Antone & Ina 
Sid Stanley Ore 
| Joe Harnell 

Leon & Eddie's 
Myra Davis 
Chuck Fontaine 
Acres O'Reilly 
Green Hair Girl 
Jackie Gordon 
Billy Austin 
Nancy Kent 
Chariotte Waters 
tsin Gray 
Ralph Gilbert 
Sens Sovci 
Mary Meade 
} Arne Barnett 
Sacaras Ore 
, Ann Herman Ders 
| Saxony eter 
Estelle Loring 
Tano & Dee 

Val Olman Ore 
Helene . 
‘Tony De La Crus 


Metei 


LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 


Nautilus Hote: 

Patsy Abbott 
Desert inn 

“Minsky’s Follies” 
Paul Gilbert 
De la Rosa 5 
Donn Arden Dners 
Cariton Hayes Ore 
| Et Cortez 
Jeanne Welborn 


Eddie Skrivanek 6 
El Rencho Vegas 
G & S MacRae 
Zerby's 
Dot Dee Dners 
Bob Ellis Orc 
Buddy Hackett 
Flamingo 
Kay Starr 
Lancers 
Ganjou Bros & J 
Barbara Perry 
S Felix Prod 
rorris Brand Ore 
Last Frontier 
Dorothy Shay 


, «Continued 


Allen & DeWood 

Radio Rogues 

Deviwn Dners 

Dick Gregory 

Garwood Van Ore 
Golden Nugget 

ish Kabibble 

i Reggie Rymal 

Roguettes 

Joe Venuti Ore 


Sands 
“Student Prince” 
Ray Sinatra Ore 

Sahara 
Dolores Gray 
Gene Baylos 
Szony's 


Revelers 5 
Sa-Harem Dners 
Cee Davidson Ore 

Silver Slipper 
Hank Henry 
Sparky Kaye 
‘Lisa Starr 
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) ° 9 Typed! 
Road Biz Off $2,277,400 In Season's po, three years Robert 


manager for “A Streetcar 
Named Desire,” which is an- 
other way of saying he was 
“father confessor” to the coim- 


First Half; Playing Weeks Also Drop) 


Road biz for the first 26 weeks + In Kazan's current | film 
of this season hit a new low for | ¢ . D ed 19 657 production, “Waterfront” now 
recent years. Estimated take at the } Hour ropp ; 


shooting on the New York and 
season’s midway mark was 
First 53 Wks. on Tour 


| New Jersey docks, he has cast 
proximately 25% below last | Downing as the waterfront 
receipts for the same period. Total pee ; . : 

was $7,847,400, represeniing a| “Children’s Hour,” Kermit 

drop of $2,277,400. | Bloomgarden’s revival of the Lil- 








—$—$——$—$ 








priest—still the “father con- 
fessor.” 
ording to available figures, | lien Hellman melodrama, lost $19.- a 
icineeunt calniiiane during the 657 on the first five-and-a-half al J b 
jnitial half of the ’52-'53 season| weeks of its recent road tour, qui 9 0 
reached an estimated gross of} through Nov. 7. That included $10,- 
$10,124,800, which topped the 26- | 686 operating loss and $8,971 pre- . 
week tallies of the previous three | liminary tour expense. Show fold- 
seasons. Estimates for those pe-'ed last Saturday (5). GW @ Nn 
riods were $8,468,400 ('51-’52),| The revival, which represented a 
eee ee, hamervek wane alt | wect sunea it yoaed 1 Sraatess | Sees. ot. te aieenay fee 
(49-50). Totals, however, w ‘ ray | : 
below the ‘48-49 figure of $11,-| run last spring, was thus $44,894 | Actors Equity, to succeed Rebecca 
136.300 for the first half of the in the red as of Nov. 7. The show Brownstein, is now wide open. 
season. 
Playing weeks for the 26-week 
period, from June 6, '53 to Nov.) 
28, also dipped below the totals of | 
previous years. Touring presenta- , 
tions during the initial half of this | 


grossed $76,513 for the five-and-a- | Union council was unable to make 


_half weeks’ period coveréd in the | 


accounting. For three weeks since | 

then, it has been in Chicago, earn- 

ing a small operating profit. 
There has not yet been any re- 


season had an accumulative total turn of capital to the backers. 


58 below the 399 recorded for the 
same period tast year. Figures for 
previous seasons were '51-'52 (348), | 
*50-'51 (433), °49-'50 (385) and °48- 
*49 (539). 

Peak number of shows this sea- | 
gon was accounted for the week} 
ending Oct. 10, when receipts from | 
28 presentations were scored. Top} 
gross for the first haif of the sea- 
son was a'so registered that week, | 
with combined takes totalling 
$547,400. Of the 28 productions, 10 
were pre-Broadway tryouts. There 
were only three other weeks when 
the total number of shows on the 


(Continued on page 72) 


EXTRA TOOTERS SCOTCH 
SPIKE’S B’WAY TRY IDEA 


Excessive costs that would have 
made a Broadway booking eco-_ 
nomically unfeasable was the pri- 
mary reason for the scotching of 
plans to bring Spike Jones’ ““Musi- 
cal Insanities of 1954"" into the 
46th Street Theatre later this 
month. Archie Thompson, Rita Al-| 
len and Alexander H. Cohen had 
planned to sponsor the attraction 
on Broadway, but decided with the 
bandleader to cancel the project. 

Major stumbling block was the 
requirement that Jones use 23 pit 
musicians in addition to his regu- 
lar 12-man crew. With the extra 
tooters on the payroll, the attrac- 
tion would have had to do capacity 
biz to make a profit at a $4.80 
top, apd Jones wasn't in favor of 
playing at a higher b.o. scale. 


Walking ‘Carmen’ Tenor 
Signs With Philly Co. 


Philadelphia, Dec. 8. 

David Poleri, the tenor who hit 
nationwide headlines by walking 
offstage in a huff in Chicago in 
the final act of “Carmen,” to let 
the heroine die a stabbed-less natu- 
ral death, has been signed by the 
Philadelphia LaScala Opera Co. for 
its Dec. 30 performance of “La Bo- 
heme” in the Academy of Music. 

The 29-year-old Chestnut Hill. 
Pa., singer will take the part of 
Rudolfo. Terms of the contract 
were not revealed but La Scala} 
manager Humbert A. Pelosi said | 
Poleri would be paid an amount | 
“substantially higher’ than he re- 
ceived in Chicago, 

Poleri attributed his “lamenta- : 
ble behavior” at the Chicago per- 
formance Nov. 19 to personal dif- | 
ferences with Joseph Rosenstock, 
general director of the touring New | 


of 341 playing weeks, which was| 








‘ York City Opera Co. and conductor | 


of the pit orchestra that night. If 
the Philly performance runs 
through without a hitch, Poleri is | 
slated for the lead lyric tenor roles 
with LaScala for remainder of sea- | 
son, Pelosi said. 





Las Vegas Opera House | 


. . | 

Seeks Legit Bookings | 

Las Vegas, Dec. 8. | 

Following a reconstruction and | 
remodeling job, the El Rancho} 
Vegas Opera House here will be- | 
gin housing legit attractions some- 
time this month. Theatre will be | 





Atkinson in Tribute To 
O’Neill; Never His Like 
Before, or After, in Legi 


Eugene O'Neill “transformed the 
American theatre from a silly craft 
into a seriously intended art.” ac- 
cording to N. Y. Times drama 
critic Brooks Atkinson. In a guest 
spot last Friday night (4) on the 


“Stage Struck” radio series over. 
CBS, the N. Y. Times drama critic | 


rated O'’Neill’s “Desire Under the 


. Elms” and “Mourning Becomes 


Electra” as masterpieces. 


Text of Atkinson’s eulogy, me- 
morializing the dramatist who died 


Nov. 27 at the age of 65, follows in | 


part: 

“I suppose O’Neill was one of 
the amateurs when his one-act 
plays were being done in the 
Wharf Theatre+in Provincetown in 
the summer and in what came to 
be known as the Provincetown 
Theatre in MacDougall St., N. Y., 
in the winter. But he was certain- 
ly a professional when he put on 
“Beyond the Horizon” uptown in 
1919. He received the Pulitzer 


, prize for the first of his full- 


length dramas, and he received two | 
(Continued on page 72) 


RUSSELL WINDING SOCK 
SOLO CONCERT TOUR 


Anna Russell, concert come- 
aienne who was briefly on Broad- 
way this fall with a legit revue, 
has been scoring solidly in a short 





autumn season on the concert stage | 
again as a solo. Last week, singer | 
gave three concerts in Chi’s Kim- | 


ball Hall (4-5-6), for standees at 
each date. Booking was an outright 
scale, as was the previous SRO date 
at Symphony Hall, Boston, Nov. 19. 


On Nov. 27, in Carnegie Hall, | 


N.Y., Miss Russell grossed a near- 
capacity $4,500. 


Dates tonight (Wed.) in Pitts-! 
burgh and tomorrow in Philadel- | 


phia wind the fall tour. 


Wilbur Evans Back In 





N.Y. on B’way Show Hunt 


Wilbur Evans, who’s been vaca- 
tioning in Rome since closing re- 
cently in ‘South Pacific” in Lon- 


con, planed to New York over the | 


weekend to discuss an unspecified 
new Broadway show. | 

His wife, Susanna Foster, is re- | 
maining in Rome with their two. 
small boys, for a series of opera | 
appearances. | 





Israeli Drama to Open | 
40th Folksbine Season | 


“The Struggle for the Negeb,” 
new Jewish drama by Yegal Mo- | 
senson, staged by Abraham Ninio, | 
will open the 40th consecutive sea- | 
son of the Folksbine, a Yiddish | 
acting group, at the Radin Thea- | 
tre, on New York’s East Side, Sat- 
urday (12). 

The play, which was first pro- | 
duced in Hebrew by the Habima | 


operated by Rom Douglas, who has | Theatre in Tel Aviv, was trans- 
staged acts for such performers as | lated by Zwi Stock for presentation | 
Joanne Gilbert and Lili St. Cyr. | here by the Folksbine players, It) 

Douglas is pitching spot at will run 16 weeks, with perform- | 
Broadway producers as a tryout ances on Saturday evenings and | 
location for musicals, 


| Sunday matinee and evenings only. | 


a choice last week between two 
remaining candidates, Sidney Cohn 
;}and Godfrey Schmidt, so it de- 
| cided to re-explore the entire field 
| of availabilities. 


With a quarterly membership 
meeting Friday afternoon (11) at 
the Astor Hotel, N. Y., the situa- 
tion is expected to come up for 
| discussion on the floor, with Miss 
| Brownstein’s adherents making a 
' bid to have her reconsidered for 
| the assignment, At the last mem- 
| bership session, a resolution was 
| adopted urging her retention as at- 
| torney at the existing $19,000 fee. 
However, when the council went 
,; ahead with a reduction to about 
| $13,500, Miss Brownstein exited. 


Committee headed by Lee Tracy, 
subbing for chairman Maurice 
| Evans (who is temporarily inactive 
because of a television commit- 
ment in addition to his regular 
, legit assignment in “Dial M For 
Murder”), has been screening at- 
torney prospects, but had not 
boiled down the list for submis- 
sion to the council in time for the 
regular meeting yesterday (Tues.). 
| However, it decided that neither 
Cohn nor Schmidt would be con- 
sidered again. 

A. Frank Reel and George J. | 
Mintzer, the other two included | 
among the four names offered to | 
the council two weeks ago, are. 
being considered again. Both are | 
now regarded as outside prospects, 
however. The committee has spe- | 
cifically voted not to consider any | 
, “theatrical lawyers” among the 
| names to be submitted to the coun- 
cil. 

At the council meeting two 
weeks ago, Mintzer and then Reel 
were eliminated. On subsequent 
ballots Cohn received 19 votes to 


10 for Schmidt, but when neither | 
candidate got the necessary two-| 


thirds majority, the final selection 
| was postponed until last week. 
When that meeting also dead- 
locked, both candidates were 
thrown out and the matter was re- 
ferred back to committee. 


Ohio Sheet Gives Bonus 





Columbus, Dec. 8. 

The Columbus Citizen is keeping 
up interest in its twice-a-year the- 
| atre party trains to New York by 
| giving away orchestra tickets to 
performances here this week of 
“Little Jessie James” at the Hart- 
man. 


Paper has run two spring tours, 
'and one tour this fall, to Manhat- 
tan. It is planning another theatre 
train for an unannounced date next 
i spring. Approximately 150 tickets 





'to “Little Jessie James’ were pur- 


chased and handed gratis to former | 


patrons of the Citizen theatre par- 
ties. 





Metropolitan Opera House Asst. G.M. 


John Gutman 


puts accent on the new 
show biz flavor 


The Met Is On 
Broadway Too 


* * * 

an interesting editorial feature in the 

48th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 
DUE SOON 


To Theatre Party Patrons | 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Engagement of the Paul Gregory-produced “John Brown’s Body” at 
‘the Rensselear Polytechnic Inst. ute in Troy, N. Y., last week had a 
special significance for managing d.vector H. L. (Jack) Garren, who 
for the 16 years of his tenure as manager of the Olympia Arena in 
Lake Placid, led the annual pilgrimmage of the John Brown Memorial 
Assn., of Philadelphia, to the abolitionist’s grave in nearby Mount Elba. 
The State of New York maintains the farm site. Garren’s wife deliv- 
ered the address at the placing of a tablet on the grave of Mary PRrown 
in 1941. Mount Elba was the northern terminal of the underground 
route for escaping slaves. Curiously, the RPI Field House presenta- 
tion (Dec. 2) came on the 94th anniversary of Brown’s hanging in 
Charlestown, W. Va., after he had been convicted of treason by a pro- 
slavery court. This followed his attempt, with 21 men (including two 
of his sons) to storm the Harper’s Ferry arsenal, in a desperate bid to 
arm southern slaves. 





Backers of “His and Hers,” the Albert Selden-Morton Gottlieb pro- 
duction of Fay and Michael Kanin’s comedy starring Celeste Holm and 
Robert Preston, include stage manager-production assistant Billy 
Mathews, $600; Shirley Mellner, representing a syndicate of CBS of- 
fice staffers, $600; co-producer Selden, $600; his father and mother, 
Lynde and Muriel Selden, $1,200 and $2,400, respectively; mag photog 
Martha Holmes, wife of legit manager Arthur Waxman, $600; Harold 
Stehle, treasurer of the Royale Theatre, N. Y., $900; legit producer 
and TV-radio commentator Kenneth Banghart, $1,200; souvenir pro- 
gram agent Al Greenstone, $1,200; TV producer Max Liebman, $1,200; 
theatrical attorney Jess Moss, representing undisclosed clients, $1,200; 
Ruth Green, secretary of the League of N. Y. Theatres, representing 
a syndicate, $1,800, and theatrical attorney Michael Halperin, repre- 
senting the William Morris agency, $1,800. Venture is capitalized at 
$60,000, with provision for 20% overcall. 





Final performance of the abortive “Our Town” revival on the Coast 
last week was given by the actors on a free basis, but with Equity’s 
blessing. Thesps had asked the union for permission to do the per- 
formance at Pasadena Civic Auditorium because the show’s other six 
performances were away from the Hollywood area, and the Pasadena 
date was their only showcase possibility. Revival of “Our Town" 
marked the intial effort of American Theatre Arts, which had an- 
nounced a series of four touring productions for California. Budget 
of $30,000 disappeared almost immediatelly, however, resulting in the 
shutdown of “Our Town” after six unsatisfactory dates. ATA is now 
attempting to revise its financial structure to attempt another pro- 
duction early next year. 





P. G. Wodehouse and Guy Bolton collaborate on musicals and plays 
as though their minds were one, whereas many collaborators are ready 
to call it quits “in the second year,” the pair said in an interview 
with Mary Margaret McBride over ABC last Thursday (3). They ap- 
peared on the afternoon program to discuss their book, “Bring on 
| the Girls.” Wodehouse made the observation about the synchroniza- 
j}ation of their mental “machinery,” and Bolton commented about 
| the usual dissolution of collaborating teams, in dissatisfaction or anger. 
| There was a reference during the exchanges to Gilbert & Sullivan. Bol- 
| tion concluded that he and Wodehouse could continue to contribute to the 
| theatre and at least write a swan song. 








Assn. of Theatrical Press Agents & Mgrs. won a quick victory in its 
| first show of strength on the Coast. Union earlier this year threatened 
to picket Maurice Schwartz unless he signed an ATPAM pressagent 
and won its point. Last week, when negotiations failed, APTAM 
pickets paraded around the Marcal Theatre for 15 minutes and 
promptly won a contract with the producers of ‘Brooklyn, U. S. A.,” 
who hired Jack Proctor to handle publicity for the revival. It was the 


first time in the history of the union on the Coast that pickets had 
been called out. 





Anne Woll, who's been handling press for the Spanish Theatre at 
the Broadhurst, N. Y., translating Hispano copy into English, etc., pulls 
| a switch next month. She’s leaving Monday (14) for Puerto Rico, to be 
| p.a. for the Group 20 Players, invited by the government to the U. of 
| Puerto Rico for a six-week session of plays in English, starting Jan. 

25. Troupe will do “Androcles and the Lion,” “Taming of the Shrew” 
_and “Saint Joan,” for first English presentations there. And Miss Woll’s 
job will now be to translate English copy into Spanish, etc. 





Bruce Bliven Jr. has made the standard number of boners in “How 
_to Be an Angel.” an article on legit financing, in the current issue of 
Esquire mag. It’s a readable piece, but misleading. Just one instance: 
“If an angel or a syndicate had put $1,000 into all of the 54 '52-’53 sea- 
| son’s (Broadway) shows, betting on every horse in the race, the invest- 


| ment would have been profitable.” Profitable to whom? Not the 
backers, 





Number of Theatre Guild-American Theatre Society subscribers in 
Milwaukee this season has reached 2,332, not 1,594, as reported last 
week. Latter figure, given out by TG-ATS representatives, was cor- 
| rect as of a couple of weeks ago, but has been increased by the sub- 


| sequent signing of members. Last season’s subscriber total in Mil- 
waukee was 3,872. 





A new pop, “His & Hers,” based on the upcoming Broadway legiter 
of the same title, has been written by Albert Selden, the play’s pro- 
ducer, and Ruth Aarons, manager of Celeste Holm, costar of the play. 


The tune is not part of the play but may be used as a promotional idea. 
Alec Templeton Music is publishing. 


‘Romeo & Juliet’ on LP 
In Appealing Version 





—_———-—_— 


TOURING ‘HARVEY,’ WITH 
FAY, TO OPEN ON COAST 











New RCA Victor longplay al- 
|bum of ‘Romeo and Juliet” is an 
interesting, appealing production. 
It presents the Old Vic Co., not 
| with the all-star cast of some re- 
cent diskings, but with a compe- 
; tent company headed by an inter- 
|esting pair of youngsters as the 
ill-starred lovers. 

Claire Bloom, highlighted in the 
recent “Limelight” and ‘‘Man Be- 
| tween” pix, who did Juliet for Old 
Vic last fall, repeats here for a 
youthful-sounding, attractive per- 
|formance. Alan Badel as Romeo is 
| Slightly subdued and even-toned, 
| but still convincing. 
Hugh Hunt, as producer, has 
‘handled details well. There’s good 
diction and natural rather than 
declamatory speech from the cast, 
which is to the good. Satisfactory 
'support comes from Lewis Cassofi, 
the Friar; Athene Seyler, a warm, 
| hearty nurse; Laurence Payne, as 
i Tybalt, and others. Bron. 





Edward Choate and George Ross 
will produce a touring edition of 
“Harvey” on the Coast, with Frank 
Fay repeating in his original 
Broadway role. Fay will also stage 
the Mary Chase comedy, which 
will open in Santa Barbara, Cal., 
Dec. 29, moving to San Francisco 
the following night. An engage- 
ment in Los Angeles is slated to 
begin Jan. 25. Venture is being 
financed at $20,000. 

Enid Markey will be featured 
in the role originally created by 
Josephine Hull. Emmett Callahan 
will be” company manager and 
Paul Foley stage manager. Sam 
Stratton will flack for the Pulitzer 
Prize play, which ran for 1,775 
performances on Broadway. Cho- 
ate and Ross, incidentally. were 
| represented on Broadway recently 
‘by “Gently Does It,” which folded 
Nov. 28 after 37 performances. 
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Bway Flops Pay Off—With Amateur 
Orgs; Non-Pros Angle For N.Y. Shows 


By JESSE GROSS 
Broadway flops sometimes pay 
off—at least for the authors. Fail- 
ure of a play on Broadway appar- 
ently doesn’t hold toc much weight 
with amateur producing organiza- 


VARIETY 


Delay ‘Dancer’ Till Fall 
For Script Workover 


Production of “The Fancy 
Dancer,” slated for eariy spring by 
| Aldrich & Myers, has been post- 
poned until next fall. The author 
has returned to the coast to work 
on script revisions. 

Meanwhile, A & M are readying 
productions on “Dear Charles,” to 
star Annabella, and “The Wooden 


LEGITIMATE 69 


‘News Strike No Cloud to B way B.0.; 
Healthy Effect Re Critical Impact 
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Shutdown of six of the seven 
| New York dailies the last 10 days, 
|due to the photo-engravers union 
| strike, had tittle perceptible effect 
'on the Broadway boxoffice. It’s 


Harvard Cites Shirley 
Boston, Dec. 8. 

Declaring Shirley Booth the 

most nearly representative of 


What’s the Use? 


Bert McCord, legit reporter 
of the N. Y. Heraid Tribune, 


tions. Because of this, playwrights 
are still able to cash in on Main 
Stem foldos via non-pro presenta- 
tions in community theatres, high 
schools and colleges. Although 
royalty payments on amateur pro- 
ductions are minute compared to 
Broadway percentages, it’s ‘under- 
stood an author’ can rake in sev- 
eral thousand dollars a year on a 
pop property. ‘ 

Pointing up the amateur orgs’ 
disregard of the treatment ac- 
corded a play on Broadway are the 
numerous productions being given 
to two of John Patrick’s recent fail- 
ures. Patrick’s “Curious Savage” 
and “Lo and Behold,” which were 
flops during the ’50-’51 and °51-52 
seasons, respectively, are both be- 
ing widely produced on the non- 
pro circuit. Former work is cur- 
rently one of the most popular 
items available for amateur presen- 
tation. Patrick is also doing okay 
via non-pro offerings of his “Hasty 
Heart,” which was a Broadway hit 
a number of years ago. Playwright 
is currently cashing in on Broad- 
way with “Teahouse of the August 
Moon.” 

Other plays that didn’t fair too 
well on Broadway but have since 
become good bets for the amateur 
group are “Here Today,” “Por- 
trait in Black,” “Gramercy Ghost,” 
“Jenny kissed Me,” “Mr. Barry's 
Etchings,” “The Young and Fair,” 
“Laura” and “Buy Me Blue Rib- 
bons.” 

‘Giants’ Steps Out 

Almost immediately after “Take 

a Giant Step” was made available 


(Continued on page 72) 


Tea’ Gets Entire 
606 Sugar Back 


With the return of $30,000 capi- 
tal to the backers last week, “Tea 
and Sympathy” has repaid its en- 
tire $60,000 investment and earned 
a profit of $12,442. It is playing 
to standee-limit trade and netting 
about $7,400 a week at the Barry- 
more, N. Y., where it opened 
Sept. 30. 

The Playwrights Co.-Mary K. 
Frank production of Robert Ander- 
son’s drama involved $51,579 and 
made $7,344 tryout profit, bring- 
ing the opening night cost in New 
York to $44,235. Operating profit 
for the eight-and-a-half weeks on 
Broadway through Nov. 28 was 
$57,302. 

After repayment of its $60,000 
backing, the Deborah Kerr starrer 
had assets of $8,400 in bonds and 


deposits and $4,042 available for 
reserve. 


Canada Critic Raps 


Agency ‘Stranglehold’ 
On US.-Brit. Plays 


Ottawa, Dec. 8. 
Lauretta Thistle, Ottawa Eve- 
ning Citizen music-drama critic, 
wrote in a recent Saturday col- 
umn: “The stranglehold which 
US. and British play agencies 














| 


have on Canadian theatres is caus- | 


ing yet another change in the pro- 
gram of the Little Theatre. ‘My 
Sister Eileen,’ planned for spring 
production, has to be dropped, be- 
cause the play forms the basis for 
the musical ‘Wonderful Town,’ 
and the agents will not release the 
rights. The reasoning is presum- 
ably that recent production of the 
play might jeopardize the box- 
office business of a touring com 
Pany of the musical. Since ‘Won- 
derful Town’ will probably be in 
New York until kingdom come, 
and since in any case Ottawa gets 


an average of one touring play} 


every two years, the reasoning 
Seems a little strained.” 


Ottawa Little Theatre, long-es- | 


tablished high-standard amateur 
group, opened season with the 
Anita Loos-Colette “Gigi,” then 
Cropped Odets’ “Country Girl” be- 
Cause of casting snags and subbed 
Sidney Kingsley’s 
Story” last week. 


| 





| 
| 


| 


“Detective | 








the ultimate-ideal of people in 
show biz, officers of Harvard’s 
Hasty Pudding Club have 
elected the actress as the out- 
standing woman of the year. 

Club presented a citation to 
Miss Booth which reads in 
part: “For the past few years 
Shirley Booth, through dili- 
gent work and excellent per- 
formance, has proved herself 
the foremost actress of the 
American stage. She repre- 
sents the ideal towards which 
we of the younger generation, 
interested in the theatre, are 
striving.” 


‘Sabrina’ In Black 
By Mid-January 


“Sabrina 








Fair,” new Samuel 


Taylor comedy, now in its fifth | 
week on Broadway, is due to get. 


into the black by about the second 
week in January. Playwrights Co. 


Dish,” to be staged by Herman 
Shumlin, while the production of 
F. Hugh Herbert’s “A Girl Can 
a is current at the Royale, 





was the most frustrated man in 
New York this week. With 
all the other dailies shut down 
by the photo-engravers’ union 
strike, McCord had the only 
drama column in town, so 
everything he wrote was ex- 
clusive. 





Hunter Singing-Dancing 
Concert-Hall Package Of 
18 Is Set as Experiment 


A tabloid folklore musical, com- | 
bining singing and dancing and a/' 
book, has been put together as a | 


Columbia Artists Mgt. ‘(Community | 
Concerts series) package by legit | 
stage director Mary Hunter. Com- | 
prising 14 performers and four | 
musicians, company is now in re- 
hearsal in Manhattan, and will 
open Jan. 4 at Malvern, L. I. Bill- | 
ing is “Mary Hunter’s Musical | 
| Americana” and the package is a 
| first attempt to meet the fact that | 
present-day concert audiences want | 
|*more for their money” than just 
solo recitals unless the names are | 
| Of smash impact. 


Choreography of Jerome Rob- 





| bins, material by Paul Green, and 


roduction, which o ’ _ musical arrangements of Baldwin | 
- the National. NY “— pat | Bergersen have been incorporated. | 


repaid $20,000 of its $50,000 invest- 
ment. 


Margaret Sullavan-Joseph Cotten | 


starrer involved $57,210 produc- | 


tion cost, earned $10,876 on a/! 
$155,970 gross during its five-week | 
tryout tour and had $5,645 pre-| 
liminary expense in New York, so. 


Talent 
| Margaret Cuddy, John Reardon, 
|Keith Chalmers, Francelia Ken- 


includes Ray Harrison, | 


nedy and James Tarbutton. 
Performance will be a two-hour 
revue with folk, traditional and, 
“parlor” music, and humor. Pio- 
neering venture is being closely 


its actual opening night nut was|@tched in the hope it may open 


$51,979. First three weeks on 
Broadway grossed $87,696, for an 
operating profit of $8,997. 

In addition, the show’s share 


was $27,000 of the $75.000 down) 


payment on the pre-production sale 
of the film rights to Paramount 
So that left $15,982 to be recouped 
as of Nov. 28. Figuring on a weekly 
operating profit of about $3,500, 
plus the show’s $540 share of the 
$1,500 weekly bonus from the film 
rights, the production would have 
earned back the balance of its nut 
by Dec. 26. However, the pre- 
Christmas week layoff will cost 
an estimated $10,000, which will 
take two-and-a-half more weeks to 
reeoup. 

After payment of the _ initial 
$20,000 return to the backers, the 
assets of the venture included 
$13,350 bonds and deposits, plus 
$668 available for reserve. 





The Vienna Academy of Music 
Chorus will give its debut New 
as recital at Town Hall Sunday 


. 








;}up new type attractions for the 
concert stage. Humphrey Doulens , 
_is handling the project for the 
Coppicus, Schang & Brown di- 
vision of Columbia. Company will 
| tour by bus and is booked to the 
| Coast and back by May. 


‘ 


New Jeffers Script For 
Experimental N.Y. Bow 


| Ramon de Alba, president of 
| Alba Associates, has optioned Rob- 
jinson Jeffers’ newest script, “The 
Cretan Woman” and will present 
‘it as an experimental theatre pro- 
| duction in N. Y. Newest offering of 
| Jeffers, who wrote “Medea” and 
\“The Tower of Tragedy,” in his 
dramatization of Greek mythologi- 
cal characters based on the Hip- 
| polytus of Euripides. 
As a companion piece, Alba will 
| present a choreographic work with 
!a symphony background. Alba is 
|a N. Y. public relations counsel. He 
'starts casting the Jeffers play this 
| week. 





However, with the HT de- 
clining ads and limiting itself 
to an eight-page paper to con- 
serve newsprint for its vastly 
increased circulation, McCord 
was limited to a couple cf 
sticks of type a day. 


Gallic Crix Irked 
By Bway Brush 


New York correspondents of 
Paris newspapers and _ French | 
radio are burning at their inability | 
to get passes to Broadway shows. ! 
They assert that their editors are | 
aroused over the situation and 
may try to retaliate by pressuring . 
Parisian theatre managements to 
bar U. S. correspondents there. 

In most instances, the French 
scribes claim, they're given a 
brushoff by Broadway pressagents 
on the ground that press coverage 
in Paris papers means nothing at 
the boxoffice here. In the few 
cases where they get passes, they 
add, it’s so long after the opening | 
that the show is no longer news. 
This is particularly galling, it’s ex- | 
plained, in regard to plays of 
French authorship or with French- 








, born stars. 


As an example. New York cor-: 
respondents of French papers and | 
radio were unable to get into 
“Kind Sir.’ in which Charles | 
Boyer is costarred with Mary Mar- | 
tin. However, they appealed to 
the French actor personally. and 
he turned over his own house 
seats to them for successive per- 


_formances, assuming the expense 


himself. They were irate at that 
however, as unfair to Boyer and 
to them. 

In an effort to arouse public at- 
tention to the situation, three of 
the correspondents wrote a letter 
of protest last week to Brooks 
Atkinson, drama critic of the N. Y 
Times, asking him to give the mat- 
ter “thoughtful attention.” pre- 
sumably with the idea of airing it 
in the paper. Signers were Pierre 
Crenesse, U. S. director of the 
French Broadcasting System and 
correspondent for Le Parisien 
Libere; Georges-Henri Martin, cor- 
respondent of France-Soir, and 
| Leo Sauvage, of Le Figaro. 
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‘figured likely to have a delayed 


impact, however, and otherwise 


' proved an inconvenience. 


Contrary to expectations, there 
was no drop in attendance, ad- 
vance buying at the boxoffice, or 
mail orders. Although the post- 
Thanksgiving week traditionally 
marks the start of the pre-Christ- 
mas b.o. slump and the weather 
was generally adverse, particular- 
ly on the weekend, receipts for 
virtually all current shows actu- 


ally went up. 


In the case of “Kismet,” the 
lack of published reviews by the 
firststring daily critics was offset 


| by television-radio exploitation ar- 


ranged by pressagent Barry Hyams 
and the Larry Weiner agency. 
Most spectacular item in this cam- 
paign was an after-premiere TV 
show over WNBT, New York, with 
Steve Allen as mc. and a flock of 
name guests raving over the mu- 
sical. 

Other TV-AM promotion includ- 
ed review-comment by various tele 
and radio columnists and over-the- 
coffee-cups gabbers, guest appear- 
ances on assorted programs, par- 
ticularly by producer and co- 
author Charles Lederer and N. Y. 
Herald Tribune critic Walter F. 


| Kerr in a high-temperature inter- 


view by Dave Garroway on the 
“Today” video series the morning 
after the opening. 

Hyams also arranged for a 


(Continued on page 72) 


Douse ‘Flame-Out’ 
With $45,000 Loss 


e Washington. Dec. 8. 

Folding of “Flame-Out™ at the 
Shubert Theatre here Saturday (5) 
represented a loss of approximate- 
ly $45,000 on the production. There 
was no limited partnership setup 
on the offering, which was siated 
to have opened on Broadway at the 
Lyceum Theatre tonight ‘Tues.). 
Financing of the presentation was 
undertaken by Wayne-Fellows. Inc., 
Coast film producing outfit. 

Play, which was written and 
staged by legit-film actor Alan 
Mowbray. opened at the Parsons, 
Hartford, Nov. 12 and had an out- 
of-town run of 28 performances. 

roduction loss was minimized due 
to a Government loan of costumes 
and equipment. Play was espe- 
cially written by Mowbray for the 
UL. S. Air Foree, and for nearly a 
vear had played military installa- 
tions with a soldier cast. 


Mgt. Blowup Highlights 
Memphis Arena Week: 
McCulloch Bows Out 


Memphis. Dec. 8 

Memphis’ Arena Theatre had a 
blowup in frontoffice managemént 
and policy last week. The big beef, 
which spotlighted new owner Wy- 
att Dickerson and Arena Theatre 
founder and originator Sam Mc- 
Culloch, literally overshadowed the 
boff $5,900 gross for the theatre's 
preem week, which starred Donald 
Cook in “The Moon Is Blue.” 

McCulloch, who turned in his 
resignation while Dickerson was in 
Washington, preferred not to give 
his reasons for taking a powder in 


“Te- 








a huff. He said he hoped the the- 
atre would “remain in Memphis as 
a permanent institution under any 
name or any management—theatre 
is theatre.” 


Dickerson, who assumed control 
of the Memphis project with his 
two wealthy oil partners. Eugene 
Owens of Washington and Richard 
Cowell of New York, claimed Mce- 
Culloch was let out. 

McCulloch, who was encounter- 
ing financial problems towards op- 
erating the 1953-54 theatre here, 
sold Dickerson and his partners on 
the Memphis proposition during 
the past summer. 

Dickerson announced that he had 


| signed Isabelle Jones, producer of 


(Continued on page 72) 
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Plays on Broadway 


Kismet 


harles Lederer presentation of Edwin 
- production of operetta in two oe 
(4 scenes), with music from Alexander 
Borodin; adaptation and lyrics, Robert 
Wright and George Forrest; book, Lederer 
and Luther Davis, based on Edward naen. 
lock play of same title. Stars Aares 
Drake; features Doretia Morrow, Richer 
Kiley, Joan Diener, Henry Calvin, Phi ip 
Coolidge, Beatrice Kraft, ‘Truman Gaige. 
Florence Lessin. Production directed by 
Albert Marre: dances and musical num- 
bers staged by Jack Cole: scenery and 
costumes, Lemuel Ayers; lighting, Peggy 
Clark; orchestra and choral arrangement®, 
Arthur Kay; msical conductor, ouis 
Adrian. At Zietfeld, N.Y., Dec. 3, 95 
7.20 top ($8.10 openin?). 
| ead of Mosque Richard Oneto 


Muezzins Cerald Cardoni, Kirby Smith 
Ralph Strane, Louis Polace 
Doorman ..... Jack Mei Ling 


: eee Farle MacVeigh,. Reberi 
—* Lamont, Rodolfo Silva 
ORRP 2. cee cc eseees _.... Philin Coolidge 
» ST eer Alfred Drake 
Marsinah ........+e-e8-- Doretta Morrow 


: Kirby Smith 
i jan tacectaes Truman Gaisge 
Street Dancer ......... Florence Lessin~ 
ME Si ic awk a cueenenes Jack Dodds 
pn Peer eeee Mare Wilder 


angle Man sehen Richard Oneto 
Chiet Policeman ..... Tom Charlesworth 
2d Policeman Hal Hackett 
Wazir of Police .......-- s a same 
Yazir’s Guar ..-. Siev y. 
Wazir’s Guards ..... a a 
.,...” Joan Diener 
’ Marie Lzmm. 
John a 
ine s of Ababu Patr'cia mn, 
ee = Bonnie Evans. Reiko Sato 
Caliph Richard Kiley 
Slave Girls C»rol Ohm ort, Joyce Polmer. 
Sandra Stahl, Lila Jackson 


Lalume 
Attendants 


Servant Richard Vine 
Princess of Damascus . Florence Lessin® 
Her Ayah . Lucy Andonian 
Princess of Bangalore Bestrice Kraf* 
Her Ayah Thelma Dare 


Jo Ann O'Connell. 
Lynne Stuari 
Prosecutor Enrle MacVeizh 
Widow Yussef Barbara Slate 
Singers: Gerald Cardoni, Robert L- 
Mont Richard Oneto, Louis Polacek, 
Kirby Smith. Ralph Srrare. Richard Vine. 
George Yarick. Anita Coulter, Thelma 
Dare, Lila Jackson. Jo Ann O’Connell, 
Barbara Slate. Sandra Stahl, Lynne 
Stuart, Erica Twiford. 
Dancers: Neila Adams. Patricia Dale 
Devra Kline. Ania Romaine, Vida Ann 
Solomon, Roberta Stevenson. 


Street Women 


“Kismet” is such a beautiful 
show, it’s a pity it’s dull. This huge. 


lavish, romantic musical spectacle, | 


produced last summer by Edwin 
Lester as a Civic Light Opera sub- 
scription offering in Los Angeles 
and San Francisco. is an oldfash- 
ioned operetta that lacks distinc- 
tion in its story and music. 

In the eerie vacuum created by 
the New York newspaper strike, 
the show's xoffice fate is unpre- 
dictable. Te'evision and radio have 
given it a rave reception, and the 
immediate public response appears 
to be enthusiastic., Moreover, 
there was reportediy a heavy ad- 
vance sale, so the Charles Lederer 
presentation should be off to a 
strong start. However. with a $429.- 
000 nut to recoup, it has a back- 
breaking way to go. 

Without published reviews from 
any of the dailies (‘it seems un- 
likely that formal notices will be 
printed even when the strike is 
settled) “Kismet” may decide its 
own boxoffice tate on word-of- 
mouth comment. In that case, we'll 
have that test the trade has always 
theorized about—namely, what 
would happen if there were no 


reviews, and shows had to find} 


their own public without critical 
help or hindrance. 
Of course, with tele and radio 


taking such a vigorous hand in the | 


situation, it’s net exactly a perfect 
non-critical test. Even so, if “Kis- 
met” clicks for a lengthy run, there 
may be a healthy re-evaluation of 
the potency of the demons on the 


aisle. On the other hand, if “Kis-| 
met” flops, or is only a flash-in- | 


the-pan hit, it’ll be a real blackeye 
for the kine and mike fraternity 
which has plugged it so hard. Time, 
as usual, will tell 

Since the ultimate fate of ‘Kis- 
met” may depend on word-of-mouth 
comment, it’s doubly unfortunate 
that it isn’t a better show. But 
there’s no point in ignoring un- 
pleasant fact to dwell upon happier 
wish. The ornate scenery and 
sumptuous costumes are 
sive, the performances and per- 
sonalities of Alfred Drake and 


Doretta Morrow are enjoyable, and | 


the sensuous quality of the produc- 
tion is appealing. but “Kismet” is 
progressively ponderous, humorless 
and tedious. 

For the first few scenes, as Drake 
commands the stage with the wily 
shenanigans of the picaresque poet 
the show has animation and at 
least the suggestion of lightness 
and humor. But then the yarn bogs 


down in the lugubrious romance | 
between the vagabond's beauteous | 


daughter, beguilingly played by 
Miss Morrow. ard the lovelorn 
Caliph of Richard Kiley. Despite 
a couple of haunting songs, notably 
“Baubles, Bangles and Beads” and 
“Stranger in Paradise,” it’s merely 
operetta ‘subject to modernized 
production technique). satisfying 
to see but pretty monotonous to 
hear. 

Perhaps the heaviness of the 
Lederer-Luther Davis book is in- 
herent in the orginal Edward 
Knoblock drama of 1911-12. As for 
the Alexander’ Borodin = score, 
“Prince Igor,” from which most of 


one of the more clearly melodic of 
operas, and as arranged by Robert 


singable airs tend to be lost in the 
welter of tuneless passages. 
There are several 


and in generai the terping appears 
to lack an integrated point of view, 
as if the choreographer hadn't 
made up his mind whether he was 
kidding the varn or playing it 


of Lemuei Ayers are decorative, 
particularly in the bosomy empha- 


buver trade. 

Drake is a standout star, both 
dramatically and vocally. He is 
plausible, authoritative and ingra- 
tiating, while Miss Morrow is a 
v sual, vocal knockout as the heart- 





impreés- | 


|sick daughter. Other admirable 
| performances are given by Richard 


| ‘Madam’ Entertaining 


| 


Wright and George Forrest, its few | 


striking | 
dances, notably one by Beatrice | Walk” as the opening production 
Kraft. But most of Jack Cole’s rou-| for their stock season at the re- 
tines seem little more than that,|converted Phoenix 


| 


|ofi-Broadway venture. 
sis that should interest the visiting- | 


| photo-engravers 


| Both play and theatre are deprived 


|; have been generally favorable, but 


| Kiley in the rather stiff role of the | 


sophical court bard, and competent 
support is also provided by Flor- 
|ence Lessing, Henry Calvin and 
| Joan Diemer. Albert Marre has 
| done the overall staging. 

| It remains to be seen whether 
ithe tickxet-buying public, without 
| the professional fault-finders to in- 
torfere, will turn thumbs un or 
‘down on “Kismet.” Hobe. 


Pienie 
(MUSIC BOX, N. Y.) 

After more than nine months’ 
Broadway run, “Picnic” stitl comes 
throuch as a vital, often touchine 
piey that grips the audience bv 
dint of its performances as much 
as its dialog. Time seems to have 
sharpened the focus and the Wil- 
liam Inge play emerges as a fas- 
cinating character study, embroi- 
dered with the necessary superfi- 
cialities of good theatre. 

On'y change in the cast since 
“Picnic” opened last Feb. 19 at the 
Music Box, N. Y., involves Bettv 
Lou Holland. who has replaced 
Kim Stanley as the younger sister. 
beset with growing pains. Miss 
Holland brings to the difficult part 
an appealing freshness and spon- 
taneity. Her juvenile awkwardness 
as well as her subsequent trans- 
formation from tomboy to young 
‘lady is believable and a piece of 
fine, intelligent acting. 

Joshua Logan’s direction has the 
odd effect of simultaneously cre- 
ating and destroying a mood. In 
the play’s single setting, he cre- 
ates movement and a sense of 
smooth interplay. Yet, even at the 
most dramatic moments, he has 
staged his laughs almost as if to 





prevent the audience from becom- | 


ing emotional. The dance scene— 
graceful, sexy and somehow in- 
congruous—remains a memorable 
highlight. 


If there is a strain on the per- 
formers after nine months, it 
doesn't show. Ralph Meeker re- 
mains a powerful, tortured figure 
as Hal Carter, who intrudes on the 
life of a Kansas family and creates 
havoc among the women. Janice 
Rule is beautiful and appealing 


ization lacks distinction. 


Peggv Conklin, as the mother, is 
fine. Eileen Heckart is outstand- 
ing as the frustrated schoolteacher 
who. like Miss Rule, is attracted by 
Meeker’s animal magnetism. Her 
role is a pivotal one and she does 
it full justice. Paul Newman 
matches her as a reluctant suitor 
Ruth McDevitt. as the widow who 
takes in Meeker, turns 
usual, reliable acting job. 


Equity Show 


Heavenly Express 
(LENOX HILL P’HOUSE, N. Y.) 

Albert Bein’s “Heavenly Ex- 
press,’’ which failed to make the 
grade in 1940 on Broadway, was 
dusted off and presented for six 
performances last week by the 
Equity Library Theatre at the 
Lenox Hill Playhouse, N.Y. Vehi- 
cle, designed along obscure lines, 
moves at a etdious pace. ELT pro- 
| duction failed to give it any added 
voltage. 

Yarn deals with hobos who ride 
the rails and the heavenly emis- 
|sary who picks them up for their 
|final train trip. Bein’s dialog is 
| loaded with incomprehensible sym- 


Hift. 








| bolism. Acting wasn’t particularly | 


| standout and casting in a couple 
| of instances was off. Robert El- 
| lenstein directed the play, which 


was the fourth of the current ELT | 


| 


season, Jess. 





directors 


of Celebrity 
Caribbean 


area concert 


I |is a provocative, entertaining play 
straight. The scenery and costumes | 


Caliph. Philip Coolidge as a philo- | publication of the boxoffice phone 


Opener for Phoenix; 
Production, Theatre OK 


T. Edward Hambleton = and 
Norris Houghton have made a like- 
ly choice in ‘Madam, Will You 


Theatre, in 
Second Ave., N. Y. The Sidney 
Howard comedy, tried out on the 
road in 1939 by the P‘aywrights 
Co., with George M. Cohan as star, 


that seems well suited for this 


Doxoffice chances of ‘‘Madam,” 
and indeed of the Phoenix itself, 
seem unpredictable in view of the 
strike that has 
closed down every New York daily. 


not only of reviews, which should 


of feature material, co'umn men- 
tions, ABC ad. listings and even 
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under 25 words. 


would headline it”: 


Big Steal 
Raw Deal 
Kids Lam 
Bad Jam 
Tough Guy 


chielli’s “La Gioconda”: 


Clear Enuff, Isn't It? 


On last Saturday’s (5) “Opera Quiz” intermission feature of 
the Metropolitan Opera, aired over the ABC network, panelists 
were asked to summarize plots of familiar operas in one sentence 
Composer-author Deems Taylor, panel regular, 
suggested the following for Wagner’s “The Ring”—‘as VARIETY 


Good Try 
Monkey Biz 
Gets His 

Final Slaughter 
Under Water 


Taylor also came up with the following summary for Pon- 


The hero, Imbroglio, kills Obbligato, as Claustrophobia shoots 
her brother, who is really her uncle, leaving Antipasto free to 
marry Idiota who commits suicido. 








Tom Ewell, star of the original 
Broadway edition of “Seven Year 





number. 


On the other hand, word-of- 


/mouth should be good for the off- 
/beat show and tasteful production, 


and the attractive, comfortable 
theatre. If the venture can keep 
2oing until the dailies resume pub- 
lication or, in the event the strike 
drags on, until some other forms 
of exploitation can be developed, 
“Madam” should have a satifactory 
engagement and the Phoenix 
should draw a sizab!e public. Those 
“ifs” cannot be taken for granted, 





Yiadam, Will You Walk 


Phoenix Theatre (T. Edward Hamble- 


ten and Norris Houghton) production of | 


comedy in three acts (four scenes) by Sid- 
re’ Howard. Stars Jessica Tandy, Hume 
Cronyn; features Norman Lloyd, Edwin 
Jerome, Leon Janney, John Randolph, 
Robert Emmett. Staged by Cronyn and 
L'oyd: scenery and lighting. Donald Oen- 
slager; costumes, Alvin Colt; dances, 
Anna Sokolow; incidental music, Max 
Marlin. At Phoenix Theatre. N.Y., Dec. 
1. "33: $3 top ($4.80 opening). 

‘irs. Broderick ......... Madeleine King 


oS aA ret ae Arthur Jarrett 
Jo ge! eee John Randolph 
| Mrs. Fanaghty ....2.c0<s Susan Steell 
Wather Ciristy ....csee. William Roerick 
Judzve Moskowitz ......... Edwin Jerome 
Miss Auchincloss ........ Dorrit Kelton 
 —n.asccee eae ed Norman Lloyd 


even though her moody character- | 


in her) 


oe, ae Jessica Tandy 
DP. TOO kncccccuens Hume Cronyn 
eae Robert Emmett 
Alderman Doyle David Clarke 
EE S3 dine eee cuw awa Leon Janney 
oe ree Divid Hooks 
Mearshall Se ee alte, eS Buff Shurr 
Citizens: Nora Dunfee,. Jill Andre, Don- 
ald Draper. Dan Hogan. Elizabeth John- 
stone, Mavis Mitchell, Fred Smith. 





however, for “Madam” had little 
advance sale and its exploitatico™ 
Prospects and resources may b 
limited. So the verdict is obvious] 
in the air. 


“Madam” is something of a puz- 
zler, but fun. It’s a kind of com- 


bination of Saroyan whimsy, Barry | 
the Clowns” | 


‘the “Here Come 
Barry, that is, not the “Philadelp- 


hia Story” Barry) mysticism and | 
symbolism, and Shavian intellec- | 
tual hijinks. If the meaning of this | 


treatment of the Faust legend isn’t 


entirely clear, the effect is never- | 


theless stimulating and enjoyable. 


Story tells how the Devil, in the | 
guise of a mysterious doctor, visits | 
the shy, guilt-ridden heiress-daugh- | 


ter of a corrupt Tammany poli- 
tician who died in the penitentiary. 


Under his baleful but charming | 


influence she becomes a healthy, 


happy extravert, falls in love with | 


a taxi-driver-turned-hoofer and 


p'ans to form a circuit of vaude- | 


ville houses for him to dance in, 


as well as to bring enjoyment and | 
spiritual satisfaction to the public. | 
Beyond an obvious plea for non- | 


comformity, the author’s theme 
seems obscure, 
As a production, particularly 


under the conditions of limited- 
budget stock, “Madam” is impres- 
sive. Jessica Tandy and Hume 
Cronyn, costarred as the heiress 


| and Satan, respectively, give plaus- 


ib'e, admirably stylish and ingra- | 
tiating performances. There are | 
acceptable supporting portrayals 
by Norman Lioyd as an egocentric | 
composer-suitor, Leon Janney as a 
magistrate who appreciates an un- 
conventional case, Edwin Jerome | 
as a conventional lawyer-politician, | 
John Randolph as a_ bewildered | 
cop, Robert Emmett as the cabbie, | 
all featured, and Arthur Jarrett, | 


| Susan Steell and William Roerick | 


} 


Mr. and Mrs. Stephen O. D. Hill, ! 2.050-seat 


in minor roles. 
Cronyn and Lloyd have co-di- | 
rected the show, with effective | 
scenery and lighting by Donald | 
Oenslager and costumes by Alvin | 
Colt. Hobe, 


Lillie 186, Detroit 


’ Detroit, Dec. 8. 
_“An Evening with Beatrice Lil- 
lie’ grossed a good $18,000 at the 





Itch,” sailed last Friday (4) on the 
Alcoa Roamer for a month’s cruise 
to the West Indies and South 
| America; Until Eddie Albert takes 
lover this week. as_ substitute, 
| George Keane has stepped up from 
ithe role of the amorous novelist, 
with George Ives taking over the 
|latter part and James Lee pinch- 
| hitting as the sound track voice of 
| the hero’s conscience .. Howard 
| Erskine, an associate of producer 
| Michael Abbott, went on Friday 
| night (4) as juvenile in ““Late Love” 
when Cliff Robertson was taken ill 
Robert Berger, last in the tour- 
|ing company of “The Shrike,” is 
| back in N.Y. after six months on 
ithe Coast making films. 

“Lisa and the Lord,” by A. P. 


Mollison, will be given a workshop | 


| production by the New Dramatists 
| Committee next Sunday-Monday 
| nights (13-14) at the ANTA Play- 
| house, N. Y. Scenic and costume 
| designer David Ffolkes was tagged 
|; with a $178 judgment in N.Y. Su- 
| preme Court by the George Wash- 
|ington Hotel, N.Y....That cozy 
| Alfred Drake-Doretta Morrow in- 
| terview by Judith Crist in the N.Y. 
| Herald Tribune drama section the 
| Sunday before the “Kismet” open- 
| ing is the talk of the Sardi set. 

Is it- news that Zachary Scott 
|; wears ear-rings? Tiny ones, but 
|@ar-rings, nevertheless. ..Parents 
| of producer Claire Heller are un- 
|derstood putting up coin to pay 
| the losses on “End as a Man,” at 
|the Vanderbilt, N.Y ...Bob Down- 
jing will stage-manage “Lullaby,” 
| the Jerome Mayer-Irl Mowery pro- 
| duction of the Don Appell play, to 
| Star Mary Boland . Cab Calloway 
| played 38 weeks on Broadway in 
| “Porgy and Bess,” not 33 weeks as 
| erratumed. 

| Whatever became, of Swerdlove 
and Hall, the lads who a couple of 
seasons ago were promoting a 
| scheme for a $1,000,000 stock cor- 
poration to finance Broadway pro- 
ductions and organize subscription 
audiences on the road?...Paul A. 
Foley is production stage manager, 
Robert Woods, company stageman- 
| ager, and Hope Abelson, produc- 


| tion assistant on “Madam, Will You 
Walk,” with Richard Hopkins 
treasured and Will Ryan assistant 
| treasurer of the Phoenix. Theatre, 
| N.Y....Harry Essex is company 
manager of ‘‘Kismet,” with Peter 
Bronte production stage manager, 
Phil Friedman, stage manager and 
| Phil Raiguel scenic artist. 
Subject to action of the Dallas 
State Fair Musicals’ executive 
committee, deals have been corth- 
| pleted for the return next summer 


,of Franz Allers, musical director; 
George Schaefer, stage director 
and Peter Wolf, scenic designer. 
The group is seeking a new chore- 
_ographer to replace Paul Godkin. 

Alexandre Kalioujny, star dancer 
of the Paris Opera, arrived Satur- 
day (5) from Paris to start rehear- 
sals for “The Girl in Pink Tights.” 

Bob Ullman, associate of press- 


| agent Bill Doli, a patiert at Monte- 
|fiore Hospital, Bronx, N. Y., with 


jaundice . . . “By the Beautiful 


Sea” will hold dancer auditions 
| next 


Tuesday (15) morning for 
boys and afternoon for girls at the 
Century Theatre, N. Y. ... Haila 
Stoddard will be billed as co-pro- 
ducer of “Dead Pigeon” with her 
husband, Harald Bromley . . . With 
the closing of “Children’s Hour” 
in Chicago last Saturday (5), Fay 
Bainter went to the Coast, while 
the rest of the company returned 
to New York. 

Michael Gordon has taken over 
as stager of “His and Hers,” sue- 
ceeding co-author Michael Kanin, 
who withdrew because of a recur- 
rence of an eye ailment... Sher- 
wood Keith, owner-producer of the 
Boothbay (Me.) Playhouse, has 
joined the faculty of the drama 





Shubert in the first 


' i | department of Boston U.... Gen 
Concerts, week of a fortnight’s engagement. | 


bureau , Top is $4.20. Shubert has nothing | 


Genovese and Arthur Jones, who 
were associated on last season's 


;with central offices in Kingston, lined up following Miss Lillie here. | “Buttrio Square,” announce plans 


Jamaica, appointed Constance 


The 1,482-seat Cass, dark last 


for the production of a musical, 


it is apparently taken, ‘is hardly | Hope as New York representative.) week and this, relights Dec, 21:"Three Little Maids from Mars,” 


! 





Legit Bits } 


with books and lyrics by Genovese 
and score by Jones. 

Vince McKnight has withdrawn 
as company manager of “End As 
a Man,” in favor of Bill Croucher, 
to pressagent a new national com- 
pany of “The Moon is Blue,” for 
which Tom Powers will be com- 
pany manager. The F. Hugh Herb. 
ert comedy starts its travels in 
Buffalo, Dec. 24-26 and is booked, 
at the start, for Cleveland, Dec. 
28-Jan. 2, Toledo Jan. 4-6, Colum- 
bus Jan. 7-9, St. Louis, Jan. 11 
and Cincinnati Jan. 18-30. 

“Jonah III,” by James Bridie, 
is being presented for the first 
time in America at the U. of Hous- 
ton’s Attic Theatre. Play, which 
opened Nov. 30, runs through to- 
night (Wed.). Dr. Stanley K. Hamil- 
ton, assistant professor of drama, 
directed . . . Michael Higgins back 
in N. Y. after completing lead in 
film based on Robert Coates’ nove! 
“Wisteria Cottage.” 


MARKOVA TO GUEST 
WITH WINNIPEG BALLET 


Winnipeg, Dec. 8. 
Alicia Markova will dance as 
guest artists with the Royal Win- 
nipeg Ballet in Winnipeg Jan. 12- 
13-14. Immediately following these 
performances, company to leave on 
a four-month tour of Canada and 
United States, including a full 
week in Washington at the Na- 
tional Theatre week of Feb. 8, full 
week at Her Majesty’s Theatre, 
Montreal, Feb. 15, followed by 
other major cities in Eastern 
Canada and United States under 

aegis of Columbia Artists Mgt. 


This is to be followed by exten- 
sive tour of Western Canada. Mar- 
kova is to dance only in Winnipeg 
performances, 


TV ‘Villain’ on Dancer’s 
Thick Legs, Sez Zorina 


Minneapolis, Dec. 8. 

Here for an appearance with the 
Minneapolis Symphony Orchestra 
as orch narrator, former actress- 
dancer Vera Zorina, in a newspa- 
per interview, indignantly denied a 
common belief that ballerinas al- 
ways seem to have thick, muscular 
legs, and accused TV cameras of 
being the villains responsible for 
the theory. 


“Any stage performer, especially 
a dancer, should be watched from 
somewhere below stage level,’’ Miss 
Zorina, a one-time stellar ballerina 
herself, told St. Paul Pioneer Press 
staff writer William Martin. “This 
fives the dancer an elongated slim 
appearance. 

“But a television camera shoot- 
ing dead level or above the dancer 
would even make a t@lephone pole 
stout. Everything depends upon 
the angle. Television frequently 
puts feminine dancers in a _ bad 
physical light.” 








British Squawk, Too 
Edinburgh, Dec. 1. 
Present British TV methods of 
presenting ballet only annoy the 
ballet lover, according to Major 
E. G. Derrington, administrator of 
the International Ballet, and hus- 
band of ballerina Mona Inglesby. 


The technique employed, with 
the camera focused one moment on 
the ballerina’s feet and the next 
on the back of her head, only irri- 
tate people who love ballet on the 
stage, he said. To satisfy them, 
the color, the stage, the ballet as 
a whole, are essential. On TV, the 
dancers are being made to look 
like marionets. 

TV technique with ballet on the 
Continent, using four cameras from 
the front and one from the wings, 
was much more satisfying, he 
added. 
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Conventioneers Up 


— Tteh’ $25,500, ‘Children’ $21,000 


Chicago, Dec. 8. + 


B.0. in Chicago: 





‘+ trade inched up a bit last 
Bt 4 some help from the out- 
of-towners in fer the International 
Live Stock Exposition, “The Chil- 
dren’s Hour” surged strongly with | 
a good final-week play at the Har- | 
ris. “Misalliance” registered so-so | 
in its first frame at the Selwyn. 

“wish You Were Here” bows at 
the Shubert tonight (Tues.) with | 
a good advance sale. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Misalliance, Selwyn (ist wk) | 


($3.80; 1,000). Mild $13,000. | 
Seven Year Itch, Erlanger (11th | 


wk) ($5; 1,334) (Eddie Bracken). | 
Upbeat $25,000. 

The Children’s Hour, Harris 
(4th wk) ($3.80; 1,000) (Patricia 
Neal, Fay Bainter). Closed Satur- 
day (5) with $21,000, best take of 


the stay. 


Porgy’ $29,330, 
‘Men’ 196, Philly 


Philadelphia, Dec. 8. 


Stage business continues on up- 
beat here with last week’s new- 
comers receiving cordial welcomes 
from both crix and _ stubholders. 
Cheryl Crawford production of 
“Oh, Men! Oh, Women!” which 
opened (30), revised ending follow- 
ing night, after reviewers spanked 
the initial finale. 

“Porgy and Bess,” in for three 
weeks at the Forrest, didn’t kick 
off until Tuesday evening (1) due 
to delay in setting up heavy show. 
Revival got rave notices. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Porgy and Bess, Forrest (1st wk) 
(M-1,760; $5.20). Strong press and 
good word-of-mouth built this one 
to fine $29,330 for seven perform- 
ances. Includes tax as non-profit 
or 





g. 

Oh, Men! Oh, Women!, Locust 
(Ist wk) (C-1,580; $3.90) (Franchot 
Tone). Edward Chodorov comedy 
about psychoanalysis got solid 
Jaughs despite apparent flaws at 
bow-in. Caught on fast with great 
$19,000. 


‘DOLLS’ SETS MARK IN 
BALTO WITH $44,300 


Baltimore, Dec. 8. 

Bigggest gross in local legit his- 
tory was garnered by “Guys And 
Dolls” here at Ford’s last week. 
Gross was $44,300 with a $5.50 
top. Over $10,000 in mail orders 
was returned and the management 
is hoping to book a return date 
later this season. Currently dark, 
Ford’s will relight Dec. 14 with 
“Little Jesse James.” 

Don Swann grossed $6,500 for 
the second week of “The Moon Is 
Blue” at the Hilltop-Parkway, his 
new winter stock operation. Con- 
stance Bennett in “Skylark” is 
current, with Veronica Lake in 
‘Gramercy Ghost” set to follow | 
Dec. 14. | 
‘ ? a 
Prescott’ Sock 2936, D.C.; 


Flame-Out’ Feeble $1,000 


Washington, Dec. 8. 

An alltime low for a legit play 
in modern Washington was hit here 
last week by “Flame-Out,” which 
had had Broadway aspirations. 
‘Flame-Out” drew under $1,000 
through the wicket at the Shubert 
Theatre during its one-week stand 
and folded immediately afterward. 
Shubert is dark this week, but 
relights next Tuesday (15) with 
Judith Anderson in “In the Sum- 
mer House.” 

_It was a strong session at the | 
National Theatre, where the first 
week of the Broadway-bound Kath- 
arine Cornell starrer, “Prescott 
Proposals,” rang up a sock $29,500 
at the boxoffice. Play is currently 


In its second and last week at the 
house. 




















Greco 1714G, Toronto 


Toronto, Dec. 8. 

Topping initial last season’s ap- 
Pearance, Jose Greco and_ his 
poanish dance company grossed a 
— $17,500 here last week, with 
A louts last two nights. Royal 

®xandra, 1,525-seater, was scaled 
$3.50 top with tax. 
and eo wnnlle, on mail orders only 
Bt Ox Office not yet open for the | 
ton 1.2m @ $19,000 advance at $4 | 
_P has been racked up for “An | 
gt with Beatrice Lillie,” in 
"a week's engagement Dec. 14. | 


at 





‘Faces’ 306, Frisco 


San Francisco, Dec. 8. 

“New Faces,” under Theatre 
Guild aegis, opened last Tuesday 
(1) at the 1,758-seat Curran. Show | 
garnered rave reviews from all 
crix and wound up its first frame 
with a big $30,000. 

House prices were raised for run 


matinees initial week. 


‘OZARKS’ WINDS TOUR IN 
PITT TO FAIRISH $9,000 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 8. 


John Kenley’s production of 
“Maid in Ozarks” ended its tour 
last week at the Nixon to fairish 
$9,000. It went into stock setup in 
St. Louis. 


“Ozarks” was really rolling at 
the finish, and heavy distribution 
of two-for-one coupons would 
probably have paid off big if hill- 
billy comedy had been able to stay. 
However, it wasn’t possible, since 
the new Fay and Michael Kanin 
play, “His and Hers,” costarring 
Celeste Holm and Robert Preston, 
preems here Friday night (11). 
First three performances are go- 
ing straight at b.o., but next week 
“His” will be under ATS-Theatre 
Guild subscription auspices. House 
gots dark Dec. 21, reopening the 
28th with two-week engagement 
of “Twin Beds.” 





| 


,ticket sales hit $173,000, 








‘Pigeon’ Plucks $9,000 
for 2d St. Louis Week. 


| 
St. Louis, Dec. 8. | 


The two-week stand of “Dead,London chalked up a record ca- stars. 

new three-act play by | pacity $130,000 for eight perform- 
Lenard Kantor, wound up Sunday ances _ at 
(6) at the Empress Theatre with | House. 
$9,000 for the finale, after $10,000 | sparked by Ballet Guild Charity) 
“Maid in| plus radio, TV and press 
which previously | Views with ‘Sol Hurok, who ad- 


Pigeon,” 


on the opening session. 
the Ozarks,” 


‘Body’ 7G In Troy Date; 
$6,300 for Utica Stand 


. Troy, Dec. 8. 
John Brown's Body” grossed 
approximately $7,000 on 3,500 ad- 
missions at $3.50 top in the RPI 
Field House here last Wednesday 
(2). The Paul Gregory production, 
Starring Raymond Massey, Tyrone 
Power and Anne Baxter, had play- 
ed to a $6,300 house at $4.20 top 


Bway Bucks Strike, Rain, Pre-Xmas; 
Kismet’ SRO $33,600 for First 5, 
Phoenix OK $13,600, ‘Kind Sir’ $38,700 





in the 2,700-seat Stanley, Utica, 
Monday, and had drawn a good- 


| sized audience at the U. of Ver- 


mont in Burlington Tuesday. 
The college dates, like a number 


_of others, were on a flat guarantee. 





of show Saturday nights to $6 top. | 
Remainder of week, house scale is l i] 
to $4.80. “Faces” played three e oul or 


Sadler’s In Chi 


Chicago, Dec. 8. 
Sadler’s Wells Ballet has a sell- 


|} out run practically assured at the 


Civic Opera House when it comes 
in Dec. 22 for a two-week, 16-per- 
formance stay. As of last week. 
leaving 
only $37,000 to go for a cleanout 
of the 3,550-seat house, scaled at 


$210,000, for the Sadler's visit. [12st named show lays off Dec. 19 


Window sales opened Nov. 9, 


| with the mail-order drive launched 
|last summer accounting for $110,-| 


000 to date. Top is pegged at $5, 
with the New Year’s Eve tap 
upped to $6. 

House manager J. Charles Gil- 
bert is going on something of a 
dance kick himself. with two other 
terp shows booked in after Sad- 
ler’s and negotiations underway 
for a third. Already set is Agnes 


Broadway cressed up the experts|ous week, $24,200). 


last week. Anticipated start of the | 


Shrike, City Center (2nd wk) (D- 


|pre-Christmas slump failed to ma- | $3.60; 3,090; $58,000) ‘Jose Ferrer, 
|terialize, with biz generally on the | Judith Evelyn). Over $47,000 (pre- 


upswing despite the 


newspaper | vious week, $43,500 for first seven 


\strike and unfavorable weather.| performances and one _ preview); 


| Increases over the previous stanza | wound u 


limited 16-performance 


| were registered by 10 shows, while | run Sunday (6). 


|only four entries dipped over $100. | 


Of last week’s two openings, | 
|‘‘Madam, Will 


' 
| 


| 


|pacity entries 


You Walk” drew 
moderately favorable notices from 
all the critics, while “Kismet” 


racked up five approvals and two. 
Can- | 
'vassed for tone of reviews, which 


dissentions. (Critics were 
were written though not printed). 
Latter show hit capacity plus 
standees for its first four perform- 
ances and one preview. Other ca- 
were 
“Sabrina Fair,” “Seven Year Itch.” 
“Solid Gold Cadillac,” “Tea and 
Sympathy.” “Teahouse of the Aug- 
ust Moon” and “Wonderful Town.” 


through Dec. 25. 


| limited 


There was only one closing last 
week besides the windup of the 
16-performance run of 
“The Shrike” at the City Center 
That was “Trip to Bountiful.” 
which bowed out Saturday (5). 
Opening this week are “Richard 
III” and “John Murray Anderson's 


| Almanac.”” Former begins a 16-per- 


de Mille’s Dance Theatre. due in! 


Feb. 19 for five performances, and 


Ballet Theatre for two weeks in| 


|April. Gilbert is hoping also io 
jlatch onto the New 
| Ballet. 





130G SRO In Frisco 
San Francisco, Dec. 8. 


The Sadler’s Wells Ballet of 


the 3.252-seat 


Opera 
Opening night 


‘1) was 


inter- 


played here for several weeks, tees | vanced ballet by one day. 


off a 


prevailing. 


two-week frame _ tonight | 
(Tues.) with the usual $2.50 top| $7, 


iwhich was set at $10. 


with exception of opening, 
Standing 


House was scaled from $2.25 to (Maurice 


formance run at the Center tonight 
(Wed.), while latter tees off at the 
Imperial tomorrow night ‘Thurs.). 


Estimates for Last Week 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), | 
York City CD ‘Comedy-Drama), R (Rerue), 


MC (Musical Comedy), MD (Musi- 
cal Drama), O (Opera). 

Other parenthetic designations 
refer, respectively, to top prices; 
number of seats, capacity gross and 
Price includes 20% amuse- 
ment tar, but grosses are net: i.e., 


exclusive of tar. 
Can-Can, Shubert (31st wk) 
(MC-$7.20; 1.361% $50,160). Nearly 


$51,000 ‘previous week, $51,100). 
Dial M for Murder, Plymouth 
(58th wk) ‘D-$4.80: 1.062: $29.815. 
Evans). Over $19.700 
‘previous week, $21.000). 
End as a Man, Vanderbilt ‘8th 


After being dark for several|/ room for 300 sold for $2, and wk) (D-$4.80: 720: $18.500) (Ben 
weeks. the American Theatre re- troupe was capacity for all per- Gazzara). Under $6.000 ‘previous 
lighted Sunday (6) for a return en- | formances. 


gagement of “Oklahoma.” 
piece will run for one week. 
the musical’s seventh visit here 
since 1945, for a total of 12 weeks 
and 102 performances. It’s scaled 
to $4.27, 


‘Twin Beds’ Nabs $9,550 
In Hartford on Twofers 
Hartford, Dec. 8. 





Operating on a twofer basis, | Other $10,400 in four more =n. | Charies Boyer). 
Tran Beas’ teebet BD. & gre 'the Victory, Dayton, for a total of 


tial $9,550 in seven days 
performances) at the New Parsons 


here Monday through Sunday | 
(30-6). From third day onward, | “Little 
house was standing room only. | break-in tour. 


First two days, Monday and Tues- 
day, house was _ nearly } 
Word-of-mouth caught on to give 
the take. Top was dropped from 
usual $4.20 to $3.60. 

House is shuttered until Thurs- 
day (10), when the tryout of ‘“‘The 
Remarkable Mr. Pennypacker,” a 
comedy, comes in for a three-day 


stanza. Liam O’Brien play costars 
Burgess Meredith and Martha 
Scott. 





Future B’way Schedule 


(Theatre indicated if booked) 





The | 


It is, ‘Ginger’ Snaps to $18,200 


empty. | 





In Ohio Two-Way Split Skctsic “Rtnatd Whore, 


Columbus, Dec. 8. 
i “Time Out for Ginger,” 


| Douglas starrer, pulled a fair $7.-' 


| 800 in four performances at $3.75 


'ings Thursday-Saturday (3-5) 
{almost $18,200 on the stanza. 
Hartman is lit all this week by 
Jesse James,” now on 
House is dark over 


the holidays and opens again Jan. | 


7-9 with “Moon Is Blue.” 


Schwartz-‘Blank’ 3G; 


L.A. Left Sans Legit 
Los Angeles, Dec. 8. 





week $7,000): vacates theatre Satur- 
day (12) and may move to another 

house. 
Fifth Season, Cort 
1.056: 


46th wk) (C- 
$25.277) ‘Menasha 
Nearly 
$23.800 ‘previous week. $26.200 for 


Melvyn |mnine performances 


Girl Can Tell, Royale ‘6th wk 
(C-$6-$4.80; 1.035: $31,000). Almost 


top last Monday-Wednesday (30-2) $21,500 ‘previous week, $19,400). 
| at the Hartman. Comedy drew an- | 


Kind Sir, Alvin (5th wk) ‘C-$6- 
' $4.80; 1.331; $39.460) ‘(Mary Martin 
Failed to go clean 
again with gross. under $38,700 
‘previous week. $39.400). 

King and I, St. James (14lst wk 
(MD-$7.20; 1.571: $51,717) Yul 
Brynner). Almost $35,800 ‘previous 
week, $35,800) 


| Kismet, Ziegfeld (1st wk) (MD- 
|$7.20; 1.628; $57,908) ‘Alfred 
| Drake) Opened Thursday night 


(3), with one published pan (Kerr 
Herald Tribune) and _five-to-one 
split on the unpublished notices 
(Chapman, News; Coleman, Mirror; 


Town was left without a legiter Hawkins, World-Telegram; Mc- 
this week when the two incum-/Clain, Journal-American: Watts. 
bents folded their tents Sunday Post: favorable; and Atkinson, 
night (6). One, “Brooklyn, U.S.A.” Times; unfavorable); first four per- 
at the Marcal Theatre, has sched- formances and one _ preview 
uled a return date starting Dec. 26. reached capacity plus standees. 





Richard HII, City Center, tonight | 
(Wed.). 


John Murray Anderson’s Alma- | 24 


nac, Imperial, tomorrow (Thurs.). | 


Prescott Proposals, Broadhurst, | 


Dec. 16. 
Oh Men, Oh Women, Miller, Dec. 
17 or 19. 
Remarkable Mr. 
Coronet, wk. Dec. 20. 
Dead Pigeon, Vanderbilt, Dec. 23. 
Charley’s Aunt, C. Center, Dec. 23. 
Little Jessie James, wk. Dec. 28. 
In the Summer House, Play- 
house, Dec. 29. 
Mile. Colombe, Longacre, Jan. 6. 
His & Hers, 48th St., Jan. 7. 


Pennypacker, 


Lullaby, week of Jan. 18. 


Coriolanus, Phoenix, Jan. 19. 

Caine Mutiny Court Martial, 
Plymouth, Jan. 20. 

Dear Charles, Jan. 21. 

Confidential Clerk, Morosco, 
Feb. 3. 
High Named Today, wk. Feb. 22. 
Girl Pink Tights, Hellinger, 2/25. 
By Beautiful Sea, March 25. 
Pajama Game, April 1. 
Anniversary Waltz, April 8. 


run reached $25,600. 


days. 





Capt. Billy Bryant 


A Veteran of the Floating Palaces 
details the times a 


Showboat Captain 
Braves The 
Lecture Platform 
. * * 


one of the many byline features 
in the upcoming 


48th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 











for the final eight-day week of a, Francis, 
nine-week run, Total gross for the Hamilton). Under $11,000 


“Brooklyn.” which opened Nov. | 
. did an estimated $1,000 for 11| (Ist wk) (CD-$3; 


Maurice Schwartz wound up his with take almost $33,600. 
production of “Mr. Blank’s Fam- 
ily” after grabbing an okay $3,000 $6-$4.80; 


Late Love, Booth (‘8th wk) (C- 
766: $20,235) ‘Arlene 

Lucile Watson, Neil 

(previ- 


ous week, $10,500). 

Madam, Will You Walk, Phoenix 
1,150; $15,000) 
(Jessica Tandy, Hume Cronyn). 
‘Opened Dec. 1, with one published 
and six unpublished notices, all 
moderately favorable; first seven 
performances and one preview 
|grossed over $13,600. 

Me and Juliet, Majestic (28th 
wk) (MC-$7.20; 1,510; $58,000) 
; Over $52,400 ‘previous week, $49.- 
200). 


| My 3 Angels, Morosco (39th wk) 
| (C-$4.80; 935; $24,252). Topped 
| $17,500 (previous week, $16,500) 
Picnic, Music Box (41st wk) (CD- 
| $6-$4.80; 997: $27,534). Nearly $23,- 
| 800 (previous week, $23,000). 
| Sabrina Fair, National (4th wk) 
| (C-$6-$4.80; 1,172; $31,300) (Marga- 
|ret Sullavan, Joseph Cotten). Al- 
most $31,000 with theatre party 


commissions cutting into take 
previous week, $30,900) 

Seven Year Itch, Fulton (55th 
wk) (C-$6-34.80; 1,063; $24,400) 


‘(Tom Ewell), Over $24,400 (previ- 


| (Josephine Hull), 


|'(Martha Wright, George 
| Over $24,400 ‘previous week, $28,- 


“Can-Can,” | 


Solid Gold Cadillac, Belasco (5th 
wk) (C-$6-$4.80; 1.077; $28,300) 
Played to stand- 
ees but theatre party commissions 


'heid take down to almost $27,900 


(previous week, $27,800). 
South Pactic, Broadway 
wk) (MC-$6-$4.80; 1,990; 


(236th 
$44.000) 
Britton). 


000). 

Tea and Sympathy, Barrymore 
(10th wk) (D-$6-$4.80: 1,060; $28,- 
300) ‘Deborah Kerr). Nearly $28,- 
400 (previous week, $28,500). 

Teahouse of the August Moon, 
Beck (8th wk) ‘C-$6-$4.80; 1,214; 
$31.681) (David Wayne, John For- 
sythe). Under $31,400 with thea- 
tre party commissions still denting 
take (previous week, $34,566 for 
nine performances). 

Trip to Bountiful, Miller ‘(5th 
wk) (D-$4.80; 920; $21.586) ‘Lillian 


Gish). Nearly $13,400 ‘previous 
week, $10,800): closed last Satur- 
day (5) after 39 performances at 


a loss of its total original invest- 
ment of $70,000. 

Wonderful Town, Winter Garden 
(41st wk) (MC-$7.20; 1,510; $54- 
173) ‘Rosalind Russell). Under $55,- 
200 ‘previous week, $54,300). 

Foreign Language 

Spanish Theatre, Broadhurst (3rd 
wk) (D-$4.80: 1.160; $28,000) tAle- 
jandro Ulloa). Spanish reperiory 
group slated to wind up Saturday 
(12), but will be moved if business 
warrants it. “Prescoit Proposals” 
is due here Dec. 16. 

Opening This Week 

Richard III, City Center (D-$2.60: 
3.090: $58,000) tJose Ferrer, Vin- 
cent Price). N. Y. City Theatre Co. 
production of Shakespeare tragedy 
opens tonight ‘Wed.). 


John M: y Anderson's Alma- 
nac, ImpePial (R-$7.20: 1.400; $52.- 
080). Michael Grace, Stanley Gil- 


key, Harry Rigby production of re- 
vue opens tomorrow night ‘Thurs.). 


‘Almanac’ $24,500 
‘House’ 126. Hub 


Boston, Dec. 8. 
Although there were but two 
legits here last week, biz was not 
too strong. “In the Summer 





' House.” starring Judith Anderson, 


bowed into the Wilbur te mostly 
unfavorable notices, but managed 
to pull fairly well in spite of them. 
“John Murray Anderson's Alma- 
nac’’ wound its month-long revamp- 
ing stint at the Shubert with spotty 
biz 

Jose Greco and his troupe, last 
here in the spring at the Latin 
Quarter, bowed into the Shubert 
for a week's stint last night (7). 

Estimates for Last Week 

In the Summer House, Wilbur 
‘Ist wk) ($4.20; 1.200) ‘Judith An- 
derson). Under $12,000. Final week 
is current. 

John Murray Anderson's Alma- 
nac, Shubert (4th wk) ‘$4.80; $6; 
1.700). Almost $24,500 for finale. 


‘PACIFIC’ OVER $41,200 
IN MADISON, WIS., WEEK 


Madison, Wis., Dec. 8. 
“South Pacific.” starring Jeanne 
Bal and Webb Tilton, pulled in 
over $41,200 at the Orpheum here 
last week. 
Musical is current at 
pheum, Davenport, Ia. 


‘James’ Disappeints In 


Cincy Preem With 1036 


Cincinnati, Dec. 8. 
Revived “Little Jessie James” 
premiere last week in the 2,500- 
seat Taft Theatre grossed a disap- 
pointing $10,500 at $4.35 top. Mu- 
sical farce, with Mimi Kelly in title 
role, was exploited liberally by 
WLW radio and TV stations and 
the Post and also got swell ad- 
vance treatment from the Times- 
Star and Enquirer. Show, however, 
was panned by two of the cricks on 
dailies. Booking was independent. 
“Time Out for Ginger,” starring 
Melvyn Douglas is in the 1,300- 

seat Cox this week at $3.69 top. 
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- — Plays Abroad 


No Sign of the Dove 


London, Dec. 4. 

Linit & Dunfee, Ltd., production of 
comedy in three acts by_ Peter Ustinov. 
Stars Beatrix Lehmann, Raymond Hunt- 
ley, Miles Malieson. Directed by Peter 
Ustinov. At Savoy, London, Dec. 3, ’53. 
2. top. 
Niche Durt Beatrix Lehmann 
Sir Mohammed D’Urt Raymond Huntley 
Lord Basingstoke ily Oe Robin Bailev 
Professor Ledegger ...... David Kossoff 
Matthew D’Urt ........ Miles Malleson 
Hope .............-... Suzanne Cloutier 


eerie, Norman Pierce | 
—_ Alvys Maben | 


Lady Basingstoke ... 


Buttress ' Stanley van Beers 


Peter Ustinov, justifiably regard- 
ed as the boy genius of the Brit- 
ish theatre, has over-reached him- 
self with his latest effort by writing 
a play which mainly consists of 
pretentious nonsense. And it’s 


rather dull nonsense at that. Apart) 
from one dramatic sequence in the | 
last act, it fails to grip the imag-, 


ination and flounders precariously 


between arty talk .and bedroom! 


farce. A bleak and dismal failure. 
which will have to be written off 
as a total loss. 

Coming so soon after his world- 
wide success with “The Love of 


Four Colonels,” this new effort is | 
a major letdown for the theatre- 


going public as well as for the au- 
thor. Admittedly, it is an attempt 
to do something different, but the 
approach is all wrong and the re- 
sult. which provoked jeers from 
the audience, near disastrous. For 
his subject matter he has chosen 
a modern-day Noah who sails off 
in a homemade ark for two with a 
foundling child, leaving his son 
and daughter and their worthless 
friends to drown. 


The play opens in the drawing. 


room of a baroque mansion but as 
the water rises, the action moves 
upwards with the second act taking 
place in the bedroom corridor and 
the final scene on the roof. Apart 
from an occasional brilliant quip. 
the sole merit rests in the moving 
speech bv Miles Malleson before 
he sets off in his ark. That he suc- 
ceeded in gripping the audience 
after jeers and backtalk was an 
equal ‘but belated! tribute to per- 
former and writer. 

Beatrix Lehmann and Raymond 
Huntley as his son and daughter 
were unreal characters although 
they. as well as other members of 
the cast. did their best with the in- 
adequate material. The author 
claims directorial credit. Myro. 


Le Diable a Quatre 
(The Devil For Four) 
Paris, Dec. 1. 


M. De La Palmira production of com- 
eiy im three acts by Louis Ducreux 
Staged by Michel De Re; sets by Jean 
Bertin. With Andre Valmy, Jean-Marc 
Thibault Micheline Dax, Jacqueline 
Noelle. At Theatre Montparnasse, Paris 


Pemy = Andre Valmy 
Martial ..+.+-.... Jeam-Mare Thibault 
Marthe pees aes Micheline Dax 


Marguerite 


Jacqueline Noelle 
Madame Isa 


Suzanne Demars 





This is a boulevard comedy 
based on a good gimmick which 
soon wears thin because of lack 
of character development, and the 
needed sparkle and wit. Main idea 
of two men exchanging their wives 
on a trial basis gets a workout 
with all stops pulled out. Piling 
up of complications soon wears out 
the main premise. This looks set 
for a moderate success here, but 
offers little for the U.S. since the 
basic plot would need drastic re- 
working. 

A heady, stormy character con- 


vinces his prosaic friend that they | 


are in a rut and need something 
to bring them out of their moral 
torpor. He suggests changing wives 


,is a proper snide, cheating wife. 
iStating is good and decors ade- 











‘ 


BROADWAY ANGELS, 
INC, 


Common Stock 
Price 50c a Share 


Consult your broker or “write or 
phone for an offering circular to 


BROADWAY ANGELS, INC. 


29 W. 65th St., New York 23 
TRafalgar 4-1815 


for a month. Laughs are rampant 
in the first act when the more 
dense friend finally realizes the 
import of the proposal, but is won 
over whep the wives accept it. 
After the month a whole series 
of complications build up—as the 
ordinary one and his trial wife 
decide they want to remain to- 
gether and the others try to get 
'their spouses back. 

Jean-Marc Thibau!t, is good as 
ithe erratic, bombastic friend who 
|starts it all, while Micheline Dax 





quate. Mosk. 





Erie Playhouse Preems 
Goldstein Short Plays 


Erie, Pa., Dec. 8. 

Ken Goldstein, playwright-in- 
residence of the Erie Playhouse, 
presented two new short plays of 
his at The Playhouse here recently, 
titled “Warfronts of the World” 
and “The Glade Before the Rise.” 
Henderson Forsythe and Newell 
Tarrant, of the Playhouse staff, di- 
, rected. 

Goldstein plays are strictly one- 
acters. Their commercial value 
would be via TV, for as stage plays 
their possibilities aren't rosy. 


“Warfronts,” the better of the) 


pair, takes place in the tent of a 
| crystal-gazer, to whom goes a con- 
fused playwright looking for end- 
ings to his unresolved, incredible 
plots. 


Current Road Shows 


(Dec. 7-19) 





Caine Mutiny Court Martial 
(Henry Fonda, John Hodiak, Lloyd 
Nolan) (tryout) — Keith - Albee, 
Huntington, W. Va. (8); Mun. Aud., 
Charleston, W. Va. (9); Mem. Aud., 
Louisville (10); Taft, Cincy (11); 
Mem. Aud., Columbus, O. (12); 
Bushnell <Aud., Hartford (14); 
Opera House, Boston (15-19) (Re- 
viewed in Variety, Ott. 14, 53). 

Evening With Beatrice Lillie 
(Beatrice Lillie)\—Shubert, Detroit 
(7-12); Royal Alexandra, Toronto 
(14-19). 


Orleans (8-19). 

Guys and Dolls — Playhouse, 
Wilmington (7-12); Shubert, Phila. 
(14-19). 

His and Hers (Celeste Holm, 
Robert Preston) (tryout) — Nixon, 
Pitt. (11-19). 

In the Summerhouse (Judith 


(7-12); Shubert, Wash. (14-19) (Re- 
viewed in Variety, Dec. 2, 53). 
John Brown’s Body (Tyrone 
Power, Anne Baxter, Raymond 
Massey)—Aud., Portland, Me. (7); 
Shubert, New Haven (8-12); Vir- 
ginia Univ. Aud., Charlottesville 
(14); Syria Mosque, Richmond (15); 
Mun. Aud., Norfolk (16); Playhouse, 
Wilmington (17); Lyrie, Balto. (18- 


’ 

Little Jessie James (tryout) — 
Hartman, Columbus (7-12); Ford’s, 
Balto. (14-19) (Reviewed in VARIETY, 
Dec. 2, °53). 

Mademoiselle Colombe 
Harris, Edna_ Best? 
Shubert, New Haven (17-19). 

Misalliance—Selwyn, Chi (7-19). 

New Faces—Curran, S. F. (7-19). 

Oh Men, Oh Women (Franchot 
Tone) (tryout\—Locust St., Phila. 


(Julie 





“The Glade” tells of a bomber 
crew bailing out over North Korea, 
Christmas Eve, 1951. The group is 
huddled on a hillside waiting for 
the “Gook” to bring them food and 
medical aid. Then the group get 
to talking about faith in them- 
selves, with flashbacks, weaving 
into their present plight. 

Goldstein is a native New York- 
er. graduated from Kent State 
‘A.B.) and U. of Michigan (M.A). 
He won the 1951 Hopwood Award 
at Michigan. Has written five 


three-act plays and three one-act- | 


ers. Two of his three-acters were 
produced—one at Kent State, the 
other at Michigan. Mead. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
MC ‘Musical Comedy), MD (Mu- 
sical Drama}, O (Opera). 








Charley’s Aunt (C)—N. Y. City)! 


Theatre Co., prod.; Jose Ferrer, 
dir.-star. 
Dear Charles ‘C’—Richard Aid- 


rich-Richard Myers, John J. Wild-} 


berg & Julius Fleischman, prods.; 


Romney Brent, dir.: Annabella, | 
Oscar Karlweis. stars. 
Starcross Story ‘D)—Shuberts, 


John C. Wilsen, prods.; Wilson, 
dir; Eva Le Gallienne, Mary 
Astor, stars. 


Met. Blow Up 
' 


_—~as continued from page 69 
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the Starlight Summer Theatre in 
Pawling, N. Y., to take over the 
managerial reins. “We will move 
right ahead with our plans,” Dick- 
erson said, ‘‘and what’s more, I 


have just signed Veronica Lake to} 


star in ‘I Am a Camera’ beginning 
Jan. 5, as the first series of eight 
shows for the '54 season.” They 
, have Tom Drake to star in “Stalag 
17". this week (8), along with sev- 
eral members of the original New 
York cast. 

The new Arena boss said that his 
partners are currently dickering to 
_buy full control of the New York 
Arena Guild and will start theatres 
jin Ft. Lauderdale, St. Petersburg 
and Cincinnatti. 

The Arena is scaled from $1.80 to 
' $4.80 and last week’s gross of 
| $5,900 for “Blue” was a record for 
; the Mehphis 400-seater in seven 
| performances. Janet Riley - sup- 





ported Cook. 






































“Porgy and Bess”’ 


FORREST THEATRE, Philadelphia 


“Sportin’ Life , . 


Mgt.: BILL MITTLER, 1619 Broadway, New York 





CAB CALLOWAY 


Sportin’ Life 
Currently 


. Cab Calloway gives it fresh impetus.” 
—Phila, Evening Bulletin. 





y Ae 

Oklahoma—American, St. L. (7- 
(12): Temple, Birmingham (14-19). 
Porgy & Bess—Forrest, Phila. 
| (7-19). 

| Remarkable Mr. Pennypacker 
| (Burgess Meredith, Martha Scott) 
| (tryout! — Parsons, Hartford (10- 
/12): Walnut St., Phila. (14-19). 

| Prescott Proposals (Katharine 
| Cornell) (tryout!—National, Wash. 
| (7-12) (Reviewed in Variety, Nov. 
132. *S3). 


; 
' 


| Seven Year Itch (Eddie Bracken) | 


—Erlanger, Chi (7-19). 
| South Pacific (Jeanne Bal, Webb 
| Tilton) — Orpheum, Davenport (7- 
|12); Iowa, Cedar Rapids (14-16); 
| KRNT Theatre, Des Moines (17-19). 
Time Ont for Ginger (Melvyn 
Douglas} — Cox, Cincy. © (7-12); 
American, St. Louis (14-19). 
Twin Beds—Metropolitan, Prov- 
idence (7-12); Lyric, Allentown, 
Pa. (16-19). 


Chi (8-19). 











| Atkinson 


——mas Continued from page 68 


more Pulitzer prizes for later plays 
and the Nobel prize in 1936 for 
his complete works. 











since he was active in the theatre. 
Many lovers of the theatre and 
workers in the theatre today have 





‘understanding the tremendous im- 
| pact he made on the theatre from 


11917 to 1931, which was his richest | 


| period. He put on about 20 plays 
|in that period. And they were not 
just professional plays. Much of 
them represented a sincere, pas- 
sionate attempt to say something 
of tremendous significance about 
mankind in a fresh and passionate 
dramatic form. 

“Many of his plays were not 
good. I think we would all have 
to agree that a few of them were 
terrible, for he often let his vio- 
lent emotions overcome his critical 
judgement. But every play was for 
him the product of overwhelming 
conviction. He transformed the 
American theatre from a silly craft 
into a seriously intended art. And 
‘Desire Under The Elms’ and 
‘Mourning Becomes Electra’ are, I 


ways rank with the best works of 
Ibsen and Strindberg. 

“It is difficult now to realize 
how much energy he poured intg 
the theatre and how much excite- 
ment he stirred up in theatre peo- 


beginnings were rude, but some 
of his mature works were and are 
magnificent. There had never been 
anyone like him in our theatre be- 
fore and there will never be any- 
one like him in the future, no mat- 
ter how great some future drama- 
tists may turn out to be. For every- 
thing he wrote bore the personal 
stamp of a powerful, courageous, 
earnest, aspiring genius. And I am 

















using the word ‘genius’ judici- 
ously.” 


89% Profit on ‘Season’, 
New $28,800 Divvy Paid 


Another $28,800 dividend was 
paid last week on “Fifth Season,” 
bringing the total distributed 
profit to $106,800 on George Kon- 
dolf’s production of the Sylvia 
Regan comedy, costarring Menasha 
Skulnik and Richard Whorf. The 
show is currently in its 47th week 
at the Cort, N. Y. 

On the standard 50-50 split be- 
tween the management and back- 
ers, the latest divvy means that 
the latter have thus far made an 





Good Nite, Ladies—Civic, New | 


Anderson) (tryout)—Wilbur, Boston | 


(tryout) —| 


(7-12) (Reviewed in Variety, Dec. | 


Wish You Were Here—Shubert, | 


“It has been nearly 20 years’ 


never seen most of his plays done | 
professionally and have no way of | 


think, masterpieces that will al-| 


ple as well as in the public. The | 


89% profit on their $60,000 invest- 
| ment. 


‘OKLA.’ OVER $28,100 
FOR WEEK IN INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Dec. 8. 
“Oklahoma” played to over 
$28,100 in eight performances at 
the Murat Nov. 30-Dec. 5, building 
to capacity biz after a slow start. 
First time here at $3.60 top. Mur- 
at, hard up for shows this season, 
has nothing else in sight until Jan. 
15, when Ballet Theatre is booked 

for a single performance. ’ 
“Caine Mutiny Court Martial” 
| played to an audience of 6,000 in 
|a single at Purdue U. Hall of Mu- 
| sic, West Lafayette, Dec. 2 and to 
| 3,200 capacity at Indiana U. Audi- 
'torium, Bloomington, Dec. 6. Both 
| were sold out in advance, I.U. date 

; on season series basis. 

















| News Strike 


| ———— Continued from page 69 


view” of the musical by Oliver 
, Dragon, in his Ollie characteriza- 
ition on the “Kukla, Fran and 
'Ollie’ TV stanza Sunday (6) on 
| NBC out of Chicago. Representa- 
‘tive of the program had been flown 
'to New York at the legit show’s 
expense, to cover a performance. 

Spot announcements were 
| bought by Hyams and other legit 

pressagents, particularly Michel 
| Mok for the Rodgers-Hammerstein 
productions, on most New York 
radio and TV stations. However, 
a move for the League of N. Y. 
| Theatres to buy time on various 
local stations for cooperative plug- 
ging of all current Broadway 
shows fell through, as some man- 
|}agements declined to go along and 
others had already made similar 
commitments direct. One difficul- 
ity facing legit managements was 
that department stores and other 
firms had bought up much of the 
available spots in an attempt to 
counteract the lack of printed ad- 
vertising. 

, One of the more surprising as- 
pects of the lively legit attend- 
|}ance was that “Madam, Will You 
Walk,’ which 
;night (1) at the away-from-Times 
|Square Phoenix Theatre, drew 
healthy trade despite the absence 
| Of an advance sale and the lack of 
| press coverage. The house received 
generous TV and radio plugs and 
hypoed business by accepting tick- 
|et reservations by phone. 

There were numerous incidental 
angles to the whole situation. For 
example, premieres of ‘Madam” 
,and “Kismet” had no way of pub- 

licizing a change of curtain time, 
|so the performances retained the 
|8 p.m. start, although the press 
shutdown meant that critics on 
'the dailies had no deadline to 
meet. 

General feeling in the trade ap- 
pears to be that the whole situa- 
tion may have a healthy effect. 
|For one thing, it’s believed, that 
|may be a reevaluation of the im- 
pact of reviews by the daily critics. 
| In the case of “Kismet,” it appears 
|that the public may be reached 
|via TV and radio, with a previous- 
| ly unsuspected audience ready to 
| patronize legit if directly ap- 
|proached. Avalanche of window 
trade and mail orders for the show 
| following the opening seems to 
|Support this view, 














opened Tuesday | 





} 


| B’way Flops 

















— Continued from page 69 
for amateur productions last week, 
| following play’s Broadway clos- 
| ing Nov. 28, Samuel French, licens- 
jing agency on the work, received 
|two requests for the property. 
| Bids came from the Karamu Play- 
/house, Cleveland, and the Pitts- 
| burg (Pa.) Playhouse, both top non- 
pro outfits. French, incidentally, 
has also acquired the amateur 





_rights to “Ladies of the Corridor,” | 
“The | 


‘The Frogs of Spring,” 


Strong Are Lonely” and “Esc. 
pade.” All were Main Stem flops 
this season. 

The non-pro groups, however, 
aren’t adverse to putting on plays 
that had successful Broadway runs. 
“Our Town” is the most*popular 
work in the French catalog, While 
“The Male Animal,” “Ten little 
Indians,” Goodbye, My Fancy,” 
“Affairs of State,” “Come Back, 
Little Sheba,” “Night Must Falj” 
and “Angel Street” rate as strong 
entries. 

Other plays that rank as faves 
with the amateur outfits are 
“Junior Miss,” “What a Life.” 
“Dear Ruth,” “John Loves Mary,” 
“Stage Door,” “The Heiress,” and 
“The Winslow Boy.” Plays like 
“Death of a Salesman,” “Streetcar 
Named Desire,” “Light Up the 
Sky” and “Glass Menagerie” have 
also stirred up .some interest. 
Comedies by George S. Kaufman 
and Moss Hart go over big, with 
their ‘““You Can’t Take It With You” 
a perennial click. 

Also getting sock reception on 
the amateur circuit are plays that 
were never done on Broadway, such 
as “See How They Run,” which is 
also a solid summer stock entry. 
There’s also a trend towards do- 
ing legit versions of TV shows, 
with plays already turned out un- 
der the tags of “Mr. Peepers” and 
“I Love Lucy.” In the same vein, 
a special legit edition of “Father 
of the Bride” is making the rounds 
of the non-pro outlets. Other film 
to legit transitions, such as 
“Father,” include “Mr. Angel,” 
which went through the celluloid 
process as “For Heaven’s Sake.” 

Biz on these Broadway offshoots 
has become so big, that it’s proved 
worthwhile for a Broadway legit 
pressagent, Bernard Simon, to 
cover these amateur groups with 
a package publicity service, with 
necessary data to promote these 
plays. 
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road reached 20 or higher. Grosses 
for the last four weeks of the 26- 
week period showed a steady drop, 
easing off from $397,100 to 
$328,700. 

50 Offerings 


About 50. different offerings 
played touring outlets during the 
period covered. Of these, 26 were 
pre-Broadway tryouts. The remain- 
ing presentations included the out- 
of-town engagements of the Broad- 
way companies of ‘‘South Pacific” 
and “Guys and Dolls” during the 
summer. Both musicals did potent 
b. o. biz. “Maid in the Ozarks,” 
which wound up its road tour Sat- 
urday (5), was the only straight 
play to run through the entire 26- 
week period. 


Only other shows to span the 26 
weeks were the touring editions of 
“South Pacific,” “Guys and Dolls,” 
“New Faces” and “Pal Joey.” Last 
named called it quits Nov. 28. Of 
the straight plays that went on 
tour this season, ‘Time of the 
Cuckoo,” “Love of Four Colonels,” 
“Postman Always Rings Twice” 
and “Make Momma Happy” are 
already casualties. 

Only other road productions so 
far this season of recent Broad- 
way entries are “Seven Year Itch,” 
“Evening With Beatrice Lillie,” 
“John Brown’s Body,” “Time Out 
For Ginger,” “Misalliance” and 
“Children’s Hour.” Last named 
play wound up its tour Saturday 
(5). 

New additions to the current 
crop of tourers are “Porgy and 
Bess” and “Wish You Were Here.” 
Both tuners wound up long Broad- 
way runs Nov. 28. 











“CARMEN JONES” 


Duluth, Minn. ........ Dec. 10 
Port Arthur, Canada. . .Dec. 11 
Hibbing, Minn. ....... Dec. 12 
Ironwood, Mich. ...... Dec. 13 
Marshfield, Wis. ...... Dec. 14 


Wausau, Wisconsin ....Dec. 16 
Virginia, Minn. ....... Dec. 17 
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Hearst-syndicated Bob Considine, 
with an NBC commentary show; 
Icor (Cholly Knickerbocker) Cas- 
cni, also Hearst, with his society 
turn on DuMont (previously local 
on WNBT); World-Telegram & 
san’s Bob Dana, who's: airing a 
yideo version of his dining tips 
column; News’ sportswriter Hy 
Turkin, with a sports segment on 
WPIX; and on the panel show 
roster, W-T & S radio-TV critic 
Harriet Van Horne, The _ Post’s 
sports co:umnist Jimmy Cannon 
and of course the Journal- 
\erican-Hearst Miss Kilgallen. 
On the AM side, the Herald Tri- 
pune’s Hy Gardner, who’s_ had 
come tele exposure, currently 
handles the N.Y. end of ABC’s 
“Three-City Byline” (with Irv 
Kupcinet in Chi and Sheilah Gra- 
ham in L.A.) Winchell’s now 
simulcasting; Powers and Corum 
also handle the radio end on Gil- 
lette events, and Miss Kilgallen 
still has her longtime Mr. & Mrs. 
segment with hubby Dick Kollmar, 
“Dorothy & Dick” on WOR. 

Plethora of newsmen on radio- 
TV has even worked a switch, with 
several video personalities moving 
into the newspaper field: Faye 
Emerson is syndicated by Kings 
Features, with her column on ra- 
dio-TV appearing locally in the 
W-T & S. Mary Margaret McBride, 
who left the newspaper field years 
ago to establish a near-unparallel- 
ed niche in radio, is back in the 
fold with a column in the Daily 
Mirror. And Tex McCrary & Jinx 
Falkenburg had their newspaper 
heyday not long ago with a column 
in the Herald Tribune. 








Coast Bunch Too 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 

There are some plum pickings 
in radio-TV here for local news- 
men, but not as much as one might 
expect in the film capital. Most of 
the top gossip columnists have 
broadcasting berths, however, with 
the Los Angeles Mirror leading the 
pack in the number of its writers 
on the broadcasting end. 

Paul Coates, Mirror columnist, 
has three local shows, all on TV: 
“Bachelor’s Haven,” “Our Famous 
Husbands” and “Paul Coates Con- 
fidential.” Virgil Pinkley, Mirror 
editor-publisher, has a local TV 
news commentary segment and is 
airing regularly on the ABC-Radio 
net. Los Angeles Daily News has 
two writers on news segments, 
Paul Price, the paper’s radio-TV 
editor on video, and Les Claypool, 
political writer, on radio. 

Along the gossip beat, North 
American Newspaper Alliance Hol- 
lywood columnist Sheilah Graham 
has a radio show, as has Hearst 
columnist Louella Parsons, one of 
the vets gn the AM spectrum. Flor- 
abel Muir, ex-Mirror columnist 
and now Hollywood correspondent 
for the N.Y. Daily News, has a TV 
“expose” show on local issues. 





Chicago 

Chicago, Dec. 8. 

Radio and television, particular- 
ly the latter, continue as lucrative 
sideline operations for Windy City 
gossip columnists, and their col- 
lecgues from the city side pick up 
some extra coin on an invite basis 
from the two remaining local 
panel shows dealing with city and 
rational current events. 

‘op coin honors are shared by 
Irv Kupeinet, Sun-Times colum- 
n'st and Tony Weitzel, his Daily 


News counterpart. Kupcinet hosts | 


a nightly quarter-hour celeb inter- 
— session on WBBM-TV for 
Platz Beer, and handles the color 


on WGN’s Sunday radio broad- | 


casts of the Chi Bears’ games for 
a andard Oil. Weitzel works a 
Gianer hour 10-minute TV stint 


dl WNBQ, and he is joined by 
Mrs. Weitzel for a daily hubby | 


“1G frau radio interview show 


aired by WMAQ from the Conrad | 


shiton’s Park Row eatery. Both) 
eilzel ventures generally are 
a, larded with participating 
lients, 


we ttch Ward, the Chicago Trib- 
cul, )DOrts editor, also has him- 
" ny 4 sponsored TV show on WGN- 
Dud londay nights following the 
a ont show from Eastern Park- 
Meng ew’ Foxhead 400 Beer picks 
- tHe tap, 

Interesting switch on the type- 


Writ ‘ - 1 
€r-l0O-image orthicon routine 


Wa 


* provided several months by 
Duggan who became a hot 
erty via his sports soap- 
S and who was hired by the 


Tom 
V pro; 


and Cushy Sidelines 


Continued from page 1 =e 











Chicago America to double as a 
sports columnist. 


Philadelphia 
y Philadelphia, Dec. 8. 
Very few newspapermen are get- 





, ting radio-TV pickings here. At! 


present there are only four—Frank 
|Brookhouser, Evening Bulletin 
| columnist, has a 15-minute Sunday 
|night show on WCAU-TV. Lanse 
| McCurley, sports editor of the 
| Daily News, has a cross-the-board 
| sports slot on WPTZ, at 7:15 p.m. 
,{10 minutes with Al Wistert, for- 
mer Eagles lineman and captain). 
Jerry Gaghan, columnist and 
drama editor of Daily News, does 
a “First Nighter’ bit on WPTZ 
aiter each stage opening. Joe Mil- 
ler, political editor of the Inquirer, 
does political surveys periodically 
ca WFIL-TV, paper’s own station. 

Several have fallen by the way- 
side, Last Spring, the Evening 
Bulletin broke out with a rash of 
staffers on its own station, WCAU- 
|TV, in a late nite segment called 
“Columnists’ Corner.” Detail wag 
split among four men: Earl! Selby. 


Don Rose, chitchat and humor, and 
Fd Pollock, sports. Lasted about 
five or six months and folded. 
John McCullough, former Inquirer 
writer acted as moderator for 
WFIL-TV on program dealing with 
local events. McCullough has since 
left paper for agency post. 


14 in Boston 
Boston, Dec. 8. 

While the Boston Globe is the 
lone daily with no staffers dou- 
bling on either radio or TV, 14 
scribes, representing seven loca! 
sheets, are currently augmenting 
their incomes via regularly skedded 
air shows. 

On the WBZ, WBZ-TV roster. 
|newspapermen and women handle 
ithe following shows: 

Cornelius “Neil” Scanlan, city 
|}editor of the American, who con- 
| ducts an across the board 15-min- 


‘ute news summary on TV at 7:15 
p.m. tabbed the “Shawmut Nightly 
Newsletter.” 

The panel TVer, “Starring the 
Editors,” with Erwin D. Canham, 
editor-in-chief of the Christian Sci- 
| ence Monitor as moderator, flanked 
| by C. Edward Holland, the Rec- 
ord’s executive city editor, John 
Griffin, editor-in-chief, Post and 
the Herald’s political editor, Wil- 
liam E. Mullins. 

Marjorie Mills, Herald-Traveler 





paper staffers to enter radio, has 
hour stint at 12:30 daily from WBZ, 
shows of its-type in New England. 


tor, conducts the 15-minute “At 
Home With Mildred Carlson” TVer 
every Monday at 2:45 p.m. and 
a across-the-board 25-minute stint 
on WBZ at 9:30 a.m. 

Appearing on WNAC are: Bill 
Cunningham, Herald feature writer 
whose Sunday night 8 p.m. 15-min- 
ute broadcast is beamed over Mu- 
tual. Ruth Muggleby, Women's 
editor of the Sunday Advertiser 
and the Record-American, conducts 
the “Yankee Home Town Food 
Show” Monday through Friday for 
a half-hour starting at 1:15 p.m. 
Fred Foye, Traveler schoolboy 
|sports editor, with a 15-minute 
| sports roundup Saturday at 6:30 
| p.m. 
| Heard through WHDH are: Hal 
| Claney, Traveler city editor, who 
‘airs a 10-minute news shot Mon- 





Bill Schofield, Traveler editorial 
writer, conducting a 15-minute 
| cross-the-board news report at 7:30 
ip.m. Alice Dixon Bond, Herald- 
| Traveler book editor, discusses the 
current editions during her 15-min- 
i ute stint Sundays at 7:15 p.m. Lone 
daily staffer heard on WVDA is Bill 
Buchanan, Herald-Traveler radio 
-and TV editor, who conducts a 40- 
minute deejay show, “What's Old” 
each Saturday at 7:05 p.m. 





Pittsburgh 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 8. 

Newspapermen§ all over the 
country may be finding lush pick- 
ings in TV these days, but so far 
at any rate the ‘bonanza hasn't hit 
Pittsburgh. That’s probably due, 
as much as for any other reason, 
to the fact that until recently town 
has had only a single channel, the 
DuMont owned - and - operated 
WDTV. 

Until this fall. only one mem- 


her of the big Pitt male scribbling ! 


politics;. Harry Harris, show biz; | 


for many years conducted a half- 5, 


Mildred Carlson, Post food edi- 


day through Friday at 12 (noon). | 


{| fraternity was grabbing some tele- | 


| V-sion coin, and that was Harold 
Cohen, drama editor and col- 
u:onist of the morning Post-Ga- 
_zette and Variety mugg here. He 
,and his wife, Stephanie Diamond, 
radio actress, have been on WDTV 
since last October for 15 minutes 
| Tuesday and Thursday afternoons 


| frequent guest interviews of vis- 
‘iting theatrical figures. 


Couple _ of other Post-Gazette 
Staffers since then have landed 
some leituce on TV, too, with 


start of Channel 2’s weekly “This | 
Time Next Week” panel show, 
“nich is a tieup with Hamburg 
bros., RCA - Victor distributors 
here, and the morning sheet. On 
it, Andrew Chancellor, P-G_ edi- 
tcrial writer, is the moderator and 
Andrew Bernhard, the newspa- 
per’s editor, one of the panelists. 
Vince Johnson, a P-G reporter and 
former sports columnist, had a 
brief ride this season on WDTY, 
tuu. on Pontiac Dealers’ “Sports- 
men’s Club,” but -it lasted only 
five weeks and Johnson’s TV take 
has ended. 

On the distaff side, there’s only 
one on TV, and that’s Dorothy 
Randal], fashion editor of the Sun- 
Telegraph. She‘s been on_ the 
twice-weekly afternoon panel of 
“Ask the Girls” since the program 
‘tarted nearly two years ago. Karl 
Krug, Sun-Tele drama editor, got 
J6 months, along with Cohen, on 
£10-Biz-Quiz in the early days of 
teevee jocally, but that quizzer has 
Leen off now for nearly two years. 


| Detroit 

Detroit. Dec 8. 

| There’s a fairly good-sized dele- 
| gation of newspapermen doubling 
‘in radio and television in this 
;town. However, the high-water 
;murk for the scribble and chatter 
routine was reached about a year 
and a half ago. An ebb tide has 
swept quite a few of the seribes 
back behind their typewriters and 
‘away from the mikes and the 
lights. 

Only one person, Bud Lanker 
hes recently -deserted the news 
room for the studio. A former De- 
treit Free Press reporter, Lanker 
had his own show “Hello Girls.” 
on WXYZ-TYV for about a vear 
Isut. now he’s limited to a spot on 
a nightly news telecast. 

Bruce Campbell. executive city 
editor of the Free Press, still mod- 
erates “Press Conference” once 
weekly over WXYZ-TV. with Leo 
Donovan, automotive editor of the 
Free Press. as a regular member 
of a panel of reporters who inter- 
view persons in the news. 
| Tommy Devine, Free Press 
sports writer, has his own hockey 


|food editor, one of the first news- show on WXYZ-TV. Dick Osgood. 


u veteran of radio, has doubled in 
ass in reverse. He is a Free 
Press radio and television colum- 


building it into one of the major yict and, at the same time. con- 


tinues his “Show World” and news 
programs on WXYZ. 

Laurene Pringle, women’s edi- 
tor of the Free Press, has just 
ileft a panel of femmes who dis- 
| cussed things “Strictly Female” 
‘each afternoon on WXYZ-TV. 
| At WWJ, Detroit News colum- 
nist Jack Carlisle appears on AM 
five days a week as does Herschell 
| Hart, radio and TV editor of the 
| paper. Various members of the 
|News’ sports” staff appear on 
“Sports Closeup” once weekly on 
WW4J-TV. The station is owned by 
the News. 

WJBK-TV has a working. ar- 
{rangement with the Detroit Times. 
| but one of its regulars is Lyall 
| Smith, sports editor of the Free 
Press, who appears once a week 
fon “Pro Press Box” preceding the 
|Detroit Lions games. Ed Hayes. 
Times sports writer, has his own 
daily show on WJBK-TV. 
| Ray Giradin, Detroit Times re- 
porter, has a nightly news broad- 
;cast on CKLW. 


Minneapolis 


Minneapolis, Dec. 8 





Literati 








Now It’s Just 2 Cudlipps 
The reign of the three Cudlipp 


Bete r . , brothers as London national news- | 
doing a show biz chitchat with! paper editors was shortlived. Ten. 


days after Reginald Cudlipp was 
promoted editor of the News of 
the World, his brother, Percy, 
ankled the chair at the Daily Her- 
ald. Latter post has been fiiied by 
Syvdney aint bee 

The, thit 
torial “ae 
Pictorial/@né 















Flack Guild’s Co-Prexies 

Dick Linke and Walter Kaner 
were named co-presidents of the 
N.Y. Publicists Guild at org’s an- 
nual elections last week. It marks 
the first time in Guild’s history 
that two flacks will share the prexy 
post. 

Other officers elected were John 
O'Malley, first veepee: Spencer 
Hare, second veepee; Lillian Pick- 
ard, treasurer; and Edward Mintz 
secretary. Ivan Black is the out- 
going prez. 


New Chi TV Mag 
TV Today, new mag of Chi pro- 


grams and features, is slated for 
a bow next week with a guaran- 


teed circulation of 100,000 


Book 


will be edited by Marty O’Shaug- 
nessy and staffed by Jack McGuire, 


Frances Clow and Pat O’Brien. 

Weekly is being published by 
William Hilliard. now publishing 
mags of the same name in Canada 
Michigan and Ohio. 


Tom Weatherly B'way ‘Pomes’ 

Publicist Tom Weatherly has 
just signed with Martin L. Wolf. 
president of Library Publishers. 
giving that firm the right to pub- 
lish a hard cover volume of Weath- 
erly’s light verse early this spring. 
Tentative title of the book at the 


moment is “Main Stem Stuff.” 
Practically all of the pieces ‘which 
pertain to Broadway and other 


phases of show business: first ap- 
peared in Walter Winchell’s col- 


umn or on Page 2 of V 3 2 


¥ ARIZ 





Pictorial History of Humor 

Humor reflects many aspects of 
American life and growth and 
“Pictorial History of American 
Humor.” to be published next 
November by Barnes. will offer an 
historical document that undoubt- 
edly will tell not only what Amer- 
ica laughed at from Colonial times 
to the present, but will also na! 
rate in text and pictures the au- 
thentic story of our modes and cus- 
toms. It is being edited by John 
Durant and Nathaniel Benchies 
and will sell for $10 

“Pictorial History of American 
Humor” is third of this series. The 
first was “Pictorial History of 
American Sports” by John Durant 
and Otto Bettman; and the second 
just published, is “Pictorial His- 
tory of American Ships” by Joh: 
and Alice Durant. 





Tale of A Sleeper Hit 

Dancers of Bali, the exotic terp 
troupe that proved the sleepe 
SRO attraction on Broadway and 
around the U.S.) last season (stay- 
ing seven weeks alone in NY. tor 
a $140,000 sellout). gets a further 
bouquet from John Goasts “Dan- 
cers of Bali” ‘Putnam; $4! just 
published. Book is unusually ap- 
pealing in being a simple, ver: 
affecting storv of the selfless zea! 
of Englishman Coast and his Java- 
nese wife in making the overseas 
junket possible : 

Enamoured of Balinese dancing 
the Coasts lived in Bali; slowly put 
the dance company together; over- 
came temperaments, jealousies, po- 
litical difficulties and  govern- 
mental knifings, for final success 
Their achievement proved not onl) 


Broadway's first hit of last autumn, 


| Cedric Adams and George Grim, | 


' newspaper columnists, rate as Twin 


Cities’ top radio and TV personali- 
ties. On radio they've been that 
| for many years, even long before 
'TV’s advent, but video has pro- 
;pelled them more into the lime- 
‘light and 
were fat earnings. 

| Adams boasts a total of 43 week- 
ly sponsored air programs, an 
/amazing number and by far the 
largest had by any one other local 
individual, it’s pointed out. The 
mystery is how he finds sufficient 
time to get them all in. His annual 


boosted what already | 


income from radio and TV is esti- , 


mated at well in the six figures 

Grim’s weekly airlane stint com 

prises 21 TV programs and six 
(Continued on page 75) 


j 


but a sensation around the country 
in theatres, concert halls, even 
niteries. Coast's way of telling the 
yarn is unaffected and utterly ab- 
sorbing. He underplays the pa- 
thetic note of his final sluffoff by 
an ungrateful Indonesian govern- 
ment, Bron. 


Nevada Sheet’s 95th Anni _ 
The Territorial Enterprise, Ne- 
vada’s first newspaper now pub- 


os. father, 








Ever Young 

Mademoiselle mag is pull- 
ing a switch, naming among 
its 10 Young Women of the 
Year the ancient figure of 
Aphrodite, sculpture which 
was rediscovered this year 
and now on permanent display 
in N. Y.’s Metropolitan Mu- 
seum of Art. 

Eleventh annual award list 
also includes Audrey Hep- 
burn, from films and legit. and 
Maria Callas, opera singer. 


lished by Lucius Beebe, former 
columnist for the N.»° ¥. Herald 
Tribune, this week celebrated its 
95th anniversary as Nevada’s old- 


est’ newspaper. Well wishers who. 


sent congratulations to the pioneer 
paper included President Eisen- 
hower, Bernard Baruch who once 
prospected in the Névada desert, 
Gov. Charles Russell and William 
Randolph Hearst, Jr., whose grand- 
Senator George Hearst, 
the first of his many for- 
as Virginia City in the ‘60s. 






re were also received 
from : & Bankhead occa- 
sioned by th mecumstance that 


one of the backers 
way success, “The 
Teeth,” was Charles Clegg. now 
editor of Territorial Enterprise, 
and Beebe’s partner in the prop- 
erty which they acquired three 


years ago, 


her Broad- 
SR of Our 








Prolific Neil Morgan 
Neil Morgan, San Diego Tribune 
columnist, has two tomes on 
stands this month and another due 
in January. His “Crosstown.” a 
sequel] to his “My San Diego” of 


1951, and. “It Started With a 
Roar,’ story ‘of San Diego 200, 
were published in San Diego. 
“Know Your Doctor,’ written by 


Dr. Leo Smolar, is pubbed by 
Little Brown, and due next month. 


Anthology on Courage 

Twayne Publishers, N.Y. is issu- 
ing “Courage Is The Key,” edited 
by Alexander Klein, containing 49 
triumph-over-adversity yarns. In- 
cluded are Billy Rose’s “Saga of 
Jimmy) Savo.” Helen Hayes’ “I 
Learned To Live Again” ‘foliow- 
ing the death of her daughter), 
Marjorie Lawrence's “Sing I 
Must,” and John Golden’s “Great- 
est Trouper I Ever Knew,” story 
of Fred Holloway. 

Other contributors include Paul 
de Kruif, Lucy Freeman, James 
Ramsey Ullman, Paul Gallico, 
Dorothy Canfield Fisher. Alexan- 
der P. de Seversky and Thor 


Heverdahl. 


CHATTER 
Simon & Schuster have brought 
out Roger Price's “Droodies.” 
Eddie Ashton, show scribe of 
Giasgow Bulletin, penning senes 
on Scotch comedians. 
Pete Martin has completed his 
tome on the life of Bob Hope and 


James A. FitzPatrick working en 
the concluding chapters of his new 
book. “Fireside Travels.” 

Forrest Ackerman signed by 
Films in Review to cover science- 
fiction and fantasy films. 

Dr. Edgar Proenca and Igor de 
Souza Tenorio in Hollywood to 
round up material for Brazilian 
newspapers. 

Inez Wallace in Hollywood on 

r semi-annugl tour to round up 

) interviews for the Cleveland 
iain Dealer. 

Macdonald Daly. Scot scribe. off 
to Brazil to 0.0. the South Ameri- 
an scene for Sunday Pictorial of 
London's Auld Lang Syne edition. 

Radio Novels Inc. chartered io 
conduct a booking agency and mu- 
sic publishing business in NY. 
Max L. Alpern the filing attorney. 

Olin Downes, music critic of the 
New York Times, will address stu- 
Gents at Queens College, N.Y... to- 
day (‘Wed.) on experiences as a 
writer-critic. 

Bob Fleming. ex - Milwaukee 
Journal, slated to take over as 
Newsweek's Chi bureau chief, suc- 
ceeding Charles ‘Chuck) Roberts 
who shifted to N. Y. 

Dial has just signed for Abner 
Dean's fifth book, called “Cave 
Drawings for the Future,” to be 
published this spring: will contain 
58 full page drawings. 

Cleveland Press, key Scripps- 
Howard paper, published booklet, 
“From Humble Beginnings,” com- 
memorating 75th anniversary. First 
of the chain, paper has been top 
dollar-maker. Louis Seltzer is edi- 
tor 

Doubleday sold European rights 
to Mildred and Gordon Gordon's 
novel, “Case File: FBI,” to Les 
Presses de la Cite, Paris. Pub- 
lication will tie in with the release 
of the picture through United 
Artists. . 

Richard A. Riley elected presi- 
dent of the Youngstown (O.) News- 
paper Guild, succeeding William 
K. Gibson, who declined renomina- 
tion. Riley is telegraph editor of 
the Vindicator, only daily there, 
and was former head of the Guild 
for three terms. 

Michael Stern, Fawcetts’‘ roving 
Rome correspondent, in on a cou- 
ple of deadline stories for True 
mag. including a roundup piece on 
the Major Holohan murder behind 
the Allied lines in Italy, an inter- 
national story which Stern uncov- 
ered abroad and scooped in the 

*Faweett monthly. 
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Broadway 


Louis R. Lurie back to the Coast. 
Jack Hylton in and out on a 
uickie Broadway 0.0.; flew back to 
ndon over the weekend. 

Marcel Hillaire back from Holly- 
wood where he did a featured part 
in Billy Wilder’s “Sabrina Fair” at 
Paramount. . 

London music pub Reg Connelly 
in for a fortnight before his annual 
Nassau a for the Xmas-New 
Year's period. 

Harry Ruby in with his wife, 
the former Eileen Percy, who is 
consulting eye medicos because of 
an optical ailment. 

Keefe Brasselle, who portrays 
Eddie Cantor, in from the Coast 
for bally work on Warners “The 
Eddie Cantor Story.” 

M-G studio exec E. J. Mannix 
returned to the Coast over the 
weekend after a week of confabs 





with homeoffice execs. 


Claude C. Philippe flying to} 
Paris for the Xmas-New Year's | 
holidays with his wife, Mony, who | 
is currently in the Comedie-Fran- | 
caise. . 

Eve Sully (Block &) flew to the 
Coast for a guester on “Place the | 
Face,” CBS TVer which originates | 
from the Coast and is seen in N. Y. | 
tomorrow (Thurs.). 

George Jessel will emcee the 
“Eddie Cantor Story” (WB) preem | 
at the Paramount, Dec. 23, for) 
benefit of the Educational Alliance, | 
a lower eastside N, Y. settlement 
house. 

The Bob (Dottie) Macraes made | 
Gladys and Frank Folsom grand-| 


terest in new play here, “Kean,” 
it is being called “Citizen Kean.” 

Lucienne Boyer into Alhambra 
next week with two new songs in 
her rep which Edith Piaf composed 
for her. 

Eleonora Rossi-Drago here to 
begin work on Julian Duvivier p.c, 
“L’Affaire Maurizius” 
Daniele Gelin. 

Roland Amon to N. Y. with a 
copy of recently completed Sacha 
Guitry color-spec, “If Versailles 


| Were Toid To Me.” 


Christian-Jaque set to direct 
“Du Barry” pic with Martine Carol 
in title role in January. Henri 
Jeanson is preparing script. 

Marc-Gilbert Sauvajon finishing 
up French adaption of ‘Love of 
Four Colonels.” He hopes to have 
Daniele Darrieux as femme lead. 

Jean Marsan replacing Serge 
Reggiani, out on sick-leave, in “To 
Dorothy-.a Son” at Bouffes-Parisi- 
ens. arsan is play’s Frencia 
adaptator. 

Peace has been made here, at the 
Comedie-Francaise and friction be- 
tween old and younger factions has 
been quelled as the C-F goes into 
its season. 

Jed Harris announced that he 
will settle in Europe to produce 
films. He also has U.S. distrib 
rights to German pic, “As Long As 
You Are Here.” 

Stratford-on-Avon Shakespeare 
troupe booked for week at Theatre 
des Champs-Elysees, Jan. 12-17. 
Company will present one play, 
“Anthony and Cleopatra.” 

Erik Charrel here for opening of 
“White Horse Inn” revival at Chat- 
elet. Producer then returns to 
Munich for filming of “Fireworks,” 


revue he staged at the Marigny | 


parents for the 18th time. This is house two years ago. 


the fourth son for the Macraes and 
their sixth child; the other two are 
daughters. 


Metro producer John Houseman 
due in from the Coast this week on 
leave of absence to stage a presen- 
tation of the Shakespearean drama, | 
“Coriolanus,” at the off-Broadway | 
Phoenix Theatre. 


Bailles to the bistros he will “aur | 
dition” before accepting any: 
Gotham nitery date; he plans also) 
to compare the Waldorf’s Empire 
Room with the Plaza’s Persian 
Room. y 

Rise Stevens. launched the 
Music Research Foundation’s 1954 
fund-drive at a dinner dance/| 
celebrating the Foundation’s 10th 
anniversary at the Waldorf-Astoria 
last Friday (‘4'. Opera star was 
guest speaker. 

In the show-must-go-on tradition, 
Hildegarde is commuting to Mil- 
waukee by plane (she doesn’t like 
to fly) because of her mother’s 
iliness, while completing her 12th 
week at the Hotel Pierre’s Cotil- 
lion Room; and scripter Ken Eng- 
lund wrote the “Man of the Year” 


hour show over NBC-TV this past 


Sunday while his wife, Bernadine. 
was critically ill in Lenox Hill 


hospital and his aunt died sudden- | 


ly in his Wisconsin home town. 


Portland, Ore. 


Olsen & Johnson in “Oh! What 
a Night” set for the Auditorium 
next weekend, Dec. 13-15. 

Al Forman launched ticket sale 
for Olsen & Johnson in “Oh! What 
A Night,” set for the Auditorium 
Dec. 13-15. 

Yvonne Moray, Cy Melano and 
Jat Herrod’s Manhattan Revue held 
for a second week at Amato's 
Supper Club. 

Paramount fieldman Walter Hoff- 
man here with Par’s Helen Wins- 
ton. She ended a 30-day coast-to- 
coast tour here. 

Zolly Volchock and Jack Enger- 
man appointed distribs for “Mar- 
tin Luther” in Oregon, Washing- 
ton, and Alaska. 


Mills Bros. and The Sparkelettes | 
in at Amato's Supper Club for two | 
weeks. George’s new spot is neaf‘ly | 


completed after extensive face-| By Hal V. Cohen 


lifting. 


stalled CinemaScope this week. 


This makes two Evergreen houses | 


here and one in Eugene with the 
new process. 


Paris 
Edith Piaf inked for two weeks 
at the Alhambra. 


Carlo Rim starting new sketch | 


pic, “Seven Squares.” 
Andre Roussin’s book of mem- 


oirs, ‘Patience and Impatience,” is | 


a bestseller. 

Michele Morgan and _ hubby, 
Henri Vidal, back from TV appear- 
ances in N.Y. 

Jean-Louis Barrault to stage 
Chekov’s “Cherry Orchard” at the 
Marigny in February. 

“My Husband and You,” Roger 
Ferdinand comedy, off to tour the 
stix and Switzeriand. 

“L’Aigrette,” George Chavchav- 
adze-Princess Bibesco ballet, into 
rep of Marquis de Cuevas Co. 

Since Orson Welles evinced in- 


| low “Captain's 


~ San Diego 
By Donald Freeman 


“Ice Cycles’ did fair biz at 
Glacier Gardens. 


_Newest nitery in town, the Al-) 
Noel Coward has added the Ver-| £cr> Set for opening with Hank | 


Milan at helm. 


Alan Hale, Jr.. emceed benefit | 
show for Muscular Dystrophy at | 


Russ Auditorium. 

Leighton Noble, 
Hollywood, to lead band at 
Shriner's benefit show in Russ 
Auditorium. 

Richard F. Pourade upped from 
managing editor to editor of San 
Diego Union; Howard Taylor 
named M. E. 

XETV launched “Just Beautiful 
Music,” program of _ hi- fidelity 
music with San Diego scenes on 
film for Sunday afternoon slotting. 

Dublin Players, due Dec. 14 and 
15 in Russ Auditorium, will present 
“Pygmalion” and “Playboy of 
Western World” under Howarth- 
delannoy auspices. 


Memphis 


By Matty Brescia 


Little Jack Little to the Silver 
Slipper nitery for two weeks. 

Jimmy Palmer orch to Peabody’s 
Hotel Skyway for two weeks. 

Carl Sands orch to open Clar- 
idge Hotel’s Balinese Room for 
holiday season. 

Frank Liberto, Southern pro- 
moter and showman, just upped to 
veepee of Hull-Dobbs Motor Co., 
here. 

Marguerite Piazza to N. Y. with 
hubby Bill Condon, American 
Snuff exec, for Dec. 12 personal 
on “Show of Shows.” 


Fred Harm, WJJD general man- | 


ager, checked in here from Chi- 
cago, for a powwow with Plough, 
Inc., execs and WMPS’ Harold 


Pittsburgh 


Krelstein. 


opposite | 


down from 


London 


Leslie Caron joins Roland Petit 
ballet at Stoll Theatre Monday (14). 


| Spyros Skouras. spent 48 hours 
‘in London enroute fo Paris for 
French preem of ‘‘The Robe.” 


Leslie Faber, British Lion gen- 
| eral sales manager, planed to Paris 
_today (Wed.) for opening of “Mou- 
lin Rouge.” 

| Visitors here from N.Y. include 

Martin Jurow of the William Mor- 
| ris office; Tony Owen, Ron Randell 
| and Lester Cowan. 
te, a Latta, Warner Bros. nomi- 
|mee on the board of Associated 
| British Picture Corp., sailing for 
|U.S. today (Wed.) on his annual 
| trip home. 
| Phil Leacock, the director, heads 

small advance unit which has 

one from Ealing Studios to Aden 
or camera tests in Eastmancolor 
for “Ingrams’ Peace.” 

Alexander Paal hosted a reception 
for Walter Koppel. German Film 
Producers Assn. prexy, who was 
here for the meeting of the Inter- 
national Federation of Film Pro- 
| ducers Assns. 
|} Jack Worrow resigned as pub- 
| licity director of Granada Theatres 
| to take over a similar spot at Eal- 
jing Studios, succeeding Vivienne 
| Knight, who has become an asso- 
| ciate producer. 

Vivian Blaine and Winifred At- 
well filled guest spots in the 
| Frankie: Howerd BBC radio pro- 
|}gram last Monday (7). Claire 
; Bloom and the Deep River Boys 
| will be on the program. 
| Joan Greenwood, who has just 
'finished her role in “Father 
| Brown,” off on a two-week tour of 
Norway and Sweden in “A Doll’s 
House” before flying to N.Y. to 
play in ‘Confidential Clerk.” 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


Hotel Radisson Flame Room has 
songstress Betty Reilly. 


. 








| Edyth Bush Little Theatre. 
Comic “Shecky”’ Greene into Star- 


| land Band. 


Theatre’s campus showhouse. 

Vera Zorina spoke title role in 
dramatic oratorio “Joan of Arc” 
with Minneapolis Symphony or- 
chestra. 

Arthur Wirtz’s “Hollywood Ice 
Revue,” playing first Twin Cities 
date at St. Paul Auditorium for 
six days. 

Vaudefilm, which Minneapolis 
formerly had, occasionally at least, 
absent from Radio City and RKO- 
Orpheum for nearly two years now. 
With nothing in prospect, it ap- 
pears to be thing of past. 


games were televised locally the 
past season, Minneapolis football 
drew 296,455 at $3.60 per ducat, 
only 16,000 less than the 1948 rec- 
ord-breaking high when team had 
a better record than this season. 
Maurice Chalfen, local iceshow 
producer, to give Middle East its 
first glimpse of such entertain- 
ment in 1954; also will tour a 
Sonja Henie skating revue in U. S. 


and continue with troupes in Spain, | 


France, England and Switzerland. 

Northwest Variety club officers 
for 1954 are L. J. Miller, Universal 
branch manager, chief barker, suc- 


ceeding Bennie Berger; Sim Heller | 


'and Charles Winchell, first and 
second chief barkers, respectively; 
Tom Burke, property master, and 
Joe Podoloff, doughguy. 


| 
| Chicago 


| Barbara Ann Scott spotlighted 

|in Hollywood Ice Revue slated to 

}open here Christmas night. 

| James Breyley, Chi MCA vee- 
pee, off to N. Y. last week to con- 

| fer with homeoffice toppers. 

| Showmen’s League, outdoor 


‘Pursuit of Happiness” on tap at 
light Club with Doc Evans Dixie- | 


Plans furthered for proposed | 
new $750,000 U. of Minnesota. 


Although three of its five home 


Wednesday, December 9, 1953 


}of Chi’s w.k. jazz cellar last Sun- 
day (29) night. Chicago Tribune 
cafe cric, Bill Leonard, staged 
stunt. 

Contributions for Willie Shore 
memorial at present now upwards 
of $40,000, with such performers 
as Sophie Tucker, Danny Thomas, 
Eddie Cantor, Jimmy Durante and 
Milton Berle wiring generous 
sums. Collection is being turned 
over to La Rabida Children’s Sani- 
tarium. 


Rome 


By Helen McGill Tubbs 


Gino Cervi to Milan for legit 
production of “Cyrano.” 


Lois Maxwell back from location 
in LaSpezia on the Ita‘o pic, “The 
Great Hope.” 


“Summer Hurricane” troupe lo- 
cationing near Venice and Verena 
for next few weeks. 


The Merry Macs planed out for 
Paris and Berlin after a holdover 
| date at Open Gate Club. 


Truman Capote has taken the 
D. H. Lawrence villa in Taormina, 
and arrives from Paris soon. 


“The Giant,” story of Primo Car- 
nera’s career, postponed for the 
time being following money diffi- 
culties. 

David Hanna takes over publicity 
| duties for “The Barefoot Contessa” 
'for Joe Mankiewicz which starts 
jin January. 





Victor Pahlen starts on third | 


|episode of his trilogy starring 
| Hedy LaMarr next week. It will be 
directed by Marc Allegret. 

| Eleanor Parker, Robert Taylor 
and Carlos Thompson will stop 
here for a few days before going 
on to Cairo for “Valley of the 
Kings,” new Metro production. 











House Reviews 


Continued from page 67 


Apollo, N. Y. 
tertainment burden. There are 
| only three other acts on the bill— 
all topnotch entries—The Drifters, 
vocal quintet; George’ Kirby, 
;mimiec, and Nicholas Bros., vet 
'acro-terp duo. 


Reigning spot is held down by 
the Nicholas Bros. They glide 
, through their routines with polish 
and finesse. Freres remain a 
powerhouse attraction, displaying 
_agile footwork, neatly augmented 
| by splits and vaults. Accentuation 
of hand movements gives stint an 
_effective dramatic flair. Songster- 
ing by one of the duo, while the 
other fronts the Johnson band, 
makes for a good pace switcher. 
_Kirby’s carboning of celebs con- 
tinues to draw top audience re- 
sponse. Inroads of TV on show 
biz are pointed up via his utiliza- 
tion of material based on “Drag- 
net” and “The Web.” Only film 
personality to get the aping treat- 
ment is Gary Cooper. His take- 
offs, all firstrate, include vocals a 
la Pearl Bailey, Billy Eckstine, Al 
Hibler and Norman Brooks. Kirby 
injects some humor into his stint 
and also executes an occasional 
terp step for okay results. 


The Drifters, headed by Clyde 
McPhatter, give frenetic han- 
dling to a quartet of tunes. Be- 
sides vocalling, boys spark one 
|number with a series of robot-like 
;movements that make for sock 
'eye appeal. Windup number is an 
|offbeat arrangement of ‘White 
Christmas” that gets seat-hulder 
approval. McPhatter delivers most 
of the lyrics via a flexible tenor 
| voice. He's also a definite lure 
‘for the teenage femmes. 








| The Johnson crew, comprised of | 


| Six brass, five reed and three 
| rhythm, blasts away on “Bop Top,” 
“Mush Mouth” and “Jeanette.” 
| Lewis vocals on ‘Love For Sale” 
,and “I Never Had It So Good” 


Local dancing act, the Bombust-; amusements conclave, at Sherman, While Miss Johnson’s numbers in- 


Dec. 23. 

“Little Fugitive” booked to fol- 
| Paradise” at 
| Squirrel Hill. 

!three weeks; burlesque resumes 
| Christmas Night. 

| Keefe Brasselle coming in Fri- 
day (11) for some drum-beating on 
| ‘Eddie Cantor Story.” 

Martha Braun Daniels, ex-wife 
of Billy Daniels, brings her sing- 
ing act to Copa Xmas week. 


tossed a tour-closing party for “Pal 
Joey” company at the Carousel. 

| Elmer Weiner in town lining up 
concert dates next season for Vi- 
ennese soprano Elizabeth Schwarz- 
kopf. 

| Bobby Jule playing Florida club 
dates, following Olympia Theatre 
stand in Miami, until after the 
| holidays. 

| Bandleader Tommy Carlyn, 
| painfully hurt in an auto crackup 


two weeks ago, home from Mc- 


Keesport Hospital. 


| Casino Theatre shut down for 


| Gertrude Niesen returned to her 
home on the Coast with hubby Al 
Greenfield, Black Orchid boniface. 
Richard Tucker, Selma Kaye 
and Albert Dekker featured in 
Opera House Hanukkah Festival 
| Sunday (6) night. 
| Frieda Fishbein, N. Y. play 
broker, handling new full length 
| play, “The Family,” penned by Chi 
_TV scripter Paul Kane. 
Dr. Esther Flom, who sang at 
| Jerusalem rally last week, is prep- 


_career for one in show biz. 
| Nan Merriman, mezzo-soprano, 
| pegged for five December appear- 


'ances with Chi Symphony Orch at | 


request of conductor Fritz Reiner. 
Leo Salkin, longtime Chi agent, 
| honored by A. L. Sachar Lodge of 
| B'nai B'rith Monday (7) for bring- 
|ing theatrical entertainment to 
hospitalized vets. 
Local newspaper guys and flacks 


| hired buses bannered with “First | 


Annual Blue Note Tour” to cart 
| them through the Loop for closing 


Evergreen's Oriental Theatre in-| ers) make N.Y. debut at Palace Hotel in four-day meet last week.|Clude “Ain’t You Got Me” and 


|““I’m Just Your Fool.” Jess. 











|| French Tourists | 


aus Continued from page 2 














Rane i 
|'U.S. tourist watches coin more 
' closely. 

A new innovation is lowering of 
some prices 10% to 20% during 
|the period of Dec. 20 to March 1. 


Harold Lang and Carol Bruce! ping an act and may swap medical | The 20% slash is for those staying 


at hotels for more than three days. 

| This will apply to over 500 tourist 
hotels here with the percentage 
|coming off the complete bill. This 
| is a move for getéing winter tour- 
‘ists, and the big problem remains 
|—-to give tourists a break in the 
| big season from April to Septem- 
| ber. It is definite that something 
| will have to be. done about hotel 
prices and cost of meals before 
\the declining U.S. tourist trade 
!can be stopped. 


Hollywood — 


~~ Wanger planed in fro 


Hedy Lamarr in town after 
months in Italy. 

Herbert J. Yates back from N.y 
after Republic homeoffice huddles. 

Lena Horne sold her California 
home and is moving her furniture 
to N. Y. 

Dick Contino, now a sergeant 
will be out of the Army for 
Christmas. 

Rex Allen to Dallas for the 
Variety Tent’s annual charity foot. 
bail game. 

Alan. Jay Lerner trained in from 
N. Y. for the start of Metro's 
“Brigadoon.” 

David Farrar planed in from 
London for his role in Universal's 
“Men of Iron.” 

Lucille Ball and Desi Arnaz wilt! 
attend preem of “The Long Long 
Trailer” in N. Y. 

Paul Crenesse of the French 
Broadcasting System in town as 
guest of William Goetz. 

Morgan Cox elected chairman of 
the TV Writers Executive Group 
of Screen Writers Guild. 

Esther Williams to San Diego to 
christen the Navy’s newest sea- 
plane transport, ‘“‘Tradewind.” 

Screen Directors Guild will hold 
its annual awards presentation 
dinner at Biltmore Bowl] Jan. 24. 


ee 


‘Ecstasy’ 


aun continued from page 1 —— 














dents. Harvard and Yale also 
have seen it. 

“Ecstasy” has been running a 
rough course ever since its incep- 
tion. At the 1934 Venice film fete, 
Austrian munitions magnate Fritz 
Mandel, then husband of Hedy 
Kiesler (who later became Hedy 
Lamarr), managed to swing the 
top prize away from the film. 
Later he tried to buy up all the 


==—e=s prints, but failed. He offered Cum- 


mins $250,000, but the latter 
couldn’t guarantee corraling all 
outstanding copies of the picture. 

Later, in 1939, Metro offered 
Cummins $100,000 to get “Ecstasy” 
off the market. ‘“‘I would have gone 
for it,” he said this week, “but 
Metro at the last minute changed 
its mind. Some genius figured it 
was silly to plug up all the pub- 
licity about Miss Lamarr.” 

U. S. Customs at first wouldn't 
permit the film to come in. A U. S. 
Marshall burned the print. Cum- 
mins went to Europe, got another 
copy, and then went to Court. 
Eventually, Judge Learned Hand 
okayed the importation and “Ecs- 
tasy’’ was off on the first round of 
a long fight with the nation’s cen- 
sors who saw only raw sex where 
Cummins thought they should see 
“culture.” In Europe, too, the 
scissor-wielders got busy on drop- 
ping the curtain on the uninhibited 
Miss Lamarr who at that time had 
no further film ambitions. 

In the U. S., the film opened in 
Washingtun and Boston fgr “trial” 
runs, Nothing was cut, but a scene 
was added to show that the hero- 
ine had gotten a divorce before 
taking her famed nude splash in 
the pool and accompanying the 
handsome engineer to his cabin. 

Unconcerned over any [re- 
proaches from moralists, Cum- 
mins speaks of his “classic’’ with 
an affectionate voice. “I hope it'll 
still make money for my grand- 
children,” he says. 


New Angel Pitch | 


Continued from page 1 jaa 


believe that ‘Can You Dance,’ star- 
ring Irrra Petina, has the same 
potentialities.” 

“Special Christmas Offer” reads 
“please designate to whom you 
wish to give: one full unit for 
$900; one-half unit, $450; one- 
third unit, $300. 

“We will not only immediately 
mail acknowledgement but also a 














|| set of original records of 14 of the 


20 new Valerio songs announcing 
that they are getting the profits 
from ‘Can You Dance’ as a Christ- 
mas gift from you. These records 
are original and cannot be bought 
anywhere, at any price, until after 
the show opens on Broadway ...- 
You may also make such a gift to 
any worthy cause in which you are 
interested .... a church, hospital, 
boys’ or girls’ camp, tec... - - 
These securities are offered pur- 
suant to an exemption from reg!s- 
tration with the Securities & Ex- 
change Commission. The Comm|* 
sion does not pass upon the merits 
of any offering circular or other 
upon the security or completeness 
of any offering circular or other 





selling literature.” 
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JAY STRONG | ; 
Jav Strong, 57, actor-director- | 
producer, died vec. 1 in New 
York. While in his teens, he made | 


= thesping bow in New York in 
my reasure sland.” He later ap- 
peared in “April,” “Home Fires 
and other Broadway productions. 
tic had also been cast in the film, 
“The Moonshine Trail. 

Strong played stock for several 
vears throughout the East and 
Canada and also worked in vaude. 
ile toured the latter medium with 
\\illiam Gaxton. A member of the 
original Washington Square Play- | 
ers. he also was a member of the) 
Siagers. He was involved in the 
founding of the Metropolitan Play- | 
ers, Which functioned off-Broad- | 
wav for about 20 years employing 
Equity and non-Equity perform- 


“vn 1949, Strong entered TV, | 
served as a director, producer and | 
writer. He also directed the com- | 


Million Dollar Theatre. 
ee Maria Felix, was at his bed- burgh airport 
side. 


ARIES 


Romantic 

Ideals” 

American Music.” 
Wife survives. 


Composers,” 


“Artistic 
and “The 


Dilemma _ of 


JORGE NEGRETE 
Jorge Negrete, 42, top Mexican 


film stage and screen singer-actor, Hal 
died Dec. 5 in Los Angeles of cir- 
rhosis of the liver. 
en two weeks earlier, shortly after husband. 


He was sirick- 
his arrival for a vaudate at L.A.’s 
His wife, 


A top Mexican film star for 


many years, Negrete had frequent- 


ly refused offers to do a film in 


He came to Los 


RUDOLPH MONTER 
Rudolph Monter, 51, motion 


mercials for “Show of Shows” and picture and telefilm producer, died 
o:her productions in 1950 while a/| Dec. 5 in Hollywood after a short 
member of the TV department of illness. In past years he produced 


Maxon, Inc. Since 1952 he was a) 
free-lance producer of industrial 
films for video. 

Wife survives. 





OSSY RENARDY 
Ossy Renardy, 33, concert vio- 
linist, was killed Dec. 3 inf an auto- 
mobile collision 27 miles south of 
the Colorado border while enroute 
to Monte Vista, Colorado, from 
Las Cruces, New Mexico. He was 
on a concert tour under auspices 
of Columbia Artists Management. 
Born in Vienna, he came to the 
U.S. for a concert tour in 1927.) 
He remained in this country and 
became an American citizen. 
Renardy had performed as solo- 
ist with the Chicago and Boston 
Symphonies and had appeared | 
with orchs in New York. Boston, | 
Philadelphia, Chicago and_ else- 
where in the U. S. He also toured 
Israel, the Netherlands, France | 
and Switzerland and had recorded | 
for the London, RCA Victor, Co- 
lumbia and Remington labels. 
Wife survives. 





ALBERT DU-MARTE 
Albert Du-Marte, of the novelty | 
dancing duo known as Du-Marte & | 
Denzar, died at Llandudno, North 
Wales, Nov. 20. Pair had been part- 
ners for 27 years. Du-Marte was 
equally at home in legit as well as 
vaude. He formerly had an act, 
Dillon & Du-Marte, with femme 
partner Gyp Dillon, playing their 
whirlwind terping in musical com- 


numerous . 





edy successes like “Little Nelly 
Kelly,” “Wild Flower” and “The 
Blue Kitten.” 

Teaming with Bob Denzar in 
1926, twain created their ‘“Skele- 
tons Alive” effect into a comedy- 
dance novelty, and toured U.K. 
and overseas. They made two trips 
to America with their “Ten Min- 
utes to Paris, Flying Skeletons 





Alive” act. 





ROBERT (BOB) STEVENS 
Robert (Bob) Stevens, 58, mid- | 
south radio salesman with WMPS, | 
Memphis ABC affiliate, died Nov. 
26 of a heart attack in Memphis. | 
With WMPS for nearly four years, | 
he topped all salesmen with his | 
monthly billings and accounts. He 
also. served 
\\ith WHBQ, Memphis Mutual out- 
Jet, before joining WMPS. 

Born in Hartford, Conn., Stevens 
also performed for many years 4s | 
an actor on the iegit stage. He 
also served as a flack for RKO in 


Circus. He was popular during the 

Christmas season with youngsters 

With his “Santa Claus” role over 

WMPS 
lis wife survives. 


DAN LEARY 

Dan Leary, 33, engineer. at 
WHDH, was found dead in the | 
Woods near Unity, N. H., Dec. 5. 
He had been reported missing by 
his mother on Oct. 27 and his car 
as found in nearby Acworth, N.H., 
Nov. 20. A vet of 13 years at the 
Station, for the past year he had 
served as president of local No. 
1228 IBEW. He attended the New 
England Conservatory of Music and 
‘he Mass. Radio School. During 
World War II he served five years | 
In the Air Force, 
Survived by his mother and two 


Sisters 


DR. DANIEL G. MASON 

Dr. Daniel Gregory Mason, 80. 

poser and professor emeritus 

and former head of the Music De-, 

Partment of Columbia U., died | 

~ fade 4 in Greenwich, Conn. His 
' Svmiphony was played by the 


Oo 


Pi ladelphia orch in 1916, 
e Mason authored — several | 
na reiating to music, including 
i °n Grieg to Brahms,” “Beeth- 
‘n and his Forerunners,” “The 


pictures abroad 
United Artists release. 
More recently Monter was asso- 


for 


ciated with Sovereign Television 
| Productions 


and Mutual TV Pro- 


ductions. His wife, Ruth, and 


daughter Diana survive. 


CHARLES C. WARREN 
Charles C. Warren, 53, manager 


of station WCMI, Ashland, Ky., 
was killed Dee. 5 in an auto acci- He v 
dent near Fuilerton, Ky. Starting 
in vaudeville, he left the stage in 


1927 and moved into the radio 


sportscasting field. 


Warren previously was asso-— 


ciated with such stations as WBBM, 
Chicago; WGY, Schenectady, and DuMont. and prior to that 2uditor 
WCOL, Columbus. 
vives. 


His wife sur- 


THOMAS A. HUGHES 
Thomas Arthur Hughes, 66, re- | 


tired screen actor, whose resem- | 


lance to Sir Winston Churchill 


gave him casting preference in his- | recentiv 
| torical pictures, died of a heart i 
| attack in Los Angeles Nov. 25. He 


also played many western roles 


; during his 35 years’ residence in 
southern California. 


A-brother. William, survives. In- 
terment was in Los Angeles. 


HERBERT J. MASON 

Herbert J. Mason, 56, one of the 
original members of the Canadian 
Army’s “Dumbells Revue,” which. 
entertained Allied troops overseas | 
during the World War I and then! 
toured Canada for subsequent 12 
seasons, died Nov. 27 in Toronto. 
Latterly forsaking vaudeville, he 
was widely known in Canadian ad- 
vertising agency circles as space 


buyer for The Walker Press, 
Toronto. 
His wife survives. 
EDWARD R. KELLEY 


Edward R. ‘Patrick) Kelley, 51, 
former professional ice skater. 


| died Nov. 29 in Fort Wayne, Ind. last year 
|He spent most of his life in show sister and brother survive. 


business, specializing in ice skat- 
ing exhibitions at- night clubs. 
For several years Kelley had his 
own traveling ice show. He went 
to Florida last April to attempt a 
comeback but returned to Fort 


sons, and a stepdaughter survive. 


CHESTER HALL 
Chester I. Hall, 65, who devel- 


oped the electric phonograph turn- 


table and other devices during 24 former director of the Beethoven 
1929 as well as the Gorman Bros. ! years 


with the General Electric 


Co., died Dec. 7 in Boston. He won 
G.E.’s_ top 
Coffin 


honor, 
Award, for 
disk-type motors 
player turntables. 
Hall held a total of 739 patents. 

° 


the Charles As 
his work on 
used in record 





ALLEN WARDWELL 
Allen Wardwell, 80, partner in 


the law firm of Davis, Polk, Ward- 


well, Sutherland & Kiendl and 
former chairman of the Metropol- 
itan Opera Assn., died Aug. 5 in| 


New York. He had also been aj} 
trustee of the Juilliard Music 
Foundation. 

Wife, a son and daughter sur- 
vive. 


ERNESTO CORTAZAR 

Ernesto Cortazar, 39, a top Mex- 
ican songwriter who composed for | 
Mexican pix, and his wife, Elena, | 
32. were killed Nov. 30 when their 
car crashed into a bus near Guada- 
lajara, Mexico. The Mexican mu- 
sic composers. Assn, observed 
three days mourning. ; } 

Burial of both was in Mexico 
City under the Assn.’s auspices, 





SAM DE GRASSE 
Sam de Grasse, 78, retired char- 
acter actor, died of a heart attack 
Nov. 29 in Hollywood. One of the | 
pioneers of the film industry, most | 


ciated 


indusirial 
tur 35 
and producer. 


counting department otf 


for 
‘'WOL, 


screen, | 
Best remembered among de | 
Grasse’s roles were those in “Birth 
of a Nation,” “Robin Hood” and 
“King of Kings.” He leaves a 
daughter, Clementine Sageser. | 
ALFRED GELBSPAM 
Alfred Gelbspam, formerly asso- 
1 with Columbia | Pictures, 
died in N. Y. yesterday (Tues). He | 
was the father of Herbert R. Gelb- | 
spam, N. Y. rep and v.p. of the 
Roach Studios. 
Mrs. Bessie Wellman, 46, whose 
Peter, operates two 





theatres in Girard, O., was killed 


in an auio near Pitts-) 
Her hus- 


suffered a 


accident 
Dec. 2. 
band, who was driving 


compound fracture of his right leg, 
shock, cuis and bruises. 
are her husband, a daughter, and 
Hollywood, preferring to work in four sons. 

i his own country. 
Angeles about once a year, how- 
ever for a personal appearance. 


Surviving 


Arthur Lieber, 79, composer. or- 
ganist and choir director, died in 
St. Louis Nov. 29. He began his 
musical career at the age of 16) 
and served as organist in 
St. Louis churches. 
son survive. 


several | 
His widow and 


Myron Messenger Miller, 64. 
poet and lecturer, died Nov. 29 in- 
Poland, O. At one time he was 
platform manager for the Chau- 
tauqua and booked musicals, lec- 
tures, and tours. His wife, Mrs. 
Ethe! Hull Miller, a novelist: two! 
sons and two daughters survive. 


Clay Grant, 





Henry veepee and 


general manager of Forde! Films, 
Inc.. died Nov. 30 in New York 


.as active in the production of 
and educational films 
vears aS a writer, Girector 





zd of ac- 


WTTG- 


William Wallace, 47 


stations WEAM and 
died in Washingion of a 
heart attack Dec. 1. His wife. his 


radio 


daughter and mother survive. 





Fred W. Morrison, 82. prominent 
exhibitor, died at Newcastle, Eng., 
A pioneer in the U.K. 
cinema trade, he’ was an experi- 
enced negotiator in the Cinema- 
tograph Exhibitors Assn. and a 
delegate from its northern branch 
for 32 vears. 


Thomas R. Milis, 75. stage, 
screen and radio actor, died Nov. 


29 at the Motion Picture Country 
Home in California after a long 
iliness. He had been in pictures for 
35 years. 


Mack D'Agostine, 53. unit pro- 
duction manager at Universa!-In- 
ternational. died of cancer Nov. 30 
in Hollywood. He had been con- 
nected with the film industry since 
shortly after World War I. His wife 
and son survive. 


Jack Rubens, 60. veteran 
tre manager. died Dec. 5 
ledo. where he had lived for nine 


thea- 


years. He operated the Gavety 
Theatre. Toledo. until it closed 
His wife. two sons, a 


Mabel B. Jennison. 81. pianist 
who played with the Boston Svm- 
Phony Orchestra years 
in Manchester, N. H., 
native of Worcester. 





ago. died 
Nov 28 A 
Mass... she 


( | Wayne after becoming ill. He was conducted many recitals, in addi- 
as a radio salesman | a member of AGVA. His wife, two tion to teaching piano. 


Alfred Schaefer, 66. musician 
died in San Antonio Dec. 2. He 
was director of the Beethoven 
band, Hermann Sons Band and a 


Mannerchor. 


Elijah B. Goodman, 60, known as 


the Poet of the Desert. died of a 
heart attack Dec. 4 in Compton. 
Cal. He was stricken while riding 
a bus. 


Mother, 82. of actress Cherry 
Hardy, died recently in London. 
Another daughter, Mrs. Russell 


Llovd, of Melbourne, 
also survives. 


Ausiralia, 


writer of 
articles for 
died in St 


Sussman Kasten, 67. 
cultural and religious 
Jewish publications, 
Louis Nov. 26. 

Howard Spillane, 47. member of 
Paramount's operations depart- 
ment for 18 vears, died Nov. 29 in 
Van Nuys, Cal, 


Mother, 58, of ventriloquist Paul 





Winchell, died Dec. 4 in Holly- 
wood after a short illness. 
Mother, 76. of Blanche Forst, 


secretary to Perry Lieber at RKO, 
died Dec. 4 in Hollywood. 

John Horvath, 61, B&K Belmont 
Theatre employee for 27 years, | 
died Nov. 29 in Chicago. 


| of his work was done on the silent lof the Victor Theatre in McKees- 


port, Pa., died in that city Nov. 28 
after a long illness. 


Asger Asmussen, 77, retired mu- 
sician, died Nov. 30 in Los Angeles. 
His widow and two sons survive 


George Taylor, 68, member of 
the 20th-Fox police depar.ment 


for 17 years, died of a heart attack 
Dec. 1 in Hollywood. 

George E. Cosman, 48, manavcer 
of the Profile Theatre in Lincoln 
N. H., for the past three years 
died in that town Nov. 29. 








j and 


| Paul 


in To-°* 


| bloom, Phil Foster and Jim Ba 
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weekly news shows for which he 
also does the writing. All are spon- 
sored. He, too. turns out a lencihy 


i daily column—for the Minnecvoli 


Morning Tribune 
he was a 
long 


And, like Adams 
veteran newspaperman 
before he found radio first 
then TV a source of much 


| added revenue. 


P. J. Hofstrom, St. Paul Dis- 
patch cartoonist and colur:nnist, is 
en KSTP-TV nightly with a 
weather show which gives him the 
opportunity to do -sketching in 
front of the camera. Bil) Diehl. St. 
Dispatch movie editor and 
critic. Coubles 2s a WMIN redio 
disk jockey, picking up a neat sum 
of side money. Will Jones. Min 
neapolis Morning Tribune column- 


ist, has been receiving a stivend 
as a reguiar member of a KSTP 
TV panel show Halsey Hall. a 


Minneapolis 


sportswriter 


Morning Tribune 
has had his own spon 
sored WCCO radio sports news 
f many years. Carl Linz 
lend, who covers city hall a [ 
tics for the St. Paul Pioneer Press 


show 


has a radio and TV show on 
WMIN 
It's the bays in the sports de- 


partment who, for the most pert 
otherwise, find themselves in de- 
mand as radio and TV panel mem- 
bers or guests on sports 
many of them seasonal.- Those nov 
adding to their newspaper ecrn- 
ings from the aforegoing source are 
St. Paul Pioneer Press sports stzfi 
members Don Riley ‘he has two 
pane! shows! and Mark Tierney 
Minneapolis [ Tribune 
sports writers Ed. Franey and Dick 
Cullom ‘latter's on two TV shows 
and also contributes comments on 


show's 


Irninge 
4 disci 


radio after the U. of Minnesota 
football game play-by-play broad- 
casts.) 











Don Hartman 


uae Continued from parce =| = 
books. He told the fla 
lieved in publicity t 


personaiities of the indust 





= 


that he had no personal press 


agent 


becoming cenit 1e! 
the othe: hand Started as a genius 
1 working my way c¢ 
becoming an executive 
Production 


laughs as he 


excc 


desc 


drew repeatcd 
ribed his exper- 
+} 


lences wil 
who 


1a succession of column- 
ists continually spelled his 
name wrong But after 20 years 
in Holivwood I picked up t! 


trades one day and saw reviews 
and there were similar reviews 

papers throughout the country. ¢ 
a picture I did. In every one of 


these mv name finally 
exactly right 
Imperium.” 
Hartman insisted that his dislike 
of personal publicity had cost him 
advancement in Hollywood Fo. 
example, I disliked seeing my name 
in print so much that I wouldn't 
even be listed in the phone book 
When Louis B. Maver was looking 
for a production head at Metro 
he went looking through the phone 
book for my name. He didn't find 
it. But Dore Schary’s name was 
in the book—so he got the job.’ 
Hartman then joined Danny 
Kave in tampooning the “Melody in 
4-F" routine from Kave's “Lets 
Face It.” 
Entertainment 


was speled 
”~ 


The picture was °M: 


lined up for the 


program included Lena Horne 
Terry Moore, Lou (Joe ‘Fingers 
Carr) Busch. Slapsie Maxie Rosen- 


KUS 


Father of Leo Mackey, manager ! Who emceed, 


MARRIAGES 


Virginia Gosden to Richard 
Jackson, Montecito, Cal., Dec. 6. 
Bride is the daughter: of Freeman 
Gosden. 

Ruth Shmitken to Dick Roach, 
San Francisco, Nov. 27. Bride is 
with KGO-TV engineering -dept.; 
he’s a station cameraman. 

Elsa Kercel to Harry Ray. 
Angeles, Dec. 5. Bride is an 
tress; he’s a makeup men. 

Charlotte Zounceff to Dr. Mar- 
vin L. Fiedler, Pittsburgh, Nov. 22. 
Bride's with Screen Guild ex- 
chenge in Pitt. 

Ruth Bernhardt 
Jack McDonald, Roceyn, Quebec, 
Nov. 29. He's a Pittsburgh radio 
and bend singer. 

Jessica .Woolman to Anthony 
Cuccaro, Pittsburgh. Dec. 5. Bride’s 


Los 
ac- 


Schliesser to 


secretary to Bernie Hickey, man- 
ager of Shea’s Fulton in Pitt. 
Mr. and Mrs. Saul Bihari, son, 


Hol.ywoed Dec. 1. 
dert of Modern Records. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Connelly, 
daughter, Palo Alto, Cal.. Nov. 25 
Father is ABC veepee in San Fran- 
cisco. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Dev. 


Father is presi- 


son. San 


Mateo. Ca)., Nov. 27. Father is a 
KGO-TV announcer. 
Mr. and Mrs. Erich Aberbath, 


sen, Hollywood. Nov. 29. Father is 
Coast rep for Hill & Ranze Music. 

Mr. and Mrs. Haro'd Daniels. 
son. Hollywood. Nov. 29. Mother 
is Anna Hope, actress; father is a 


‘antopoulos, 
. Father is a 
ri Tracy. son. 


He vv ood Nov 29 Fefher is 


mus editor for Edward Small 
Py Suctions 

Mr. and Mrs. Norman Dehn. 
Caughter. .Columbus. Nov. 29 


athers WBNS-TV newscaster 
Mr. and Mrs. James Schultz. son. 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 28. Father's chief 
ervineer at KQV 
ir. and Mrs. 


f r Norman Mervis, 
lauchter, 


Pittsburgh, Nov 28 
sihber’s a theatre owner and Chief 
EB: rter of Variety Club Tent No. 1. 

Mir. and Mrs. Clare Tucker. son. 
Pittsburgh. Nov. 27. Mother's the 
dsuehter of Paul Krumenacker, 

manager for WB in Pitt. 

Nir. end Mrs. Mike Kotun. son. 
Pittsburzch. Nov. 239 Father's a 
cameraman 21 WDTV 

Mr. and Mrs. Barry Farnol, 
dzughter, Pittsburgh. Dec. 1. Fath- 
er is head of TV cGepartment of 
Dubin-Feldman ad agency in Pitt. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Goldwyn Jr. 
son, New York, Dec. 3. Mother is 
he fermer Jennifer Howard. 
uchter of late playwright Sidney 
loward:; father is a CBS-TV pro- 

r_ and son of film producer 
Goldwyn. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Lyric. son. 
No‘tingham. Eng... Nov. 19 Father 
mber of Frank & Jack Lyric, 
Twins vauce act 
Mr. and Mrs. Herb Shriner. twin 
New York. Dec. 6. Mother is 
‘mer dancer Eileen Joy: father 

ry-TV comic 
end Mrs. Svwhv'an 


ai 
Paris 


Ra '°f < 
< 


¢ 
o~ TN 
" 
- ’ ¢ 


cores 


is nit 
Chabert. 
Dec. 2. Mother is 
ne Hilde. cafe ehanteuse 

and Mrs. Bob Macrae. son, 

sixth child. Dee. 5. Boston 
manager of the 
region office for RCA Vic- 
Mrs. «Dottie) Macrae is the 


ughter of RCA prexy Frank M. 


. , 
is repionali 


stern 


: 


Mr. and Mrs. Leon Fleisher. 
daughter, N. ¥ Dec. 3. Father is 
a concert pianist 

M and Mrs Walter LaMae 

uchter, Nov. 27 Mother anJ 


father are a ballroom dance team 
. s 
Variety Bills 


ame (©Oontinued from page 67 








i eenmeemntantentl 
Billy Barty } Thunderbird 
Virginia Dew ay Lawrence 
Bill Willard andre & Verna 
nv Casvanaueh Stuart Foster 
1 Gates Palominos ' McQuaig Twins 
Re« n's Ore Brewster Singers 


RENO, NEVADA 


Mapes Skyroom Goleen Girls 
C tive Pre Sterling Young Ore 
Bar Sisters ' Riverside 
apes Skvlettes Mlorten Downey 
k Fitzpatrick Ore Sue Carson 
New Golden (riss Cross 
per Sisters ¢2) | Riversice Starlets 
Happs Jesters (3) Netty Holt 
De Mattiazis Bill Clifford Ore 
HAVANA 
Montmartre jHlelena & Hector 
I de Paris Orq Cachia 


Miichelle Duc Fernando Valencia 
r & P Rodriguez R Ortega Org 
Rosendo Rosell |C Rodriguez Org 
Albert« 4 Ballet | Tropicana 
ay ey ro } roe Xey 
I Antunez Orq Mano Lopez 
C de la Playa Orq)| Paulina Alvarez 
Sans Souci + KRudoifo Borges 
Olga Chaviano | Mareel Detour 
Walte: Nick | Romeros 
iliet & Sandor ‘Elia Valladares 
erica Crespo ; wuguel Chekis 
Rosana Martin Trio, Joi Martinez 
Henri Bover Bobby ce Argas 
ondelayo \ Romeu Org 


j 
Xiomara Alfaro sSenen Suarez Ora 
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A TOUCH OF DISTINCTION 


CLAUDIA CASSIDY—Chicago Tribune 


CLAUDIA CASSIDY—Chicago Tribune 








“ ... stunning creature ... the one torch singer 
to take “Bewitched, Bothered, and Bewildered,’ 
and ‘Can't Help Lovin’ That Man’ in stellar stride. 


“The redoubtable Vera is not an easy character te 

v handle, being at once predatory, amorai, amus- 
ing, and delightful, but Miss Bruce has a charm- 
ing teuch of distinction.” 





nr) 


WARD MOREHOUSE—N. Y. World-Telegram & 
Sun 

“Miss Bruce brings her beauty, her excellent 

sense of timing and her fine voice to the role 


ef Mrs. Simpson...” 


MARJORIE TRUMBULL—San Francisco 
Chronicle 

“Though ‘Pal Joey’ is the title and the reason 

for the sparkling show at the Geary, ‘Carol Bruce’ 

is the name of my main reason for calling it a 

perfect evening in the theatre. 

= She is portraying a mature, sophisticated 

woman of the world... and she makes her prac- 

tically irresistible ... 

“When Carol sings ‘Bewitched, Bothered, and 


Bewildered’ with just the right degree of delicacy Just Concluded 


and disdain for women’s weaknesses, all her 


—_ and all her years in show business pay SUCCESSFUL NATIONWIDE TOUR 


ERNIE SCHIER—Washington Times Herald i é V4 # 
“Miss Bruce is a charmer who can fling out a 


tune with assured poise, as only a handful of the 





best can, and make you feel it is just for you” 


JERRY GAGHAN—Philadelphia Daily News 


ad 


Direction: 


.. . lusu voiced Carol Bruce ... reveals new “PAL JOEY” Engagement WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


facets with her portrait of the cynical socialite, 
Booked by: 


HOWARD HOYT ; 


and her singing, particularly in ‘Bewitched, 
Bothered and Bewildered’ is a wonderful bit of 





interpretive vocalizing. 








’ 








